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GOVERNMENT OF iENCAL. 


GOVERNOR OF BENGAL. 

Hi« Excellency Colonel the Riffht Hou'ble Sir John Andkbson, r.C., 

O.C.B., G.C.I.K. 


MEMBERS OF THE EXECUTIVE COUNCIL. 

The Hoii’hle Sir Phovash Chimikr Miithh, kt., c.i.e., in charge of 
the following' jHJrtfolios : — 

1. liOnd Revenue. 

2. Land Acquisition. 

3. Excluded Areas. 

4. Jails. 

5. I/egislative. 


The lion’ble Alhadj Sii Aiidklkkrim GiirzNAVi, kt., in charge of 
the following portfolios: — 

1. Emigration. 

2. Immigration. 

3 . Jurisdiction. 

4. llaj Pilgrimage. 

5. Forests. 

8. Irrigatioi: 


The Hon'ble Mr. J. A. Woodhead, c.i.k., i.c.s., in charge of the 
lollowiug portfolios: — 

1. Finance. 

2. Separate Revenne. 

3. Commerce and Indnetrial subject#. 

4. Marine. 

5. European Education. 
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The Hon’ble Mr. E. N. Eeid. c.i.e., i.c.s., in charge of the following 
^poHfolios: — 

1. Appointment 

2. Political, excluding Haj Pilgrimage. 

8. Police. 

4. Ecclesiafltioal. 

6. Regulation of medical and other professional qualifications 
and standards, subject to legislation by the Indiip 
Legislature. 

6. Judicial. 

7. Haearibagh Reformatory School. 


MINISTERS. 

The Hon’ble Nawab K. G. M. Faroqui, Khan Bahadur, in charge of 
the following portfolios : — 

1. Agriculture and Industries (excluding Excise). 

2, Public Works. 


The Hon'ble Mr. Kiivvaja Nazimuddin, c.i.e., in charge of the following 
portfolios ; — 

1. Education. 

2. Registration. 


The Hon*bIe Mr. Bijot Peasao Swoh Roy, in charge of the folbwinf 
portfoUoe:-. ^ 


1. Local Self-GoYemment 

2. Exetae, 
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PBINCIFAL OFFICEBS OF THE BENGAL LEGISLATXfX ' 

cjotmoiL. 


PREStBSirr. 

Ae Hon’ble Raja Sir Manicatha Nath Eat CHAUBBtJmi, rr.» of 
Santosh. 


Deputy PaEsiuEirr. 

Mr. Uazaur Rahmaiv Khah, b.l. 


Panal of for tho Tiiirty«iiintli toitiofi. 

1. Mr. B. C. CiurrKiuKE, Bar.-at-lAiw. 

2 . Khan Bahadur Maulri Azizur« Haque. 

S, Mr. W. H. Thompsox. 

4. Mr. STAMAPnosAD Mookeiukf, Bar.-at-I^w. 

Sooiolary to the Council — G. O. Hoopek, i.c.s. (offg.). 

Anistant Sacratariai||I the Conncil — A. M. Hurcmaov and K* If* 
MAJUMiua* 


Comieil--J. W. ICcKat, i.«.o. 




BENGAL LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL 


ALPHABETICAL LIST OF MEMBERS. 

A 

Afxaly Nawabzada Khwaja Muliuiuinad, Khan Bahadur. [Dacca City 
(Muhammadan).] 

Ali, Maul^i liasaan. [Dinajpur (Muhammadan).] 

Ali« Maulvi Syed Nauaher. [Jeaaore South (Muhammadan).] 

Ali, Mr. Altaf. [Bo^ra (Muhammadan).] 

Armstrong, Mr. L. [Presidency and Durdwan (European).] 
Austin, Mr. J. M. (Bengal Chamber of Commerce.) 

B 

Baksh, Maulvi Shaik Hahim. [ITooghly cum llowrah Municipal 
(Muhammadan).] 

Baksh, Moulvi Syed Majid. [Jessore North (Muhammadan).] 

Bal, Bahu lialit Kumar. [Bakarganj South (Non-Muhammadan).] 
Bal, Ilai Sahib Sarut ('handra. [Faridpur South (Non-Muhammadan).] 
Ballabh, Rai Bahadur Debendra Nath. [24-Pargunn« Rural North 
( N on-M uhammadan ) . ] 

Banerji, Mr, P. [24-Parganas Rural South (Non-Muhammadan).] 
Banerji, Rai Bahadur Keshab Chandra. [Dacca Rural (Non-Muham- 
madan).] 

Bannerjee, Bahu Jitendralal. [Birbhuiii (Non-Muhammadan).] 
Barma, Rai Sahib Panchanan, m.d.k. [Rangjiur West (Non-Muham- 
madan).] 

Baair XJddin, Khan Sahib Maulvi Mohnmme<!. (Rajshahi North 
(Muhammadan).] 

Baau, Bahu Jatindra Nath. [Calcutta North (Non-Muhammadan).] 
Baau, Mr. Narendra Kumar. [Nadia (Non-Mulmromadan). ] 

Birkmyre. Mr. H. (Bengal Chamber of Commerce.) 

Blandy, Mr. E. N. (Nominated Official.) 

Bose, Mr. S. M,. Bar.-at-I.iaw. [Calcutta East (Non-Muhammadan).] 
Buml, Baba Gokul Chand. [Calcutta South Central (Non-Muham- 
madan).] 

Bum, Mr. H. H. (Bengal Chamber of Commerce.) 

0 

Gkatterjee, Mr. B. C., Bar.-at-I.aw. [Bakarganj North (Non-Muham- 

ma^).] 

Chandhun, Babu Kishori Mohan. [Rajshabi (Non-Muhammadan).] 
Chaudhuri, Babu Siddheswar. (Expert, Nominated.) 



S ALPHABETICAL LIST OF MEMBKB8. 

Olmudhari, Dr. Jogendra Chandra. [Bogra <mm Pabna (Non-Muham- 
nadan}.] 

Ohandhuri, Khan Bahadur Maulvi Alimnazainan. [Faridpnr Bortli 
(Muhammadan).] 

Chaudhuri, Khan Bahadur Maulvi Hafizur Bahman. (Nominatad 
27on-offioial.) 

Chaudhuri, Maulvi Syed Osman Haider. [Tippera North 
(Muhammadan).] 

Choudhury, Maulvi Nural Absar. [Chittagong North (Muhamma- 
dan).] 

Chowdhury, Haji Badi Ahmed. [Chittagong South (Muhammadan).] 

Chowdhury, Maulvi Abdul Ghani, b.l. [Dacca West Rural (Muham- 
madan).] 

Cohan, Mr. D. J. (Nominated Non-official.) 

Ooppingcr, Major General W. V., c.i.E., d.s.o.. m.d., f.r.c.s.i., i.m.8. 
(Nominated Official.) 

Oooper, Mr. C. 0. (Indian Jute Mills Association.) 

D 

Das, Rai Bahadur Kamini Kumar, m.b.e. [Chittagong (Non-Muham- 
mndan).] 

JD^, Rai Bahadur Satyendra Kumar. [Dacca City (Non-Muham- 
madan).] 

Dutt, Rai Bahadur Dr. Haridhan. [Calcutta Central (Non-Muhnm- 
madan).] 


C 

Eusufji, Maulvi Nur Rahman Khnn. [Mymensingh South-West 
(Muhammadan).] 


F 

Faroqui, the Hon’ble Nawab K. G. M., Khan Bahadur. [Minister.] 
[Tippe^ra South (Muhammadan).] 

Fawcus, Mr. L. R. (Nominated Official.) 

Failullah, Maulvi Muhammad. [Noakhali West (Muhammadan).] 
Forrester, Mr. J. Campbell. [Presidency and Burdwan (Enropean).] 

C 

Gangali, Rai Bahadur Susii Kumar. (Nominated Official) 

Ohoae, Dr. Amulya Ratiin. [Howrah Municipal (Non-Muhammadan).} 
Ohose, Rai Bahadur Sasonka Comar, (Dacca University.) 
Ohuinan^ the Hon’ble Alhadj Sir Abdelkerim, xr. (Member, Exeenlie* , 
Council.) 
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ALPHABETICAL LIST OF MEMBEttS. 

Q^bbrist, Mr. B. N. (Nominated Official.) 

Ociiiia, Bai Bahadur Badridaa, c.i.e. (Bengal Marwari Asiooiatiom.) 
Oaka. Babu Prolulla Kumar. [24.Pargana« Municipal North (Non- 
Muhammadan).] 

Ouha, Mr. P. N, (Nominated Non-official.) 

GKipta, Mr. J. N., c.i.e., n.n.E. [Bankura We«t (Non-Muhammadan)*] 


H 

Hakim, Maulvi Abdul. [Mymensingh Central (Muhammadan).] 
Haque, Khan Bahadur Maulvi Acizul. [Nadia (Muhammadan).] 
Henderson, Mr. A. (t. R. (XoiinnatiMl Offirial.) 

Higgins, Mr. R. (Expert. Nominated.) 

Hodge, Mr. .1. I). V., (m.k. (NominultMl Official.) 

Hoque, Kaxi Emdadul. [Rangpur East (Muhammadan).] 

Hcaain, Nawab Musharruf, Khan Bahadur. [Malda rum Jalpaiguri 
(Muhammadan). ] 

Hossain, Maulvi Muhammad. [Bakarganj North (Muhammadan).] 
Huq, Mr. A. K. Fazl-ul. [Bakarganj West (Muhammadan).] 

Hussain, Maulvi I^atafat. (Nominated Non-official.) 

K 

Karim, Maulvi Abdul. [Burdwan Division South (Muhammadan).] 
Kasem, Maulvi Abul. [Burdwan Division North (Muhammadan).] 
Khan, Maulvi Ainin-uz-Zuman. (Nominated Official.) 

Khan, Khan Bahadur Maulvi Munxxam Ali. [Palma (Muhammadan).] 
Khan, Maulvi Tamisuddin. [Faridpur South (Muhammadan).] 
*Khan, Mr. Raxaur Rahman, n.L. [Dacca East Rural (Muham- 
madan).] 


L 

Lai Muhammad, Haji. [Rajshahi South (Muhammadan).] 

Law, Mr. Surendra Nath, (^ngnl National Chamber of Commerce.) 
Leeeon, Mr. O. W. (Bengal Cbainber of Commerce.) 


M 

Maguire, Mr. L. T. (Anglo-Indian.) 

Maita, Mr. R* [Midnapore Sooth (Non-Mohammadao).] 


Dspnty Prwrfrtant, Benfsi Ltffcrtailve Ooati«il. 
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ALPHABETICAL LIST OF MEMBERS. 


MoCItiakie, Mr. E. T. (Anglo-Indian.) 

Mitier, the Hon’ble Sir Provash Chunder, , kt., c.i.e. (Member, 
Executive Council.) 

Mittra, Balm Sarat Chandra. [24-Pargaiia8 Rural Central (Non- 
Muhanunadan).] 

Momin, Khan Bahadur Muhammad Abdul. [Noakhali East (Muham- 
madan).] 

Mookerjee, Mr. Syamaprosad, Bar.-at-Law. (Calcutta University.) 

Mortimer, Mr. H. R. [Rajshahi (European).] 

Mukherji, Rai Bahadur Satish Chandra. [Hooghly Rural (Non- 
Muhammadan).] 

Mukhopadhaya, Rai Sahib Sarat Chandra. [Midnapore South-East 
( N on-Muhammadan ) . ] 

Mullick, Mr. Mukunda Behary. (Nominated Non-oflBclal.) 


N 

Nag. Bnbu Suk Lai. [Khulna (Nun-Mubummuilan).] 

Nag, Reverend B. A. (Nominated Non-official.) 

Nandy. Maharaja Sris Chandra, of Knssimbasar. (Bengal National 
Chamber of Commerce.) 

Naximuddin, the Hon’ble Mr. Khwaja, c.i.e. [Minister.] [Bakar- 
ganj South (Muhammadan).] 

Norton, Mr. II. R. (Calcutta Trades As-sociation.) 


0 

Ordish, Mr. J. E. [Dacca and Chittagong (European).] 


P 

Petre, Mr. B. F. (Indian Mining AsHoriatiou.) 

Philpot, Mr. IT. C, V. (Nominated Official.) 

Poddar, Mr. Anauda Mohan. (Bengal Mahajan Sabha.) 

Poddar, Seth Huuumnn Prosad. [Calcutta West (Non-Muhommadan).] 

II 

Raheem, Mr. A., c.i.e. [Calcutta North (Muhammadan).] 

Rahman, Maulvi Axtcur. [Mymenstngh North-West (Muh amm a d a n) .) 
Rahman, Mr. A. F. [Uangpur West (Muhammadan).] 

Rahman, Mr. A. F. M. Abdur. t24-Parganai Rural (Mubammih 
dan).] 
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ALPHABETICAL LIST OF mafRims , 

Bf^t, Mr. Proeanna Dob. [Jalpaiguri (Non-Muhommadao).] 

Biu Mahaaai, ICimindra Dob. [Hoo^hly Municipal (Noa* 
Muhammadan).] 

Bay, Babu Ainulyadhan. [.Jessore South iXon>Muhainmadan).] 

Bay, Babu Khetter Mohan. [Tippera (Non-Muhainmadnu). j 
Bay, Babu Nagendra Narayan, b.l. [Ilangpur Kaat (Non-Muham* 
madan).] 

Bay, Kumar Shib Shekhareswar. (HajBliaki Landholders.) 

Bay, Maharaja Jagadish Nath, of Dinajpur. [Dinajpur (Non- 
Muhammadan).] 

Bay, Mr. Shanti Shekhareswar, m.a. fMalda (Non>Muhammadan).} 
•Bay Chaudhuri, the Hon’ble Raja Sir Manmatha Nath, et., of 
Santosh. (Dacca Landholders.) 

Bay Chowdhury, Babu Satish Chandra. [Mymensingh East (Non* 
Muhammadan).] 

Ray Chowdhurv, Mr. K. (\ (Xominated Non-ofli<'ial.) 

Reid, the Hon’Ide Mr. H. (m.k. (Memlier, Kxecutive rouncil.) 
Boss, Mr. J. (Indian Tea As.socialion. ) 

Bout, Baku Iloseni. [Midnaywre North (Non-Muharninadnn). ] 

Roy, Babu Harilmnsa. [Howrah Rural (Non-Muhaminndan) .] 

Roy, Babu Jitcndi*a Nath. [Je.ssor© North (Non-Muhammadun).] 

Roy, Baku Satyendra Nath, [24>Pargunas Municipal South (Non- 
Muhammadan). ] 

Roy, Mr. Saileswnr Singh. [Burdwan North (Non-Muhammadan).] 
Roy, Mr. Sarnt Kumar. (Presidency Landholders.) 

Boy, the Hon’kle Mr. Bijoy Prasad Singh. [Minister.] (Burdwan 
South (Non-Muhammadnii).] 

Roy Choudhuri, Babu Hem Chandra. [Noakhali (Nrm-Muhamma- 
dan).] 
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Baadatuliah, Maulvi Muhammad. [24-Parganu8 Municijml (Muham- 
madan).] 

Sahanii, B.'ihu Sotya Kinkar. [Bankura East (Nou-Mubammadan).] 
Samad. Maulvi Alxlus. [Hurshidubad (Muhammadan).] 

Sarkar, Baku Beiiod Bihari. (Lxpert, Xoniinuted.) 

Sarkor, Bai Sahib Rebati Mohan. (Nominated Non-ofGcinl.) 

Son, Mr. B. R. (Nominated Official.) 

Son, Mr. Oirish Chandra. (Kxpert, Nominated.) 

Son, Rai Snbib Akshoy Kumar. [ Faridpur North (Non-Muhammadan). J 
Sen Oupta, Dr. Naresh Chandra. [Mymensingb West (Non- 
Mubammadan).] 

Shah, Maulvi AImIuI Hamid. [Mymensingh East (Muhammadan).] 
Singka, Mr. Amn Chandra. (Chittagong laindholdon.) 

Singh, Srijut Taj Bahadur. [Muishidabad (Non-Muhammadan).] 

* PrMideiit of the Bengal LegiaUtive Omtodl. 
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ALPHABEHCAL UST OF MEMBERS. 


SiiJia, Raja Bahadur Bhupendra Narayan, of Raahiptir. (Burdwan 
Landholders.) 

Siroari Dr. Sir Eilratan, xt., x.d. [Calcutta South (Non* 
Muhammadan).] 

Solaiman, Maulvi Muhammad. [Barrackpore Municipal (Muham- 
madan).] 

Stapleton, Mr. H. E. (Xoininated Official.) 

Suhrawardy, Mr. H. 8. [Calcutta South (Muhammadan^.J 


T 

Thomas, Mr. M. P, (Indian Jute Mills Association.) 
Thompson, Mr. W. H. (Bengal Chamber of Commerce.) 
Towneud, Mr. H. P. V, (Xominated Official.) 

Twynura, Mr, If. J. (Nominated Official.) 


W 

Wilkinson, Mr. H. R., cm.e. (Nominated Official.) 

Woodhead, the Ifon’ble Mr. J. A., c.i.E. (Member, Executive Council.) 
Wordsworth, Mr. W. C. (Bengal Chamber of Commerce.) 



THE BENGAL LEaSLATWE COUNCIL PROCEEDINGS 


(Ofiteiil Raport of tho Thirty-ninth Smiofi.) 
Volume XXXIX— No. 4. 


Proceedings of the Bengal Legislative Council assembled under 
the provisions of the Government of India Act. 

The Council met in the Council Chamber in the Council House, 
Calcutta, on Momlay, the 22ii(l Au^ruat, 11132, at 3 p.m. 


Present: 

Mr, President (the Hon’hle Kaja Sir Manmatha Nath Bat 
Chaddhuri, kt., of Sontosh) in the Chair, the four HonMde Members 
of the Executive Count'il, the thret» llon’hle Miniatera uml 111 nominated 
and elected members. 


STARRED QUESTIONS 

(to which oral answers were given) 

Estates in Chittageng sold for arrears of rerenue. 

M14. Haji BADI AHMED OHOWDHURY: (a) Will tbe Hon'Me 

Member in charge of the Kevenue Depart iiient l>e pleajied to siate — 

(f) how many mahals were uIriuI I4» l»e w>ld for non-jmyment of the 
arrears of revenue fr(»m the 15th to 27th June, 1932, in the 
Revenue sale in Chittagong; 

(if) how many jienuanent e^taten were among them ; 

(lii) bow many temporary estates were among them ; 

(ftj) how many in each khas mahaU; and 

(v) how many mahals administered by the (^ourl of Wards were 
defaulters and what is their areaf 
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QUESTIONS. 


[22im kvQ,, 


(b) (t) How nmny of tliem have been &old, and bow many have been 
bought by the Government for want of bidders on these days? 

(it) How many mabalt have been given time after efforts of the 
Collector to realise revenue? 

(c) Will the Hon’ble Member be pleased to state whether the follow- 
ing vmhah were Innighi by the Government for want of bidders: — 

(i) Taluk No. 2.‘1929 Fnradzafar of Sadar khas maluil; 

(u) Taluk No. 04611 Keramotali of Patiya khajt mahal; 

(tit) Taluk No. 00790 Chailapru of Patiya kJias mah<tl; 

(iv) Taluk No. 114795 Mahomaya of Cox’s Bazar Patiya khas mahal; 

(v) Taluk No. 490 of Bakshabachi of Kutubdia Patiya khas mahal? 

(d) Will the llon’ble Member be pleased to state separately of the 
abovementioned inahals 

(i) what is the urea, annual rent, arrears of revenue and purchas- 
ing price; 

(ii) what is the profit of these mahah; and 

(in) what did it cost the owners to purchase them? 

(c) What was the rtnison of them not l)eing bid for by anybody? 

(/) Do the owners of the viahals w'ant to have them back? 

(g) Are the Government prepared to return them to their owners? 

(h) Are the Goveniment prepared to reduce the assessment of the 
Noalmd mahal s till the prico of jxiddy ris<‘s to its nonnal rate? 


MEMBER in ohai^ of REVENUE DEPARTMENT (the Hofi’blo 
Sir Provash Chumlor Mitter): (a) 0) 2,651. 

(it) 016 . 

(iii\ 2,tk’j5 if the meiiil»er means to inidude Noabad taluks which aro 
not estates. 

(tr) Sadar 469. 

Raosan — 265. 

Patiya- 531. 

^atkaniu -567. 

Cox’s Basar -130. 

Kutubdia -83. 

(r) 21 ©states urea 5.532 drones or 35,404 '80 acres. 

{h) (t) 254 were sold and 100 were purchased by Government. 



-J QUESTiaNB, 

<tt) T87. 

(c) (0 Yi». 

"(ti) No. 

No, but Taluk No. 34T93 Chalafrue. 

^ 1 ?) and {v) Yes. 

(d) (i*) A statement is laid cm the table. 

(d) (if) ttnd (iff) and (e) The information is not available. 

(/) The owner of Taluk No. H4T9d only has applied for resettlement. 

(g) Each application for return will l)e considered on its merits. 

(h) No. 

Statement referred to in the anJitrer to clause (d) (i) of starred * 
(fuestion /Vo. 124. 


No. 

Art'u 111 

Hrr»'. 

Annual 

nnU. 

Arrrsir. 

Purt'luMti 

money. 



fU. «. 

lU. 

a. 

in*. 


1570- 1« 

1.1.14 H 

1,6.14 

<> 

I 

.14793 

.IfiO (l 

712 H 

H94 

7 

1 

.1479.1 

33 13 

14.1 12 

73 

4 

1 

49.1 

143 91 

nsH 12 

M44 

4 

1 


Babu HEM CHANDRA ROY CHOUOHURl! Will the Hon'ble 

ICeiubc^ be pleased U» state whether the owners of the tuluhs refernnl 
JO ill clause (r) Upplicnl t<» the (Villec'tor for time to jsiy n»venuel' 

TIm H0fi*blt Sir RROVASH CHUNOER MITTER: I have no 

nfonnation. 


itoaiiMr Aflviiory CommittMi at Nartyaiigafi) and Barital. 

ms. Mr. ANANDA MOHAN PODDARs (a) Will the Hon^ble 
Member in char^re of the Marine Department be pleased to state the 
fireeent constitution of the Steamer Advisory (^^ommitleea in Bengal P 
(6) Will the Hon’ble Meiulrer lie {deased to state why no represen- 
tatives of the Indian merchants hare been taken in the Narayangan; 
Idnaifry Committee P 




M 4iUB8110N8. [22i® AW.. 

H' 

Will th« Hou’ble Ifwber be pleaaed,4e etaie wbetbor it ie ia 
the MJttemplation of tbe (Joverninent to talce in representatrree of the 
Bmgal Mahajan Sebha in the Steamer Adriaory Oommitteee at 
Harajranganj and BarisalF 


MtMBER IBOI^ Of MARINE DEPARTMENT (the He«»le 
Mr. d. A. Weodlia«l)l (a) The membership of the CmnmiUeea 
constituteil by the Steamer Comiwnies is us follows 

Narayanganj' 

The Affent, Steamer Companiet* (President). 

The (\)I lector of Dacca. 

A reprefientative of the Chamber of (\)mmerce, Narayfingauj. 

A repreHentative of (he Dacca District Board. 

A representative of Peoples' Association, Dn(‘ca. 

A representative of Dacca District Muslim Federation. 


Barisal ~ < 

The Ajfent, Steamer Omipanies (President). 

The (\>1 lector of Bakurg’unj. 

Khun Bahadur llemuyetuddiu Ahmed, Muslim representative. 

A representative of (he Barisal Municipality. 

A representative of Bakarganj merchants. 

A representative of the district lx«ird. Bakarffunj. 

(h) Oihveriiitient are informed by the ('ompanies that no applitaUbn 
has been receivad by them for sm h representation, but that they would 
l)e willinpr to frive favourable consideration to the nomination of a 
representative of Indian meixhants if they are approached Ky 

(o) No. The Committees are constituted by tbo Companies, not by 
Government, and any representations for representation should be sub- 
mitted dire<d to the Coin])anies. 


•IT. ANAN0A mOHM PODDARt Will the mn We Memler 
be pleased to state if the Steamer Advisory Comnuitees have been 
oanstituied in accordance with the prorisions of the ImUpd Staem 
Vessels Act as amended in 1930? 



f TIM MaifM* Hr. WOOOMtAlll %o, Sir; I nfer th« nwdbw 

to mfls (<*)• ^ 

i' 

nr. ANANDA MOHAN PODDARl 'VViih n>ferp».<. to anrwer (6^ 
«iU tho Hon* We Ik* j'JtmsiHl to ntute whether Iho AdWaofy ** 

Committees wen* coiiHtituttKl on the application of the diffeiont IkmIim 
that have hiH*u meiitioutHiy 


Tho Hon'blt Mr* 4 > WOOOHEAD: No, Sir, I cannot nay 

whether that was ho. 

Mn. ANANDA MOHAN PODOAR: Will the Hon'ble Memlnw be 
pleaitetl to state why no ai tion has Ikh'h taken whatsoever by (lovent- 
iuc*nt ill aecordame with the proviNionn laid down in need ion M {hi 
of the Inland Steam VesseU Ac t. 1930? 

Tht Hofi’bN Mr« d. A. WOOOHEAD S Itecaune Committees had 
been constituted by the Steamer Compaiiiee. 

Ral Bahadur SATYENDRA KUMAR DASt May 1 im|uire why 
a representative of the Dacca Muiiict|iality huM not been included in 
the personnel of the (\>ramittee? 

Tha Hon’bit Mr. 4 . A. WOOOHEAD: I (annol nay, Sir. 


HinniMlHHl ineMwit 

A* 1 

ms. Or. NARESH CHANDRA SEN CUPTAl (a) Will the 
Hon*ble Member in charge of the Political Department be pleased to 
stata whether it is a fact that H5 |>eriioriH were sent up {of trial on a 
eWge of rioting at lIuManabad and only one of them wan convicted? 

^ (6) How long were the persons now acquitted in custody? 

(c) Have the Government made any inquiry into the 0onduci of the 
peliise ttfficers oonnecled with the incident which led to the shooting by 
tike poliil apd of those who were responsible for the prosecution of the 
persons who bawe been acquitted P 
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MCMBER in ohargi of POLITICAL DEPARTMENT (t^ Hon’lte 

R« Hi RoiCl)S (a) Ye«, 85 persons were sent up for trial of whom 
7tJ were convicte<l. 

(6) One for about 3 months, two for about 2 months and 5 foij on© 
to two weeks. 

(c) Y©s. 

Maulvi SYED MAdID BAKSHs With reference to answer (c) 
will the Hon’ble Member l>e pleased to state what is the result of the 
inquiry P 


Th© Hon’Ill© Mr. R. N. REID* Government are satisfied that the 
shooting was justified. 


MauJvi 8YED MAJID BAK8H; Did the Government institute any 
{•oinmitte<* of inquiry? 

The Hon’bl© Mr. R. N. REID: No, Sir. 

Mnulvi EYED MAJID BAKSH. By whom was the matter 
invi^tigputed V 

Th# Hon*bl# Mr. R. N. REID. By local officers. 

MaiHvi EYED MAJID BAKEH: I should like to know, if not 
the names, the position of the oflicers ? 

Th# Hon’bl# Mr. R. N. REID: I want notice. 


Rnnjit RitV of Dnoo#. 

M17. Dr. NAREEH CHANDRA EEN GUPTA: (a) Will th# 
Hon^ble Member in charge of the Political Department be pleaa#d to 
state whether it is a fact that Itanjit Ray of Dacca, who waa anrestedl 
on the 4ih July, was carried on the 5th July to the local hospital in 
an unconsoioua state? 



IMK] QUESTIONS. 1» 

k), has the Ha&'Ue Kember made any inquiry into tht 
dieuiiuitaoces connected with this incident P 


Tit HM’bln Mr. R. N. REID: (a) No. 

(b) Does not arise. 


Dr. NARE8H CHANDRA SEN GUPTA t With i^erenre to 
answer (n) does the Hon’ble MeniWr mean to wiy that Ilanjit Ray 
was not arrested at all P 

Tim Hoffi*bln Mr. R. N. REID: There is no information to that 
effect. 

Mr SHANTI 8HEKHARESWAR RAYi Was any inquiry made 
from Ranjit Ray with referenre to rlanse (a) of the question P 

Tht Hon’Mn Mr. R. N. REID: No. 


Pmom armsMt oonvintml ami dnUinail for oRonoon in oofinoolloii 
with tho oivil liitobotfionoo movomefit. 

M18. Rai Bahitfur KE8HAB CHANDRA BANERdIt Will the 
Hon’ble Membt*r in charge of the Political DepoKment In'* pleased to 
Iny on the table u statement showing since December, 1931 — 

(i) the number of persons ^showing separately the nuroW of 

males and females) arresieil in Bengal in connection with 
the civil disobedience movement; 

(ii) the number of such persons convicted ; 

(itV) the number of persons detainer] under the Bengal Emergency 
Powers Ordinance; and 

(le) the number of persons detained under the Bengal Criminal I>aw 
Amendment Act P 

IIm HtlPMt Mr. R« N. REID: (t) to (iv) A statement is laid on 
. Stable. 



QUKTIONS. [22in)ATO., 

Statement referred to in the answer to starred question No, 118, for the 
, ; period January^June, 1932. i' 


Numlier of jx*r.sons anested in connection with the civil digobedience 
inovement — 11,081 (separate figures for males and females are 
not available). 

Numl>c‘r of persons convicted — 

Male ... 9,a67 

Female ... GOO 


9,967 


Number of jjersong detained under the Bengal Emergency Powers 
Ordinance — 132 (under section 3B, Emergency Powers Ordi- 
nance, 1931, detention could not bo for more than 24 hours). 

Number of persons detained under the Bengal Criminal Law Amend- 
ment Act — 980. 


BtngiU Tentnoy Act esUblistimant in Mymantingh. 

M10. BUhi SATI8H CHANDRA RAY CHOWDHURYl (a) Will 
the Hon’ble Meml>er in charge of the llevenue l)ep4irtment be pleased 
to lay on the table a statement showing — 

(i) the present number of employees in the Bengal Tenancy Act 
establishment (Ijuudlords’ fee) attached to the Mymensingh 
Collectorate ; 

(ti) now many of them are matriculates of the University; and 

(tft) h(»w many of the employees are permanent and how many 
temponuy ? 

(h) Is it a fact that outsiders are being recruited in the permanent 
cadre of the Collectorate staff ignoring the claims of the temporafy 
clerks who are working in the Bengal Tenancy Act establishmtllt itiij m 
1929? * y 

(c) Is it in contemplation of the Government to make the sia|t ol 
the Bengal Tenancy Act establishment pennanraCF 



«ii mBsnxm , ' 

mm HrnFm ft f ROVASH CMRtlOtR MITTIRt (a) (0 Eleven. > 

(U) Nine. 

(it#) One pernmnent (deputed &i»b genend eetabliehment ) and teik 

emponuy. 

(h) No. 

(c) Not at pref$eiit. 

Rtl Bahadur KEBHAB CHANDRA BANERdlx Will tho Hiiu blo 

iemljer l»e pleuitiHl to state whether i»r not it is a fiiet that there ii 
. Oovernnu'nt rirtniJar that the miniiiium qtialilioation n<M'<»s#Mtrv for 
ippointment as u miuisterial oftieer is the {Kissing of the Matrieulation 
Sxaniitiution Y 

nm Hofi’bta Sir PROVASH CHUNOER MITTER: 1 Wlieve that 

§ so. 

Rai Bahadur KEBHAB CHANDRA BANERJIx Will the HotiMde 
EemUw Irt* jileaseil to state the rtHisoii for ap[K>inting two TMOi-inatri* 
‘ulates out of the II apiKiintnients 

Th# Hofi’hCa Sir PROVASH CHUNDER MITTER: These were 

a{>|)ointtnents. 

Rai Bahadur KEBHAB CHANDRA BANERdI: I want to know 
ihe twttisuti for appointing non-mat neulatcv^ even in teiij|M>rarv {Kisie? 

The Hon'ble Sir PROVASH CHUNDER MITTER: I have already 
jiven the reason: they were teuifKirarj' apfiointinents. 

Khan Bahadur Maidvi AZiZUL HAQUE: 1 b it not a fiui that 
[Joverninent circulars are often violuteil under the cover of making 
tempinirv a{){K>intn)ents ^ 

Tha Hon*bla Sir PROVASH CHUNOER MITTER: No. 


MiMbar at Sadv Loan! Board from Naarapara thana l u baa qu o n tljf 
Irantfarrod to Narall* 

MSSl Mailltl BYEO MAdID BAKBHf (a) h the Hon'ble 
Minuter in charge of the Local Self-Govemineni Depurtment aware — 

u) that at the time of the laai Local Board election the Nawapora 
thana waa under ihe juriMliction of the Sadar nabdiviaion, 

Jmmm; 
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(it) that after tlie Local Board election the Navapera thana haa 
been transferred to the Narail subdivision; 

(m) that even after the transfer the member from Nawapara is still 
continuing as a member of the Sadar Local Board and 
taking part in its proceedings; and 

(iv) that the cess and ratepayers of the Nawapara thana are 
experiencing conmderable difficulty in obtaining ix>sds^ 
sanitation and other necessary' grants from a Local Board to 
which it does not Iwlong? 


(6) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, are the GovflflfiiiBent 
considering the desirabilitj' of transferring the member from Nawapara 
to the jurisdiction of the Narail Local Boaid? 


MINISTER inohargaaf LOCAL SELF-GOVERNMENT DEPART- 
MENT (tha HontHa Mr. Bijoy Prasad Singh Roy): (a) (t), (it) and 
(lit) Yes. 

(f?*) Government have no infonnation. 

(h) Government are advised that this transfer would not be in 
tocordance with the law. 


Millivi SYED MAJID BAKSH: Does not the Hon’ble Minister 
consider that if a thana is transferretl the meml)er electetl from that 
thana should also be transfenvsl ? 


Tha Hon’bia Mr. BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY; There is no 
•uch pntvision in the I^>cal Self-Government Act. 

Maulvi SYBO MAJID BAKSH: Does not the Hon'ble Minister 
consider that there is difficulty for the member to discharge his duties 
if the thana frt»m which he was eWted is tninsferred to another 
jurisdiction ? 


Mr. PRESIDENT: That is not a question; that is an argument. 

Khifi Bahadur Maiilvi AZIZUL HAQUE: WiU the Hc^bla 
Minister consider the desirability of re-transferring the thana to ita 
oiiginal jurisdiction in view of (he fact that the member elected from 
the thana finds himself in an anomalous position? 



QUKSTTONS. 


M] 


u 


rim HM’blt Mr. BIJOr PRASAD SINGH ROYS Thk aepartmmt 

i« not concerned with the transfer of thanas. 


KIum SMiidiir Mauivi AZIXUL HAQUEs not the Hon’hle 

Minister given notice t4> the eflftH-t that the tUana was g^^ing to hm 
tranaf^md ? 

Thn Han»blt Mr. BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROYs Yea. 

Maialvi ABDUS SAMAOs Is it not a fact that with the transfer 
of • Diana in the Mur8hidat>a4i district the member who was elected 
from that thana was also transferred ? 


Thn Hofi'bla Mr. BldOY PRASAD SINGH ROYs 1 do not know. 

Mwilvi SYEO MAJID BAKSH: Will the Hon’ble Minister kindly 
let uh know whether it is in accordance with the law? 


The Hofi’bla Mr. BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROYl I have already 
said that there is no such provision in the law. 


Dr. NARESH CHANDRA SEN GUPTA s Having regard to the 
answer that this matter does not concern his de[mtiment, doe« the 
Hon hie Minister want us to understand that he has no c>ounection 
with other departments of Oovemment^ 

Tht Hon’bM Mr. SUOY PRASAD SINGH RDYl I have ne%er 
made any such suggestion. 

Klirni Sahmfur Mmilvl AZIZUL HAQUEs U it not a fiu,i that 
immetliately thert% is a transfer of a thana the District Magistrate 
takes steps for the representative of the thana to be transferred also 
in consultation with the district board and local board 

Tht HtfPMt Mr. SUOY PRASAD SINGH ROYs What steps can 
the District Magistrate take^ It is for the member to resign. 

Khifi Sahadur MaiSvi AZIZUL HAQUEs Canrnd the District 
Magistrate write to the Government to tiruisfer the jurisrliction of 
the member eJe<‘ted from a thana which is transferriNl to another local 
Iwardf 

(No answer) 
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Ceedumh Chat Railway tarmiiitw. 

M21. Maulvi TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: Will the Hon’ble Member 
in charge of the Public Works (Railways) I)ei)arimeiit be pleased to 
ftate — 

(i) the year in which the Goalundo Ghat was shifted to its pre- 

sent site from Ghat No. 6 ; 

(it) the reMp<*<'tivo distances of the present Ghat at Eushabati 
and the Ghat No. G from Rajbari Railway Station; 

(iit) the fares fur pjissengers of ditferent clasHes that have been in 
vogue from Rajbari to the present Goalundo Ghat at Kusba- 
Irnti since the Ghat was last shifted; 

(ir) the fares for different classes of passengers from R«jburi to 
Ghat No. G that were in vogue immediately before the Ghat 
was last shifted; 

(r) the rates jM^r mile at which fares for different classes of j>assen- 
gels were assess<*(l iiiimedialely before the Ghat was last 
shifted ; and 

(n) the rate |K‘r mile in vogue sime the Ghat was last shifted? 

MEMBER in charge of PUBLIC WORKS (RAILWAYS) DEPART* 
MINT (the Hofi’ble Mr. 4. A. Woodhoad). (i) 1931. 

(ii) The distances fn»m Kushalwiti to Hajbari and from (ihat No. 6 
to Rajhari are ft 54 an<l ft miles res|KM tiv(dy. 

(Hi) 1st clas.s — Re. 1-2. 

2nd class — Re, 0-lI-f3. 

Inter ( lass — Re. 0-4-G. 

3rd clmuv-Re. 0-2-9. 

(tr) The same as in {Hi) above. 

(rl 1st class — 24 pies fK>r mile. 

2nd chivss — 15 pies per mile. 

Inter class — G pi<*s jw mile. 

3r<l class — 31 pies per mile. 

(W) No alteration in the rates given in (r) alxive. 

Maulvi TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: Will the Hon’Me Member be 
pleaseil to st4ite if it is not a fact that alihougb the diitaaoe frooi 
Rnibari to the present Goalundo Ghat is almost half of what it waa 
fomerlyf the fare has remained the same? 



QUESTIONS. m* 

's 

Hm HtanM* Mr. 4. A, WOOOHIADt Yes, Sir. that as evident 

from the 1 have given. 

MwAw TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: Dues the Uoveruuaeat intend to 
tuke steps in the matter? 

The Hon'Me Mr. J. A. WOOOHCAO: That is a matter fur the 
Govertiment of India. 



Mailivi TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: (*aiiii<it the lAK'al Oovomment 

newel lertain mniniuendatiori.s in th«* matterl^ 


The Hen’ble Mr. 4 . A. WOODHCAD: No. Sir. 


3-15 p.in. 

Khan Bahadur Mayivi AZiZUL HAQUE: Will the lIoiiMde Memlier 
fie ttt Htitto ii tluMt* .my Huilwa> Jaw «»r rt'g'tilutinii by which 

the Itailwav t-aM t liar^t* fntt*^ sutdi eNio hitaiit rate^y 

The Hofi’ble Mr. J. A. WOODHEAD: It iw not admittetl that the 
ratcH are exorbitant. 


Fartd|iur«North Bengal Railway oonnaotione 

M22o Rai Bahib AKSHOY KUMAR BEN: to) \n the Iloirble 
Member in rharjft* of the l‘ublir Works (IhtilwayH) IVjxirtment aware 
the tlisrontiiiuai^t e (»f the nittnin^ of a direct train frfon Furidpur 
to Poradaha JiuKtion haw tlisbaated the connection with the 
trainfi niiininif towards North Ben^iprl causing jfreat inconvenience to 
the people of Faridpur and of Nadia hevotid KtiNhtia and Jajyratiy 

(6) Are the Government considering the desirability of drawing 
the of the Eastern Bengal Uailwny authorities to this matter P 


TIib Hofl^bM Mr* J* A* WOODHEAD: (o) A morning connecting 
from Faridpur to Poradaha Junction was cancelled with effect 
fcmn 15th April. 1932, as it was found to W carrying an average of 
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Bd only per day atid thus cauaingr considerable loes to tbe 

Hallway. There are still two direct connecting senrices daily between 
Faridpur and North Bengal, and vice versa ^ during the evening and 
night. 

(b) In view of reply to (a) Government do not consider it desir- 
able to draw the attention of the Railway authorities to the matter. 


Lino and mono oporators of the Bengal Covemmeni Praia. 

*123. Mr. MUKUNDA SENARY MULLICK: (a) Will the 
Hon^ble Member in charge of the Finance Department be pleased to 
stale whether it is a fwt that the lino operators of the Bengal Govern- 
ment Press are paid for the corrected ens and the mono operators are 
paid for uncorrected ens? 

{h) Is it a fact that by the system of payment on corrected ens 
deductions in the earnings of the pie<‘e-workers are made for the mis- 
takes in the works done by them, whereas no such deductions are made 
in the system of payment on uncorrected ens? 

(c) Is it a fact that by the system of payment to the mono operators 
on uncorrected ens expenditure is incurred twice on the same piece of 
w’ork inasmuch as the compositors are to be paid for conecting the 
mistakes of the mono operators in a single piece of work? 

(d) Is the Hon'ble Member aware — 

(i) that both the lino operators and the mono operators of the 
Government of India Press, Calcutta, are paid for corrected 
ens; and 

<m) that the pay of the mono operators in the Government of India 
Press, ('alcutta, is less than the pay of the lino operators? 

(f) If the answers to (u) to {d) are in the afiirmative, will th# 
Hon’ble Member l>e pleased to state the reasons for paying Uie mono 
operators of the Bengal Government Press on uncorrected ens and in- 
curring extra expenditure on a single piece of work ? 


MEMBER In otuirga of V^INANCE DEPARTMENT (Dio Hoii*MO 
Mr. 4 * A. Woodfioad): (a) Yes, but the rate for monotype operators is 
1| anuos ;>er thousand ens against 2} annas for linotype operators. 

No deductions are made; operators correct their own mistokia 
cmly and ore paid for the matter set after making their comctions. 
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(c) Corrections in tuonotype composition are made by hand com- 
posiiors. Excessive corrections are either charged to the monotype 
operators concerned or the matter reset by them without charge. 

(d) (f) No. They are salaried employees. 

(tt) No. 

(e) Does not arise. 


Pott of Htoil Rooiiir in toitgtf Covornmont Praoi. 

M24. Mr. MUKUNDA SENARY MULLiOKi (a) Will the 
Hon’ble Member in charge of the Finance Department b© pleased to 
•tate whether (iovemment have accordetl sanction to a scheme sub- 
mitted by the Superintendent, Bengal (loveniment Press, recommend- 
ing, umtmgNt others, the abolition of a numlier of jiosts in the Press.** 

(h) If the Hiiwser to (a) is in the iitiinuative, are the Government 
considering the desirability of retiring the present iucumWnts of those 
abolished {losts!^ 

(c) If the answer to {a) is in the aifirmative, will the Hon* Ido ^ 
Member be pleased to state whether it is a fact that the post of the 
Head Re<ider was in the above scheme? 

(d) Is it a fact that while that scheme was under the consideration 
of the Government the present Head Header was ii(])ii>inted to the 
post? 

(if) Is it a fact that the jiresent Head Heuder was allowed to work 
aa such on prolmtion l>efon> the f>reseiit up]N>intment for 0 months^ 
but was revertinl by tbe late Su]ierintendent Mr. Norton as Iwdng 
inefficient and un6t for the jK>st? 

(7) If the answers to (if) to (e) are in thi-^ affirmative, will the 
Hoii*ble Memljer be pleased to state the reasons for not abolishing the 
post of the Head Reader? 

(g) Are the Government considering the desirability of taking 
any action in the matter? If not, why not? 


Tilt HtiPIlIt Mr. 4 . A. WOODHEAOr (a) nod (b) Yes. 

(c) pie proiKOial was to convert the post of the Head Header into 
a selection grade post on the retirement of the present incumbent. 

(d) No. 
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(e) The present Head Reader officiated aa such froin October 1926 
to March 1927 when) he reverted to his substantive post: the reason 
for his reversion is not recorded. 


(/) and (/;) Do i:(«l arise. 


Appointment of the depressed elateee in the Ward estotoe. 

M25. Rai Sldiih AARAT CHANDRA BAL: Will the Hon’ble 
Member in charjye of the Revenue Department be pleased to lay on 
the table « statement sh(>winji^ — 

(i) the names of estates no-w under the management of the Court 
of Wards in Bengal; 

{ii) the numes and (lualifications of the managers, assist^mt 
managers and other officers di awing more than one hundred 
tujKH's a month ai>|a.inted in ea(‘h of such Wuid estates 
during the years 1929, 19d(), 19dl and 19d2; 

{lii) how many of such ofhccis are Hindus, Muhammadans and of 
the depress'd classes; and 

iiv) what sjKJciul steps, if any, the (Government intend to take for 
the ap|suntmciit of the depresMul classes in the Ward 
estates? 

Tho Hon’blo 8ir PROVASH CHUNDER MITTER: u) A state- 
raent is laid on the table. 

(ii) A statement giving the information so far as available is laid 
on the table. 

(ui) It apiwurs that of those in the list 3 are Muhammadans and 
25 Hindus. It is not known if any Indong to the deiiressed classes. 
Further information is not available. 

(iv) (Goveiiimeiit do not intend to take any special steps. 


Statement referred to in the ansicer to clause (0 of starred 
question No. 125, 

List of Estates rNDKE the Management of the Cocet of Waehs 
IN MARrn, 1932. 

Burdwan District — Murshidabad District^ — 

Burdwan Raj. Kasimbaaar Raj. 





VUnMfjote District-- 
Jfahishadal. 

Basudebpur. 
flbirli Krishnapur. 
Jfttindra Nath Mallik. 
Panchrole. 

Balisahi (Bhunia), 

K. C. (’hatterjee^s Trust. 
Pnhori. 

Hooghly District — 

B. L. Muklicrjoc’s Trust. 
P. Mukherjft*. 

24«Parganas District — 


Q»ESTIOX> 

^ Khulna District 
Syedpur Trust. 


Khararia. 

Dacca District — 

Dacca Nuwah. 

Kartickpur. 

Khan Bahadur Kazi Alauddin. 
Golam Satiar. 

Bhawul. 

Dhatikora, No. I. 

Dhankora, No. II. 
Swarnaiiioyea Debi. 

Srinagar. 

Mura para. 


Janbazar. No. I, 
Janlaizar, No. II. 
Pan i hut i. 
Gotmrdanga. 

Haha. 

Bhukaiiash, No. I. 
Bhukailash, No. II. 
Bhowani[K>re. 


Myriisnsirigh District — 
Huihatnagnr. 
Oolakpur. 

(iayhatta. 

Shcrpur, No. I. 
Sherpur, No. II. 

Faridpur District — 


Nani Gopal Mukberjae. 


Kadia District — 
Chetiangia. 
Tagore. 


JTeoaore District — 

MHkherjee. 

Bagchar Rai. 
Bagdbar Chowdhury. 
Ifangaiganj. 


Hangptir District— 

I. C. Hoy’s Trust. 

Affnnulla Trust. 

Bardhankuti. 

Tushbfaandar (Junior Branch). 
Tushbbandar (Senior Branch). 
Kakina. 

Panga. 

Sadyapuskami. 

Banandamm. 
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Baluufganj Dittrict— 

Bakshin Shahbazpur. 

IfeHam. Lucan A Harney. 

K. M. Roy and others. 

K. £. Basil. 

Amrajuri. 

D. N. Dutta. 

Mrs. H. A. Lucas. 

Dasmina. 

Sin. A. K. Debt, 

B. L. Roy and others. 

S. P. Ghosal. 

S. B. Ghosal and others. 

S. S. Ghosul. 

S. Ghosul. 

Madhabpushu. 

Chaudhury Md. Isnuii) Khan. 
Musanimat Haliraa Khatun. 
Mrs. Brown. 


Tippera District— 

Bhukailash, No. I. 

Paschimgaon. 

Sachar. 

Bardhan. 

Kazi. 

Nawab. 

Meher (Tagore). 
Majitpur. 


Noiikhali District — 

Bhulua. 

R. K. Bose and others. 
B. (\ Shaba, 

Punna Mean Trust. 


Chittagong District— 

Raj Kissen Banerjee. 

Ram Raiiii Tewari. 
Surendra Bijoy Roy. 

Ram Kumar Kishori Mohan 
Roy. 

Birendra Bijoy Roy, 

Padua Gupta, 

Banigram Roy. 

Lakshmi Kamini Sen. 

Musammat Earinmnnessa 
Begam. 

Promilabala DotI. 


Rajsbnhi District — 
Birkutsa. 


Dinajpur District — 

Janbaiar. No. II. 
Majdiha. 

Maldwar. 
n--.: 



QinSSl^ONS 



St 


Slatimemt r^tmd lo in Oc aiMiKr to dmm (•») of ttanoi ftMtiom No. JS5. 


Navis aid QrAuncATioNs or Maiaohs aid AssisrAiiT HAiAona 

I'M OKS THE COPBT OF WaKOS. 


KUMof OOrvr. 

Bauta to vblcb 
atipulblad. 

Ikalcaatioa. 

Data ol 
ap|Mlat> 

QmXIActMim, 



BMMt, 


Mm MaoMinjMi 
tw. 

Buntwaa Raj 

Addlilaaat Urn- 
oagar. 

I6MW0 

Itawity Magtatrata awl Datailr 

CtiUrrlof, 

Mm AMktd Chsadn 
terlwr. 

IMtio 

Aadataat Ma^ 
aacrr 

k-MMJ 

Nub'ltajMtty Oidlaator. 

BaImi mrrfi4r»Ui Soy 

Ditto 

Ditto (Hadarb 

last 

MaiMgar Jfadia Ra) Waitit" 
Baiate. 

B«b« rnifUlU ChMkdtB 
1>M. U A 

Bamdabrur aod 
INkchrolr. 

Maaaffrr 

ft>T-lgBO 

“"wiisnsu.,. 

BaIw FhMUAtirv Hbu- 
•tma MHn. 

Xabtaadal 

fMtto 

It-lWt 

Kub ltaiNity CoOMtor. 

Balia Htttfhir (liandra 
Sm. Bi. 

Ditto 

Aaibrtaot Ma> 
nafrr 

tI A IgSI 

Tralnwl In Uw? Cowl *4 Wanla 
•V»trm of oftak under Uetif* 





ral Manager. (%a»ii of IM. 
fata*. Mymttnaliigh. 

JtailNi KubHMt (luuiara 
Atdi. it A. 

IMtto 

^ttli Managfr . 

1D&<USI 

Natanlntendant, Dbaokofa Nn, 
11 Warda' RMata. 

Batw MttrMli OiaiMira 
lt<« <tpad) 

Panlhatl and 
lUha 

ltaoa«er 

l»-lM9Sk 

RX'flolUeMaot Kaouogo. 

Balia Nayaorodn ('tkaa i 
<lra 

IHtto 

IHlfo 

July m3 

Uta Managar. Khararia Watdi*' 
RoMte. 

Baba ftatyarantaa 

Maiomdar. 

Jankvuar No. ! 

Ditto 

ISftlgto 

Cl^la Hutiartntandaot, Dacca 
Nawab BMata. 

BitfNi HInumti}' Koy 

Uovardaoaa and 
Khararia. 

JcAot Manager 

k'ltlMO 

RX'hatttctnmt Kanuafo. 

Baba Jadab CThaadra 
BaMflat. 

Hbowaolpor . . 

Kaaagfr 

IS-lO'lgll 

Carrie Auoartotandant. I>ac«a 
Nawab Katata. 

Babtt Fnaaotbo b‘ath 
OlKMb. 

(ItaUaiMU 

rnuo 


l*ia-(‘^(urt Manager of tha 





Katato. 

Babo Sa>MMira Baib 
Battarie*. 

Tagort 

Wtto 

19'S^mi 

Bx SatUamaat Kaaitofo and 
lately aamlMlad Manager.. 





Indian Iron HIrri and Co«> 

pmty. 

Bab« Jitdkh Cbaodra 
MBta. 

KaMoabasar Raj 

DtUo 







Be««a]. ^ 

Baidvl Iftalkb Mobam- 
Mad Vaaoa. B.L. 

byadpicr TniK 

imto 

17-MMO 

rviadar. 


DaoM Bavab 

CMaf MaaMisr 


CcOaetor. 

B^ 8aM» Aaalb 
HatlbM OiatMfBa. 

Kasi Alaaddla 
atkd KarUrk- 

Sa^rtatcMlasi, 


1 RcUrad Bob^Dtintty Cattaotor. 


vmi 




Mr D. L maoMit, Bart 

Cbaadia 

Bbowa 

IIMaaldfm.Xo.n 

Managar 

Ditto 

tk-lMMl 

It'i'lBSB 

U 0 ^ mpmrnmOmt at 
huUm. 

Into AaMMiml Magagar, Da 





Laarnry Wf^* XMato. 

IMiMibMi Dm 

imMioMh 

baspar. 

Ditto 

i^mi 

ibib Managar. aaM# Batata. 

^ rmMk tLmmi 

lamall Cbaa- 

dtunry. 

Ditto 




iMMwtor. Milniand Orann 
^ Wardt' Batoiaa. Bakar* 


Hit. Btowa .. 

Ditto 

14-k-liBl 

Matiagaf at tiia 
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IlRiliB Of Offloer. 

EiUte In Bdildi 
appointed. 

DeaignaUon. 

Date of 
appolttt- 
ment. 

QttaltteiKttaii. 

f 

EbI Sahib Uinodlal 
OhoBh, ».L. 

Btiukallaah No. 

I, Paw^im- 
gafm, Bardhan, 
^har Mailt- 
pur, Mehar 

Ckneral Manager 

31-5-1P20 

i 

Ajfdftant MLaaagBr, Bboi 
W'arda* EaUte. 

Babti UohcDdralAl 

Sarkar. 

Ditto 

AiMiatant Ma- 
nager 


Naxlr, Chittagong Colleetoni 

MauM Mnhaminad Hid' 
digue. 

Nawab E»tate 

Manager 

P-&-1P30 

ScrtJement Kanuago. ' 

Maulvi Habilrnddhi Ah- 
med. 

Kaxl 

Ditto 

b-S-lPSO 

(QualUcatloa not known.) 

Balm BhUjpendra Nath 
Hhattacharjt. 

Bhulua. Saha 
and Ibjao Ea- 
Ute. ' 

Oenerai Manager 

22'Mt)31 

Pre-Court Manager, uf 1 
£aute. 

BaiMi Dwl)endra Nath 
Makherje<', M.A.. B.L. 

Kakina, Tuah- 
Idundar (Ju- 
nior aud Se- 
nior) 

Manager 

1-5I931 

S«Tetar>’. Dlatrict Boi 
gi-Parganaa. 

Babtt Balkuntha 

Chandra Sun. 

Panua, HMlya- 
puahkartni, 
itamandanga. 

DitU) 

4-H-liKe« 

Prr-t'tmit ManagBr, BM 
dauga. 


Ral lahadur KE8HAB CHANDRA BANERJI: Will the Hon‘1 

Member he pleased to state how many members of the depressed claw 
are there in the estates under the management of the Court of Ward 


Thf Hon*bl« Sir PROVASH CHUNDER MITTER: 1 a«k | 

notice. 


UNSTARRED QUESTIONS 

(aatwert to which wore kid on the table) 

EsUlit in Khulna aolil for arroart of poum, 

5S. Bahu SUK LAL NACi Will the Hon'ble Member in charge 
the lievenue l>e})ariment be pleased to lay on the tuUe a stateme 
showing from January* to June, — 

(t) the number of cesa-peying defaulters in the district of Khnto 
(ti) how many of the defaulters applied for time; 

(ill) how many of these apfdications were granted; 

(t>) how many taluh and zumindanei hare been sold for nc 
paym^it of cesses and at what price, if any ; and 

(v) the names of purehasers ^ those tofeie# and 









■QUKS^OKS. ''ft 

* Ifct HmIM* Ur raoVMM OHUNDIR MITTtRl (») 37T tmak 

aad 402 sepmute accounts. 

(ti) sir. 

(m) 361. 

(t» and (r) A ^tntcnicnt is laid on the table. 


nStaiement referred to iii the anstrer to vlausex (n > and (f) of unstnrred 
que$tion .V«. .> 9 . ihowing the estates sohi and }hnr purchasers in 
the dutnrt of Khulna from January to June, J93'J. 


I. HRvrfittMo.frr^ No H. jkiIu'v- 

r RtfttKiii KAUroA. 

initeRi No. 1300 
1301 
I3<»J 

„3. No. 21 B, |>oIh’«». 

«t«(k»n iHtmurtn. 

4 . Tmni No. 8 .1, Aiaur|iRrR 

Twill No. im. pw^gwii TiJibjnir .. 

8. Tutsi No. 1242, fiargUMi TiUil>|mr 

T. mimUi So. 82 B, poliw* 

^ hiatiofi Kiliipuij, 

$ Truxi No. 74, iMurgin* Isi/fmr 

i. ^ Bmrentir irtm ONUto So. 8jB, ixtlioo- 
Itution ShyMimigor. 

ToU4 price it which k 


the pmrhamrw. 

HemiuiU Kiiinitr Otioiie, R.A. for Halt 
NriH Mutra. of rttarchitm, police. 
KtAtioit liwliirii, 24>pAr|pMUMi. 

Htmtenilri Nath Ihitla, of Khulna 

Ditto. 

Nilmtiin Dim, Blowier, Khulni* 

Jovthih erhandn Chakrinirtjr, of PiUut. 
hltog, Khulna. 

HentariU Kumar Ghoie, H,A. for Ifalaii 
Bundari Devi, of Bard wan. 

Manindra Nath Boro. I*kwd«r, Khulna. 

Prohodh Kumar ilanerioe, of Kunderia. 
policeatatioii ARiaRuiJ, fChutna. 

Id—Ra. SS 8 . 14 . 8 . 


KuUitMlla KhM Mahal Ofitoar. 

8a Mauiri RURAL AMAR OHOUDHURYl (a) Will tb« Hon’W* 
Jlmber in charge of the Itevetiue Department be [deeaed to state 
whether it is a fact that a has been in charge of the Kutubdia 

khm wuthal otfices for about a decade? 

If ^ affinnative, will the Hon^ble 

^ I»I«tteed to state the reasons for his unusual retention in the 
•WBe piace in contravention of Government practice? 

(O Have the Oovenunent considered the luideeirebility of retainin* 
aa Offiiwfor such a long period in an isolated place UlM KatubdiaP 

(d) II so, are the Ooveminent considering the desirabiUty of traas. 
Umnf liiin at an eorljr date? 
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Tht Hon'bla Sir PR0VA8H OHUNDCR HITTER: (a) Since 

October, 1924. 

(6) and (c) The question was considered by the Board of Revenue in 
1929, and in view of the officer’s intimate knowledge of his jurisdic- 
tion, his interest in improvements, his appi'oaching retirement and tbe 
strong nH.'ommendation of the Coinmissioner, it was decided that he 
should not he transferred. 

(d) No. He will retire shortly . 

Mauivi TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: Will the Hon’ble Member be 
pleased to stale whether the (\>llector made certain adverse remarks 
against this officer? 

The Hon’ble Sir PR0VA8H CHUNDER HITTER: I want 

notice. 


Detenu students. 

60. Mauivi NURAL ABSAR CHOUDHURY: (o) Will the llon ble 
Member in charge of the l*oiitical Depaitment ho pleastnl to state the 
number of |>ersous airest^Ml under the Bengal ('riminal Law' Amendment 
Act since 19dl ? 

{h) How' many of them are students who were prosecuting their 
studies ? 

(c) How’ many of them are within their teens? 

{d) Are the (loveniment considering the desirability of — 

(i) allowing them to prosecute their studies; and 

(ii) releasing them so that they might do so? 

(e) If the answer to {d) {it) is in the negative, do the Govt^mment in- 
tend allowing them reasonable facilities for the prosecution of their 
studies by detaining them at their res[)ective homes or jdaces of studies 
ut least under 4‘ertain conditions? 

Tha Hofi’bla Mr. R. N. REID: (a) 976. 

(h) and (v) The information cannot be furnished without the detailed 
examination of the rer’ords of all the above persons, a labour which 
Ooveniment are unable to undertake with their present staflf. 

(d) (t) and (e) Government allow reasonable facilities to detenus iw 
camps and jails to {wosecute their studies. 

(i) (It) No. 
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CmMing ill th# Ctmival nm Hownh ftaflwiy 

§i. Or. AMULYA RATAN CHOSE: (a) Will the Hon'ble Member 
in charge of the Police l)e(Huiment Ik* iiIwimhI to stale a-hnt steps, if 
any, have been taken to stop gambling in the carnivals at Calcutta 
ami Howrah and with what result? 

(b) Has it been 

(c) Is the llou’ble Memla^r aware that gainbiing is still going 
on insid<* the carnival in fi-ont of the Howrah Uailway Station on the 
Grierson Road ? 

(tl) What step, if any, was taken with regani to this {airticuliir 
carnival ? 

(e) If no step was taken, will the Hoirble MVmber Ik^ fdeastMl to 
state the reasons therefor? 


MEMSER in charge of POLICE DEPARTMENT (the H0A*blc 
Mr. R. N. Reid): (.d Di.strirt (dlicers and the (\miniissioner of l*olice 
have l»eeri iiistriictfd to pronei ute prcnnoters of curniMils whenever they 
find that any games playe<l therein offend against the jmivisions of the 
Bengal l*iiblic (rambling Act. 

ib) (t|s*n gambling \h rejstrtefl to have bfH*n Htof>|KM], but it is not 
|iOSHibIe to stop Me<Tet gambling when the |Kdice are not jn'esent. 

(c) and ifi) (tnlers have Issm issmsl to close this carnival with 
effect f mm 15 th August, 19 Jt 2 . 

if) Does not arise. 

Dr. AMULYA RATAN CHOSE: Will the Ilon'hle Memlier be 
pleased to state with reference to answers (r) and (d) why even now 
the orders have not l>een carried out? 

Tlli HOfi*blc Mr. R. N. REID: If the bon'ble member suggest# that 
gambling is still going on in this carnival I will make inquiries. 


DM MIcmiim for pgticnis in the GMciilia MWMd OcHcfi HeepitaM 

ML Rita PROFULLA KVWkH GUHAg (a) Will the Hon’bU 
Miniiter in charge of the Ix>cal Self-Government I)epariment be pleased 
to etatc— 

(i) what is the daily rate of diet allowance for Europeans an<^ 
Indians tn the Calcutta Medical Odlege Hbepitab; 
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(ii) whether the arrangementfl and facilities for the communities 
are the same; and 

(in) whether there is any donation from anybody in regard to diet 
in the Medical College group of hoepitals? 

(6) If the answer to (a) (Hi) is in the affirmative, will the Hon^ble 
Minister be pleased to state the names of the donor or donors? 

Tha Hon’ble Mr. BUOY PRASAD SINDH ROY: (a) (i) The rate 

for patients who take European diet is Ke. 1 and that for patients who 
take Indian diet is annas 8. 

(«) Yes. 

(Hi) There have been no d(niati«)ns si>ecific*ally for diet in the Medi- 
cal College Hospitals. 

(b) The question does not arise. 

Aoqulttid aoouMd gtiadanti in the (NiitUi 0 Dng Armoury Raid oaaa. 

S3. Mauivi NURAL ABSAR CHOUDHURY: (a) U the Hon ble 

Meml>©r in charge of the Political l)t>pJU'traent aware that out of the 
30 accuswl against whom chargi»s had Ikhmi framed in the Chittagong 
Armoury Raid C 4 ise, 16 accused were ac^juitted by the Special Tribunal? 

(b) How many of them were students? 

(c) How long were they in custody? 

(d) How many of them are within their teens? 

(c) Is it a fact that all these 16 i»ersons have been arrested under 
the Bengal Criminal Law Amendment Ac t as soon as the judgment 
was pronounced in jail and were taken to Calcutta along with the 
convicted persons? 

(/) Do the Government intend to release ut least those who ore 
students to enable them to prosecute their studies; or to intern them 
ot home or at the place of their studies under certain conditions? 

Tim HOfPbl# Mr. R. N. REID: (a) Yes. 

(b) 11 . 

(c) They were arrested on various dates between the l^h April, 
1930, and lOth July, 1930. 

(d) 10, 

(e) Yes. 

(f) In the case of one orders have been {wssed under seotioo 2 (T) 
(<i) (h) (c), Bengal Orimkial Law Amendment Act. It has not beim 
lound possible to take sucb action in tbe case of the others. 
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OOViRNMENT BILLS. 

TIm SMisal Motor Vohielflo Tax (At.- Bill, ItSS. 

Tho Hon'Mo Mr. BUOY PRASAD SINCH ROYt Sir, I Iwg to 
introduce a Bill to amend the Bengal Motor Vehirlen Tax .Vet. 1932. 

[The Secretary then read the short title of the Bill.] 

Mr. C. C. COOPER: On a point of fx^ntonal explanation, Sir Got- 
•rnmeiit in explaining tHe Ohjecta and Keaaona of thin amending Bill 
have lieen pleaded t4> take iny name in vain, anil to have rather given 
the impre»»ioii that my amendment waa reAimnaihle for the defec't in 
the Iwiniii of taxation in the exiHtiiig BilL Such ie not the ruAe, an my 
original uineudment AulHtuntially the wime ua that now proponed 
in the amending Hill in haeing taxation on overall width overall 
length of larH. My amendment wiia altered at the AUggention of the 
Government exf>erfs to wheel haAe^traek, whirh alteration (‘anml the 
lo»» of revenue which the amending Bill now »eeks to remedy, hut I 
inuRt diAciaiiri all re**|M»n«iihilily for the mistake which occurred. 


The Hon'Me Mr. BUOY PRASAD SINCH ROY: I leg u. move 

that the said Bill l>e referre<l to a Selwt (Niinmittee crinsisting of — 


(/) Mr. H. P. V. Townend; 

Mr. (*. (f. C(K>per ; 

(J) Mr. U. W. I/eeNoii ; 

(^) Mr. R. ifiggitiR; 

(r5) Khan Bahadur Maulvi Alimuxzaman Chaudhuri; 
(6") Rni Bahadur KeAhuh Phandra Baiierji ; 

(7) Babu Satiah (.*haiidra Ray Chowdhury; 


W Mr. 8. M. Boae; 

(9) Maulvi Tamixuddin Khan ; 

(JO) Rai Sahib Sarat Chandra Bal; 
(77) Mr. D. J. Cohen; 


(JJJ) Khan Bahadur Muhammad Abdul Motnin ; 
(IS) Mr. A. F. M. Abdur-Habman ; 

(7^) Shan l^f^^^aulvi Axixul Haqua; and 
(7d) tlie moirar. 
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with instruction to submit their report within three days from the date 
on which this motion is carried in Council and that the number of 
members whose presence shall be necessary to constitute a quorum shall 
be five. 

I owe an explanation to the House as to w hat has made in the amend- 
mcut of the Bengal Motor Vehicles Tax Act necessary so soon after 
it was placed on the Statute book and was brought into force. At the 
ouUet I may mention that this Bill proposes no change in the principles 
of the Act or any important alteration even in the pro(;edure of its 
working. The Bill aims at only removing some of the difficulties which 
have l)een experienced in actual working; it provides certain facilities 
about refund of tax on cars kept but not used and offers facilities to 
owners of private cars about re-registration and production of cars at 
the time of renew’ing tlie license. It also provides less drastic measures 
for rec<ivery of the tax. Another object of this amending Bill is to 
remove a defwt in the provision for taxing private cars in the First 
Schedule of the Act, as well as a Innnw in section 11 about the pro- 
cedure of distribution of the prm'eeds from this tax. These are the 
principal amendments in the Bill. I now propose to explain them in 
detail. 

The words “kept or U8ed“ in the Act have given rise to difficulties. 
They cover a car which is not in running order or which i.s laid up in 
store and they have the effect practically of making section 4 (3) of 
the Act, for refund or remnssion of tax on cars not actually in use, a 
dead letter. The words “kept for use” proposed instead, are to be 
^und in the Bihar and Orissa Act, the Central Provinces Act, the 
United Provinces Act, and the Punjab Act. 

The pmvision for annual re-registration of all cars in sub-section 
(4) of section 4 of the Ac t is proposed to be (ancelled. The provision 
was intended to facilitate the coile<tion of the tax. It enabled the 
authorities to keep trace of all cars in the province, liecaiise all would 
automatically eoine up for inspection once a year; and the poesibility 
of cancellation of registration, if tux were not paid promptly, was a 
very iK>werful instrument of collection. It is now found that this 
provision would cause very considerable inconvenience to the public 
and incidentally would make payment by the quarter impossible. It 
was decided to give up re-registration and to sul>stitute other less sweep- 
ing provisions to secure payment of the tax. 

Instead of cancelling registration of a car for non-payment of tax 
in time, it it now* pniposed, if any |)erson fails to deliver a dedamtion ^ 
according to secdion (1 of the Act the Taxing Officer mav, after tn aVi u g 
such inquir>' as he thinks fit and after Ri^'i|y^|WlH>rtunity to such 
l^rson to be beard, if he so desires, require any tax or addi* 

tional tax which the Taxing Ofiicer may finoWS^Prson liable to pay 
for any quarterly period or periods under tha pitmstotui of this Act 
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and may alw impoaa on him a penaliy which may axtand to half tha 
amoYtnt of th<* tax to which he b found liable. Thi» provision is taken 
Iftnii the Punjab Motor Vehicles Act and the P^riited Provim'^s Act. 

Tender the present Act there is no power to recover the tax from 
a person convicted for non-payment : the only course would lie to prose- 
cute him a^in : he could W fined an amount more than eciual to the 
tax, hut the fine would fjo to the freiieral revenues niid will not be avail- 
able for expenditure on roads. It is now proposed to have jmwer to 
recover the penalty imjHieed as arrears of public demand and also to 
have powers to recover the amount (»f any tax due as fine imposed under 
section of the Act. The pn»vision for re<‘overv of tax as urreur of 
public demand has been provided for in the Mndrtis, Punjab and the 
TJnite<l Pmvinces Acts ami also in the Calcutta Municipal Act, though 
the machiner\- is a little diflfercnt. 

SiH tion 11 of the Act which provides for the distribution of the 
tax under the Act lays down the order in which the tax is to lie dis- 
tributed and spent. The amendment is intended to alUiw continuity 
of the policy providing for payment of any instalment of sums sanc- 
tioned in a previous year f*>r coiiipleling works in progress. The Act 
does not provicle for securing jmyment for any such work at present^ 
unle^s by a needlessly large grant at the outset. 

SulMdauses “fourthly and fifthly*^ of seciitm 11 ns they stand, 
make piat tically imptHsihle the application of any funds derived from 
the (axes to the iinprnv»>ttieiit f»f any road not l)elonging to the local 
authority. Hi is Im.s Wen pnivided for in the alteration pro|M)sed by 
clause 7 of the Hill in sub-sect ion ( 2 ) of this swtioii will lie a safe- 
guar<i against any misuse of (his clause which provides that the pro- 
ceeds of the tux shall Iw* entered in a separate nccouiii and shall W 
enifdoyed as u supplement to and not in suhstilutiou for any funds 
whi**h would ol|ierwi*M« he ex|a*nde«l on roads by the Icsral (lovernineiit 
or by local authoiilies, and the haal (loveriuiient may in any year 
refuse «ir reduce f'ontrihiitions (4> Im» made under this section to any 
Wal authority which has failed to allot fur expenditure on nmds during 
that year, or to exjwnd on roads during the previous year, a sum 
«<)ual to the average amount annually expended on rtiuds by that local 
authority during the thrc»e years ending on the thirty-first day of 
March, Km 


It is also proposed to amend Schedule 1 of the Act about the taxa- 
tion of private cars, when overall measurement was substituted for 
ttitting capacity in the Bill as introduced in this Houae it was intended 
to keep the rate of taxation the same as was already in fonse in 
Calcutta.' But the effect was to defeat the object aimed at; the rate 
of tax OH all private caw, except the very largest, was reduced from 
Ra. 4S to Rs« 40, which was never intended. It is obviously unjust 
Mmt the big cars should pay no more than the smallest cars; it meuta 
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a liHM of revenue which was never the object of the amendment accept- 
ed to this clause of the Bill. Eupees 48 was the amount which they 
used to pay to the Calcutta Corporation and I may explain here that 
no responsibility is sought to be saddled on Mr. Cooper for his amend- 
ment. Government did not intend that it should be bo reduced but 
now from the actual experience of the working of the Act it is found 
that except the very big cal’s, cars have generally escaped adequate 
taxation anj the tax on them has come down from Hs. 48 to Es. 40. 
But it was never intended that it should be so. It is now proposed 
therefore to <cliarge Rs. 48 instead of Ei. 40 for vehicles measuring 
more than 40 sciuure feet but not more than 60 s(]uare feet overall. 
This amendment is therefore meant only for removing an anomaly 
whic'h was not anticipated. 

These are now the main provisions of the Bill which, as I have 
already mentioned, proposes no change in the principles of the Act or 
any far-reaching amendment even in the prot edure; on the other hand, 
it offers certain facilities to owners and introduces improvement in 
mutters of realisation of taxes. 


t3-30 p.m. 

Dr. AMULYA RATAN CHOSE: Sir, 1 beg to move, by way of 
amendment, that the Bill Ik* circulated for tlie puri>oses of eliciting 
public opinion thereon wdthin two months from the date on which this 
motion is carried in Council. 

Sir, it is generally the pnwtice of this Council that whenever a Bill 
is introduced it is circulated for the purpose of elii iting public opinion 
thereon; and in doing that Government, 1 believe, do n very reasonable 
thing that public opinion is tii>t of all taken on it and then if the Bill 
is fouml very suitable, it is placed before the Select Committee for 
considerntioii so that the Select Committee may he in a position to be 
^ided by public opinion as well. Therefore, Sir, it is ver>' prudent 
tnat the Bill should lie cin'ulated for eliciting public opinion. It 
might l)e that the provisions of the Bill are well knoam to the HonTde 
Minister and the Secretary who have taken part in drafting the Bill 
but the iueml>ers of the public are unaware whether the provisions are 
good or laid. Therefore they should he allowed some time to consider 
the Bill from their jMiint of view and then the Select Committee may 
consider the jwints of view submitted by the public and place the 
result of their deliberations before this Council. With these words, I 
commend my motion to the acceptance of the House. 

Dr. HARfiH OHANDRA SEN QURTAs Sir, I beg to suppoH ilm 
motion of Br. Amulya Hatan Qhose not because I like it but becmuM 
it is the only alternative to the proposal which has been made by iha 
Hon^bte Minister which 1 like less. Bir, the Bill, as the hii 
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juti Mftrnt, is a very shoil measure wliieh does not. deal witli any 
queition of principle nnd if the Hon'ble Minister had asked to pass it 
at one sittinir I should have voted for him. But this Bill the Hon*ble 
Minister wants to send to a Select Committee consisting of as many as 
16 members — a great many of them hailing from the mufaMml. This 
reminds me of the Bengali adage, TIW tt^ ♦tf fTI It is 

preposterous. In view of this, the only procedure that seems feasible 
for UN is to NUpport the motion of Dr. Dhoejc, unless the HoiCtdo 
Mininter were to accept a s|Kirting <»ffer to cut down the Select Com- 
mittee hy half the nuinl>er, in w*hich cane 1 would give him my fullest 
support. 

There is another observation w hich I would like to make witli regaril 
to this Bill. I think the Hon’ble Minister hoa by now learnt the price 
he has to pay for the hurry in passing this Motor Vehicles Act. There 
was a mo^t unreascmable hurry for which there was absolutely no 
justification whatHiK*ver and now the nemesis has cotne in the s}ia{>e <»f 
payment of travcdling allowances on a large scale. (Several voices; 
No travelling allowance/) I am S4>rry, I witlolraw. As we have 
waited for such a long time we might wait for a few days longer, 
Mr. (Nx^per’s aiuendm«*iit was iiitiodiiced ami accepted without any »'on- 
sidenition. And now*, Mr. ('(K>|H‘r does not want to take any responMi- 
bility for it and the Minister in not willing to shoiihler it. Tin* whole 
thing w'an d<»ne witlouit any consideration whatsoever. That in not the 
w'ay of j»assing legislation, least of legislation iiiipie^ing taxes. That is 
not the way of passing any legislation and that is an object lesHon 
which, I hope, the iloiChle Minister w’ill lay to his heart in dealing 
w^ith the Bengal Municipal Bill whic h we are now coriKidering. 


Mr. 4. CAMPBELL FORRESTER: Sir, it is cpiite evident (hat 
this Act has lieen tixi hastily drafted. It is an unjust Act, and 1 am 
pleased that the Goveniment has seen the necessity of amending it 
practically on the lines suggested by the (Corporation. All things are 
nut had that come fnim the Corfioration, and I pemoiially am gratihed 
to be able to find that even the Government think that. The inten- 
tion, when this amendment wa« accepted, was to have approximately 
tbe tame scale of taxation as under the Calcutta Municipal Act, 1923, 
and opportunity is now being taken of effecting this. The existing tax 
prewMtfi heavily on the less wealthy owners. There should be a distinct 
difference between tbe car that is used solely for business purposes and 
the car that is only used for joy rides. For instance the varioue 
broken have almost to a man given up (heir office jouns and substituted 
tbe Baby type of car. This does much less damage to the road and 
takea up leas road space. All brokers should be encouraged to do this^ 
aa it saves money on road repairs. Motor lorries are taxed so heavily 
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tkat to try and make it pay^ it is overloaded^ and thus there is destruc- 
tion to roads and, I fear, eventual failure for owners as they are over- 
taxed, and it will probably result in the bulloc*k carts cominfc lar^ye 
numbers on the roads once more to the discomfort of motor drivers and 
distressing to humanitarians. 

Now, Sir, when it comes to taxation, I sujfgest the easiest way to 
tax motor cars is by horse-power. 



Rs. 

H. P. 

Rs. 

For instance, 3 H. P. Baby 

Austin typoH of car would run 

into . . 

3 

7 

21 

Citroen 

3 

8 

24 

Fiat 

3 

8 

24 

Singer . . 

3 

8 

24 

Humber 

3 

8 

24 

Rover . . 

3 

7 

21 

Standard 

3 

9 

27 

Austin 

3 

10 

30 

Citroen 

3 

10 

30 

Armstrong Siddly . . 


12 

36 

Bentley 


16 

48 

Chrysler 


16 

48 

Daimler 


16 

48 

Highn-jkm^r cars. 

Cadellao 


31 

93 

Chrysler 


32 

96 

Minerva 


30 

90 

Bolls Hoyce 


22 

m 

Ditto 


43 

129 


Sir, I would ahno jM)int out that the taxation on motor cycles and 
motor cycle cars presses very heavily oii the less wealthy |K)rtion of the 
jHipulation who have to use such cars as u means of transport and it is 
often the only means whereby they can take the wdfe and child foi* an 
outing. 

Sir, with these ol>servations, I feel that this Bill should go back for 
consideration on an adjustment of the scale of taxation ba.sed on horse- 
power which, in my belief, is only just and proper. 

BUmi KHETTER MOHAN RAYs Sir, I supiiort the motion of Dr. 
Amulya Batan Qhose, The Bill was inissed in 19»12, Only 3 or 4 
months* working revealed certain defects, bec^aiise, the Bill was hurried 
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ihmmgh the Council. I cannot agw with Dr. N. C. Sen Gupta when 
he md that no principle was involved in the present Bill; lietnuise the 
dietribotion of pnHeeris must be baseil on jwmie principle, the local 
bodies ouffbt tu l)e consulted in the iiintter. Almost all the taxes are to 
be realised from Imal areas under their jurisdiction. I think therefore 
that it is fair that the Iwal authorities should l)e consulted and the Bill 
be circulated to elicit their opinion. 


SATYENDRA NATH ROY* I was one of those who supjKirt- 
ed the introduction of the Motor Vehicles Taxation Act in order that it 
ffive H<ime revenues to the hn'al biHlies who could not impose any 
tax outside (^al<‘utta. Sir, during the debate on the Motor Vehicles Bill 
in February last I propof»ed scune amendments to the Select Coininittee** 
ItejHirt, es{MH'ially with reprJ»rd to the motor buses Wause the taxation 
on Hurh buses was based on the cnpai ity leavinjf the bus owners a 

very small margin of [irofit. Durinir the delmle Mr. C<K>|ier pn»posed 
an amendment to the orijriiial prim-iple of taxin^r on the seating* capa- 
city — 


Kluui Batuulur Mauivi AZIZUL HAQUE: Sir, I rise on a |M>int of 
order. Is the nieinlMT in nnler to divuljre the secrets of the Select Com- 
mittee? 

BalNl SATYENDRA NATH ROY: Sir, in Council Mr. Cssijwr 
introduced this amendment basetl on the S4*ating capacity which was, I 
understaiiil, pre\al**nt in the ('uh tittii CorjMiration. Mr. Cimjier is of 
cours*» ail expert in jute and cannot Im* expected to know the noMiHure- 
ments of the different tyjies of ear. I understand there was also an 
expert on that. cMM*asif»n to help the llonMde Minister and in spite of 
there l>eii}g an ex|»ert there has been a loss of re%'enue of tjver a lakh, 

I therefore hope that this measure should have the very careful consi- 
deration of the nieiiilM>r*i of the Seb^ t ( onimitfee and I hope that the ex- 
pert memWr, who has l»eeii appoiiite«l to deni with this matter, would 
aee that there i** no further fall of revenue. 

Tilt Hoffl’bit Mr. BldOY PRASAD iINCH ROY: Sir. I rise to 
opjKMie this amendment. Itr. Ghofte has said that the practice is that 
whenever Oovemment introdm es a Bill it is sent out for circulation for 
eliciting' public opinion but I may remind him that every rule has got 
an exception; it is an exception which proves the rule. The justifica- 
tion for rushing this Bill was the revenue which Government derived 
frcim this taxation. The Calcutta r<»r|mration used to get a maximum 
nmount of Us. 4 lakhs mid but this year we have collected already alxiut 
R«. 7 lakhs. Gn the basis of 00 per cent, of the cars paying for the 
whole yi»r, it will bring nothing less than Rs, 12 lakhs for the improve* 
Mmit of roads. I would appeal to the members who hail from the* 
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fnufoisdl and who represent the local bodies to bear in mind that H is 
rery important from their point of view that this Bill should go 
through as early as possible and it is with that object in view that the 
Bill is being rushed through, if at all, during this session. So Govern- 
ment has nothing to repent, as Dr. Sen Gupta seems to think, for the 
loss of a sum of Rs. 2J lakhs which may seem paltry to him but certain- 
ly to the Government of Bengal, situated as they are at present, it is a 
very large sum. 

3-46 p.m. 

Mr. Cooper’s amendment was not placed in the Act without consi- 
deration. It was purely an accident which nobody on earth could avoid. 
Accidents always occur, and I think no human being 

Mft NAftENDRA KUMAR BASU: Government of Bengal is not a 
human being; it is absolutely inhuman. 


The HOfi’ble Mr. BidOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Dr. Sen Gupta 
thinks that I he Select (Vunmittee is too large. We have only those 
persons who served on the original Select ( oinmittee. It may l)e large 
or small, but wo want to have their experience ot the Act. So far th© 
Bill has brought in a very large revenue to (iciveinmeiit. 

As regards the suggestion of Mr. Campliell Forrester that the Baby 
Austin should l)e exempted from this high rate of taxation, I would 
refer him to clause 16 of the Act— -“the I/)cal Government by uotifico- 
tion in the CaJeuttu Gazette may exempt either totally or partially, any 
motor vehi(‘Ies or class of motor vehicles from the tax, so that if Govern- 
ment find that the Baby cars are very hard bit, there is this provif»ion 
which will enable Government to come to their relief. There U no 
necessity of sending this Bill for circulation for obtaining public opi- 
nion. As I have said there is no imjwrtant change in the principle, no 
important change even in the prwedure of working the Act which is in- 
cor|H>ruted in this Bill, m> public opinion is not necessary. There is 
no provision of the Bill on which public opinion has not been obtained. 
It is a purely formal amendment which is now hnmght forward. 

The motion that the Ben^^l Motor Vehicles Tax (Amendment) Btll. 
1932, be circulated for the purpose of eliciting public opinion thereon 
within two months from the date on which this motion is carried in 
Council was put and lost. 

Of. AMULYA RATAN CHOSE: I do not wish to move the amend* 
nient about the personnel of the f^lect Committee, but I wish to mofi 
jmy other amendment. 
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IW Miib AKSHOV KUMAR tENl I Ug ta more that after the 
iiAtiit of Khan Bahadur Maulvi Axixul Haqae the following names be 
inaerted, namely: — 

Babu Suk 1^1 Nag; and 
Rai Sahib Akshoy Kumar Sen. 

It bas been already mentionwl by Dr. Sen Gu]>ta Umt the list of the 
menil>er« on the jirojKiNed Select (Nmimittee up]>eiin< to be very long, 
and in spite of that 1 beg to move this motion, because, Sir, it cannot 
lie naid that the mufassal memherH have [ess interest in it than the town 
members. 1 fail to understand whv Dr. Sen Gupta says this, InHUiuse 
he also hails from the and has <*ome as a representative of a 

mufoMiol district, though in rei'ent years he has come to live in (^dcutla 
for the purpose of practice. My submission is that the mu/ajual 
memherH may liuve mu<h more interest than Dr. Sen Gupta; they may 
own many more cars than he di»es, and they may also have much inter- 
est in public affairs, for exumj>le hwal Ualies and the like w'ifh which 
they have to deal. This is a matter of taxation and the mu facial 
meinlrers are not less interested than any other member of this Houjw. 
I commend my motion to the acieptani'e of the Ilouse. 


Dr. NAREtH CHANDRA SEN CUPTAl As reganla the argument 

alaiut mufa»*al meml>ers, 1 may {mint out thot there are as many an 
seven mu^a4ial mem tiers already on this Select Committee. 

Dr« AMULYA RATAN CHOSE 8 1 Wg to move that for the words 
'*with instruction to submit their report within three days” the words 
”with instruction to submit their rejmrt within three months” Im 
•ubeiituted. 

In ibis sec'tiiin of the Council the memliers are so very busy with the 
discussion on the Bengal Municipal Bill, that 1 do not think they will 
have much time Ui amsider and submit their re|)ori within three days. 
That is the very' short pericMl inentiooed in the Bill. Therefore, Sir, I 
think it is necessary that the members should be given ample oppor- 
tunity to consider this Bill thoroughly and submit their rejiort within 
three months. T think three months' time will be quite reasonable, and 
I uomiuend my motion to the acceptance of the House. 

Mr. iHANTI tHEKHARitWAR RAY I This amendment is a very 
reaeonable one, and 1 think the Hon 'hie Minister will see his way to 
accept it. Members of the iSelect Committee cannot poestbly study the 
question thoroughly within three days, and I thbk even if this measure 
il thought bafmo the Council next week, 1 think it may not he possible 
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lor the members to offer any criiicitim on the Bill. The Hon’ble Minis- 
ter got the original Bill passed in a hurry in spite of our protests, and 
I think he is wiser now. Within this short time he has come forward 
with this amending Bill; it is not only the question of Mr. Cooper’s 
indiscretion for which he has come forward, but the only redeeming 
feature about the original Bill was the allocation of the tar which has 
been realised from motor car owners. But, Sir, there are other mis- 
takes that have been brought to notice as a result of the working of the 
Act. As an administrative measure it has proved a failure. It has 
caused great inconvenience to the public and if the matter is not^ care- 
fully considered, then further mistakes are likely to be committed, and 
I am afraid the Hon’ble Minister will have to come forward with 
another amending Bill. One should be careful about this legislation, 
and I advise the Hon’ble Minister not to hurrj- such important matters 
through. His other argument is that he was in a hurr^ to assist 
viufiuml local Iwdies. I would ask him how much he has been able to 
contribute to mufdxsal local bodies up to this time. Government bas 
got this money, hut the local iMxlies have not received a single 

pie out of this fund, and 1 do not know what the (tovernment is going 
to pay it. 

Mr. NARENDRA KUMAR BA8U: 1 think the Hon’hle Minister 
should accejjt this amendment. I do not see what desperate hurry 
there is to rtish this legislation through. Several speakers have jwinted 
out the evil effects of rusing through legislaticm in this manner. So 
far as the present financial yeuii concerned, I think the crisis has 
already passed, and after this Bill emerges from Select Committee 
there will he no difficulty in raising the further tax next year. I do 
not think the Hon’ble Minister would be able to do anytliing before 
next year, and I do not, therefore, think there is any necessity to rush 
this Bill through this session of the Council. I would, therefore, 
earnestly request the Hou’ble Minister to see whether he cannot allow 
the House to have more time to consider this Bill. We do know that 
the last Select Committee, as well as the projiosed Select Committee bad, 
and will have exjierts nominated by Government on it, but we have seen 
how the expert on the last Select Committee was mistaken. And ibe 
present expert may also be of the same categoiy’. I would also suppmrt 
the suggestion made by Mr. Cami»bell Forrester about the rating of 
these motor cars on tbe basis of horse-|K)wer, and if this matter is nisbed 
through in the Select Committee in three days, and Iwought before the 
Legislative Council in a short time when we are desperately dealing 
with the Bengal Municipal Bill, I do not think the Bill will have mucii 
chance of being seriously considered by the members of the House. I 
therefore request the Hon’ble Minister to see if he cannot posaiUT' 
adjourn iho consideration of this Bill by the Council to the next steeinn* 
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Vm M«a*Mi Mr. BiMY PRAiAD tlNCH ROYl If the ron^idem- 
tifHt ol thie Bill in the Select Committee ie poetjjoned for three months, 
the result will he that the public of Bengal would lose the tax for one 
quarter at- the rate of Its. 8 per car, be<'auae 40 j>er cent, of the earn has 
not paid for the whole \ear; only 00 per cent, has paid. It i« now pro- 
pOMHl to increase the tax fi-oin Us. 40 to lU. 4H. I would ank Mr. Baau 
what he thinks of this very important point. If the cotisiderution ij» 
postponed for thr^^ months, that means a liws of K». 8 per car on 40 jier 
cent, of the cur**. (A voice: How many?) A very large number. 1 
do not think it is such an important matter which would reqiiin* more 
than three days’ consideration by the hoii’bie memljers of the Selei^t 
Committe€% who are fully conversant with the provisions of the Bill and 
are capable enough to come to the right decision in the course of three 
days. This loss of revenue will 1 h* a very high price for |K>st)Hming the 
exmsideration of this Bill for three months. 

Mr. Shanti Shekhareswar Hay has said that as an adniinistrative 
measure il has proved a failure. I say not. This Bill has w<»rkeil ver\' 
well and hr<*ught ^erv goml revenue. I admit that there were certain 
ineoineiiienceH to the <iw ners of private cars and that is exactl\ the rea- ' 
imn why thi?* Bill has been introduced. We now^ pi*o|M»se to remove this 
ineori venience. 


4 p.m. 

We have prc»fite<l by exiHwience and I do not think wo shall make 
the same mistake again. 

A* reganls the distribution of the prm’oeds to the muntci{i(i1i(ie(» 
Goremment is not going to juaket the money. It is a Hoisimto puriie 
altogether. The money will not lie <‘r«Hlited to the general csjffer of 
(ioveinnient : that is provi<le<l in the Act itself and whatever monc*>v m 
coUecteil will l>e distributtnl to the Icwal IxMlies. lliis measure is not 
in the interest of (lovemment but in the int4»rest of mu/assfil municipa- 
lities. district boimls and the C4ilcutta Corponition. 1 ufTpeal to thir 
mufasiol members to supjiort my motion for referring the Bill to 
Sdect Committee writh instructions to finish its consideration witliiii 
three dsys because the money that will Im* lost will ho a loss not to 
the Government but to the local bodies in the mufanal. 

As regards the expert, I lake this Of^iortunity to acknowlodgo 
publicly the ver> im|s>rtaiit help which Government received frtim 
Mr. Higgins. Great credit is due to him for tha suooess of tho Act 
•»d for the very large revenue which we have collected. 

.With these words I oppose the amendmeiit. 
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Or. NAREtH CHANDRA SEN GUPTAS Do I underatand ttie 
Hon’ble Minister to say that if this Bill is now passed the people who 
liave paid 

The HofPWe Mr. BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: It wiU not tore 

any retrosiiective effect. . . 

The motion of Bai Sahib Akshoy Kumar vSen was then put a^d Hotsi* 

The motion of Dr. Amulya liatan Ghose was then put and |ost. 

llie following motion was then put and agreed to: — 

“That the Bengal Motor Vehicles Tax (Amendment) Bill, 1932, life 
referred to a Sekn-t ('ommittee consisting of the Hon'ble Mr. Bijciaj 
Prasjid Singh Iloy, Mr. H. P. V. Townend, Mr. C. G. C(x>per, Mr,^^ 
W. Leeson, Mr. 11. Higgins, Khun Bahadur Maulvi Alimudmp(ia|| 
Ohaudhuri, llai Bahadur Keshab Chandra Banerji, Babu Balw 
Ghandr-a Ray Chowdhury, Mr. 8. M. Bose, Maulvi Tamisuddin Khan, 
Rai Sahib Sunit Chundni Bal, Mr. 1). J. Cohen, Khan Bahadur 
Muhammad Abdul Momin, Mr. A. F. M. Abdur Rahman, Mr. P. N. 
Guha and Khun Bahadur Maulvi Azizul Hacjne, with instruction to 
submit their reiK>rt within three days from the date on which this 
motion is carried in Council and that the number of members whose 
presence shall l>e necessary to constitute a quonim shall be five.“ 


The Bengal Municipal Bill, 1932. 

[The discussion on the Bengal Municipal Bill, 1932, was then 
resumed. ) 

Rai BMiidur Dr. HARIDHAN. OUTTS I beg to move that after 
olauae 69 the following be inserted, namely : — 

“69A. If any person ivho applies or is pitjposed for employment in 
a municipality is related by a blood relationship to, or i» closely oon* 
nected hy marriage with, the chairman, vice>chainnan or any commis- 
sioner or any of the officers mentioned in sub-section (/) of section 68, 
the fact and the nature of such relationship or connection shall in writinlP 
be notified to the authority making the appointment before the appoint- 
ment is made, and in default thereof the appointment, if made, shall 
be deemed to be invalid." 

Tbe wordings of my amendment make my meaning dear. My iden 
ia that any poasibihty of nepotism or special favouritism amongst Uioie 
sdio are already in possession of the municipality should be stiiptly 
prohibited. That can only be possible if some such rule is laid down, 
silherwiiie ^e munioipalify would not be in poeseesioa ol all 
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Tiviiliitly ill tbe Caioutta Corpomtioa a rala baa been miruduoad in 
oi 1S23 hy ibe wiadam of Sir Surendra Natb Banarjaa wbo 
new Ibe country very well, and who knew tliat tiie p4>«iatbility of 
avdudt^atn wai* there. That wan a*hy nurh a olaiine ha« become a part 
Municipal Act of I now nuggent to the HonTde Miniater 

a aimilar claune ought to be athJed and extended to different parta of 
This is the (R'canion tt> do it. Thin Munici|)al Bill which i« 
lobiit fo be jaissed into law t unnot umtMided for another 30 or 40 
faari and ho then* will bt» no iHMiKibility of intr<Hlucing such a clause 
n the Act for aometime to oome. 

^ TN HOfl'Ma Mr. BUOY 0RASAD SINOH ROYt Sir. may I 
iborten the disi usKioti by Having that 1 urn jweiairiHi to iiccefd this 
l a Mbjflm eiit Jiuhject to 4'eitain verUil alterutioii)>» in drafting y It would 
llpA tbuft— 

**T!iat after clause (»9 the following Ih» inH<*rted, namely: — 

‘GOA. Every fiernon a(>]ilying for eui|doytuent in a munifd{atlity 
•hall, if he is ndaled by a blcKxl relatioimhip to, or is closely ('onnectwl 
by marriage with, the chiiinnan, vi4M*-chuiriimn or any commisHioner, 
or any of the officers nnuitioned in Hul»-H«n*ti<in { 1) of Mi*<’tion 60, notify 
in writing the fa< t and the nature <»f such relationship or connection to 
the auth<<ntv making ihe ap|s>tntiiient Iwbire the appiintment is made 
and in default thereof the apfiointment. if made, shall la* deemed to bo 
iivalnr/' 


Rtl BMiwillf Of. HARIDHAN DUTTs I acce|>t this. 


Mr* RREBIDCNTs WTll the Hon’bte Ministt*i move it as a se|>Mrtite 

imendment ? 

mo HOfYMo Mr. BUOY PRABAO BINCH ROYs Yes I will. I 
bog to move that after clause 69 the follow'ing be inseHed, namely; — 

“69A. Every fierson afiplying for employment in a municipolitv 
lima, if he is related by a bliKid relationship to, or is closely connected 
by marriago with, the chairman, vire><*baimian or any commissioner, 
urany of the officers montioned in sub-se<tion (/) of set^tion 69, notify 
Ji writing the fact and the nature of such relationship or conne<’tioti to 
;ho authority making tho apfsuntment before the af^fsnntment is made, 
iiid IB default thereof the appointment, if made, shall be deemed to be 

^ Uotira WM put Mid .ir^Md to. 

notion of Hai Bolndar Dr. HMidhui Dutt, theridom, failMi. 
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Claute 70. 

Mr« PRIilDENT: The queetion is that clause 70 stand part of thli 
Bill. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 

Clause 71. 

Mf. PRESIDENTS The question is that clause 71 stand pert of the 
Bill. 

MUNINDRA DEB RAI MAHASAIs I heg to move that in clause 
71 (tf), in lines 2 to 4, for the words “in the offices specified in stib- 
section (/) of section 69, and as“ the following be substituted* 
namely : — 

“as health officers, sanitar>' inHj)e(torH.“ 

Sir, it should not Ik; left to the Goveniment to jirescribe (iuulifica- 
tions of municipal officers. In fliese matters the comniissioners should 
be ullow’ed to use their discretion. It is prejK^sterous to suggest that 
the commissioners at a meeting are not coinix^tent to prescTil)e the 
qualifications of their own officers. The qua]ifi(‘ati(>ns of the sanitary 
ex|s»rts such as health offiters and sanitary insjiectors, etc., may, 
howevtM', he fixed by Government as is done now'. 

Th« Hon'bta Mr. BUOY PRASAD SINCH ROY: 1 am preisired 
to accept this amendment subject to verbal alterations. It will read 
thus 

“That it^ clause 71 (rG, lines 2 to 4, for the wt»rds, brackets and 
figures ‘in the officios s|>ecified in sub-section (7^ of section 69 and 
ns’ the wonls ‘engineers, health officers, suiierintendents of water 
works, sanitary lns|K‘ctors. assessttrs, accountants, overseers’ b® 
substituted.” 

4-15 p.m. 

Dr. NAREBH CNANDRA BEN GUPTA: Sir. 1 opp^ the amend- 
ment pnqxised by the Ilon’ble Minister. It is different from the pro- 
jHMWil of the Rai Mahosai who wanted to limit the pi>wer of Govern- 
ment to health officers and sanitary inspectors only. There is no 
r«»asoii why the other officers mentioned by (be Hon^ble Minister should 
not bi* selected by the municipal commissioners at tbeir dis<*retMMi-^I 
refer specially to the apftbintment of assessors which in this connection 
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I i»CTm to Im» ootii^ly out of plaoe, becaiuo ar« dealt with in 

I a anbaeqpent clanae of the Bill, where it ie proTided that OovemiB^t 
j will pregwie a panel of aeae«i»or». That being m, aiieeeeorB are entirely 
out of place in thi« amendment. Am regards other odit'ere such at 
Military inspector* health officer* etc.* I do not think that Government 
should spec'ify their qualifications. 

The motion of Muiiindrui Deb Rai Mahasai was then, by leave of 
the Council, withdrawn. 

The following motion was then pul and agreed to;--** 

“That in clause 7 l(<i). linem^ 2 to 4 , for the woids, bnickets and 
figures ‘in the offices specified in siilKHtMdion {J) of section fiJt and 
as’ the w»)i‘ds ‘engineers, health <»flicers, superintendent <*f water 
works* sanitary in«jie<'tors, a.**^t%Hsors, ac<'ountants, overses'rs* be 
substituted.” 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Th e question is that clause 71 , as amendtHl by 
the Council, stand |s»rt of the Bill. 

TTie motion was jsit ami agreed to. 


Chtufe 72. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The question is that rdause 7IJ stand |kij 1 o| the 
Bill. 


Rai Sahnclur KAMINI KUMAR DAS: I Iw'g to move that in clause 
72(7), in lines 2 ami •1. after the words “aft their office” the w’ords 
“or at some other (onvenient place if ('ircumstanc 4 ^ necessitate” l>e 
inserted. 

Sir, my object in iiio\ing this m(»ti(»n is not to biml the commis- 
sioners to hold their monthly meetings in their office only. Theie is 
no harm if the wonls “in their office” lie omittml liecause in that emte 
the commissioners may exenise Iheir own discretion. So 1 siibiuit 
that the words “or at some other convenient |dace if < ircnjinstiinces 
neoesmtate” should be inserted in this clause: otherwise no ro^^eiing 
can take plac'e at all if for some unavoidalde reason or < ircumstiincea 
it i« not possible to hold the meeting in the inunici|Mi] office. 

Hit H^Mt Mr. BldOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Sir, I have to 
oppose this amendment. The Select fNmimittee very carefully con- 
sidered this c lause and they decided to emit these words as they were in 
tbo original Bill, because they considered it absurd to allow u meeting 
of ibt mumcirmltty to bejhehl at someone’s parlour. If for any reason 
m matting ha#t to be held at some other place, that place should be 
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irMnaformed for the time being into the office of the municipality* In 
view of what I have aaid I hope the mover will withdraw hi« amend* 
ment, 

llie motion of Uni Bahadur Kamini Kumar Daa was then put and 
lost. 

Mfi PRESIDENTS The question is that clause 72 stand part of the 
Bill. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 


(Inuxes 7>j to 7o. 

Mr, PRESIDENT. The question is that dauses 7r3, 74 and 76 stand 
jiart of the Hill. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 


Clause 76*. 

Mr* PRESIDENTS The question is that clause 76 stand part of the 
Hill. 

Rii Bahadur KAMINI KUMAR DAS: I Wg to move that in clause 
76, in lines 2 and after the words “his own” the wr>rds “conduct 
or” Ik* inserted. 

Sir, I do not think that if diM|uuli6('ution is to W insisted on, a 
person's “(Mmduct” should Ik* omitted. This word was in the original 
Hill and 1 sulunit that it should W re*ins4*rted. 

Tha Hon*bla Mr. BldOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Sir, I oppose 
this amendment. The Selei t ('ominittee (uuitted this word for very 
cogent reason and I do not see any ground f(»r re»inserting it. When 
a man’s cfOiduct is (ulleil into question it is but fair that he should 
l>e given an opportunity to vimlicute his conduct. lie is as much a 
member of the IkkIv as others are and he has as much right to vote cme 
way nr the other us the others have. There i.s no reason why he should 
be ileharretl from voting. 

The motion of llui Huhadur Kamini Kumar Das was then put and 
lost. 

Mr* PRESIDENT: The question is that clause 76 stand pari of tha 
BUI 

The motion was put and agreed to. 
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Chute 77. 




Ufa BREtlDCNTi The question i« that clauee 77 stand part o( the 
BUI. 


Dr. NARESH CHANDRA SEN CUPTAi 1 Wg U) move that lu 
ekuee 77 (J), in line 4, for the words ''jiersoii pre«idiit|f** tlie words 
**ehainnaii or in hi.*4 almetire the vioe-ohnirmaii’* lie snhstitiited. 

Sir, there are practical diffioulties in frivinpr effeid to the elaiifW' m 
it sUinds. If a meetinjf is called and if at the time ap}Miinted for the 
meeting a (piorum is not present the meeting stands adjourned to Mime 
future date, the pnivision is that the future date should he fixed hy 
‘*the jierson presiding”. Sir. this cannot he done hy anybody except 
the chairman nr vireH'hairman who onh has got the |w>w'er to call a 
meeting. If it is to Ih» done hy the person who happens to tie presid* 
iug, difficulties will aiiM*. 'Fhere will l>e no diflif'ulty if (he amend- 
ment ui'cepted and if it i> lett to the chairman oi vice*ctiairiiian to 
fix a date for (he next meeting. 


MUNINDRA DEB RAI MAHA8AI: Sir. I kg to suppoH the 
motion iiiovi^i liN my fneiid Dr. Sen (fuptn. This section assumes that 
there shoultl he a president e\en if there is no ({tiorum. This may not 
}>e possible, for if the chairman and the vice-<hairmnii are absent and 
only one menihei he present or if two k* present and they do not agree 
as to which ot tlieiu will fireside, there will he difficulty. The liest 
4‘ourse will k‘ to leavi* it to the chairman to issue fresh notiie if a 
quorum is not piesent. 

Tilt Hon’blt Mr. BldOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Sir, I have to 
oppose this motion Tlie idea is that when a meeting is adjourneil the 
date for the next meeting should fie annoum^ed at once and it cannot 
he done hy the chairman or viceM’hainnan if they are abaent. It must 
be done hv the presiding fifficer. 


Or. NARESH CHANDRA SEN CUPTAt How cun there he a 
president if there is no quorum? 

Tilt Hon^blt Mr. BNOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: I would refer 
the hou'ble memfier to clause 74 where it is laid down that in the 
tbaence of both the chairman and vice-chairman the commissioner# 
fthtll ehooee aome one of their number to preKtde. 

Or. NARBBH CHANDRA SIN CUPTAt But when tberw i# no 
Quonuii how can they do it? 
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TN Hoil’llld Mr. BUOY PRAtAD BIRCH ROYS Sir, I am pre- 
pared to accept this amendment. I am ^^rateful to the hon’ble member 
for pointing this out. (Hear, hear.) 

The motion of Dr. Naresh Chandra Sen Gupta was then put and 
agreed to. 


Mr. PRBBIOENTs The question is that clause 77, as amended by 
the Council, stand part of the Bill. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 


I At 4-^15 p.m. the Council wa^ adjourned for prayer and it reassembled 
at 4-45 p.m.] 

Rai Bahadur Dr. HARIDHAN DUTT. Before I move my motion 
J Iwg your permission to add the words “at least” before the words 
“three days” in the third line of the motion. 


Mr. PRESIDENT: All right. 

Rai Bahadur Dr. HARIDHAN DUTT: I heg to move that after 
<‘luuse 77 the following l>e inserted, namely: — 

”77A. A list of the husiness to he transacted at a meeting and, in 
the case of u meeting culled on a rtHpiisition, the terms of the rwjuisition 
shall 1 h* sent to every commissioner at least three days liefore the date 
uppointe»l ior the meeting, and no business shall In* brought forward 
at a meeting of which such notice has not l»een given,” 


Tht HOft’bla Mr. BUDY PRASAD SINCH ROY: I am prepared 
to accept the amendment. Sir. 

The motion of Rai Bahadur Dr. Uaridhan Dutt was then put and 
agreed to. 


Chtuie 7$. 

Mr. PRESIOBNTi The question is that clause 78 stand part of tlia 
Bill. 
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Dr. AMULYA RATAN CNOtti I befr to mov* Ui»t in cUum 

78 (/), in line 2, after the word “cotnmiaaionew*’ the following be 
tll•ert49d, namely: — 

“after the draft thereof han l^een approved of by the commie* 
eioner^ who took part in the debate/’ 

I al»o beg to wove that to vUuBe 78 (/> the folloaiug l>e addtnl, 
namely : — 

“and the s|)ee<'heA of commiHBionerA Ahnll l>e tendered to the 
rominisAionerfi for reviaion before it in incorporated and 
published in the minutes of proceedings/’ 


In doing ho, I t^eg to inform the House that these are very neccAsary 
amendwentH. It is km*wn almost to eveiy one who lives in a rnunici* 
pality, that theie are parties in everv' municipality and where there 
are two partien, there is a natural tendency in some cases at least, 
though not 111 every < ase, on the part of the president or the chairman 
presi^ling over those meetings, to commit injustice on those ('ommis* 
aioners who are in a minority theie, and the Aj)eecheM and olifH»rvatum« 
of the minority grtmp of cominisnionerH are never lu'tually reported in 
the luinuteH of the proceedings of that municipality. On the contrary, 
their hen are distorted and what they had actually said dm's not 
jierhafH see the light of day. The executive, and the head of (ha 
executive, the ehainiian or the vice-chairiiian, who has the privilege 
of pie‘*iding over these meetings oftentimes exercise arbitrary jHie'ers 
in the matter itf omitting speeidies as they were actually said in the 
dinaoisstotiH and debates in the municipal mf4»tiiigs. I have, Sir, very 
and experience of this sort of arbitrary action. The bawic ideas in such 
matters aie the incorf>c»rution of the actual spe«M he*t in a IsKik or 
minutes of pHseedings to l»e kept, their ciiciilation to all (‘oiiimts* 
eioners for correctitui and their suhmissicm to (fovernmeiit so that 
Government might .see both .sides of the shield Iw^fore they actually 
approve of the minutes of the prweediugs. Moreover, this will give 
Goveniment an opportunity of seeing what the tiunority commissiouem 
bad said on Whalf of their ratepayers against certain motions or in 
aupport of certain motions, which were discussed in that iminicipolitv. 
If th is privilege is not given to the conimissioners, then it will I>e 
mteless for them who take part in the debiites and diicussions. 
Supposing they lose, but f»ften times it is found that those who lose do 
80 owing to the tyranny of the majority, and that is no reason to Aupposa 
that they w'ere necessarily in the wrong. Their point of view should 
be circulate*! among the ratepayers and simiild lie brought to the notice 
of Oov^ernment ; it is with this idea that I have moved these two 
jBBOtiotii. The argument might be brought forward that the mu/atMoi 
amnicipalities will not W willing to spend money or take the trouble 
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of ('irculatiii#? the tipee(*he« for appn>val of tlie commissionerB wko talce 
part in the diwusftion. But that much trouble and trifling expendi- 
ture Hhould l)c Hhouldered by municipalities for the beneflt of the rate- 
payers and the (omniissioners. Municipalities have got their peons 
and servants who go on circulating notices of meetings and other 
papers; along with these may be easily sent copies of the discussions 
and debates which will l>e incorporated in the minutes of the proceed- 
ings, If these are circulated, commissioner should be given two days’ 
time in which to correct them, and if within the two days, if a com- 
missioner dt)eH not send them hack corrected, they will have to be 
taken as accepted by (he commissioners and incorporated in the oflicial 
proceedings as is the case with the proceedings of this Coumdl. They 
will not cost much, because every municipality practically has now- 
o<lays got a typewriter machine or a lloneo. It is not necessary that 
they should Iw printed. With these words, Sir, I commend my motions 
to the acceptance of the Hoithle Minister, and of the House. 

Or. NARE8H CHANDRA 8EN GUPTA: 1 oppose the motions. 
My learned friend’s idea seems to he that the minutes of prtseedings of 
municipalities should contain a report of the debate which I think is 
not the case at present, nor should it l)e so. It is only the decisions 
that are reciirded, so under these circumstances, all these piccautions 
seem to he wholly unnecessary. 


Rai BihMlur KESHAB CHANDRA BANERJI; 1 regret to luive to 
oppose the amendments moved by Dr. Amulya Katan Ghose and to 
eharacterise them as unpractiral and absurd. Those among u.s here 
w)io Imve been coiumis.Hioners of any munieipality know very well that 
in the pnM'eediiigs of munieipnl meetings, speeches are not recorded; 
only the decisions arrived at are recorded and then the proceedings 
are [uit up l»ef<ire the chairman b>r necessary corre<'ti«)n> of the draft and 
after that tl»ey are placed Wfore (he next meeting for confirmation, 
Mui)i(’ipal meetings ai'e not meetings of the Bengal 1/egislative Council 
and there are no .stenograpliers to take down the speeches of the com- 
missioners. And if the provisions suggested by Dr. Amulya Ratan 
Glume find a place in (he Municipal Act, it will be difficult for many 
muiiirifialities in Bengal, not to speak of smaller iiiuiiicipalities, to 
put them into operation. 

Besides, in debates in municipal meetings, rules are not strictly 
observetl as in the liegislative Council, and commissioners speak at 
random across the table— -sometimes a particular commissioner speaks 
more than once on the same item. This makes the recording of 
Speeches all the more difficult, and even if in such circumstances 
speeches were to be recorded, the minutes of a meeting would ba 
voluminous. I, therefore, consider the suggestion an impracticable on# 
and oppose the motion. 
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Wulm MTYiNORA NATH HOY I 1 aluo heg to iippom tbe luotionii 
of Dt. Ohose. I am very iiorry that ho haa hail <mch hitter ©xperieiioe. 
He is coanected with the municipality of HTowrah arhose income is over 
Its. 20 lakhs. But he does not think of the sister municipalities with 
an income of forty or fifty thousand, where resolutions are recorded on 
the motion of the chairman or other commissioners. I think it will 
make confusion worse confounded and there will be a fresh source of 
dispute and quarrel over the draft which the chairman ^renendly pre- 
pares. The s|)ee<hes of the rommissioners are never rei'orded and 
fttenopraphers are never engajred. ttf course 1 do not know what is the 
case in the Howrah Municipality. In ordinary municipalities they 
have >?ot no stenoffrapheis, so that his amendments are quite inipractic- 
able and unsuitable ami on this frround I <»pjMise them. 


Tim Hon*blt Mr. BldOY PRASAD SINGH ROYt 1 rise to oppose 
these motions. The points af^ainst these amendments have la^en fully 
exhausted by the previcm** s|H^akers. Even in the C'alcutta Corporation 
this system is not in vo^ue at leant it does not find a place in the 
statute itself. Of couise the speeches are recorded, but there is no 
provision in the Act. As has l)eeii pointed out by Dr. Naresh Chandra 
»Sen Oujiia, in a iiiunicijMility deUites are not recorded; only decisions 
are leionled, so that there is nothinir to correct, and if we provide for 
the reconlinjr of ilebnte.s it will ^^ive another ini'entive for makinif 
8|)eeches. which will <»nly make thinirs im|H>8sible in a municipality and 
convert nuiniciimlities into smaJl debating; <’lubs or a miniature l.>eg;is- 
lafive Council like lhi«. It is neither good for the ratepayer'* nor for 
the lungs of the hon’ble memliers who may happen to l>e inenihers of 
municijialities, and I would request them to reserve their eiieigy f*>r 
this House and not waste it on any mufasfaJ inunicii>a)ity. With the«e 
wwd». Sir, I np|M)se the motions. 

5 p.m. 

Rai Bahadur Or. HARIOHAN DUTY: Sir, I have ex|ierience not 
only of the Cah utta Corporation but al»*j» of the Calcutta Impjovenient 
Trust. I have found that although the ('alcutta Improvement Trust 
rer’ords only the resolutions of meetings and the ('alcutta Cor|Hiration 
records long speeches, between the tw'o the ('alcutta Improvement Tiust 
i» certainly a mote business-like iKwly than the Calcutta Corfwrntitm. 

The motions of Dr. Ainulya Uatan Ghose were then put and lost. 

Or. NARBBH CHANDRA BEN GUPTAS I beg to move that in 
cktiae 78 in line 2, for the word# "aeven days” the words “fifteen 
days” be substituted. 
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Sir, there it» no particualr reaHon why there should be so much huiry 
in thi» matter. A» a matter of fact the District Magistrate tekes no 
action upon the report. I%in only be used for record. Besides this 
I would like to draw the Hon’ble Minister’s attention to sulMilause ( 3 ) 
which provides that the minutes shall be laid before the next meeting 
of the commissioners for confirmation. If copies of the minutes are to 
be sent to the District Magistrate within seven days, then unconfirmed 
minutes can only be sent, which may be altogether wrong and the com- 
missioners at the next meeting may turn them upside down. There is 
no use sending untionfirmed copies of the minutes and if the period be 
extended to 15 days, it may be possible to have the minutes confirmed 
at the next meeting and then sent to the Di.strict Magistrate. I hope, 
therefore, that the Hon’ble Minister will see hi.s way to accept this 
amendment. 


Babtt SATYENDRA NATH ROY: Sir, I tu ^uppo^t this amend- 
mcnt. From u practical point of view it is rather very iieccssar)' that 
this amendment should Im» af’cept<»d hy the Horrble Minister. I would 
point out that holidays may intervene, suppose a ineetinjr is held for 
instance ju.st before the Puja or the (.’hristma.s holiday,*., and on the re- 
opening day the chairman in away from the heudijuarters or the head 
clerk is absent from fiffice, the proceedinffs of the meetiiifr coubl not 
then l»e sent to the District Majristrate. All my friends who are con- 
nected with municifialities know' what is Winjf done with these minutes 
of pr(veedinjrs. They are placed in the archives of the Magistrate’s 
offii'e and they are seldom placed before the Majristrate so there seems 
to be no special reason for sinb hurry in .sending’ these prcH'eedinps 
w’ithin seven <lays to the District Ma^ristrate. If a little more time lie 
allowed I <lo not think it will act detrimentally to the interests of either 
the rate|»aye?s or the (lovemment. 


R«i Bahidtir KESHAB CHANDRA BANERJI: Sir. I rise to oppose 
this amendment, Tb# question rejrardinir time-limit was very carefully 
considered by the Select Comniittet^ and seven days’ time was considered 
quite sufficient for the purpose. I>r. Sen Gupta has nrjrued that if 
seven days W the time allowetl for forwarding to the District Magi»- 
trate, the minutes of a particular meeting of municipal commissioners, 
then the proceedings will not l»e confiniied before being sent. What T 
would like to iwiut out is that even if his amendment is accepted 
regarding the extension of time to 15 days, the situation does not im- 
prove at all, bec ause the minutes of the previous month are generally 
confirmed at the next monthly meeting. So there must be cleariy a 
month’s time and not 15 days for the proceedings to be confirmed. On 
thia ground, I oppose the amendment. 
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•ika KHiTTBE MOHAN RAYS Sir, I oppose the amenduieiii. 
If c 0 |iiett of the minutei* are to He }»ent to^e District Mag^istrate these 
ilioiild be done a* soon as po^ible. Sevei^ays’ time is quite j^ufficient. 
Dr. Sen Gupta said that, before the minutes are eonfinued, <'opie» should 
not be sent to District Magistrate because there may remain inaccura- 
cies which are generally correcteil in the next meeting at the time of 
confirmation. But I should say that prot^eeding* of the next meetings 
in which proceedings are confirmed have also to W sent t4» the District 
Magistrate and consequently the Magistrate will also get the corrected 
copies of the proceedings it any correction is made. I do not see any 
reason why sending of the copie,s of the pim eedings should W delayed* 
when the District Magistrate is entitled to get every copy of the i>ro- 
ceediiigs. 


Dr. AMULYA RATAN CHOSE S Sir* 1 beg to {>oint out that as 
Mr. If ay has just Miid if unconfirmed minutes of proceedings lie sent 
once to the District Magistrate these should again be sent after con- 
firmation. Inadc(|uute pnx etMlings ami jirot eedirigs which are not <^on« 
firmed at a subsequent meeting need not he sent to the District Magis- 
trate tiH it will cause a lot of uiHUM-essary trtnible to the municipality. 
If <‘(Uifirme<l unnute> of pnaecdings are sent to the District Magistrate 
it w'ill very well serve the smne purpiwie and the municipality will also 
U* siive<l much iinne('essary expenditure and an unnecessary waste of 
time. It is. Sir, with this <ihject in view that I ha%'e given notice of 
anothei motion that after tlie word “days” the words ”ufter (onfirmu- 
tion” lie added. 

Tli« Hofi’bit Mr. BldOY PRASAD tINCH ROY; Sir, I rise to 

opjMise this amendment. Dr. Sen (iupta says that there i** no provision 
in the Act under which the Distni t Magistrate can take any n<*tion on 
these minutes of meetings. Tliat is not. however, the fait. I would 
refer my friend to sulvclause of clause oJW under which the District 
Magistrate, if he finds that any deiision of the muniiipality is likely 
to lead to a serious breach of the jieuce or to cause serious jiijury or 
annoyance to the public or to any class or IkkIv of jiersons must take 
action foiihwith. If we have to wait till the minutes are confirmed 
before being sent to the District Magistrate this object of the Bill w'ill 
be fni*»trated. As was {K»inted out hv Mr. Ray. in case of any change 
in the minutes of prweeding** the correcteil minutes should lie sent to 
the District Magistrate. I think, Jsir, that should lie proper jinKedure. 
‘‘Forthwith** was the expression use<! in the original Bill* hut tho 
Select Committee, after a very careful «*oiisideration, changed it into 
seven days and that is quite a gocal time and it will not put the tnuni- 
etpaltty into any expense. On the other hand* by extending the timo 
we may frustrate the object of clause b33. It U very important from 
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th« public point of view that the District Magistrate should know what 
ii hap{)€ning in a municipality within his jurisdiction as it may be 
necessaiy for him to intervene at any moment if there is any serious 
trouble. 

Tbe motion of D-r. NareJ^b Chandra Sen Gupta was then put and 
lost. 


MFi ana N da MOHAN PODDAR: Sir, I beg to move that after 
clause 78 (3) the following be added, namely : — 

*‘(4) All records, minutes of proceedings and other papers connect- 
ed with the municipality shall be open to the access and inspection of 
the commissioners at a prescribed period during the office hours.'* 

Sir, the commissioners are the representatives of the ratepayers and 
as such the latepuyers’ interests are vested in them. In order to dis- 
charge the great duty entrusted to them, the coinmissioners must be 
conversant with the contents of the jjapers and records connected with 
the municipality. It is simply an irony of fate that the individual 
cominissioners are sometimes denied this fundamental right of access 
to inuniripal papers. I know of a certain municipality where the 
chairman by a stroke of pen debarred a commissioner from, the access 
to municipal pfipers and records simply h»*fause the latter was not 
pulling on w'ell with him. The c(»mmissioner in such an event has to 
rest content with his fate, ns the law does not provide him with) any 
remedy. This is far fnun a desirable situation. If the commissioners 
are deprived of their right to inspect the municipal records how can 
they discharge tlieir duties properly — 


The Hon'hle Mr. BldOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Sir. may I inter- 
vene at this stage and point (uit that I fully actept amendment of 
Mr. Narendrn Kumar Basuy In view of that I would retiviest tbe 
member to kindly withdraw his motion. 


Mr. ANANOA MOHAN POODARs Sir, in that case I would like 
to withdraw’ mine. 

The motion was then, by leave of the Council, withdrawn . 

Mr. PRKSIDSNTi Tbe question is that clause 78 stand part of the 
Bill. 


Tbe motion was put and agreed to. 
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NAiliNDilA KUMAR BAtUl Sir« with your p«rmi»»ion 1 
would wk for leave to make a verbal alteratiou iti thi« amend* 
meni; it a’ill then read a<t follows: 

“That after olause 78, the folloa*ing l>e added, namely ; — 

‘78A. A commissioner shall havl> the right to inspect all Imoka 
of the municipality at such times as the commissiuners at a meeting 
may fix for this purpose: 

Provided that the clmirman may, for reasons to l)e rinonled hy 
him in: uTiting, direi’t that any particular bo<^k shall not In* insjiected 
without the direction of the commissioners at a meeting.’ 

The motion was put and agreed to. 


Mr* PRESIDENTS The ({uestion is that clause 78A stand part of 
the Bill. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 


i'hiuse 79. 

Mf> PRESIDENTS The ()U(*stion is that clause 79 stand part of tho 
Bill. 

5*ir> p.m. 

Dr. AMULYA RATAN CHOSE: 1 lieg to move that in clause 
79 {2\ in line A, after the wtud “committee’* the following be added, 
namely : — 

“ami who shall l)e selected from the different wards of the 
iiiuni('ipulit> ami not more than one from eat )i waid and 
the reiiiuiiiing seats to he filled up by commissioners 
apfMiifiteii by the (lovernmeut or from other elected 
members." 

1 also Ijeg to move lliut in clause 79 (2), in lines d to 0, the follow- 
ing Im* omitted, namely; — 

"and of such other perstiiis not exceetling one-third in 
nuinher as the commissioners at a meeting may, from time 
to time, hy a »f>ecific res«duti<»n, determine and elect for this 
purpose." 

The ohje<t of this motion is to fM»e that every ward of a munici- 
pality is represented in the formation of standing committees. There 
are municipalities where there are ward* from which two or three or 
more commissioners were represented. In such cases where there are 
also parties, as is usually the case with municipalities, the party 
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which i« in the majority want to monopoliee all the standing com- 
mittees, and they do not care to see whether a certain ward is represaiiT 
ted or not when these standing committees are formed. And when 
nominated commissioners are appointed they do not care to see 
whether they are on the standing committees. They simply do things 
in a way wbi( h serve their party purposes and to save the interests of 
some particular wards which might go unrepresented in a municipality 
in the formation of standing committees that I have felt a necessity 
to move this amendment. It Womes often times the case that one 
ward goes unrepresented totally whereas another ward gets over 
representation. In a standing committee of 1:;^, sometimes three are 
taken from one ward, two from another and one from another and 
from one particular ward not a single member is taken. That is a bad 
principle and I think that sort of practice ought to he changed and 
every ward ought to he given its proper share of representation on 
the standing committee. 

As regards the next motion, it is not desirnhle that outsiders should 
he allowed to meddle in municipal affairs, men who arc not respon- 
sible to the electors. I think Government reserves some seats for 
outsiders with tlie idea that some experts might have a chance to l>e 
members of these standing ccnnmittees. Of course this a g(»od 
idea. Hut what I have often seen happening that these seats are filled 
hv |K)C‘ket men of the party which is in the majority. (A voick: 
Who are pocket menJ*) Those men who are carried in their pockets. 
That is not desirable, tA voicr : Are those elected mei»?^ They are 
both elected and nominated. That is why T have thought it neces- 
sary to mc»ve this amendment and 1 hope tliat the Government will 
have no cd)jec’tion to accept them. 


Tht Hon’ble Mr. BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY : 1 am -iorry I 
shall have to disappoint Dr, f those. He seems to Iw* against the 
majority party and that is iH'iou-^e of his sad experience in Howrah. 
1 would rerjuest him to hold his soul in |>eace. He may belong to the 
majority party at the next elec'tion and I wish him suc'c^ess. The 
majority party will always he in the majority and it c'aii never he 
said whatever the majority has done is wrong. The real master is the 
majority and if the minority is always up against the majority then 
demcwrac'y will l>e impossible. Moreover, I would refer the hon’hle 
member to clause 18 of the Bill where it is said that Government may 
divide a municipality into different wards and determine the number 
to l»e appointed from each ward. So, it is absolutely di.screticmary. 
Some municipalities are too small to he divided into wards. How do 
you expect standing committees to he formed there aci^rding to 
Dr. Ohoae'i amendment P He is against the c'o-option or selectimi of 
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onttidflUi but it may be tiere«sar>* aomatimea to have the help of out* 
side ei^fierts and if you want to rule out outsiders the municipality 
will be deprived of the help of experts, which is not at all desirable. 

This system has worked quite satisfactorily in the Calcutta Corpo* 
ration and I am quite sure if it is introduced in the mti/ossof munici* 
palities it will prove eciually su<'<*essful. 

The motions of Dr. Amulya Rataii Ohose were put and lost. 

MUNINORA OEB RAI MAHAtAIS 1 hef? to move that in clause 
79 {4), in lilies :i and 4, the words “unless in special cases the com- 
missioners at a meetinjr otherwise dirert“ be omitted and after that 
sub-clause the followiiq? be inserted, namely: — 

“Provided that such conhnnation or nuMlifiratioti shall not he iie<'es- 
sar>’ if in dele^ratin^ any of their functiotiH, powers or duties to any sucli 
committee, the commissioners at a meeting direct that the decision of 
the committee os relate to such functions, powers or duties shall not be 
subject to confirmation or modification by the commissioners at a meet- 
ing.” 

The commi***‘ioiicrs lo meeting ought to Ik* given the jioaer to 
delegate to ^tamling commitfeeH full power to finnlly dispose of u case 
not only in “pei ml ca^es but also with regard to certain class of cases, 
c.//., building «r»mmittecs may Im» appointed to finally dispose of 
building (‘a«»es, pn\> appeal committee to finullv dispose of privy 
appeal u*» i** done umlei the ('abuttu Munif ipal .\ct. Many 

matte! s are at pie*.ent brought before general meetings which may lie 
finally disj>(«».ed of b\ committees. 

Thu Hon*bt6 Mr. BldOY PRASAD SINGH ROY; Sir, i opimse 

this amendment. What is the difference lietween this and the clause? 
On the other hand, 1 think the rdause is cbmrer. I see no justification 
for this amendment. 

The motion of Munindra Deb Hai Mahasai was put and lost. 

Mailivi MUHAMMAD HOSSAINs I lieg to move that in clause 
T9 i4), in line d, for the words “unless in sfiecial cases” the words 
“except in sucJi cases or such class of cases as” lie substituted. 

The reason for ray moving this amendment is that the standing 
committee should be given a discretion in the matter for which jt has 
been formed. The rommiiisioners in a meeting ought to lie given (be 
power to delegate to the standing committee full discretionary* power 
to finally dispocM* of a case not only in special eases but in regard to 
certain classes of cases. The building committee may be appointed 
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to Bttally diftpoae of building cases, the privy appeal cases by the 
privy appeal committee as is done under the Calcutta Municipal Act. 
Bo unless this pcjwer is given to the standing committees there may be 
difficulties in dis|>osing of these cases early. So, my submission is 
that thes<* standing committees may be given the power to finally 
decide the cases for which they are formed. My suggestion is that 
except in stu b cases or such classes of cases as the commissioners at a 
meeting direct, the committee should be given the power to finally 
dispose of the matter. 

Tht Hon*Me Mr. BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: I rise to oppose 
this amendment. I think the clause is sufficiently and perfectly clear. 
There is not much difference between this amendment and the original 
clause. 1 see no justification for accepting it. 

The motion of Maulvi Muhammad Hossain was put and lost. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The ({uestion is that clau.se 79 stand part of the 
Bill. 

I he motion was put and agreed to. 

Clauie 80 . 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The question is that clause 80 stand part of the 
Bill. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 

Clause 81 . 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The que.Htion is that clause 81 stand part of the 
Bill. 

MUNINDRA DEB RAI MAHASAI: I beg to move that in^ clause 
81 (/b in line I, after the word “dispute’* the words “except disputes 
regarding title over or interest in any land or other immovable prre 
perty” be inserted. 

The jurisdiction of the rourts shall not be taken away in such 
matters. The dispute mentioned in this clause may refer to interests 
in land also and hem^e relief in courts should not be barred. 

Rti BtHMlur KESHAB CHANDRA BANERJI: I beg to support 
the aiiiendment. Tt is a ver>’ salutary provision which has not been 
iticfirpomted in the Bill cdause. The idea is to retain the jurisdiction 
of the civil courts regarding disputes for title over or interest in any 
land or other immovable property. I think the amendment should 
be accepted. 
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Mb« SATYENDflA NATH ROYt We are all aware of a tUapute 
whiclk took place aonietime a|fo. I think Rai Bahadur Dr. Haridhan 
Dutt i» verj* well aware of the diiipute between the Co!M*ipur-(^hitpur 
Municipality and the Calcutta Corporation o%"er the land for the Talla 
Reierroir Tank. The cane was place<l before the judiciary. It was 
firat dec'ided in favour of the Calcutta Corponition by the learnetl Sub- 
ordinate Jud^e at Alip<»re, hut when it went up to the provisional 
Bench of the Hon’ble High Court it was decided in favour of the 
Coasipur-Chitpur Municipality. 1 do not remeniWr what hBp|a*ned 
afterwards. In these rircumstanres when disputes loiffte the highest 
judiciary of the land to take away the power of the civil court and 
leave it to the l.(M‘al Governnieiit is I think highly unjustifiable. 
Especially is this the case in disputes regarding any land or other 
imniovuhle projierty. T think, therefore, the jurisdic'tion of the civil 
court should n(»t taken away under any cinumstances where they 
lead to disfiutes regarding any land. 


Mr, H. P. V. TOWNEND: I ri He to opfsise the amendment. This 
is not a question of disputes about lands between individuals who have 
purchased their rights or have inherited them, hut it is a question of 
disputes iM'tween two local Inidies. Disputes as to titles over land 
between such hodic's will l>e dinputes as to boundaries. The title 
was originalK giv<*n to them by Government when it fixed the bound- 
aries of the municipalities, and the disputes can Im* settled by 
redefining tlic»'*e lM>undaries. lii sucdi cases it is no earthly use for the 
municipalities to go to the civil courts. This House has already 
decided when dealing with ninendinenfs tc» cbiusi*s b and 8 to leave 
the power of altering iMiundaiies to the Government; and to accept the 
present amendment would in effect stultify this decision. This ntneiid- 
nient is not nec-essary; if a dispute turns out to lie a dispute lietween 
two IcHul Ixidies, Government can ver>’ well deride it. There is not 
much |K»int in leaving the matter open hy saying that on questions of 
title over bind Government should not intervene and that they should 
be left to the civil courts. The only argumiuit that we have heard 
in favour of the amendment has been Mr. Hoy’s; he held that these 
difputes are tiK) complex for decision by Government anil instanced 
m case which went on from court to court and fitim one appeal to 
another. From one expense to another, also? The taxpayers* money 
went into the pocket of lawyers. That is the very thing that we want 
to avoid. A private individual may spend his m<mey on litigation if 
be likes: Government has no objection. But when Ioc«.7 bodies waste 
tbeir money in this way Government should certainly he able to inter- 
vene. It will be very much better to leave it to the Government to 
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decide disputes between two local bodies: after all GoTernment will 
be quite impartial towards the local bodies concerned. I do not really 
think that there is any sound argument whatever in favour of thia 
amendment and I think the remarks which I have already made are 
quite sufficient to convince the House of its uselessness. 

The motion of Munindra Deb Rai Mahasai was then put and loat. 


Mr. NARENDRA KUMAR BASUt Sir, may I take this motion 
(No. 978) and the next one (No. 984) together? 


Mr. PRESIDENTS Yes. 

Mr. NARENDRA KUMAR BA8U: I beg to move that in clause 

81 (/), in lines 0 and 7, and in clause 81 C?), in lines 12 and 18, the 

w'ords “and shall not be questioned in any court” be omitted. 

I think we should allow the local bodies tf» tight out their own 

cases. It is not meet and proper (hat the ultimate order should rest 

in (he hands of the Government. We have heard that the duty of the 
local lK)dieH is not to waste their money in going to court but I do not 
know whether it wouhl I'e of advantage to the ratepayers of any 
particular municipality if through the whims and caprices of the 
ministry of the future that municipality were to lose valuable rights 
and I take it that where there is a dispute between two municipalities 
they would n(»1 be rash enough to rush into courts unless there were 
something really substantial to lose or gain. Surely the commis- 
sioners of each municipality will n(‘t as a check upon any hasty action 
of the exe<'utive. ^foreover, we know what the local Government in 
this case means. It is probably the local executive, the Distrirt Magis- 
trate on wlujse report the T^oi'al Government acts. It cannot really 
be expected that the T^eal Government should decide finally in matters 
in which they enn have no personal knowle<lge of (he fact and circum- 
stances in distant municipalities but the facts of the case and the law 
can well be thmahed out in the court and I do not see any reason why 
the right of appeal to the civil court should lie denied to the local 
bfulies; it is a right which is oi>en to the meanest subject of Hia 
Majesty. 

The Hofl’llle Mr. BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: 1 rise to oppoa# 
this amendment on the grt>und that they are practically the aamt 
btH^nuse the principle is the same. As has been pointed out it is not 
desirable that the Im'al bodies should l>e allowed to waste their 
money on litigation. If a private individual does it it is his look 
out and Government has no opportunity to intervene. But here why 
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|ftboaUl Oovemment allow tlie local bodies to waste ibeir money 
[Oovemmeiit can always take a detacbed view of tbin|pi albeit there 
[is a dispute between two local bodies and 1 do not see any reason 
,wby it should not be left to the I.iOcal Oovernment to inten'ene 
instead of allowing the local bodies to go to civil courts. As we 
know the resources of these municipalities are very slender utid it ts 
highly undesirable that they should be given an opiKirtunity of 
wasting {Hiblte money in litigation. On this ground I ci[>}iose the 
amendment. 


Or. AMULYA RATAN CHOSE S 1 beg to sup}K>rt this motion. 
For reasons the municipalities should have indeiieiidcince and 

freetlom to choose their own ehuiee as to who should arbiter over 
their disputes and it is rertuinly not a reasonable attitude of the 
(iovernnient to fetter the muiii(‘i|Kihties which they say are Ixung 
providcHl with absolute local self-gt>vemmetit and will la* ln*e to do 
things in their <rw'ti wu\ . The iiiuiiici|»ti)ities cH>nKist of and will 
consist <»f men of light and leading froit. the towns in w'hich the 
munic ijsilities will U* contending jsirties. If those muiiici|Milities 
ch<H»se to tight out their own cases in courts, what is the hanii to 
leave it to them to do^ Money will ceituinlx Im* s|a*nt, but do (fov- 
emment want tf) su\ that all the law courts and High Court should 
lie alM>lish«sl in llenpd and all the t'ast‘H would be dt*<‘id<^ by arbitni- 
tkm bs the ofhcials of this (iovernment. That is a ver\ tsHuiliar 
kind <d' iu»*n(ality. I think (io\eriiiiient want tt» bring every muni- 
ci]Miiit\ atnl Icm al body under their grip I do not know w hy the 
Uovernnieni is h* i harv to give them freeilom. their ( herished rights, 
which lhe\ have ail ahmg Ihnui enjoying. Sir, this Hill which has 
been so much udvertis«*<l as a j»rogresHive Hill, a Hill wdiii li is going 
to Ik* an imjirovernent on the <dd <oie i** putting the fetter over all 
the municifmlitieH and other local bodies from having their ow^ri 
independent chiure and it is going to lie something w'hich will not 
be Iik«*<l by the munici|silities, I do not think any munirifinlity will 
be willing to allow (fovemmeiit to |M(s« summary judgments which 
will in fact be the judgments of either the District Magistrates or the 
ConuutKsioners of l>ivisions. They will be the men w’ho w*ill primarily 
disjM)se of thesf* cas€*s but in iniinicifsil cast's intricate points of law 
lure often involved which wwild not lie tindersttUKl by mi*n whom 
^^fnremment are entrusting with judgntcnts on these cases. 


Mmivi AiUL KASElit I am not a great admirer of the lawyers. 
‘ t do not advise people to go to law courts. But the argument offered 
by Oovernment against this amendment to a layman like myself does 
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not Heem to be reanonable. The argument put forward is that this 
clause has l>een put in in (»rder to save tho municipalities from wasting 
their money on litigation. It is a dispute between municipal bodies 
01 a municijKility and local lK)dy, both of them are trustees of public 
profHM-ty and public funds, and Government say that they are the 
iK'st ixM)plo to dtn ide who is right and who is wrong or whose claims 
ar<‘ right and whose claims are wrong. I think in too many 
cases both the different local Ixxlies will abide by the decision 
of Government and they will not rush into law courts. It is 
only in such casw where one of them is divssatisfied with the 
orders of (ioveniment and Indieves or has reason to believe 
or is udviswl by lawyers that they have got a gtwd case, then and 
then only they will go to law courts and there is absolutely no^i^ason 
why they should be preventetl from going to law courts. Of course 
theiV should not be waste of money but may 1 ask the Hoirble Minister 
why then the ScMietaiT of State, by which 1 mean Collector of the 
Distric t, rushes int(> the court and files civil suits at least in 7i> fier 
cent, of which cases the Government lose^ Still they go to courts in 
the inti*r(»st of tax|wyers l)ecuuse the Secretary of State pleads that 
he has a g(H>d case <»ii Indiali of the rate|rt4yers so much so that some- 
times on account of the wnmg advice given by the lawvf'rs of the 
Secretary of State they lose the ca.se. Sir, I know of one case in 
which the S«M’retarv of State lost one lakh ninety thousand and the 
lawyer inaile a lot of money. Therefore 1 see no reason why if Gov- 
eninuMit vnn fight these cases in civil courts the local bodies, who 
are dissatisfi^Hl with (fovernment de<'ision, should not Ih* allowed to 
go to law’ (’ourts. 

The UKftinii that in clause Si {/), in lines G and 7, the woi*d8 
“and shall n<»t be (jnestioiunl in an\ <’ourt” be omitted was then put 
and a di\ision takem with the following result; — 


AYES, 


All, Maulvl Hmmii. 

•alith. Maulvl tyatf MapA. 

•allaMi, Rai •ahaiiir Oabaaira Naik. 
•aiiarjl, Mr. e. 

•atu, Mr. Naraatfra Kumar. 

OMllarlaa, Mr. A. C. 

OlwMlAuri, KaAu Kialiari Maluui. 
CMiauiliuri, KImm MMtfur MaiKvi Ali* 
munaiMm. 

Cfca w K A ury, Miutvi AMul Olian). 

Oaa» Itoi Maiiir gMitiit Kumar. 

Qkaaa, Or. Ammya MAtaa. 

•uiiAi Mu MfuNa Kumar. 

Malilia, lluutvi AMul. 


Mitira, UaM tarat ClMiBUra. 

MaatiarjM, Mr. tyamaaraaatf. 
MukAopauAaya, Rai taAib Sarmt CUaRUrm. 
Nag, iabu tuk Lai. 

NaaUy, Mabaraja frit Obaagrt, tf Kaaiai* 
baiar. 

Rai Mabaaai, Mualaira Dab. 

Ray, Mr. bbaatl tbaA bai ai umr . 

Raul, Babu Haaaai. 

Ray, Babu ba ty aab ra Natb. 

Ray, Mr. Barat Kuaiar. 
gaaiagi, Maa tr l AbUua. 

•aa, Rai BaMb Akabay Kamar. 

•bab, Maatai AbBul MaaNB. 

•iiMMi, Ra|b Babauur Bb u p aair u mmmgmk 

JkR 

VI 
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MaM, MaiMiMa icii«a|« Wtrtiaiiini, 
ICIiMi MMiar. 

Anntlr^fift, m. W. L. 

Ailtttii. Mr. J. M. 

M, L»m KiNMir. 

•M, Mai Mm tarat ClMMra. 

SaMarfl, Mai saMaar Kaafiab eiianara. 
•iHkiayrt, Mr. H. 

iteiiay, Mr. K. N. I 

■ata. Mr. t. M. 

dMailiarit Or. Jacantfra CAanira. I 

dM U NMi a r i , KHan iahaaiir Maulai MaAiar ’ 
MalMaaa. 

O l iaa Kl niry, Ha|i oatfi Ahmaa. i 

Oapaiaoar, Ma)ar-Ca«iarai w. V. ’ 

Om. Mai BaAaa«r taiyanara Kuiaar. | 
Matt* Mai Oahaaur Or. Hariaiiaa. 

Faraaai. iim Naa'aia Natraa K. 0. M., I 
KAaa oaliaaar. 
ra»aaa, Mr. H. M. 

Farraatar, Mr. 4. CamaAall. 

Oanaali. Mai Oaliaaur tuail Kuiaar. 
OAaniavi, tha Naa’bla Alliaaj Air Abaal- | 
fcariffi. i 

Oitahritt, Mr. M. N. 1 

Oataka. flai Oaliaaur Oaariaat. 

Hanaaraan, Mr. A. 0. M. I 

Haaaa, Mr. j. o. V. I 

Maaaia. NaMab Mutharruf, Khan iahuaur. | 
Kliaa. Maulai Aniia>ui'Kainan. 

Kban, Kban Oabaaur Maulvi Muattaia Ali. 


Kbaii» Maaivi TaailiiMMiii. 

Kbaa, Mr. Nanuir Mabmaii. 
t aaa aa , Mr. O. W. 

Mittar, iba Nan'bta Sir Fravaab ObufiOar. 
Maaiiai, Kbaa labaaur Mabaaiaiaa AOaal. 
Naot Mavaraaa O. A. 

Naciaiaaain, iba Haa*Ma Mr. Kb«a|a. 
Fatra, Mr. O. F. 

Fbilaat, Mr. H. 0. V. 

Faaaar. Mr. Aaaiiaa Mabaa. 

Nabmaa. Mr. A. F. M. AbOur*. 

May, Oabtt AiautyaObaa. 

May, tabu Kbattar Mabaa. 

May, Oabu NaoaaOra Narayaa. 

MaiO, Iba Naa‘bia Mr. M. N. 

Man, Mr. 4, 

May, Mr. taitaawar tiaab. 

May, Iba Naa’bla Mr. Oilay FraaaO llaob* 

tabana, tabu taiya Kiahar. 

iaitar. baba Oaaa# Oibait 

•arkar, Mai labib Mabati Mabaa. 

taa. Mr. O. M. 

tan, Mr. Oirit Cbani|ra. 

ttaalataa. Mr. H. t. 

Tbamaa, Mr. M. F. 

Tbamaaaa, Mr. W. M. 

TaamanO, Mr. H. F. V. 

Twynam, Mr. N. J. 

Wilkinaaa. Mr. H. M. 
waaObaai, tba Nan*bla Mr. J. A 
WaratwaHb. Mr. W. 0. 


Tlu* .V\«*N and tlu* 5K the inotitm wuh lont. 

The Hint inn that in (laune HI i'J), in line-*. TJ and Id. the worda 
“and hhall not he (jueHtioned in iin\ eonrt’* failed. 


The Hofi*ble Mr. BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: I to move 
that in the proximo to rlan‘«e HI in line d, for the won! “huK"’ the 

Word “have” he t<uhhtitute<l. 

The motion wn^ pnt and a>rriH'<l tn. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The <|ue*itn»n in that <dan«»e HI, an amendeil 
hy the ( onru'il, i«tand part of the Bill, 

The motion m iih put and npreed to. 


rUtusr 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The question is that elause 82 stand part of the 
Bill. 

Or. AMULYA RATAN CHOSE: I lieg to move that in dauAe 
92 (/), in line 3, after the word *Vommit!ee*’ the following be in**erted, 
iiaiooly: — 

^^eOnsiiitiiig of commiksionerA the number of whieh shall not 
exceed one-third of the total numWr of conmiiigionerA/' 
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Sir, in movinif this amendment I beg to say that the committee 
should be limited to a certain number of commissioners and that is the 
reason for whicdi 1 have moved this amendment. Standing committees 
ought not to Im? unwieldy and if these committees become very large 
their work will not be as satisfactory' as that of committees consistiw 
of smaller number of commissioners. For these reasons I commend 
ray motion to the acceptance of the House. 

The Hofi’bla Mr. BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Sir, I rise to 
opfMwe this ainendment. It may or may not be a committee of com- 
missioners — it may be an expert committee. That is the idea of a 
committee like this. In the Calcutta Municipal Act there is such a 
provision, and I see no reason why commissioners should be brought 
in on a committee of experts. It may l)e necessary sometimes to consult 
the opinion of experts and it is to give that opportunity that a provi- 
sion like this has been put in the Hill. 

The motion of Dr. Amulya Uatan Ghose was then put and lost. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The (|ue'*tion is that clause 82 stand part of the 
Hill. 

« 

The motion was put and agreed to. 


Chiu.u*s S3 t(f S3. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The i|ue.stion jh that < lanses Hd to 8d stand part 
of the Hill. 

The motion waf» p\jt and agieed to. 

('hlU.HC Sfi. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The (piestioii is that clause 8t» stand part of the 
Hill. 

Rai BalUKhtf KESHAB CHANDRA BANERdI: I beg to move 
that clause 8() (.2) W omitted. 

Sir, clause 8(1 (2) .says (hat the chairman shall prepare the report 
and the commissioners at a meeting shall consider it and forward it to 
the Ixx’al Government with their resolutions thereon, if any, I beg 
to ]K>iut out ill this connei'tion that the annual report of a municipality 
i.s nothing hut a statement of the actual work done by that munici- 
pality during the previoius year and us such the suhmiMion of the same 
to the Government should lie left to the chairman alone. I am, there- 
fore, in favour of the deletion of the clause altogether. The anniud 
administration report contains a statement of the receipts and expendi- 
ture incurred during the previous year. The chairman is auihoiiaed 
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to sfieiiii money as per budget sanctioned by the commiaaionert at a 
meeting. The report m 1 have already stated, contains an aciDUnt of 
the activities of the municipality in regard to education, water-supply, 
public works, public health and sanitation. It is, therefore, unneces- 
sary for the chairman to put up the report before the commissioners at 
% meeting. Besides, Sir. considerable difficulty will arise in other 
respec'ts if the administration repi>rt is placed before the meeting for 
the consideration of the t'ornmissioners. As a rule a ct»py of the report 
tm the working of the muiticipulity is supplied to every memWr »s s<Mm 
It is printed. 


6 p.m. 

Sir, in the administration report the chairman of a municipality is 
authorised t<» mention numeH <if th<>se gentlemen who have rendered 
valuable puhlir service in their <‘apacity as c<»mmissiouers ; and if this 
report is plare<l l>ef<»re coniiiitssiouers at a meeting, great difficulties 
will arise over the insert imi of the names of a particular commissioner 
or coinniissionerH who do not deser\e any commendation for their work. 
The chairman luorig the udiiiiitistrutive head of a municipality, he is 
the liest |>ers<in to judge who, amongst the commissioners, liave dis- 
charged their liutjes to the )M»st interest of the ratepayers in general. 
According to the majority of latepayers of muf<isfol municipalities, he 
is regarded as the Iw'st coiunnssioner w'ho can rei'oinniend remission of 
taxes; that is the idea which still obtains amongst a certain class of 
ratepayers and commissioners are not unoften found to supfiort 
unreasonable requestn of ratepayers in matters like these which are 
definitely against public interest, and in fact s<»inetimes ('ominissioiiers 
are forced to do things which are considered detrimental to the liest 
interest of the ratepayers and to the municipal administration in 
general. I am, thendore, in favour of retaining the power of pre- 
paration of the annual uqiort and its subniissirui to (fovernment by 
tbe chairman and the chairman ulotte. It is a matter of principle on 
which I differ from wmie of the memlH*rs of this House. 1, therefore, 
think that the report should not Ih» placed l)ef*»re commissioners, hut 
ihoiild l>e entrusted to the chairman as provitled in the existing Act. 

Tilt Hon’blt Mr. BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY l Sir, I am pre- 
pare<l to accept this amendment. 

Dr. AMDLYA RATAN CHOSE S I opp<»se the , amendment. This 
is a thing which I consider should be opposed. If the honTile mover’s 
only aim is to deprive commissioners of their right to consider the 
odminiairation report prepared by the chairman, then I say it is a 
vary rttrogmde measure. In these days of democracy — and when 
dtmocracy is so much talked of — U> think that commissioners at a 
meeting will not have the opportunity of f*onsidertng the whole year’s 
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tni nidi rati on , but it will be prepared by the chairman and submitted 
to Government! By the omission of this sub-clause, it is sought W 
make the chairman a veiy autocratic one. TVhatever work he has done 
for the la.-'l 12 months the commissioners will not have an opportunity 
of c(msiflering and giving their opinion thereon which, I think, every 
man of deuux ratic views must oppose. Rai Bahadur Keshab Chandra 
Banerji has said that he is the best comraissioiier who helps ratepayers 
to get remission from taxes. Well, Sir, I do not understand how a 
municipal comiriiHsioner' can help to relieve ratepayers of taxes if the 
executive of the municipality is not in agreement with that particular 
commissioner or c«>mnnH.sioneis. The administiatioii of a municipality 
is in the hands of the executive; commissioners of a municipality 
are indirectly resp^msible, no* directly. The Rai Bahadur says that 
in the administration .report the names of commissioners who have 
rendered good service to the municipality will l>e mentioned as to how 
they have worked during the year. That recommendation of course 
is not a very important rtM-ommemiation. I do not think that sort of 
lecommendution is always done in every administration report; rather, 
that is rarely done, and wheiieve? it is done, it is certainly the names 
o1 those (‘omniissioners who have l>een able to flatter the chairman 
very well, whc> will get the fii>t place in the a<lininistiatir>n report and 
not the best of the commissioners. It that be the idea that the com- 
missicners will be the henchmen of the chairman, then I consider the 
nmemlment to he a retrograde measure and therefore strongly oppose 
it. 


Mauiwi TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: Sir. T oppose the amendment. It 
is an amemlinent of a retrograde chara<’ter, and it exhibits distrust in 
the commissioners of a municipality. The strongest argument, w’hich 
the K ai Bahadur has advanced in favour of the amendment, seems to 
be that the chairman has to recommend names of certain commissioners 
who may have done good service during the year under rejwrt, and 
that, if that is plated liefore the commissioners, at a meeting, not only 
the position of the chairman het^omes delicate, but there will also be a 
great row and it will be a hot day ft>r him at the meeting. 

Rai Bahadur KESHAB CHANDRA BANERJI: May I rise to a 
point of personal explanation, Sir^ I never said that this was one of 
the reastins for which rept»rts should m>( be submitted to commissioners’ 
meeting. There are <»ther weighty reasons which I have already put 
forward beft>re the House. 

Mautvl TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: At least that was one of his chief 
reasons. That seem.s (o Is? a very slender argument for depriving com* 
missioners of on opportunity to consider the report which is in fact a 
review of the work done by the commissioners during the whole year. 
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If tbiK fMOWer is taken away from coinmi^sionerB, 1 think the Honse' 
Hrill agree that the etep will be an extremely retrograde one and I trust 
the Houm will reject (his amendment. I am surprised that the 
Government have thought it fit to mcept a retrograde aiueiidnient like 
this. 


Mr. H. P. V. TOWNEND: Mny I explniii to th«* House tluit the 
object of accepting this nmetMhneiit i.s not to jirevent <‘omtnissioner» 
from (‘<uisidering ti report if they think it necessary to consider the 
rep«>i't. The first sub-clause of clause 8t» says "(hat the c(»iuinissinner» 
shall submit to (lie fjcwal (»o\ernni»Mit a report There is nothing to 
prevent commissioners fn>m passing resolutiiuis (hut the r«*por( must lie 
submitted to (hem. 

The imition that clause 8(» l>e omitted was then put and a divi- 
sion taken aith the following result: — 


AYES. 


aaiMr}i« aal laHatfur K«»>iab OhanOra. 
•laMy. Mr. f. N. 

CMiatfhttri, Khan iahaKur Mauivl Hattar 
Aahman. 

CaiHIlfHiar, Ma|ar-Oa«iaral W. V. 

Daa, Mai MahaKur tatyanKra Kamar. 
earaaui, tha Han'bit Na«ah K. 0. M., 
Khan tahabar. 
raawua, Mr. L. M. 

Onncali, Mai taluulwr tutil Kumar. 
Chttinavi, tha Han'hM Alha«| Sir Ah#a«- 
htrim. 

Oitahrtti. Mr. M. N. 

Ouha« Mahu fratutla Kumar. 

HanAaraufi, Mr. A. 0. M. 

Natfca, Mr. 4, O. V. 

Kham Mauivi Amimui-Zamaii. 

Khan, Hr. Maaaur Mahman. 

Mittar, lha Han’Mt tir Mravaali ChunAar. 


Nat, Havarana t. A. 

Naximwiain, tha Han'hit Mr. Khirala. 
ehilpat, Mr. H. 0. V. 
eoaaar, Mr. AnanAa Mahan. 

Mai Mahatai, MuninAra Oah. 

HaiA, lha Han’blt Mr. M. N. 

May, Mahtt ^iltnAra Nath. 

May, Mr. taitatnar tifiah. 

May, Mr. tarat Kumai. 

May. lha Nan'Ma Mr. Mijay frataA tlnffli.. 
Sahana, Mahu MUra Kinhar. 

•arkar. Maau taaal tthaH. 

•arhar, Mai tahih Mahati Mahan. 

tan, Mr. M. M. 

tan, Mr. Cirit OhanAra. 

TawnanA, Mr. H. P. V. 

Twynam, Mr. H. 4. 

Wilbintan, Mr. H. M. 

WaaAhaaA, tha Man'bla Mr. 4. A. 


NOES. 


Altai, MaambiaAa Khwaja MuhanunaA, 
Khan MahaAnr. 

All, Mauivi NaaMn. 

Sabah, Hantvi tyaA Ma|iA. 

Sal, Mai tahih tarat ChanAra. 

•allabh. Mai MahaAnr PahanA r a Math. 
Saan, Mr. NaranAra Knmar. 

Saaa. Mr. t. M. 

Ph a n A h nri. Sahn Kiahari Mahan. 

* ShanihnH, Khnn SnhnAnr Mantvi All- 

Chnnihnri, ManNi tyaA Otman HaiAar. 
SSmnAhnry, Map MaAi AhmaA. 

Sh a MAhn ry. Manivi AhAnI Ohanl. 
ttthi Mai MahaAiw Kamini Kwnar. 



Nfipnt, Khan tth a An r Mnnltri Atianl. 


Haanin, NaiMb Muaharrwl. Khan MahaAnr. 
Naaaain, Manfvl MnhammaA. 

Kaaam, Manivl Ahnl. 

Khan, Khan MahaAnr Manivl Muanam Alt. 
Khan. Mnnivi TamiiwAAIn. 

Mitim, Mahn tarat OhanAra. 

Mamin, Khan InhaAur MuhanunaA AhAnI. 
Mnb h an aAh aya, Mai tahih tarat OhanAra.' 
F iAA nr , Math Hnnnman erataA. 

Mahman, Mr. A. P. M. AbAur^ 

May, Sabn AmnfyaAhan. 

May, Paha Khaftar Mahan. 

Mny, Pnhn MapanAra Marayaa. 

Mant, Mann Havani. 

May, Mahn tatyanAm Nath, 
tan, Mni tahih A ba h n y Knmar. 
than, Mantwi AhAul NamlA. 


The Ayet being .*16 and the Noes .Tl, the motion wat carried. 
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Rii BahMiur KESHAB CHANDRA BANERJI: Sir, 1 beg to move 
that clause 8(> (3) he omitted. Clause 86 (3) says that the report shall 
be published in such manner as the commissioners at a meeting, sub- 
ject to the approval of the TiOcal Government, may direct. I need not 
advance any argument in favour of this amendment. My argument 
is practically the same as that I put forward in moving my previous 
amendment. 

Maulvi TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: I rise to oppose this amendment. 
The clause says that the report shall be published in such manner as 
the commissioners at a meeting may direct. It was pointed out by 
Mr. Townend that if sub-clause (2) were deleted it w*ould be left to the 
<?ommissioners to consider the report because the last sentence of sub- 
clause (7) sjiys that a copy of the report shall l>e submitted by the 
4‘ommissionerM to the District Magistrate. Sir, if this clause be deleted 
there will be another impiediment against the commissioners considering 
the matter in any way. The arguments against deletion of sulwlause 
(2) alm» apply to the deletion of sub-clause (.1). This clause will not 
coinpM»l the chairman as apprehended by some members to place the 
rejKirt before the meeting but simply the commissioners will have 
piower to direct the chuirmaii to publish the rep>ort. When this clause 
•were incorporated by Government in the Bill I do not think they 
incorpniruted it on no ground w’hatsoever. There seems to lo no I’eason 
why this sulwluuse should lie deleted. The deletion of this clause 
will be another uinlemotTatic step and as such I oppose it with all the 
^^mphasis I can lomniand. 


Mr. NARENDRA KUMAR BA8U: Sir, I beg to oppmse this 
amendment. It seems to me that in addition to the reasons given by 
the previou.M sp)eakers one of the grounds on which this sub-clause in 
the Bill should be retained is that it gives an opiportunity to the rate- 
payers to tind out what the report is. The clause says that the annual 
repKirt should be pniblished and thus give an opportunity to the rata- 
imyers to see how' the municipality has been working and what the 
tnunicMpial commissicmers have been doing. I see no reason why the 
ratepayers should In* denied this opportunity. 

Thi HMi’bH Mr. BI40Y RRAfAD tINCH ROY: Sir, I would 
request the Rai Bahadur to withdraw this motion. 

Rai BMNMtN* KESHAB CHANDRA BANERdI: Sir, I beg leave 

io withdraw this amendment. 

The motion was then, by leave of the Council, withdrawn. 
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Mr* MiSIDEttT: The question is thnt clause 86, as amended hf 
the Council, stand part of the Bill. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 

CUtuse S6A. 

Uf. PRESIDENT: The question is that rluuse 8()A stand part of 
the Bill. 

Mr. NARENORA KUMAR BASU: Sir. I to move that in 
clause 8(iA. in line 1, after the word “aequire*’ the w<»nU “by >riff or 
otherwise*’ Im* inserted. 

My amendiaent i.s only to make the sei'tiim clear 

Tim Hoffi*ble Mr. BUOY PRASAD SINCH ROY: Sir, I have much 

pleasure in arcepfinj^^ the amendment. 

The motion of Mr. Nnrendra Kumar Basu was then put and agreed 
to. 


Dr. AMULYA RATAN CHOSE: Sir. I ri^* to formally move that 
to clause HflA the w<»rds “for the purpones of this Act” l»e adiled. 

Tha HofYble Mr. BidOY PRASAD SINCH ROY: Sir, I formally 
oppf>se it. It is (|uite unneiessnr}*. 

The motion of Dr. Amulyu Itutun (those was then put and h»s1. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The question in that clause StiA. ns amended 
by the (’ouncil, .**tand part of the Hill. 

The motion was jiiit and agreed to. 


f'lauAi' AT. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The quest ion i’^ that claus<» 87 stand part of 
the Bill. 

Bibit SATYENDRA NATH ROY: Sir, 1 he^ to move that in elauna 
87 {!) tdi, in line 1, after the words ‘^offensive matter” the wordi 
‘‘deposited on streets or** 1 m* inserted. This clause 

TN H«fPbl« Mr. BUOY PRASAD SINCH ROY: Sir, at thia sta^e 
I may intervene and say that 1 am prepared to ac<‘ept this amend- 
ment. 

The motion of Balm Satyendra Nath Roy waa then put and a|^eed 
to. 
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Mr^ PRESIDENT: The question is that clause 87, as amended by 
the Council, stand part of the Bill. 

The motion was put and agree<l to. 


Clause 8S. 

Mri PRESIDENT: The question is that clause 88 stand part of 
the Bill. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 


('lauMc SIK 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The question is that clause 89 stand part of 
the Hill. 

MUNINDRA DEB RAI MAHA8AI: Sir, I heg to move that in 
clause 8ft (/), in line 1, after the word “school” the words “library, 
museum” he inserted. * 

Sir, it is not f(»r the furtheramc of any hohl)\ of mine that 1 am 
goifig to move this amen«lment. lahraries and museums are generally 
established and maintained at public expense. Many libraries have 
got buildings of their own. For instance, in my district almost all 
the libraries in the niuni<'ipul towns have got their own build ing*. 
Some libraries have got endowments as well. If need arises would it 
not Iw* advisable to vest them in the ctimmissioners (d the mun'cipal- 
ities in the best interests of the public y If the law does not make any 
provision, the commissioners will be tleharred fnon lending them a 
helping hand if any eontingenry arises. The libraries and museums 
are ns much useful publie institutions as any hospital, dispensary, 
BcluMd, rest-house, fjhat, or market within a municipality. There need 
not he any apprehension that (his would 1 h* an additional burden on 
municipal revenues. There is ample safeguard in sub-clause (2) 
which provides that if the c'ommissioners at a meeting object to the 
transfer to themselves on the ground that they cannot l»ear the charges 
then such transfer shall not l>e made save under such conditions M 
the commissioners at a meeting may agree to accept. 

Thi Hon'Mt Mr. BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Sir, may I 
intervene at this stage and say that I would accept this amendment. 

The motion of Muuindra Deb Rai Mabasai was put and agreed to. 

Mr. NARENDRA KUMAR BASU: 1 beg to move that in cIaum 
89 {2) after the word “school” the words “library, museum” be 
inserted. 
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Tht lton*bla Mr. BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY 8 I am prepared 
to accept the ameiidnieot. 

The motion of Mr. Xarendra Kumar Basu was then put and agiwl 
to. 

Mr. W. H. THOMPSOM: Sir, may 1 have your |>ermission to move 
the amendment which stands in my name in a slijrhtly altered foriit 
thus — 

“That after clause 89 {2) the following be added: — 

(.7) 8ul>-»e<‘tion (/) shall not apply to any hospital, dispensaiy, 
school, library, museum, rest-house, ghat or market which is vested in 
the (Official Trustee of Bengal or to any hospital, dispensary, school, 
librar> . museum, rest-house, ghat or market which is under the control 
of a pniperly constituted t-ommittee of management without the previous 
consent in writing of such committee of management.'’ 

If the llon’ble Minister will let me know' whether he is prepared 
to accept it, it may not l>e necessary for me to say anything more on 
the subject. 

Th« Hofi’bto Mr. BldOY PRASAD SINCH ROY; Sir, 1 am pre- 
pares! tf» accept it. 

The motion of Mr. W, 11. Thompson was then put and agreed to. 

Mr. PRESIDENT. The cjue.stiou is that tduuse 89, us amended by 
the Council, stand part of the Bill. 

The mot lull wa.s put and agreed to. 

Clause iHh 

Mr, PRESIDENT: The tjuesiion is that (dause 90 stand part ot the 
Bill. 

Tha HoiPbM Mr. BldOY PRASAD SINCH ROYS Sir, before 
Dr. (those moves his amendment No. 1011, may I have your permission 
to move motion No. 101 lAJ^ It runs as follows: — 

“That for clauw* 90 the following l*e sulistituted, namely:- - 

90. 1 /) When any land, whether within or without the limits of 

a municipality, is required — 

(o) for the purposes of this Act, or 

(h) for the rH'oupmenl of the cost or any |iortton of the cost of 
carrying out any such purpose, 

the Local tlovemment may, at the rec|uesi of the commissioners at a 
meeting, proceed to ac^quire it under the provisions of the I^aud Acqui- 
iition Act, 1894. 
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(2) B«fore requesting the Local Government to acquire land 
purposes referred to in clause {h) of sub-section (/) the conunissionett 
shall obtain previous sanction of the Local Government and give dni 
notice of their intention and an opportunity to any objector, who 
apj>ears within such period as they may fix, to be heard in this connec- 
tion. 

iS) Gn ]>ayn»ent by the commissioners of the compensation awarded^ 
under tihe liund Acciuisition Act, 1894, and of any other charges incurs 
red in acquiring the land including costs, if any, incurred by the Local 
Government in prcKoedings subsequent to acquisition concerning 
enhancement of the award for the land, the land shall vest in the 
commissioners. 

{4) The commissioners shall be Istuud to {my to the Government the 
cost, including all charges and costs referred to in sub-section (3), of 
any land acciuired for the commissioners on their application under the 
provisions of sub-section 

Dfi AMULYA RATAN CHOSE: 1 beg to move that clause 90 bo 
omitted. 

This clause seeks to take away any land either inside or outside the 
limits of a municipality for the purpose of recoupment. In the Bengal 

was empowered to take away certain land or any land wherever or when- 
ever they likeil for the recouj)ment of the municipal fund. That will 
be a severe thing in the mufatiml town where the people will l)e hard 
hit if the choicest and best |>ortion of their land is taken away by th« 
municipality for the purposes of recoupment. This sort of legislation 
will deprive many of the |MM)rer people or many of the people who have 
m» means to part with their land, may l)e affected. For that reason. 
Sir, I do not like that this clause should be there by which the muni- 
cipality will be em]>owered to acquire any land. I have .seen from my 
experience that a(H]uisition wherever it has occurred has occurred with 
the greatest dissatisfai'tion of the owners of the land. The owners of 
the land lose in many respet'ts if their lands are acquired. On that 
principle. Sir, 1 have thought fit to move this amendment and I coia- 
niend this amendment to the acceptance of the ITouse. 


Rti iahadur KEtHAB CHANDRA BANERJI: 1 fail to under- 
stand why Dr. Ghose wants the total deletion of this clause. He has 
said that under the piweut Act, the municipal commissioners cannot 
acquire land for public puriwises. There is provision in the Act under 
which land can be acquired by a municipality. 


Dr. AMULYA RATAN GHOtEs 1 never said that. 
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;^|lai Mndur KEtHAB CHANDRA BANERJIt Sir, 1 sUnd cor- 

xmitd. T1i€ clause provides for acquisition of land for public purpoMis, 
M% pre^nt, lands are acquireil by local bodies such as municipalities^ 
district boards and other l<K*al bodies for public purposes, e.g.p for the 
purpose of oj>ening out a road or for the purpose of having the sewer- 
age outfall works constructed and for sundry other purposes in whieb 
the public are interested, and I do not understand why the deletion of 
the entire clause is suggested. Thai will do away with all possibilities 
ol acquiring land for the public beneht. With these words, Sir, I 
Oppose this amendment. 


Tlio Hofi’blu Mr. BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY I This is cerUinly 
a new provision which has Injen introduced in the Beugiil Municipal 
Bill. In the Bengal Municipal A« t theie is a provision for acquisition 
of land hut there is no provision for acquisition of land for recoupment. 
But as we want to look ahead and give the municipulilies greater jMuver 
for town ini pro\ emeu t and want to place greater resjMinsihility on the 
municipuhties, 1 think. Sir, some pi*ovision should be matle which 
would enable them to recoup the t-ost that may incur in improvement, 
Tuless this is done, it would l>e impossible for municipalities to under- 
take improvement srdieme**. I would remind my hon*ble friends that 
when the Cahutta Improvement Act was pro|>oMed to l>e placed on the 
statute lwM»k. there was a tremendous agitation in the city. There werr 
town hall meetings, there wius agitation in the (V>r]M>ration, there was 
opi>osition in the Bengal I^»gi%lative (Viuncil. But what is the effect 
new? There is no one in the cit\ who W4»uld hesitate to admit (hat it 
was a great Unm and mily people who could see abend could anticipate 
this state of things. I do not think any ratepayer of ('alcutta now' 
repent, having agr»*ed to place that Bill on the statute book. Rimi- 
lerly. .Sir. some j»ower is ne<*esHnrv for the improvement of imifastal 
municipalities. Sutficient snfeguanl has Wen pmvided for in the clause 
as redrntted. Sanction of the I/>cal ftovernment will W necessary 
before the innnicipalities ran ask the TxKal Government to acquire land 
for re<'‘Oupment. The parties should W given a hcuiring. Ghjections 
will l>e bean! liefoie any rase is dis{M>sed of, Ro, there is ample pro- 
vision against the misuse of this [>ower. The I>ocal Government will 
not easily agree to acquire lands on behalf of the municipalities where 
there is not much justification. There is a similar clause in the 
Calcutta Municipal Act and practically the same clause is proposed to 
be inserfeil in the Bengal Municipal Art. Sir, only large municipali- 
ties like that of Howrah. Dacca and Darjeeling will be in a position to 
take ailvantage of this clause and not small municipalities in the 
w$ufas$al. So., I would appeal to the meroWrs of this House to look 
ahead and not to be misled by the argument that it will o]>«nite bard- 
idlip on the ratepayers. Those who hove experience of the work of thr 
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^.'alcutta Improvemeut Trust would have no hesitation in admitting tjE38 
no hardship ha.s been caused to the landowners of Calcutta. On the 
other hand, 1 have seen jieople anxiously hoping that the Improvement 
Tnjst would come forward to acquire their land because there is a pro- 
vision of 15 per cent, statutorj' additional compensation. So, if thb 
provision is intro<Iuced and if jnufas^al municipalities want to take 
advantage of this provision, 1 am sure some such means of compensa- 
tion would also 1^ intrwluced when it is actually worked. I ask the 
House to agree to place this newly drafted clause! in the Act. If is 
really in the interest of the viufatml ratepayers, it is really in the 
interest of the mnjaJ»$al towns that this clause has been put in, and 
there is absolutely no chance of Government allowing tha |)ower to be 
fnisused under this clause. 

The motion of Dr. Amulya Ilatan Ghose was then put and lost. 

The motion of the Ilon’ble Mr. Hijoy Prasad Singh Itoy was then 
put and agreed to. 

[At fh4() p.m, the Council was adjourned for prayer and it re- 
assembled at p.m.] 


AVir Ciause 90 A. 

Babu SATYENDRA NATH ROY: On a point of order, Sir. The 
amemlments with regard to new elaiise 9()A should not be taken up now 
as they require llu* sanction of the (ioveinment of India which has not 
luM*n received yet, 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Yes, 1 know that. 

Mr. B. C. CHATTERilEE: I want to have my amendment post- 
|w)ned. 

Mr. PREttOiNT: I have no objection in view of the fact already 
atuted. 


Clause 91. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The question is that clause 91 stand part of the 
Bill 

Mmlwi H AiSAN ALI l 1 beg to move that in elause 91, in line 4. 
.4ke words “not requiiSd for such purposes’* he omitted. 
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it is not to h*Te ths words “aot rsqairod for 

jmrpOOM/’ Roadside lands are often leased out and feteh good iueome. 
Witk tiieae few words. Sir. I commend my amendment to the acceptance 
of the House. 

TBt Htfi’bit Mr. BldOY PRAtAO tlNCH ROYt This clause is 
absolutely necessary as it exists in the present Act. How can a muni- 
cipality go on with this power? What does my bon'ble friend mean 
by suggesting the omission of this clause.^ It is the most unpractical 
suggestion. 

The motion of Maulvi Haasan Ali was put and lost. 

Mr. PRESIDENTS The question is that clause 91 stand part of the 
Bill. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 


(lauMf 

Mr, PRESIDENT: The question is that clause 92 stand jiarf f»f the 
Bill. 

BalHi SATYENDRA NATH ROY: 1 Wg to move that in rliius4» 
92 i'J), in line.s 2 an*! Jt, for the words hundred rupees or which 

shall involve a Miluf exieeding two hundml riijiees/' the following Is* 
sul>stituted, namely: 

“five huii<lrc(l rujH*es or which hIhiII involve a value exr.*ed- 
iug five hundred rii)>eeh in the case of a municipality having 
an income «*f rupees fifty thouHand or over and two hundred 
and fifty ru)>e4*H in other (nses.*' 


7 p.m. 

Sir. I think at least a distiric tioii aliouid be made lietween bigger and 
smaller municipaiities. My proi*o-t*il is that in the case »»f innnicipnli- 
ties having an income of lU. 59,000, the presimt ]Miwers should be re- 
tafbed and thos** having an income lielow Us. 20,0t'Kb the amount should 
be liniite<l t<» Us. 250, There may lie a very urgent work such as the 
sinking of tub#»-wells costing more than Hs. 2(K) and repairs of a parti- 
cular road which has lieen in very laid condition during the rains. In 
such cases it will W \erv difficult to get the contracts sanctioned by the 
commiastoners at a meeting within 15 da>s or three weekii nnd conse- 
quently the work will suffer verv much. In these circumatimces, as a 
matter of expwlieney, the power of the chairman to sanction nl least 
Ra. 500 should Iw* retained in municipalities having an income of 
Ra. 50,000. 
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Ril Baludur KltHAB CHANDRA DANERJIS Sir, I to sup^ 
port the ameDflment which has been moved by Mr. Satyendra Nath Roy. 
Sir, from iiiy j^ersonal experience of the administration of a munid- 
palify 


Mr. 8. M. B08ES Where? 

Rai BahMlur KEBHAB CHANDRA BANERill: The Municipality 
of Dm ca. 1 think it is a very useful provision. At present the chair- 
man can H[)end up to Rs. 500 without waitinf;^ for the sanction of com- 
missioners at a meetinjr. But under the present Bill the chairman is 
made a mere fijjrureheud in the tine sense of the term and if this i>ow€r, 
of sanctionin^f an expenditure up to a limit of Rs. 500 is taken away 
from him, the chairman will have no independent existence and in faot^ 
he has been deprived of some of the jwwers which he now enjoys under 
the Ben^ral Municipal Act of 1884. This is democracy with a venf^eance! 
As has already been pointed out* by Mr. Roy, it sometimes so happens 
that many important works suffer on a^'count of the delay in ohtaininff 
sanction of the commissioners to a particular expenditure at a meeting. 
For example the erection of street hydrants, urgent road repairs, etc, 
Svn h petty works cannot be sanctioned by the chairman and if he is to 
wait for the sanction of commissioners at a meeting, it will mean un- 
necessary delay and hampering of public work. 

Mr. NARENDRA KUMAR BASU: Sir, T beg to oppose the 
motion. Tt seems to me that the two chairmen who spoke in support 
of the motion arc very anxious to preserve their rights and privileges, 
I do not think it will he necessary b»r the Council to support the chair- 
men against the (‘ommissioners at a meeting. 

Dr. AMULYA RATAN CHOBEs vSir, I oppose the motion. It is 
rather a thing which gives the chairman unnecessary’ power. It is 
already in the Bill that he can do certain things without the consent 
of the commissioners at a meeting. 

TN Hon*IMt Mr. BldOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: May I point out 
that amendment Nos. 1021 to 1028 may be taken up together? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: If you do that it may take more time. If 1021 
fails the other amendment will automatically fall to the ground. 

Dr. AMULYA RATAN CHOSE: I think that the purpose of 
spending money by the chairman without the sanction of the oofuinis- 
sioners at a meeting will be served by the provision made in the report 
of the Select Committee that is quite enough. He can spend as many 
times as be likes Hs. 200 and by this be can spend even two lakbs, 
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twen^ Iftkhs : there in no barrier to that. The chairmaQ ia empowered 
to apend Ha. 200 aa many times as he likes: therefore whether we 
give him the power to spend up to Ra. 500 or not does not matter. If 
that i« the case I do not see any reason why (here {should be any 
anxiety' to get the j>ower of chairman to sanction an amount of Hs, 500 
without the consent of commissioners, lie can sfiend any sum within 
the budget provision for water-works or street lighting or conservancy 
works. What actually happens is that the chairman creates some 
henchmen in the parly of cominissioners by helping some of them with 
this power of sanctioning Rs. 500 to carry on things in his ward. By 
this means the chairman satisfies a nuinlier of f*t»miins»»ioners or a group 
,of commissioners hut in doing so the other wards suffer, where the 
commissioners may he more straightforward in their opprisition and 
.<may not have satisfied the chairman. Those wards are deni^nl their 
most rea.Honal>le demands. I think that the power to sanction Rs. iHKl 
should l»e still further reduced. I congratulate the Government as 
also the Selec t t'oinuiittee for taking note of this matter. 


BUni KHETTER MOHAN RAY! I think the ameiolmenf of Hahn 
Satyendra Nath Hoy an iiiipioveiiient on what hii.H l^eeii done by the 
Select r<»mmittee but there is a distinction made l>etwee!i the miinici. 
palities having an income of Its. 50, (MK) and those having less. This 
power ahsolulely necessary and it was advcsateil hv those who have 
experience in the Select (\niimittee and Rs. 20t) has Wen retained as 
the amount whn h is within the jwmer of the chairman to si>ei»d with- 
out siimtion. T ins power is ne< es*.nry in this way— in larger munici- 
palities the rhairmun ought to have jMiwer to spend Rs. fdKt and in 
snialler iiiunn'ipalities Hs, 2t>0 only would, I think, W sufficient. 1 
think in (use of an einergeiicy this power is necessary otlierwisr the 
work of the municipality cannot l>e carried <m. With these remarks 
1 supjMirt the amendment moved by Hahu Satyendra Nath Roy. 

TIm Hofi’M Mr. BldOY PRASAD tlNCH ROYt I rise to o|ipose 
this amendment hut certainly not cm the same ground as Dr. Amulya 
Ratan Obose because in my opinion neither the chairman nor the com- 
missioners are in the opinion of Government so almminable creatmes 
as he paints them nor are the cjommissi oners so greedy. I oppose it 
only on the ground that the Select Committee went into this matter 
very thoroughly and made certain reewn men dal ions and Government 
•ee no reason to revise (heir recommendations in this case. 

The motion of Babu Satyendra Nath Roy was put anfl Josi. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The question is that clause 92 stand part of the 
Bill. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 
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Clause 93. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The question is that clause 93 stand part of the 
Bill. 

MUNINDRA DEB RAI MAHASAI: I beg to move that in clause 
93 (/) (it), in lines 3 and 4, after the words ^‘chairman, vice-chairman 
or commissioner" the words "knowing that it is illegal" be inserted. 

Sir, illegal payment made honn fide without the knowledge that it 
was illegal should l>e excepted. A public servant should not be made 
liable for actions taken hotui fide. The person should be penalised 
only when he acted with the knowledge that the act was not according 
to law. 


The HOfi’ble Mr. BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: I rise to oppose 
this amendment. Ignorance of law is no excuse. Being a fhairman 
or a vice-chairman or a commissioner it is his business to know whether 
it is legal or illegal. I oppose it. 

The motion of Munindra Deb Rai Mahnsai was then put and lost. 


Mauivi SYEO MAdID BAKSH: 1 beg to move that in dause 
93 in line 8, the words "or by the lx)cal Ooveninient" be omitted. 

In cases of suits for compensation the commissioners are competent 
enough to institute a suit if they arrive at such a decision at a meeting. 
The commissioners are primarily concerned and if they do not like to 
institute a case they should not be compelled to do so. 


Tht Hon’bM Mr. BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Govemnuni U 
prepared to aci'epl tlm amendment. 

The motmii of Mauivi Syed Majid Baksh was then put and agreed 
to. 


MUNINDRA DEB RAI MAHASAI: I beg to move that clause 

93 (3) he omitted. 

This is a consequential amendment aud should be accepted. 


TIM Hon’blt Mr. BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: I accept it. 
The motion of Munindra Deb Bat Mahasai was put and agreed to. 
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MVi. MAIIENDRA KUMAR BAtU: I beg to move that after rlautie 
d3 the following be added, namely; — 

**Ejeplanaiim%, — The inntitution of a proeeeution found by the court 
trying the case to be mala fitle is misconduct within the meaning of 
the section.*' 

This is intendeil to prevent mala fide prosei'utioiis by chairmen of 
municipalities which are of fre<|uent oi*currenee on account of party 
facti<^s. 

Tha Hofi’ble Mr. BldOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Gov eminent is 
prepiired to accept this anieiidmeiit subject to certain alteratmus. It 
runs thuji — 

“That after douse 9d the fidlowing l>e added, namely:-* 

Erplanation . — The institution of a cose which is found by the 
court by w hich the » as** is hcanl to be mala fide is niistondiu t within 
the meaning of clause (<) of sub><*e<‘tion (/).’* 

Mr. NARENDRA KUMAR BASU: I accept it 

The motion of the Hon ‘hie Mr. Hij<*y l*rusud Singii Roy was then 
put and agreed to, 

The in<»fion of Mr. Narendra Kumar Ibisu, therefore, failed. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Tlic rjuc*<tion is that clause 911, ns amended by 
the Council, stafni part ot tlie Bill. 

The motifin was put and agreed to. 


AdJourtimtftL 

Tlie Council wn.s then a<Iji»uriied till 3 p.m., on Tuesday, the 23rd 
August, 1932, at the Con net I House, Calcutta. 
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Proceedings of the Bengal Legislative Council assembled under 
the provisions of the Government of India Act. 

The Council met in the Council Chamber in the Council House, 
Calcutta ^ on Tuenday, the 23 rd Aujfuet, 1932, at 3 p.m. 


Present: 

Mr, President (the lIonMile Raja Sir Manmatha Nath Rat 
Chaudhuhi, kt., of Suntosh) in the Chair, the four Hon’ble Members 
of the Ex(*<\itiv(* (’(nincil, the three Minwters and 116 nominated and 
elected members. 


STARRED QUESTIONS 

(to which oral answers were given) 

Plaeing tS bouWers round the piers of the Hardinge Bridge. 

M2e. Bahu PROFULLA KUMAR CUHA: {a) U the Ht>n ble 
Member in charge of tln^ Irrigation IX»iMirtment aware that huge quan* 
titieg of bouhieiH are lanng pitcheil round the piern of the Hardinge 
Bridge at Pak.sevy 

(h) If Si), will the lloirhie Meniher he pleas€*d to state the reasons 
therefore 

(i ) Um i\n ex|HMt opinion lanm taken as to — 

(i) what may lw> the effects of such obstructions to the River 

Padma : and 

(ii) any chance of the River Padma changing her course with 

disuvstrous effect to the neighhoiirhood ^ 

MBMBER in ohargo of IRRIGATION DEPARTMENT (tlio 
Hon’hlo AlhodJ Sir Abdotkorim Cbumavi): (a) A quantity of 755,000 
cubic feet of boulders has been so placed from March to May, 1932, 
but none since then. 

(h) The boulders have been placed round piers where deep scour 
boles have been formed below the bed of the river, in order to prevent 
further soour action endangering their safetv. 
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(i) The opinion of the Railway aduiinit»tration nnd of the technical 
advisefs of the Ixwal (Government i« that there will he no injniioiaa 
elPects aa no obet ruction haa l>een caused. 

(ii) There is no likelihood of the river changing its course owing to 
the work which ha.s l>een carried out. 


KIttUi Bahadyr Maulvi AZIZUL HAQUC: Will the Hon^hle Member 
be pleased to state at whose cost these boulders have been pla<'etl? 

Tha Hofi’lila AlhadJ dir ABOELKiRIM GHUZNAVt: Government 
cost. 


KKan Bahadur Maufwi AZIZUL HAQUEt Which Government, 
Imperial or Provincial F 

Tha Hofi’bla AlhadJ Sir ABOELKERIM CHUZNAVI: Imperial 
Government. 


Maulvi SYEO MAJID BAKSH; Have the houlders been placed 
under expert advice F 

Tha Hofi*bia AlhadJ Sir ABOELKERIM CHUZNAVI 3 Most 

decidedl> . 


Pw^nt in detantiofi taithout trial. 

«127. Mr. SYAMAPROSAO MOOKERJEE: <<i) Will the Hon'hla 

MemU*r m chaigt* of the P(jliti<ul iVfMiitment W pleased to lay oh the 
table a stat4*nieut showing — 

(i) the total numlM'r of Ilertgali — 

(7) iadicw, aixl 
{"J) giMitleiiien, 

who are at prenenl in detention w'ithovit trial under Regulation 
III of IMIH, the BfMigul Ordniam e and the Bengal ('riminul I 41 W 
Auitmdment Act; and 

. 

(iG how many of them are— ~ 

(/) impriscmtHi in Bengal jails, 

(2) iraprisoneil in jails outside Bengal, 

(3) interned in Bengal villagi^, 

confined in detention camps in Bengal, and 
(S) confined in detention camps outside Bengal ? 
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(b) 1» it ii fact that all the» dctewua are of the social status of the 
educated middle or bhadralok classes}^ 

(r) How many of them have University degreef^P 

{(!) How many of them are students who were actually studying or 
had just pasMwl out of their colleges or schools at the time of their 
arrests P 

MEMBER in oKarge of POLITICAL KPARTMENT (tlio Hon’bit 
Mr. R. N. Roid): (n) A statement is placed on the table. 

(b) The majority of them are of the bhadralok class. 

(r) and {d) The colltK'tion of the required information would entail 
so much lime, labour, and exfiense that (iovernment are not prepared 
to undertake the task. 


Statfmrnt rrferrpd to in thf answer to clau^ (a) of starred question No. 127. 



Itegulation III 
of 1818. 

Bengal 

('riminai I.Awr 
Amendment 
Act. 1930. 

(i) TotiU mimlier who mv »t poMioiit in detent Jon, in 
eluding villftg*' donucilo — 

Femnii'it 

Nil 

11 

Mall'll 

21 

1,123 

(«) (/) Nundn^r itnprmone<l in Itengal Jails — 

Nil 

10 

MaloN 

1 

19fi 

(jf) Nvimber impriaoncid m jail* outaide Bengal — 
Females 

Males 

Nil 

20 

NU. 

92 

(J) Number mtswiMKl in Bengal villagtsi — 

Feinaloa 

Nil 

1 

Males 

Nil 

13» 

{ 4 ) Number confined in Detention C^ara{)s in Bengal — 
Femalea 

Nil 

NU, 

Males 

Nil 

099 

(i) Number confined in Detention Camps outside 

BengnI- 


Femak« 

Nil 

NU. 

mm 

NU 

Nit 


Kole : — Number of pemotMi deUMncd umkr the B«ag«l Eixicmn«y 

Powwra OrtUaaiMw IX olim . . KtL 

l^tal Powvm OniuMUkoe 7 
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•m Mr. iAILEtWAR SINGH ROY: (a) Li the Hon bW 

Member in chaise of the Irrigation l>i»piirtment aware that owing to 
economic depression in the country the peof^e feel it difiicuit to imy the 
water-rato tax chargecl by the Imgation Department Y 

(6) Is it a fact that the area under coiitnict is grndunlly on the 

decrease? 

(c) I>i the Oovemment imipose to lower the wnter-mte this year 
as a measure of tein]>orar>’ relief to the peoj)Je? 

Tha Hoii*bla Altiail| Sir ABDELKERIM GHUZNAVI: (o) and (b) 

Yes. 

(r) Action has been taken in the case of the Midnn{x>re ami Bakres- 
war fanals The case of the K<len (’anal is umler conHidenition. 

Kliafi Bahadur MUHAMMAD ABDUL MOMIN: Will the Floirhlo 
Member be pleased to stat" the nature of action taken in regard to (he 
Midnapore and Bakreswar ('anals? 

Tha Hofi'hla AthadJ Sir ABDELKERIM GHUZNAVI : It may he 

presumed that necessary action has been taken for the reduction of 
water-rates. 

Khan Bahadur Mauivi AZIZUL HAQUE: Will the Hon’ble Memher 
be pIeaHc<I t»» state whether the Bukrenwar (’anal, is still show'n as a 
pi(K)ucti\e t‘<»n< ern ? 

Tha Hon’hla Alhad] Sir ABDELKERIM GHUZNAVI: It is and it 

will be. 

Khan Bahadur Mauivi AZIZUL HAQUE: Is it not a fm t that with 
deteriorati<»n at the present rat • the Bnkreswar Cana! cannot jrossihly 
he a pnaluctiM* cojicein.** 

Tha Han'hla AlhadJ Sir ABDELKERIM GHUZNAVI: I am afraid 
I cannot agree with that view. 

Rai Bahadur KESHAB CHANDRA BARER Jl: Will the Hon ble 

MemWr be pleased to stat« the annual realisation of taxes by the 
Irrigation Department under this head? 

Tlia Mau’Sla AlhadJ Sir ABDELKERIM GHUZNAVI : 1 am afraid 
1 caniiot give you the figure offhand. 
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Tfmrnnimimt eotti for iamMorili’ tmtsfor faoi> 

*m. irijlil TA^ BAHADUR BINCHs (a) Will ilie Hcm’Ue 
Member in charge of the EeTenue Department be jdeaaed to etate 
whether the tranemisHion coats realised for sending th^ landlords’ 
transfer fees are the same in the case where there is only one landlord 
and also in the case where there are co>8harer landlords? 

(b) If the answer to (a) is in the afl&rmative, will the Hon’ble 
Member l)e pleased to state whether the savings of transmission cost 
made in the case of co-sharer landlords are refunded to the respective 
buyer ? 

MEMBER in charga of REVENUE DEPARTMENT (the Hon’blo 
fir Provath Ohitndsr Mittar): (a) Yes. 

(h) 8(?parate accounts of cost of transmission of transfer fees to 
sole landlords and co-sharer landlords are not kept. 


Leave of offloert ynder the Court of Wards. 

M30. Rai BihaiHir SATYENDRA KUMAR DAS; {n\ Will the 
Hon’ble Meml»er in charge of the Revenue Department l>e pleased to 
state whether it is a fact that otticers under the* Court of Wanls are 
n«>t leave with even for rt'asons of ill health and urgent 

domestic reasons? 

(b) If the answer to {n) in in the affirmative, will the ITou’ble 
Member be jdcasesl to state the niles, if any, under which such jvrmis- 
sion is rofustnl? 

Tho Hofi’Mo Sir PROVASH CHUNOER MITTERl {a) Court of 
Wards employees are regarded ns temporal^' and under the rules they 
ore not entitled to leave if the grunt of leave involves extra exjiense to 
the estate. Sometimes, however, leave with pay is grunted, even if 
sulistitutes have to be engaged on pay, 

(h) Rule 43 at page 140 of the Bengal Court of Wards Manual^ 
1028. 

Rii Sfthtdur KESHAS CHANDRA SANER Jl: Will the Hon’ble 
Memlw he pleased to state whether Government are considering the 
dosirobility of amending rule 43 of the Bengal Court of Wards Manual? 

Tilt Htn’Mt Sir PROVASH CHUNOER MITTSRx Not as at pit- 
ttNit advised. 
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Ril lahMllir KESHAB CHANDRA BAKER Jl: WUl the Hon’ble 
Member be pleased to state whether or not it is a fact that some of 
the officers of the Court of Wards estates have been holding their 
appointments for over a quarter of a century? 


TIm Hoa'bl* Sir PROVAtH OHUNDER HITTER 8 I want notica. 


UNSTARRED QUESTIONS 
(mnawm to which were laid on the table) 

Irrigation worka for agricultural purpoaea in Caal Bengal. 

64. Maulvi ABDUL HAKIM: Ut) Will the Hon’ble Member in 
charge of (he Irrigation Department lie pleaned to state whether aciy 
irrif^ation works for a^^ricultiiral purposes have lieen ilono in the Dacca, 
KajeliHrlii and Chittii^oiiK DivisioiiR since the pussiiifr of the Irrigation 
Art (up to the year 1931) I' 

{h) If tlie answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will (he Hon’ble 
Member be pleaned t<i lav on (he table a statement showing — 

t/) the name and numlN>r of sii< h works; 

iti) the loralitie^s in whic h hurh works have lieen exeruted ; and 

(tit) the total amount of money spent on such works? 


Tht Hon’bit AlhodJ Sir ABDBLKERIM CHUZNAVI: {a} No. 

{h) Does not arise. 

MOttivi ABDUL HAKIM 8 Does the Hon’ble Member think that no 
irrigation work is required to be dons* in ibese threi* divisions? 

The Hon’lilt AlhMiJ Sir ABDELKERIM CHUZNAVI l At present 
fluatare does all the irrigation work requirc^d there. 

KIm BaliMlir Moulvl AZIZUL HAQUE: Is it not a fact that for 
the last 150 years (he irrigation work is left to the care of uaiure? 

TBi Hon*Mt AiiMM« fir ABOiLKERIM OHUZNAVII Naiitro 
oiecitYely does the work in those three diristons. 
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Ptfijia CiMritaWa Dispanstry. 

Babu 8UK LAL NAQs (a) Is the Hon'ble Minister in charge 
of the Local Self-Governnietit Department aware that the Collector of 
JesHorc has asked the Panjia Charita^ble Dispensary Committee in police- 
station Keshabpur to show cause why the Government grant to the said 
dispfMisary shall not be withdrawn as some of. the members of the 
committee participated in the Congress movement.*^ 

(h) What is the amount of Government grant to this dispensary 
per month? 

(r) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Minister he pleased to state (he names of those members who are 
alleged to have participated in (he Congress movement? 

(d) Is it a fact (hat a deputation consisting of some respe<'table 
gentlemen of Punjia waited upon the Collector of Jessore and inL)rmed 
him that the only member who participated in the Congress movement 
WHS the r liairmari of the committee who had resigne<l long before ho 
joined the movement? 

(c) If (he answer to (d) is in (lie affirmative, will the Hon^ble 
Minister he pleased to state whether the Government still intend to 
dis<’ontinue or suspend the Government grant to the Punjia Churitahle 
Dispensary ? 

MINISTER in charga of LOCAL SELF-GOVERNMENT DEPART- 
MENT (the Hon’bit Mr. BiJoy Prasad Singh Roy): (a) Xo. This is 
not a fact. 

(h) Its. per annum. 

(c) Does not arise. 

(d) \ es. Tfiey reported that he put in his resignation just liefor© 
he joiiHMl the movement. 

tfovernment have never considered the (juestion of disconti- 
nuance. 


MuHamniadan Aaoistant and SuB-Asiiitanl Surgaona. 

Maulvl ABDUL CHANI CHOWDHURY: (a) Will the 
lion ble Minister in charge of the Ixtcal Self-Government Department 
be pleased to state — 

(i) (he pert entage. of Muhammadan Aiudstant and Sub-Assistant 
Surgeons employed tinder the Bengal Government in the 
whole cadre; and 
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(i^ tli« number of them in the teaching stalP of the Medical 
Department ? 


{b) I» there any likelihood of giving effect to the Government regula- 
tion to recruit more Muhammadans in the Medical Service to maintain 
the recjuired percentage? 

(c) Is it a fact that up till now only one Muhammadan Sub- 
Aaeietant Surgeon has been promoted to the rank of Assistant Surgeon 
in this Preeidency? 

(d) Is the Hon’ble Minister aware that there are many i|ualilied 
Muhammadan Sub-Assistant Surgeons? 


The Hofi^bia Mr. BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: (a) (i) 10 7171 and 
9 03. 

(fV) 3 and 8. 

(h) The Go\ernment rules regarding the proportion of Muham- 
madan^ to be appointed are strictly followed. 

(c) Yes. 

id) Nf): iKit for pr<unoti<m to the rank of Assistant Surgeons. 

Khan Bahadur MUHAMMAD ABDUL MOMIN: Will the lion ble 
Mini.ster kindly state uln'ther he ( orisiders that lit 37 and 0 dWi are 
sufficient percentages for Moslem employment in the Subordinate 
Medical Department? 


Tha Hofi’bla Mr. BldOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: The p<di( v of 
t joveriiment is tt> fill up 33J fier cent, of the vacant fKwts by Muham- 
madans; but w'e cannot <lrive away (he existing men and appoint Muham- 
madans in their place to make up the f>ercentage. 


Khan Bahadur Mauivi AZIZUL HAQUB: Is it not the rule that at 
least 3»3 per cent. <if the appointments should go to the Muhamtnadans ? 

Tha Han'bla Mr. BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Yes, it is acted 
upon. 

Khan Bahadur Mauivi AZIZUL HAQUB: Is not the rule to be 
ilitarpreted to mean that all vacanc ies should go to the Muhammadans 
until the fiercentage is reached? 


ma Han’Ma Mr. BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: 1 do not tdunk so. 
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Khm Bahadur MUHAMMAD ABDUL MOMIN: Will the Hon’ble 

llinwter consider the desirability of increasing this percentage in order 
to secure more rapid promotion to Muhammadans P 


The Hon'bla Mr. BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: If it is decided 

upon by Government, I have no objection. 

Khan Bahadur MUHAMMAD ABDUL MOMIN: May I know what 
is his personal ideaP 


The Hnn'bla Mr. BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: It is a question of 
policy and it is for (he Government as a whole to lay down the policy. 


Khan Bahadur Mauivi AZIZUL HAQUE: Will the Hon’ble Minister 
he pleased to consider the desirability of placing tbe matter before the 
Government as a whole P 


Tha Hon'bla Mr. BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Yes, I have no 
objection. 


GOVERNMENT BILL. 

The Bmigal MunioifMl Bill, 1B82. 

[The diHcuHsion on the Bengal Municipal Bill, 1932, was then 
resumed,] 


Clausf 94. 

Mr. PRESIDENTS The quention is that clause 94 stand part o! 
the Bill. 

Bfthu SATYENDRA NATH ROY • May I, w'ith your permission, Sir, 
move the amendment which stands against the name of Mr. Ray Chow- 
dhuryP 

Mr. PRESIDE NT I You have my permission to do so, but it must 
be moved as your own amendment. 

Bahu SATYENDRA NATH ROY: I beg to move that after clause 
94 (/) (r) the followving be inserted, namely: — 

such \*oluntary contributions as may be received by the com- 
missioners from any individual or from the public for any 
genera! or specific purpose, such as construction of dminSp 
roads, water-channels, ete,, or the improvement thereof.** 
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Sir^lkofte who are connected with mufasiol munieipalitiee know that 
when ttt«re is a development in a particular area* eay, for mill purpoees^ 
the mill authoritiee generally contribate for the construction of drains, 
roads, water-channels, and also any benevolent public-spirited 
eitisen who wants to improve any particular portion of a 
locality generally contributes for the improvement of roads and 
drains in that locality. These occasions are not rare and they generally 
happen. Under these circumstances, I think the municipal commis- 
sioners should be empowered to accept such voluntary contributions for 
the purposes for which they are mentioned. 


The Hon’ble Minister will see that the amendment proposes! does 
not militate against any provision in the Bill and it refers purely to 
voluntary contributions. 


The Hofl’bit Mr. BldOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Sir. the amend- 
ment may not militate against any provisions of the Bill, but I submit 
it is quite unnecessary because clause 94 (/) (n) covers this. So I 
oppose the motion. 

The motion of Bahu Satyendra Nath Hoy was put and lost. 


8*15 p.m. 

Mr. NARENDRA KUMAR BASU: I heg to move that clause 
94 la* omitted. My position is this: this clause is misplaced in 
section 94. It ought to go into some other clause, preferably clause 97, 

The Hofi*bl« Mr. BldOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: I am prepared to 
accept this amendment, Sir. 

The motion of Mr. Nareiidra Kumar Basu was put and agreed to. 

Mauivi HASSAN ALI: I leg to fiicn'e that after clause 94 (2) tho 
following be added, namely : — 

“(J) All revenue derived from court-fees affixed on applications, 
etc., Hied in the municipal ofiic'e shall go to the municipal fund.**’ 

Sir, we are aware that applications are made by ratepayers to 
municipalities for reduction of their rents, etc., and for some other 
matters; to these applications court-fees have got to be affixed. T think 
the revenue derived from these court-fees should go to the municipal 
fund. 

rtm Hmehl§ Mr. BUOY PRASAD BINGH ROYt Sir, 1 rise to 
0|ipase ibis amendment. This amendment, if accepted, will affect the 
inovincial revenue, because court-fees are a source of provincial income 
aad 1 do not think it sbould be distributed to local bodias. For, if tbia 
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terenm from court^fees i« distributed (o the municipalities » then other 
local bodies, to whom such applications are made, will also claim to have 
this fund. It is a serious principle, Sir, and 1 must oppose it. 

The motion of Maulvi Hassan Ali was put and lost. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The question is that clause 94, as amended by 
the Council, stand part of the Bill. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 


Clause 95. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The question is that claiiso 95 stand part of 
the Bill. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 


Clause %. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The ({iiestion is that clunse 9(> stand part of the 
Bill. 

MUNINDRA DEB RAI MAHA8AI: 1 be? tn move that clause 
tH> (ft) be omitted. The cost of audit should not be charged on the 
muni('ipalities. It is tin* iluty of (foverniuent to (‘li(‘ck the accounts 
of niunif-ipulities and public revenue should bp utili-ned in meetiii? the 
4*xpeiuliture incurred in the discharge of this duty imposed on (lovem- 
luent by statute. 

Ths Hon’lilt Mr. BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY; I rise to oppose 
the amendment. It is certainly tlie duty of (lovcrnmeiit, but it is a 
duty which Ooveriiment take up in the interest of local bodies, and as 
a matter of fact they do not cbar?e any amlit fee at present from raunici- 
palitit's. But they do not want to lose the ri?bt of doin? so, if 
necessary. There is such a proviNitm in the present Act also. I 
am, however, prepared to ?ive this undertakin? on behalf of the 
prt'sent (lovernment, that no charge will he made so Ion? as the 
present Clovernment is in offices but it is not possible for us to bind 
future Oovernments. A?ain, if thi> power is removeel from the 
statute, then we must have to carry the matter to its logical oonclu<* 
sious. We must also decide to give up charging such audit fees in 
the case of union' biiards and district boards or other local bodies, aad 
this will t'ost (lovernment nothing less than Ils. 2,50,000 a year, I 
would accordingly ask the hou*ble members to judge for themselvea if it 
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h i>06f9>Ie for Oovemment at thig »tage to undertake a HabilHy to tliig 
extent. Bui thig much 1 can aay that the present Government will not 
cKarge any coat for audit. Hut we cannot and should not bind future 
Governmenta under a future conatitution. I think on this aaaurance 
the hon'ble member will not press his motion. 

Mr. NARENDRA KUMAR BA8U: 1 beg to support the amend- 
men! and for the reason given by the Hoii’ble Minister for his so-called 
opposition. 1 think it speaks volumes for the moderation of the pre- 
sent Government that they du n<»t want to bind their successors in any 
way. If that be so, I think the first thing that the Minister should 
have done was to provide that the life of the Bill, when passed into an 
Act, will he for the life of the present Government only. But it (here 
anything to pr<»vent a future (tovernmeiit, if it wants to impose an 
additional tax upon m(ini('ipul bodies, to bring in a short umeiiding 
Bill for that purposed Mortniver, as the present Government is not 
going to make this charge upon municipal bodies, I do not why 
this clause should remain in the statute. 

Babu SATYENDRA NATH ROY: In the pr<«sent Act, Act of J.H84, 
there is a provision by which Government can charge the cost of audit 
up<m municipalities. That was' in IH84. hut since the yeor IfKlT or 
Government has given up eharging this cost. It is 25 years now, 
and, if, for 25 years Government has not iinfH>sed this additional burden 
upon the municipalities, I think there is no reason why it sliould be 
incorporated in the present Bill, which is for the better aflmiiiistration 
of municipalities. With these words I support the amendment. 

Dr. AMULYA RATAN CHOSE: I I>eg to support the amendment 
because the municipalitiee already pay for their audit ; they have their 
own accountants and auditors to do this w’ork. But if the Government 
want to examine those accounts again, if thc^y want to audit for their 
own satisfaction, certainly Government ought to pay for that audit. 
Why should municipalities do »o? 

Tht H«n*bM Mr. BUOY PRASAD SINCH ROY: Is Government 
audit done only for Government satisfaction? 

Dr. AMULYA RATAN CHOSE: Yes, for, as far as municipalitiee 
nne ccmcemed they are satisfied. They have got their own accountaiits, 
and the rx>m mission erg who are the representatives of the ratepayers, 
they alao are satisfied. Why should Government intervene t4} audit 
these aocountsf If Govemment want to do so at all, they should do 
no at their own cost and not at the cost of the municipalities which do 
not want it. 
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Or. NAREtH CHANDRA SEN GUPTA: 1 submit that' the 

ittsistezice of (iovernineiit upon retaining ihig clause can best be 
described in words whicdi the Hon’ble Minister baa so often applied iu 
many of my amendments, extremely theoretical and metaphysical. 
They do not want to impose this charge upon the municipalities, but 
the same the (dause must be there, because of what I may call the meta*-*" 
physical argument, for the purposes of the logical completeness of tb# 
Act, on the off-chance that some future Government might possibly 
require and raise this sum. I submit that this is the reverse of all 
that is practical politics — a word of which the Hon’ble Minister is sO 
very fond. 


Mr. H. P. V. TOWNEND: 1 shall deal, if I may, first with the ^ 
argument of Dr. Naresh (diandra Sen Gupta. He says that the Minia- 
ler's argument is tlieriretical and idealistic. Sir, the position is that 
the Government of Bengal is now in a very serious financial strait and I 
do not see any reason to hope that the situation will be better for several 
years to come. Why, therefore, should we handicap future Govern^, 
ments hy denying them the use of this clause, if they think it necessary^ 
By cliurging the cost of audit they could effe<“t a great deal of economy. 
They may have to cut down expenditure: they may find it impossible 
to continue to bear the cost of municipal audits. The present Govern- 
ment have given an assurance that they will not recover the cost. But 
with a change in the form of Govemnnuit this policy may change too. 

T ntM*d hardly deal at great length with the argument of Dr. Araulya 
lluian Ghose. He says if Government want to audit the accounts of the- 
municipalities, then Government mu.st pay. That is an argument 
which, I am perfectly (Certain, the H(»use should not uct ept. It impliea 
that an audit is not a mutter of great importances but a mere form on 
which Government insi.sts for it.s own ends only. All this is very 
illogical and I am quite sure the House will not be justified in supporting' 
this amendment. 

The motion of Muuiudra Deb liai Mahasai was then put and a divi- 
sion was mlled for. 


Mr. NARENORA KUMAR BASU: May I have your ruling at this 
stage whether, if this motion is not cjsrried, motion No. 1062 will be m 
order f* 

Mr. PRESIDENTS Yes, that may be discussed. 

Mr. NARENDRA KUMAR BASU: Then, Sir, with your permis- 
sion, I would call off the' division. 


The motion was lost. 
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Dr. NARESH CHANDRA SEN CURTA; I io mov^ that 
in clau«« 96 (d), in lines I and 2, for the words “such sum as (he 
Local Government ma}* direct towanls the cost“ the words “the 

£ escribed cost” Ih* substituted and in line 2 for the wtods “towards 
the words “the prest ribed” l>e sub»tilute<l and in lines 4 to 6, 
ibe words beginniiifc with "and towards the salary” and ending with 
^Sinder this Act” be omitted. 

^ Sir, all that I want is that instead of the amount of audit fees being 
aucli sum a.H the Local (Government may dir<Kd towards the cost, it 
Ibould be prt*«cribt*d by rules, i.r., (Government should prescribe by 
ru)es the rate of fe<"s to be realised for audit when it thinks that audit 
fee# should he realisetl and every municipality would he called xiptm to 
|Miy at that rate, instea^l of (»<ivernment having to decide in each parti* 
cular case how much fees, if any. audit fee is to bo realised, should be 
realised. At present no aiolit ft^'s are realised, but when (Government 
Stakes up its mind to realise suib f»»es, it can do so by pres(Tibing 
fttles for the purpose on an tui tuilnrrm basis or saiine such thing autl let 
the fees he ac’cording to the rules prescribed by (lovernmeut. As the 
clause now stands, in eu<*h case (hivernmenl will have to puss special 
orders for the realisation of a specified sum as audit fees. 


Mr. S. M. BOSE: Sir, may I draw Dr. Sen (iupUt's attention to 
clause H)!l (./) wlm li pnoubw that the Issnil (inverniucnt may dire«'t that 
the whule «»r aii\ pnrtinn of the cont to he rmltsed. etc. So I do not 
ttunk that th unieitdruent is at all retpiiriMl here. 

Th« Hon’blf Mr. BUOY PRASAD SINCH ROY; Sir, 1 rim^ to 

oppose this amendment. The proposal ts that the w'ords "the prescribed 
cost” be substituted for the cost of audit, which is nowhere prewribed 
in this Art. 


Dr. NARESH CHANDRA SEN GUPTA: May I Explain, Kir, that 
“preacriWd” meutu prescribed by rules made by (Govern men t under 
thia AciK 


Tht Hon^ble Mr. BUOY PRASAD SINCH ROY: Sir, it has not 

been pri'si ribetl as the mover says. I do not think that this amendment 
will be accepted by tbe Konse The l>o«*al (Government can, by rules, 
certainly lay down what should be (be cost of audit, but it is nowhera 
prescribed in this Bill. 

The motion of Or, Naresb Chandra Sen Qupta wan then put and look 
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Mauivi HA88AN ALI: Sir, I beg to move that in clause 96 (d), 
jn line 2, the words “towards the cost of audit** be omitted. 

Sir, the sub-clause lays down that the municipalities should pay 
out of the municipal funds such sum as the Local Government may 
direct towards the cost of audit. But I may point out that hitherto the 
practice has been not to realise these audit fees from the municipalities 
and 1 do not find any reason why the municipalities should be made to 
pay anything towards the cost of audit. 

Rii Bahadur Dr. HARIDHAN DUTT: Sir, I rise to support this 
amciidnuiiit. I feel that audit is a system by which Government controls 
these municiiialities to a certain extent. It is a valued right to the 
GoviTiimeni and ought not to he taken away, but as Government enjoys 
this right, it should pay for enjoying this right over the municipalities. 
Most munici|>alities find that they cannot keep their acTOunts in order 
except through the intervention of Government ; so I think that the 
systiMii of audit should be maintained. At the same time, however, 
tiie poor inuiiiciiialities should not be burdened with the cost of audit 
winch HO long hud been imid by Government. That is the reason why 
I thought of proposing this motion, leaving out the words “towards the 
cost of audit” from clause (d), 1 do not find any reason why Govern- 

ment should be parti<’ulurly anxious to rt^alise this small sum from the 
different municipalities by maintaining a system by which Government 
kcKips strict control and enjoys the right of control over these munici- 
palities. 

Mauivi ABUL KA8EM: Sir, I rise to ojipose tliis amendment. The 
amendment tiunslnted into simple language would lu (Hi n that the cost of 
audit should be borne by .Government and it then means that the cost 
should be liorne by the tax-iwyers of India and drawing to its natural 
conclusjon it mwiiis that the people in the rural areas will have to pay 
for the audit fees of municipalities. That, Sir, would be unfair. The 
inunici|>iiliiy has been so long the pet child of Government and it wants 
to continue «h such; but we. Sir, stnmgly protest against this. The 
citisens of towns and cities are more wealthy and Nourishing than the 
people in the rural and agrii'ulturul areas and it will he most unfair to 
them if they have to pay for the audit fees of municipalities, which 
should be paid from munici|)al funds. 

Now, the second question is why should Government interfere with 
the municipalities by having the accounts checked by their auditors. 
The municipalities can have their own audit system, their accountants 
can do the business and there is not much difficulty almut that. Recently 
in a municipality, one gf the biggest in Bengal, the auditors found that 
after the municipal accountant had passed the accounts and the commie- 
aioners had passed the report, on closer examination it was deteetad that 
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the aoeountant in the course of six mouths miisappropriateil 
something like li». i.OOU and it must l>c said to the credit 
of the municipal commissioners that they sat over this matter for three 
months, the accountant was allowed to escape fixuii the town although 
his prosecution hud been ordereil. Sir, I refer to it on the ground tliat 
it is necessary for (iovernment to have an itule{ieiideni audit system 
in the interests of the poorer and the less iuHuentiul cilitens of muni* 
cipaliiies and it is also nc»ceHsary that the audit fees should be jmid by 
the ratepayers of munici{ialitu^ and not by the tax-payers of the rural 
areas. 

Tba Hoii’bln Mr. BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Sir, T rise to 
oppose this amendment as I did on the last mcasion. I am thankful 
to Maiilvi Abul Kanein for advancing one of the most powerful arguments 
in support of Governmeui and against this amendment, namely, why 
should the provincial exidiequer bear the cost of audit in the interests 
of the municijMility. Hai Bahadur Dr. llaridhan Dutt says that Govern- 
ment enjoys this right. Government does not enjoy this right, hut 
Government discharges its ohiigation — obligation to munii ifutlities not 
in the interests of Government itself but m the interests of the ratepayers 
of munici|mlities. That, Sir, is th(» distinctiim. I will now rrMiiiml th«» 
members of thi!< Hou.s<> that the ctist of audit may vary accor^Iing to the 
vigilance or at cording t<i the negl. genre of the iiiunicipalitieH in keeping 
t heir accounts. If they neglect this duty, the cost of audit will nutumlly 
incr€*as«'; if th** accounts are in ptnpcr order, the cost of audit may be 
only very nominal. Hut, as I «ay, Goveiniiient at pii‘H«Mit aie not pre- 
I>ared to charge the rost of audit and they will not deviate from the polii v 
which th(‘v ^a\e been following since IJI07, but Gfiverfimeiil do not 
propose to put this in the statute and mortgage the future Government, 
That is the reason why I o[»poHe this amendment. 

RMWJ dITENORALAL BANNERdCE. Sir, it seems that hoth the 
llon’ble Minister and Muulvi Ahul Kuseiii fo|got one little interesting 
fact, namely, that since jNtiT Government has been ailually defraying 
the cost of audit *v<» fur ii** the mufiiri|nit?t}eH are cotneriied 'I'he muni- 
cipalities do not want this audit. Hut it is forced up«m them; and 
since it i.s forced upon them, there seems no reus^)n why you should 
burden the municipalities with the cost theref>f. This does not mean 
that municipal accounts should go without audit. Hut the muniei. 
pnlities and Government may have different standards of value; the 
Government we know does things on a lavish scale; and if the munii i- 

t^ities were left to themselves, they might have managed it in a much 
stmpier, cheaper way. 

Then again. Sir, the point raised by Maulvi Abiil Kasem s<*ems to lie 
quit« out of place here; namely, why should rural areas be compelled 

pay for the cost of municipal audit? I Wg to |Miint out to Mr. 
'Kmmm that the municipalities do not enjoy this as a right; it is a 
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burden imposed upon them by the Government. It is the duty of the 
Government to audit the accounts of local bodies. Government 
must pay, therefore, for dis(;har^nf^ that obligation and must pay it 
from the provincial revenues to which urban areas contribute, just as 
well as niral areas. There is no question, therefore, of any clash or 
conflict of interest betw^een rural and municipal areas; and the old, 
familiar argument w'hich Maulvi Abul Kasem trotted out in stuson 
and out of season, has no application whatever to the case. 

Khan Bahadur Maulvi AZIZUL HAQUEs Sir, on a point of infor- 
nuiiion, may I iii(|uire of the Ilon’ble Minister whether audit fees are 
charged from the Calcutta Improvement Trust, the Calcutta Corporation 
and the (Vilcutta University P 


The Hon’ble Mr. BldOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Sir, I cannot 
give this informution offhand, but so fur as I know, audit fees are not 
charged from the (\ilcutta Corporation, but 1 must s«iy that it is a matter 
IfM' wtiicti men like Hai Huhadur J)r. Ilaridhan Dutt are responsible for 
the iMiHsing f»f the law under which no charge can be made from the 
CulfMitta ('(U'ptuatioii. 

The motion of Maulvi Ilasstiii Ali was tlien put and a division taken 
with the following result: — 


AYES. 


AfMl, Nawsbiad* Ktiwaja Mutiammatf, 
Kban eahaiur. 

All, Maulvi Nataan. 

•aliabb, Sal eabadur Dabandra Nath, 
■anarji, Mr. P. 

■annarjaa, Sabu Jltandralal. 

Batu. Mr. Narandra Kumar. 

Chaudhuri, Babu Kiaharl Mahan. 
Choudhury, Maulvi Nurai Abaar. 

Dutt, Kai Bahadur Or. Narldhan. 
Paiiuttah, MauM Muhammad. 

OhaN, Dr. Amulya MMBu, 

Ouha, Bahu Prafuila Kumar. 

Hakim, Maulvi Abdul. 

Mauua, Khan Bahadur Maulvi Aiiiul. 
Nauua, Kail Bmdadul. 

Haaaain, Maulvi Muhammad. 

Mittra, Babu tarat Obandra. 

Mtaktrlaa, Mr. lyamapraaad. 

Mttkbarii, flai Bahadur tatith Chandra. 
Mukhaimdhaya, Hal tahlh tarat Chandra. 


Nag, Babu tuk Lai. 

Handy, Maharaja Srit Chandra, of Katim- 
baiar. 

Poddar, Mr. Ananda Mahan. 

Ral Mahaaai, Munindra Dab. 

Ray, Babu Nagandra Narayan. 

Ray, Mr. Shanti tbakbnratwar. 

Rout, Babu Hotani. 

Ray, Babu tatyandra Nath. 

Ray, Mr. tarat Kumar. 

Ray Choudhurl, Bhbu Ham Chandra, 
iahana, tabu fatya Kinkar. 
tamad, Maulvi Abdua. 
tan, Rai Bahlb Akahay Kumar, 
fan Oupta, Dr. Nartah Chandra. 

Shah. Maulvi Abdul Hamid, 
tlngb, trijut Taj Bahadur, 
tinha. Raja Bahadur Bhupandra Narayaii, 
at Naahipur. 

tlraar, Or. Sir Nilmtan. 


NOES. 

Auatin, Mr. i. M. 

•Ahah, Maulvi Byad Majid. 

Bull Babu Lalit Kumar. 

•all Rai Bahlb Barat Chandra. 


Banarjl, Rai Bahadur KaMmh Ohandra. 
saalr uddiu, Khun BuhiB Muutvl 

•Iramyra, Mr. N. 
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sMMMhr, Mr. c. N. 

••M, Mr. i. M. 

Kham mtm$wr Maiilvi AH. 

MiMINirf, »Milvi tyvtf Ommm HMAm*. 
dMwMmnr, H«|i SMi AImmC 
omtn, Mr. O. i. 

€ < p p i ii>rr, Mftj«r.Q«iitnil W. V. 

CM ptr, Mr. C. G. 

OM, ftpi PalHUlur KMiinl Kiumt. 
rar*pii4» tiM NaiNUi K. a M., 

KlMA paMMr. 
rptMant, Mr. L. R. 

Farraatar, Mr. a, CampPalt. 

Oanpali, Raj pahapur tvsil Kaiaar. 
OitaRriat. Mr. R. N. 

HanParaan, Mr. A. O. R. 

Nappa, Mr, 4. D. v. 

Mpataifi, Maalvi Latafat. 

Kaaam, Mauivi APul. 

Kliaa, Mauivi AmiiKut-ZaaMui. 

KPaa, KRaa PaliaPur Mautvi Muanaia AH. 
KRaa. Mauivi TamituPPin. t 

Mittar, tRa Han'Ma Sir PravaaR CRuaPar. 1 


MaaMn* KRaa PiRp ppr MpRppmppP ARPpI. 
MutHaR, Mr. Mprprpp RaRpry. 

Nap» Rav a r aap p, A. 

NaMaiiiPPia, tRa NaR’Rla Mr. KRuaja. 
PRilpat, Mr. N. 0. V. 

RaRaiaa, Mauivi Afiiur. 

RaRaiaii, Mr. A. P. M. ARPurs 
Ray, PaRu AiaulyaPRaii. 

Ray, PaRu KRattar MPRaR. 

Raip, tRa Naa*Rla Mr. R. N. 

Raaa, Mr. P. 

Ray, Mr. tailaawar SiapR. 

Ray, tRa Naa^la Mr. tljay Praaap SlupR. 
Pataar, Paia PaaaS PIlMirl. 

•arhar, RaJ saRIR RaRati MaRaa. 
taa, Mr, P. R. 

•aa, Mr. Oirit ORaaPra. 
ttaptataa, Mr. N. 1. 

Thaaiat, Mr. M. P. 

TowaaaP, Mr. N. P. V. 

Tarynaai, Mr. N. 4. 

Williiatan, Mr. M. R. 

WoapRaaP, tRa Naa^ Mr. 4. A. 
WarptwortR, Mr. W. 0. 


Tilf .'is auti (lit* Norrt fhl, llir* tiKitioii wan lout. 


Mr, PRESIDENT: Thi» (lueHtion i» that clauHi* JMl Htuud part of the 
Hill. 

Th*‘ wa« put and agrriKl to. 

p,m 

fViJi/ji#’ f/7. 

PRESIDENT: Thr <pie^tioti ia tlml rlaii.ae 97 atand part of the 

Hill.* 

Tht Hoii*btt Mr. BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: With your fMip- 
ini«nion, Sir, may I movt* iny omrndment Rt thin nta^eP 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Vr«. you may. 

The Hon'Ma Mr. aiJOY PRASAD SINGH ROYs I to mov<* 
that in (dauiM* U7 (/}, liii#* T;, aft<*r th»» wordn “prov/nioim of thin Act*’ Ihc 
word#* ‘"other than the provifiioDs of this aei'tion” W inaerted. 

Thin ia merely a fortiuil amendment. 

The motion wa» put and aj^reed to. 

Mauivi HASSAN ALI: I bc^ to move that after clause 97 (/) (n ) 
the following l>e in-M»rted, namely : — 

**(#ra) (he provision of suitable accommodation and construction of 
dwellini^ hou»e« for inethara, sweepers and other coolies 
employed by the municipality.” 
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We all know that these methartf sweepers and coolies are very indis- 
pensable for a municipality, and it is but proper, therefore, that the 
construction of suitable accommodation for them should be included 
within the purposes stated in clause 97 (7) (tv). 

The Hoil’ble Mr. BldOY PRASAD 8INCH ROY: Sir, Government 
have every sympathy with the underlying principle of this amendment, 
but they consider it quite unnecessary in view of clause 97 (/) (vii) which 
provides for the construction, maintenance and improvement of offices 
and other buildings under the control of the commissioners or required 
for municipal purposes. 

That is comprehensive enough and that covers the purport of tlio 
amendment. 

The motion of Maulvi Hassan Ali was put and lost, 

Mr. ANANDA MOHAN PODOAR: I to move Uiat after clause 
97 (/) (v) the followinj^ be insert'd, namedy : — 

“(ra) the construction, e.sUiblis}iment and maintenance of town 
halls.” 

Khan Bahadur Maulvi AZIZUL HAQUE: I am afraid my friend is 
under a misupprefienHion. Tho very purpose of this Municii)al Act is 
first of all to supply tlie absolute minimum requirements necessary for 
the minitary and other improvements of a municipality, and I do not 
think my friend can point out any mufasmi municipality which is solVent 
enough to erect and maintain town halls. I think my friend should 
reconsider this amendment. 

Mr. ANANDA MOHAN PODOAR: 1 beg leave to withdraw my 
amendment. 

The motion was then, by leave of the Council, withdrawn. 

Mr. ANANDA MOHAN PODOAR: I beg to move that in clause 
91 (/) (i>), in line 2, before the word “schools” the following be inserted, 
namely : — 

“primary, secondary and technical”, 

Thf Hoil’bM Mr. BMOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: I rise to oppose 
this amendment. The words “primary, secondary and technical** are 
not necessary. 
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Mr. ANAKDA MOHAN POODAR: I be^ leave to withdraw my 
amendment. 

The motion was then, by leave of the Couneil, withdrawn. 

■ilHi KI8H0RI MOHAN CHAUDHURI: 1 to move that in 
clause 91 {/) in line 2, after the word ‘'schools*’ tlie words “and 

colleges” be inserted. My object is that there is a proposal for deprovin- 
cialisiiig s(»ine of the (olleges. In that case it uiav Iw necessary for such 
an enabling clause. I hope iny pro|iosal would l>e accepted. 

TN Hon*bi* Mr. BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: I am sorry, Sir,. 
I Imve to opjKJse this aineiidnient, be<'ause very few niunicifHilitiea, a» 
lias just been pointed out by Khan llahudiir Afimil Iliique, are in a 
solvent condition, and we should not fdiice any additional and unneces- 
sary bur<len on them. 

Or. AMULYA RATAN CHOSE: I rise to supjiort this amendment, 
and the ground for supporting the aniendnieni is this. If municipalities 
will not be aide to sup(»(»rt or maintain colleges, of cours*' it will bo 
optional to them not t^> spend money for maintaining these colleges. If 
this IS in the statute, I tin not think this will l>e binding on the munici- 
palities that they luunt maintain a college whitdi may not be very expen- 
sive. That will be for the consich'rntion of the f'fuiimissioners of the 
muiiuitHihty whether to spend the iiHUiey or imt. I do not think if this 
amendment is accepte<l, there w'dl be any hindrame in any way for tho 
niuiiu ipalities to work. 

Rfti Bahadur Or. HARIDHAN DUTY: I oppose this amendment,, 
and would like to point to my friend Dr. t those that if thijso words are 
inserted in the statute, the result wdll He llmi .some gentlemen who are 
itileres%le<l in a college w'ill insist on a |tarticular municipality spending 
money on that college; college education is outside the province of tt. 
munici|>ality and outside the duties imposetl u|hui munici|j<iliti€»s. Once 
you intnKluce the w'ord “college ” here, \ou preHuiiie that the niuiiif i- 
{laiity can spend money on colleges. Kven the premier municipality 
in Bengal, or in India, 1 mean the ( alcutta Murnri|>ality, cannot even 
subsidise any college or rnaiiitain any college. That being so, it is 
preposterous to suppo.se tbal that duty should be entrusted to small 
mufatml municifMilities. So the word “college” should not He inserted 
^ the clause, and higher education included as one of the slatuU>ry duties 
of a munieipality. 

The motion of Babn Kishori Mohan Chaudhori was then put ond 
loei. 
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Mr. W« Ct WORDSWORTH: I beg to move that in clause 97 (i) 
(id?), iu lines 2 and 3, the words “and of hostels to be used in connection 
with schools” be omitted. 

My argument has been very largely anticipated by the previous 
speakers. My experience suggests that municipalities are not likely to 
set aside any large })art of their income for schools, and it is undesixable 
that wiiatever they can squire for schools should be diminished by having 
to make provision for the residential side of the work 

4 p.in. 

It should all be spent on the schools and the teachers. There is the 
further consi deration that as u general rule boys and girls within a muni- 
cipality attending a municipal school would walk to school every day. 
But if there are hostids provided, it may be presumed that they will be 
uhcmI mainly for ( liildren loming into the municipality from an area out- 
side the mufiicipulity. That being the case, the municipal provision for 
edui^ation will be spent in part not only on the education of children 
from outside the municipal areas but partly on their accommodation. 
Therefore, I think it is desirable to exclude these words. 

The Hoit’ble Mr. BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Gov( *rnment are 
prepared to accept this. 

The motion of Mr. W. (V Wordsworth was put and agreed to. 


MftUivi HASSAN ALI: I l>eg to move that in clause 97 (!) (ri), in 
line 2, after the word “dispensaries” the words and brackets “(allopathic, 
hoinef»|>athic, ayurvedic or unani)” be inserted. 

My reason for moving this amendment is obvious. With regard to 
hospitals and dispensaries, objections are made by the Government that 
municipal commissioners are not empowered to give gmnts-in-aid to 
homeo)>atiiic, ayurvaibc or unani dispensaries. As a matU*r of fact, 
houuHipathic dispensaries are doing immense service to the public; ayur- 
vedic and unani dispensaries are likewise doing great service. I, there- 
fore, propose the addition of these words after the word “dispensariefl", 

Tht Hoii*blf Mr. BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: The details are 
quite uiiiiw'eseary. The word “dispensaries” is sufficient enough and 
Government do not, as a matter of fact, object to the establishment of 
ayurvedic or unani dispensaries. 1 do not tliink the statement made by 
the mover is quite correct. Whenever any municipality comes forward 
with any such proposal, Govemnient never object. In view of that, 
I hope, the moverVill withdraw his amendment. 
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Mr. NARENORA KUMAR BAEU: If the Hon’ble Minieter is 

under the impression that there is no iMir to homfK>paihic or ttyurvedio 
dispensarien being fiiianred out of iiiuiiiei^m] funds, I am afraid he ia 
wrong. Moreover, when any jiropomil is put before Government for any 
ai({ to these dispensaries, (loverninent say that they are unneeeaaary. 
I think the Ilon’ble Minister will juh* his way to arrept this amendment. 
I do not think he a'ill join issue with me w’-hen I say that all the words 
in this voluminous Bill are not abscdutely neeessary. If. however, he 
th nks otherwise, then ronsidering the bulk of the Bill 1 think no harm 
will 1 m* dune to its voluiue or its bulk if Government accept this small 
addition. 

Khan Bahadur MUHAMMAD ABDUL MOMIN: 1 rise to oppose 
this amendment not bmuise 1 object to the unani ami <dher forms of dis- 
pensaries being maintained or 5ubsi<bHi*d by municipalities, but because 
if you put in luiy of then** ami exclmle others, it will have the effeid of 
exrluding in future many others, bioehemic or ultra-violet rny 

or liydropathir d’sjien.saries. Gme you begin to name the dispensaries 
v})ich the municipality will have power to sulisidise, I do not know 
wliere we shall stand. Generally the word ‘^hospitals” includes every- 
Itiing. 

Rai Bahadur KE8HAB CHANDRA BANERdI: I rise to support 
the atnendment In the Village Self-Government Act pr»)vision has l>eeii 
made for giving grarits-in-aitl to uyiirved c, unaui and honieo|»athic dis- 
jicnsaries hy the union boards and for the e.stablishmeii( of such 
d»‘'t>eiisaries l>y the union lumrds out of their own funds. The munici- 
palitu*s uie more jiiogressive ami liiiviag been in operation for the Inst 
r»tt years, there in no reason why this umeiidmenl should not be accepted 
--on amendment winch fuily h‘galiHeH payment out of municipal funds 
for tlie improvement and expansum of othej forins of tKsitnietit . The 
alloputliic system of treatment being more costly than the oilier systems 
referred to ab<»ve, it Iks omen (dien ditlicnlt for the pcsir to take advantage 
of it. \Vh le obviating tins didi< uhy and conforming to the well-known 
saying “The gf<Mit»sl good io the greatest number*’, the proposal is 
calculated to give an impetus to the indigenous synteinsof inedii iiie which 
are urgentl\ railed for at the prc‘seiit moment. 

MUNINDRA DEB RAI MAHABAI; i beg to support it. The 
word.s “dispensaries” must include all sorts of dispensaries. 

The motion of Maulvi Ifassan All was then put and lost. 

Dr. NAREtH CHANDRA BEN CURTA: I beg to move that in 
elatise 97 (/) fTi), in lines 2 and -1, after the words “leper asylums” the 
words “orphanages, rescue houses, refuge, maternity houses, child 
welfare centres’* be inserted. 
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TN Hon’llto Mr. BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: May I rise at this 
stage and say tliat Government are prepared to accept this, but the word 
“refuge” should he dropped out? 

Khan Bahadur Mauivi AZIZUL HAQUE: Is there any other insti- 
tution left out? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Dr. Sen Gupta, do you accept this alteration? 

Dr. NARESH CHANDRA SEN GUPTA: Yes, Sir, I agree. 

The following amended motion was then put and agreed to: — 

“That in clause 97 (/) (.n), in lines 2 and 3, after the words ‘leper 
asylums’ the words ‘orphanages, rescue houses, maternity houses, child 
welfare centres’ be inserted.*’ 

Dr. NARESH CHANDRA SEN GUPTA: I beg to move that to 
clause 97 (/) {xiv) the words “among men and animals” be added. 

Mauivi 8YED MAillD BAKSH: Docs the word “animals” include 
wild animulH us well as domestic animals? 

Tha Hon'bla Mr. BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: I rise to oppose 
this amendment. It is not necessary because the clause cf)vcrH dangerous 
diseases amongst men and animals. 1 do not think the amendment 
improves in any way tlie woiding of the sec tion, because it cannot be 
made exhaustive. It is comprehensive enough as it is. I hope the 
mover will see his way to w'ithdraw his amendment. The wording in 
section 97 (7) {jriv) rovers dangerous diseases for animals. 

Khtn Bahadur Mauivi AZIZUL HAQUE: My contention is that 
section 97 (/) shows that animals .should l>e excluded. 

The motion of Dr. Naresh Chandra Sen Gupta was put and lost. 

MUNI NORA DEB RAI MAHASAI: I heg to move that to clause 
{♦7 (/) (.rn) the following be addeil, namely: — 

“either wholly or by means of grant-in-aid.” 

Tha HoiPblf Mr. BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: It is quite un^ 
necesvsary ; so 1 op[K)se it formally. 

The motion wa« put and lo.st. 

MUNI NORA DEB RAI MAHASAI: 1 beg to move that to ckuao 
97 (i) (*rjpi) the words “either wholly or by means of granta-in^aid” bo 
added. 
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Dr. NARESH CHANDRA SEN CUPTA: I do not understand what 
the Hon’ble Minister means by saying that this is quite unnecessary. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: What do you moan? Are you referring to any 
remarks which the Jlon'blo Minister might have made while dealing 
with an amendment whirh has alieady been disposed of? The Hoirble 
Minister has not yet said anything with reference to the amendment now 
before the House. If it is your intention to make a speech on the present 
amendment, you should not refer to anything that has gone before it. 

Dr. NARESH CHANDRA SEN GUPTA: It cannot be said that 
grants-in-uid are unnecessary. If they were unnetossary, the drufUmen 
of this Hill Wduld not have retained this clau.Hc in other places. The 
cronstruction of <ither propo-wils <l<>es not mean the power to make a gmnt- 
in<aid to milk depots or dairy farms starte<l by others. I iliink it is wholly 
necessary 

Mr. H. P. V. TOWNEND: 1 op|ios4^ the amendment. If a dairy 
farm is not a municipal dairy farm, it will be a private dairy farm. 
There is no reason why o municipality should give grants to a dairy 
farm established by private persons. I do not see any reoson whatever 
for the inclusion of these words. 

The motion of Munindra Deb Ilai Mahasai was Uien put and lost. 

Mauivi TAMIZUDOIN KHAN: 1 beg to move that in clause 97 
(/) (sxnt), >n line d, liefore the word “frw*” the word “public” be 
inserted. 

My intention is quite clear. Private libraries may also be temjiomrily 
free, but it is desirable that the libraries must be public before they 
would be entitletl to u munii i)>al grant. 

Rai Bahaiiur Or. HARIDHAN DUTT: I rise to give my support to 
this amendment. Fn>in my experience 1 can soy that 

TfHl Hon’IMt Mr. BMOY PR ACAD tINCH ROY: It would {lerhaps 
save the time of the Council if I say at this stage that I am prepared to 
accept the amendment. 

The motion of Maulvi Tamisuddin Khan was then put and agreed to. 


4-15 p.m. 

RM BaiMter BATIBH CHANDRA MUKHBRdlt I beg to move 
in clause 9 ^ ( 1 ) in line 3, the word *'free'* be omitted. 
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Sir, my point is this : that the Select Committee has introduced the 
words '^and assistance to*' free libraries. At the present moment under 
the old Act libraries which levy subscriptions also receive some assist- 
ance in the shape of grants from the municipalities; but the point to 
which I am stacking to draw the attention of the Hon'ble Minister is 
that the introduction of these words *'and assistance to" means the 
withdrawal of the grant to public libraries which levy certain 
subscriptions 

Tht Hofl’Me Mr. BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Sir, 1 am 
prepared to accept the amendment. 

The motion of Rai Bahadur Satish Chandra Miikherji was put and 
agreed to. 

Matlivi SYED MAdID BAKSHi Sir, the principle has already been 
accepted. I simply want a verbal alteration. Instead of "public 
libraries and museums" I want to put in "libraries and museums under 
public inanogement". 

Mr. PRESIDENT. You bad better move your amendment first. 

Mauivi SYED MAdID BAKSH: I move that to clause 97 (/) 
(^jriid) the words "under public management" be added. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I am sorry your amendment fails as it is covered 
by the previous amendment whivh has already been accepted by the 
House. 

The follow ing motion was movwi by Munindra Deb Hai Mabasai and 
was, by leave of the (Council, withdraw n ; — 

"That to clause 97 (7) (xjriii) tlm following be added, namely: — 
‘either wholly or by means of grant.s-in-aid'." 

MUNINDRA DiB RAI MAHASAI: 1 beg to move that in clause 
97 (I) (xjM?) after the word "industrial" the words "sanitary and health 
and art" bo inserted. 

Sir, I submitted this amendment at the re<iuest of some commis- 
sioners of municipalities in my constituency. Tlie holding of sanit 4 iry, 
health and art exhibitions have grt*at educative value, but for want of 
suitable provision in the Act, the municipalities are not in a positkm 
to give them any help whatsoever even if they tan afford to do so. 
Nobotly can deny the beneficial character of such exhibitions, and the 
money spent on them m not spent in vain and should not l>e considered 
M wastage of municipal funds. In the circumstances, I hope the 
Hon'ble Minister will be pleased to accept this simple amendment. 
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Ttm Htn^M Mr. BUOY PRASAD SINDH ROYs Six, 1 firopoae 
to ftcoefit amendment No. 1122 and I object to Rai Bfabaaai’s amend- 
omnt. I object to his introducing? “art’* in this clauae. I do not think 
the municipalities can afford to spend money on “art” exhibitions. 

The following amended motion was then put and agreed to: — 

“That in clause 97 (J) after the w’ord 'industrial' the words 

'sanitary and health' lie inserted.” 


Df. AMULYA RATAN CHOSE : I beg to move that clause 97 (/) 
(jijpm) be omittetl. 

I beg to say that the taking of a census is the concern of Govern- 
ment. The cost of carrying out a census within municipal areas is 
always borne by Government. Therefore, I have proposed that this 
provision be omitted from the clause, as this is not a proper charge for 
the municipalities to bear. 


Tha Hon’bla Mr. BldOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Sir, may I suggest 
to the mover that if he agrees to add the words “for the purposes of the 
munii ipabt> ' to the (dau.se, I am pre^iared to ai'cept it, because a 
municipality may re<juire a census for its own purpose P 


Mr. PRESIDENT: Hut the motum is for the omission of tha 
cdause. 


The Hofi’liM Mr. BldOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: If the mover 
will withdraw his amendment, then I can move this os a new amendment. 

The motion of Dr. Amulyu Ilatan Ghose wtis then, by leave of the 
Council, withdrawn. 


TIm Hon’Sla Mr. BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: I beg to move 
that in clause 97 (/) (jxn) after the word “census” the words “for 
the purpo«»es of the municipality” lie added. 


Khan BalMMlur Maulvi AZIZUL HAQUE: Sir, 1 wdsh the Hon’ble 
Minister had given us a little more light on this mailer. At present 
oensus work is done by Government and muritcipalities have to incur 
certain expenditure and employ some staff for the purpcsie. It is not 
for the purposes of the municipality that a census is taken, and if these 
words are added, the municipalities might refuse to give any help when 
a general census is taken. 
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Mta SATYENDRA NATH ROY: Under the Ceneue Act «||l 

liM been passed by the Government of India there is a provisioa.tliat 
Government may levy the cost of a census within a municipality frcpii 
the municipality, and during the last census this was done and I do ndt 
really know if this provision is necessary, because the Act passed by the 
Government of India already provides for this. 

Mfi Hi Pi Vi TOWN END • Sir, this provision in the Bill does not 
refer to the general census at all. It is inserted because it may be 
convenient for a municipality to be able to ascertain the position at the 
moment. For example, it is sometimes necessary to rearrange the 
different wards in a municipality. The people of a particular ward may 
say that th(\v are entitled to more representation on the population basis, 
while others may contest that claim. The real and only way by which 
this question could be decided would be to call for a local census for the 
purpose. That is the real object of this amendment. 

Khtii BiNdur Mautvi AZIZUL HAQUE; Is any census other than 
that under the Census Act legal? How can a municipality hold a 
census of its own? 

The HOfl’hle Mr. BI40Y PRASAD SINGH ROY: Government can 
frame rules under this Act. 

The motion of the Ilon’ble Mr. Bijoy Prasad Singli Roy was then 
put and agreed to. 

Bahu KISHORI MOHAN CHAUDHURI: Before I move the 
amendment standing in iny name, may I with your permission add the 
words “for the benefit of the municipal employees” at the end of the 
amendment F 

Mr. PRESIDENT • Y(\s, you liave my permission to do so. 

B«bu KISHORI MOHAN CHAUDHURI: I beg to move that in 
clause 97 (/) in line 3, after the words ‘^natural calamity” 

the following be added, namely: — 

”and for the purpose of trading in food-stuffs, fuel, cloth 
aud other similar necessaries of life on a co-operative basis 
for the benefit of the municipal employees.” 

I submit, Sir, that occasions do arise when people find great difficulty 
in getting pure food-stuffs and other necessaries of life, and in such 
oases of emergency the municipalities should be in a position to trade in 
such commodities. But in order that this may not affect the munici* 
palities adversely, I have proposed the addition of the words ”for the 
benefft of the municipal employees”. 



GOVERNMENT BILL. 


ns 


4m J 



^ Rai Baluiciur Dr. HARIDHAN OUTT: I rise to give my support to 
lliis amendment. I eunnot make out why the words w'hirh were in the 
original < lause have been struck out hy the Select Coniaiitfee. In the 
original clause there were these \\(»rds: *‘and with the previous sanction 
of the I>ocal (Government and subject to siich conditions and restric- 
tions as tiie Local (rovernment may impose, for the purpose of trading 
in f(X)d-stuft's, fuel, (doth and other similar necessaries of life, in (‘uses 
of emergency.*’ I fiiul that these words have been deleted hy the 
{Select (V»inniit(ee. Hahu Kishori Mohan f'haudhuri w'uiits to re-insert 
this provision in a nmdified form and I personally think that this ought 
to l»e d<»iie. Such an einergency arose after the War in the city of 
Calcutta. I am not in favour of — indeed I <d>ject to—a municipality 
trading in food-stufts and other necessaries fif life. But that would he 
under ordinary circumstance.'*. There may, however, he cerinin 
occasions when a departure from the accepted policy may he necessary. 
T may remiml my friend, the Hon'hle Minister, that after the War there 
w^as so much difticulty in getting coal, kerosene oil, cloth, etc., in 
Calcutta that, althougli the Cah xitta Municipal Act did not provide for 
municipal tifuling, yet the then authorities had to stretch the law* to 
some extent and provide for the sale of food-stnffs in the municipal 
marke ts. *rhe inunn ipalit\ of (’ah iitta afti*r a lot of deliherafion opened 
shops to sell thes»* *ii tides at a reasoiuthle price to the ratepayers of 
Calcutta. The idea was to ( hei k tlie m tivifies of a certain class of 
pis>ple who wanted t«» takt‘ advantage of the situation and extort money 
from the ntizens A .similar situatirui may arise in the imtfa^nal 
niuni< ipalit ies lat;*r on and we should pn»vi«le for that contingency. 
We iuighf to have an eye to futurity, so that if sm h cases arise, 
iiiuiiieifnilitit'H may imt he deprived of the right of tnaking 
co-operative arrung'eiiM'nts for the sale of articles of necessity. 
Accordingly , Sir, I hope the Ifmi’hle Minister will kiioliy consider 
W'helher it is desiiahh* <»r not to arcept the aiiiendtnent of Hahu Kishori 
Mohan ('hatidhun. 


The Hon^blt Mr. BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: As it will appear 
from the report <ff the Select (,’oiiiniittee, the Select ('ominittce went into 
the question very tairefullv and then dropped it out. They considered 
that it would l>e a dangerous jtrinciple to allow* municipalities 

to trade in tli€»se things. My friend. Uni Bahadur Dr. llaridhan Dutt, 
had always got the Cnh'utta CoriK»ration in his head. But I would like 
to remind him of the difference between the Calcutta Corporation and 
the mufoiMitl .municipalities of Bengal, ('alcutta hem got enormoua 
ieeouit!c« and ran bear lose, if there is any losi, bat ia cate of mufanal 
jnoaicijialitiea aueh trading may bring disaster and might lead to the 
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complete collapee of the local botliee, and that is the reason, Sir, which 
prevailed with the meml)ers of the Select Committee in dropping the 
matter. So, I do not think I can accept the amendment. 

The motion of Halm Kishori Mohan Chaudhuri was then put and 
lost. 

[At 4-‘ir) p.m. the Council was adjourned and it reassembled at 
4-hO p.m.J 


Babu SATYENDRA NATH ROY: I beg to move that for clause 
97 (/) the following be substituted, namely:— 

**(xjLr) the payment of cost for the disposal of unclaimed corpsea " 
and the burial or cremation of paupers either direct or b^ 
contribution to charitable institutions engaged in assisting 
the disposal of such corpses and dead bodies.” 

The sub-clause, us it stands at present, n*n<ls — 

“the payment of contributions t«> (haritable institutions 
witliin the municipality for assisting in the disposal of 
unclaimed corpses and the burial or crtMuation of paupers.’^ 

So practic’ully I am introducing the words “either direct or by 
contribution”, 1 think the Iloirble Minister will see that there is a 
lacuna and will accept it. 


Tbt HOfl*bl« Mr. BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: I am prepared 
to aciept the auiendmeiit, subject to certain drafting changes aa 
follows : — 


“the disposal of unclaimed corpses and the burial or crema- 
tion of paupers, and the payment of contributions to 
charitable institutions for assisting in such disposal, burial 
or cremation.'* 

It would l>e lietter if I move it as a substantive amendment, Sir. 

Mr. PRESIDBNTt All right. 

Mm SATYENDRA NATH ROY: I am prepared to accept this 
ame&dme&t. 
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Th« following motion of tho Han*blo Mr. Bijoy PraAaii Singh Roy 
wa» then put and agreed to: — 

**Tbat for clause 97 (/) (-rjrtj*) the following lie »iuhiiliiuted» 
namely — 

^isdrix) the diniHUMil of unrlaitned rorpnea and the burial or crema* 
tion of pauperfi, mid the jmyment of rontrihutiona to rhari- 
tahle in^titutionH for loiHiHting in joirh ilinpo^^al, burial or 
rrenittlion/ ” 

The nM»tion of Ihihu Satyendra Nath Roy failtnl. 


» . Thn Hon*bla Mr. BUOY PRASAD SINCH ROY: 1 beg to move 
4hat eluuHe Jl7 {h {jrj-xtr} be omitted. 


! Mr. NARENORA KUMAR BASU. The Hoirble Miiiiiiter ban not 

l»een pb'a'^ed to give u.h anx reanon xx by thiM elau«e inserted by the 
Select (’iuiiiiutlee .ihouhl be omitted. I should haxe thought that he 
would haxe the M»uite.-<y toxvardn the Selert ( 'oiniiiitfee to mhv why thia 
clauM* iiiherted b\ them hhould be oiinttiMl. My i^ulmiiaaion in ihiit the 
purpimej* of tlie rlause are (juite proper- the payment of c ontribuliona 
to bon4i fkiU huinanitariiin organinationH. I do not aee why (Govern- 
ment after aceepting amendment No. 1(»79 which enuiueruled «o many 
of the»*e purjH»M*H hhouhl neek to mnii thi** claioie whic h merely Hupple- 
nientfc that one. I oppo?*<* the aimmdiiient. 


Mr. H. P. V. TOWNENO: On behalf of the Ilon'ble M mooter, I 
heg to H‘pl> to Mr. llaHU. The rea«om xxhy ongiiitilly it wh*» projHiJOHl 
to omit thm ( lau**e xxai that ittc phruHeolcigx ij» very wide and it waa 
likelx to be ubu*«ed. There !•* noxx another reaM»n whic h 1 am going to 
state and it thi^: that to «ub-cluu**e fort ho many ndditions have been 
made that 1 do not think Mr Hanu could cpiote any human iturian 
inslitutioiiH deserving of support w hie h liave not already lieeii iricltideil 
under this clause. 

Mr. NAREMORA KUMAR BASU: What about the After-care 

Association 5" 


Mr* H. P. V. TOWNEMDx Mr. Raeu has met my challenge aucceni#* 
fully, but tionelheleas I think it may lx* said that the Bill goes quite far 
etiemgh in the direction Mr. Baau is advocating. 
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The motion of the Hon’ble Mr. Bijoy Prasad Singh Roy was then 
put and a division taken with the following result 

AVE8. 


mrmttfng, Mr. W. L. 

•at, labu Lafil Kumar. 

•al, Rai tahib Sarat Ohatuira. 

•atir Uitdin, Khan tahib Mauivi 
Mahammad. 

«trkmyra, Mr. H. 

•tandy, Mr. E. N. 

Cbaudhuri, Khan Bahadur Mautvi HaBtur 
Rahman. 

‘Chaudhuri, Mauivi tyed Osman Haidar. 
Ohawdhury, Haji Badi Ahmad. 

Cahan, Mr. D. 4. 

Cappingar. Majar-Canaral W. V. 

Paroqui, tha Hanbla Nawab K. 0. M., 
Khan Bahadur. 

Paaroui, Mr. L. R. 

Porrattar, Mr. J. Campbell. 

Oangali, Rai Bahadur tuiil Kumar. 
Chuxnavi, tha Hon'bla AlhadJ Sir Abdal* 
kenm. 

Oilahrlit. Mr. R. N. 

Ouha, Mr. P. N. 

Handaraan, Mr. A. 0. R. 

Nadaa, Mr. 4. U. V. 

Haaain, Nawab Muaharruf, Khan Bahadur. 
Haaaain, Maulai Muhammad. 

Nuitain. Mauivi Latafat. 

Kaaam, Mautvi Abul. 

Khan, Mauivi Amin-ux*Zaman. 

Khan, Mr. Raxaur Rahman. 

Law, Mr. Surendra Nath. 


Laaaon, Mr. 0. W. 

Maguire, Mr. L. T. 

MaCittffcia, Mr. E. T. 

Mittar, tha Han'Ma Bir Pravaah Chundar* 
Muiliak, Mr. Mukunda Bahary. 

Nag, Reverend B. A. 

Naximuddin, tha Hon'bla Mr. Khwaja. 
Petra, Mr. B. F. 

Philpot, Mr. H. C. V. 

Rahman, Mauivi Axixur. 

Rahman, Mr. A. F. M. Abdur*. 

Ray Chowdhury, Mr. K. C. 

Reid, tha Han'bia Mr. R. N. 

Raee, Mr. 4. 

Ray, Mr. taileiwar Singh. 

Ray, Mr. Sarat Kumar. 

Ray, the Han’bla Mr. Bijay Praaad Singh. 
Saadatullah, Mauivi Muhammad, 
larkar. Bake Baaed BIbari. 

Sarkar, Rai tahib Rabati Mohan. 

San, Mr. B. R. 

San, Mr. Oiriah Chandra. 

Solaiman, Mauivi Muhammad. 

Themaa, Mr. M. P. 

Thampton, Mr. W. H. 

Tawnand, Mr. H. P. V. 

Twynam, Mr. H. 4. 

Wilkinian, Mr. H. R. 

Waadhaad, the Hen'hle Mr. 4. A. 
Wardiwarth, Mr. W. C. 


NOES. 


Afxal, Newabxade Khwaja Muhammad, 
Khan Bahadur. 

All. Mauivi Naiaan. 

Bakah, Mauivi Syed Majid. 

Baiiabh, Rai Bahadur Oebendra Nath, 
•anerji, Mr. P. 

Bannerjaa, Babu Jitendraial. 

Barma, Rai Sahib Panehanan. 

Batu, Babu daiindra Nath. 

Batu, Mr. Narendra Kumar. 

•aea, Mr. S. M. 

Ohaudhitrl. Babu Kiahari Mahan. 
Uhaudhuri, Khan Bahadur Mauivi AM* 
mataaman. 

Ohaiidhury, Mautvi Nurai Ahear. 
Ohaerdhury, Mauivi Ahdul Ohanl. 

Mae, Rai Bahadur Kamini Kumar. 

Oat, Rai Bahadur Satyandra Kumar* 
Patlutlah, Mautvi Muhammad. 

Ohaea, Or. Amutya Ratan. 

Ouha, Babu Prafulia Kumar. 

Oupta, Mr. 4, N. 

Hakim, Mauivi AbduL 

Waqua, Khan Bahadur Mauivi Atitul. 

Naqua, Kati imdadut. 

Khan, Khan Bahadur Mautvi Muanarn AH. 


Khan, Mauivi Tamixuddin. 

Maiti, Mr. R. 

Mittra, Bahu Sarat Chandra. 

Momin. Khan Bahadur Muhammad Ahdul. 
MiiKherji. Rai Bahadur Saitth Chandra. 
Mukhopatfhaya, Rai Sahih Sarat Chandra. 
Nag, Batu Suk Lai. 

Peddar, Mr. Ananda Mahan. 

P^ddar, Seth Hunuman Pratad. 

Raikat, Mr. Praeanna Deb. 

Rai Mahasai, Munindra Dab. 

Ray, Babu Amulyadhan. 

Ray, Babu Khattar Mahan. 

Ray, Babu Natandra Narayan. 

Ray, Kumar Shib Shakharaeerar. 

Ray, Mr. Shanti Bhakharaewar. 

Rout, Babu Hoteni. 
nay, tabu Haribanta. 

Ray, Babu Satyendra Nath. 

Rty Chaudhuri, Bahu Ham Chandra. 
Samad, Mautvi Ahdue. 

San, Rai Sahih Akehay Kumar. 

San Oupta, Dr. Narath Chan dr a . 

Shah, Mauivi Abdul Hamid. 

Singh, grijut Ta| Bahadur. 

Sirear, Or. Sir Nilratan. 


Tlio Ayps hein^ 67 and the X«e» the nmtion wa» carried. 
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CofniiHifMil cmnL 

Maillvi ABUL KA8EM: Sir, 1 pn*' noti( 4 » nud anked for your pcrmm- 
to move an adjouriiitietit of thia llout«e to c*on»ider a of 

public importanre, namoly, that the roimnumil awur<] ia uunatiafactory 
to MuAsaliiiaii^ in Beug^al. I have reoeiveil no orders frt>m y"«u us yet.. 

Mr« PRESIDENT: I may ttdl Maulvi Ahul Kasetti that 1 have 
diaaliowcni his mention. I better rt»ad out the motion to the House so 
that members may follow my line of arffument. It runs thus — 

*^That the business of the House be adjourned for the purpose of 
disf^ussinjf a definite matter of urjrent publie im]H>rtariee» namely, that 
the Premier’s award is unfair to Mussalmaus of Bengal.** 

Now I better r€»ad out to the House the relevant sections of our Manual 
on which 1 ba^ed my decision. Pule 80 (») contains these words — 

‘*Not more than one such motion shall be made at the same sitting.** 
Having alrea«lv adiiiitfcd Mr. N. K. IlaHu's motit)n for adjournment f»u 
the same subjis t I must h«dd that Maulvi KaHcm’s motion rannot bo 
discussed at this sitting. It may be argued that if his inothm cannot 
be taken up at the same sitting, it may be taken up on some (»llier day; 
but, I am sorry that rule H<) iin) «loes not permit that. It contains theiw 
words — 

“'J'he motion must not revive dis< ussion on a matter whi('h has heeii 
disi ussed in ^lo* same sesMon.” 

You will admit that Mr. Kasein’s motion innnot ruily he discussed at 
thi.s sitting hut also not in this session. It is unthinkable that if hi« 
motion is taken uf*. it will not revivf‘ the flisf iissioii uhi»h we will havi^ 
ou Mr. Basu’s motion. 

Then, again, rule 80 (ir) contains these words — 

**The motom must n<»t anticipate a matter which has heen prevituisly 
ap}Mjinted for cousi<leratiou,” 

Mr. R asem’s motion offends against this rule us well, as Mr. Jlasu'n 
motion has alr*‘ad\ heen appointed for < oiisideratiun. 

So, I was compelled to disalbiw' Mr. Kiisi»ih*h motimi ; hut, I may 
tell the Moslem meuihers of this House that they will have an ampio 
opportunity tf» speak cui the >ther nutfion from their standpoint of \jeu\ 

I now call UfH»n Mr, X, K. Basu to move his motifui for adjournment. 

BtlNl JITENORALAL BANNERdEE: Sir. in addition to thm 
cogent reason, may I not draw’ yu«r attention to tin* form of the mot ion » 
namely, that it does not raise a matter of pubii<* irnfMirtaiice, but ii 
enpreiiaea the opinion that the Prime Minister's award m injurious? 
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Hr, PRESIDENT: I did not disallow the motion on that ground, 
to aay the leant of it. 


Mr. NARENDRA KUMAR BASU: Sir, I beg to move a motion 
for the adjournment of the buftinenH of tlie Council for the purpose oi 
discussing a definite matter of urgent public importance, rir., the 
comiuunai award as published simultaneously in England and India so 
far as it affects lien gal. 

Sir, in rising to speak on this motion, you will pardon me for saying 
so, it is difhcult to speak about this award in those terms of moderation 
and restraint wliich are proper for speeche.s in this Council. It is trite 
knowledge to twery member of tliis House that separate representation 
has been condemned by all and sundry since — why since — even before 
its inception in this country. In 1919, when tlie Montagu-Chelmsford 
Uepoft was published, I need hardly remiiui the members of this House, 
in what language they denounced separate electorates. Their grounds 
will he found colleetod in the Simon Heport. They said that separate 
eloi torates are opposed to the teaching of history ; they perpetuate class 
division; they stereotype existing relations and they constitute ‘‘a very 
serious hindruiue to the development of Helf-go\(‘rning principles.” In 
spite <if these «)pinioiis, they found themselves forced, that is what they 
thotight, compi'lled hy the force of circumstances, to recommend 
separate electorates for the time ht*ing. The Simon Commission also 
condemneil separate representation in no uncertain terms. Tl»en, Sir, 
w'li(*n the matter was discusseil in Huiliament in 1931 , after the first 
Hound Table Coiifcrefoe, at a time when Carliaiiicnt %vas not so National 
in ( haructer— w hen the (.’uhinet was oi a Labour (Jovernmeut — 
Mr. Hamsay Macdonald, who was even then the I’remier, said — I will 
read a few* passages from Hunsanrs UejM>rt of the 2(»th January, 1931 — 
this Is what Mr. Hamsay Mu('d(»naid said — I will nt>t tire the patience of 
the House hy reading long extracts — 1 will read two or three sentences; 
explaining about communal eli'itorates. Mr. Hamsay Macdonald said: 
"‘that means that if every <’oiistituen<‘y is to he earmarked to a com- 
munity or interest, there is no room left for the growth of what we 
consider to he purely politieul organisations but which would com- 
prehend all eominunities, all classes, all creeils and conditions of birth.” 
Then, a few sentences later, talking about Hindus and Muhammadans 
in the I’uujah and IWngal, this is what he said: “The Muharamadani 
are poor and are not qualified to the same extent as the Hindus.” 

Then Mr. Fimt intervened and said: “There are more children.” 
Mr. Hamsay MaHnnald said: “Yes, but we do not enfranchise 
children.” But there it is, and the claim there is that the representation 
in the provincial legislatures should not be the representation as shown 
hy the register, but the representation as shown by the population— 



CXIMMUflAJU AWAKU. 




liV 


5-15 p.xn. 

‘‘Then the question of comes in» and so on ; and it is very 

difficult to convince these %’erv dear and deli^rhtful juwjple that if you 
give one community weiffhta^e, you cannot create the weightage out of 
nothing, but have to take it fmm sonieUidy else. When they discover 
that, they bei'ome very txinfuseil indeed, and hitd that they are up 
against a brick wall. Here, again, I am pn>foundly convinced that an 
agreement can t>e made which a'ill be satisfactory to all sides.*’ 

Sir, this was Mr. Ramsay Alucdoiiald, the head of the lailnmr Govern- 
ment in tlaniiary, HliU, and now in August, the head of the 

|Cational Government comes out with a hat he calls the cHmimuiiul 
aaard. Sir. it is communal in no uncertain terms, but it is certainly 
not an award. S(» far as I know, the meaning t>f the word “award” is 
a delusion after exuininution or a judicial sentence. At least, that is 
the meaning given to the word “award” in the Oxford Dictionary, I 
do not know. Sir, that this senteme passed upon the Hindus of Hengal 
is a judicial Ncntence. It is a sentence of banishment, it is a setitence 
of expatriation from the legislature; this sentence says that we are not 
waiite«l in the legislature of Heiigal. 1 do not think it can he said by 
anylMKly that it is a judirial sentence; it is coniimittil m> doubt, » om- 
munal in more senses than one; hut it is not an award. Sir, you have 
already heard that in Parliament Mr. Ramsay Macdonald in January, 
19dl, said that population is not the only basis f<»r a seat in legislature. 
Sir. the Auxiliary ('ominittei* of the Simon (’ommiltee in their report 
used this language which I am going to pluc«* before the House — 


“In every country where there is representative gi»vernment, educa- 
tion should he given such us to pnaluce a popular electorate (apable 
of exercising intelligently the primary function of citizenship: they 
ftbould be able to idioo^e their representative'll with knowledge ami 
intelligence.” 

The percentage of literacy in the country and the fM*rceiitage of adults 
in the country in proportion to the total f>opulution being what they 
are, I submit, Sir. that the principle of allocating seats according to 
the total population is wholly wrong. Sir, 1 may say that only yester- 
day I found a striking confirmation of this pfdnt of view from a man 
well-known in India who is now one of the memWrs of the British 
House of Commons, a ineml>er of the Tory' party. Sir John Wardlaw 
Milne. In the Emfnre Rrvtetr of August, I9d2. just hi band, he states 
that “to such persons who may W des4t'ril)ed p<ditically as old-fashioned 
Liberals, democracy means the rule of the majority merely measured in 
aumbeni, and there are many who cannot understand even yet that such 
a type of government is entirely foreign to the instincts and traditions 
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of India and impoiwible in a continent of people of warring ideals^ 
hopeleiwly divergent and actively opposed in religious Tiews, with a 
long history of internal internecine strife.” 

However that may he, Sir, as tar as one can judge from the statement 
of the Premier attached to this aw'ard, there are tw'o principles followed. 
The principle of population and the principle of political importance. 

1 am sorry to say that to any person »’ho has read the award carefully^ 
it will he apparent that Ixith these principles have been taken into 
ucr-ount one after the other in f>rder to deprive the Hindus of a fair and 
legitimate share of seats in the Legislative Council of Bengal. Firstly, 
you know, Sir, that the Hindus form 43 [>er cent, of the population of 
Bengal and “the others” who are included in the general constituency, 
namely, Hie .lews, Jhirsees, Buddhists and others, they form I G per cent.’ 
W hile to the Mosleiiis who form 00 per cent, of the population 48*4 of the 
seats are given, to this 44 G per cent, of tlie rest, only 32 per cent, is 
alhauted. So far as the {lopulation basis is concerned, that is only 
taken iiit(i aeeouiit when the majoritv population of the provinee is 
consi(l(‘rc(l. Fnlike other provinces and other parts, it is the majority 
population that is given some safeguard in Bengal and 48*4 per cent, of 
the seats is given to the 0.0 per cent, of the [xijmlatioii. You have just 
heard, Sir, from my friend Mr. .\hul Kasein that tlie Muhammarlans 
are not satisfied with the awaid. If the population basis were sidely 
taken intt> account, certainly they oug’ht to have 00 per cent, of the 
seats for their 00 per cent, population. But I wruild ask him to 
leinemher that if they ask for 00 per cent, seats for themselves fui the 
population basis, the\ ought not to grudge us, Hindus. 44 () per cent, of 
file s«*atM s(i far as (oir ciunmunitv is lomenn'd. 'Flius, Sir. the 
|M»pulati<m proposition is trotted out lor th(‘ sake of tin* Muhammaclans 
of the provinee. F<»r the others, the Kuropeans, they ftirm •! per lent. 
of the population; there of course the population pen entage will not 
work, and recourse has been had to the other principle, namely, political 
importance. ICveiy one in Bengal, every one else, the Kuropeans, the 
Anglo-Indians, the Indian ('hristians, even (oinmeree, tlie University, 
they all have some political inijM)rtaru*e, Imt the Hindus must he 
relegated to the biAokground, till every other ( lass or sect or creed hue 
been satisfied, and, therefore, on the ground of jM»litical imjmrtance the 
F.uncjieans who are *1 per cent, of th» p(»pulation are given 10 per cent, 
of the seats. The Anglo-Indians who are *05 are given 1 -G per cent., 
the Indian ('hristians who are -25 of the population are given :8 per 
cent, of the seats. Sir, I would nsk the House to remember that thie 
“dear, delightful gentleman,” the I’rime Minister, while making hi* 
aw'urd, I am quoting his own words, is anxious to give separate corn* 
munal representatioli not only to the i>eople who wante<l it, but also to 
tlie people who did not it. For example, the Indian Chrislian* 
never wanted communal representation ; women never wanted oommunai 



COMMUNAL AWARD. 


was# 


in 


repr«mitation, but they must hare it because unless there are communal 
electorates created . the Hindus may have some more seats in the general 
electorate. Sir, in my submission this award has adthin it suflicient to 
show that it was deliberately made to crush and humiliate the Hindus. 
Speaking to an esteemed Kuirlish friend of mine only the other day, he 
took me to task an<l said “you are wrong, there is nothing deliberate in 
it to injure the Hindus”. I say. Sir, if there is no delilierate intention 
to injure the Hindus, then the decision hits been arrived at in a f asunl, 
apathetic, almost an absent-miiultHl manner, and it is not titting for 
the Premier of England to have come to a deiisioti of this nature. 
Then, in the course of his note the Premier has .said that if the com- 
munities come to an agreement about their representatitm, then he would 
certainly give effect to the agreed views f>f the coimiuinities. 1 do not 
know, Sir, what the Premier meant hy an agreement among the com- 
munities, if he meant that there would be a jdebiscite in country, 
and that KH) per cent, of the people must vote in favour of the agrtMunenl, 
and then and then onl\ he woubl accept it, (hen of course 1 think he 
was asking for stuiiething which is nhsolutelv humunlv iinpossihle. Hut, 
Sir, if (he representati v»» character of this llengal la^gisluti ve t'ouncil 
is really uc<epte«l, if there is any suimfance in the language that wo 
have heard from time to time, that our dt*< isions and our words are 
accepted .IS tho*»(* of the reprenoritat I ves of the people, 1 take it, Sir, 
that the l*remier must have been aware that about three weeks ago in 
this very t'ouncil, we passeil a rescdutioii in favour of joint idectorates 
by a large majority. fVoKhs: Only as regard.s municipalities.) 
With great respi*ct to mv iiit#‘rrupters, 1 will say it wu.s not for munic i- 
palities alone; the rc*«iolutmn was for joint electorates so far us tin* 
Bengal Legislative (’ouiicil was (‘onc<‘rned 

[Here tin* member reached the time-limit, but was allowed to procc<‘d 
for a minute more. ] 

I wanted to say. Sir, that if it wa.*. nmlly (lie Premier’s intention to 
make a fair an honest attempt to hcdd the balance f‘vcii between con- 
flicting claims and if he* really waiitcal to sc*e the gii*ater and the stnuller 
communities working together in peace and amity, he could not poHsibly 
have given the award that he has done 


Raja BHUPENDRA NARAYAN 8INHA Bahaifur, of Nathtpurs 

Mr. President, Sir, I beg to supfKirt the motion for an adjournment of 
the House moved by Hr. Nareiidra Kumar Basu to disimss u matter of 
urgent public interest, nr., the promulgatioii of the decision of the 
British Cabinet in the division of seat.s of legislatures among various 
communities and interests in the land. Sir, the allotment is mt bascKl 
on such vicious principles that it has not been able to give satisfaction 
to any one but the interestetl parties in w'hose favour such twist has 
been given to the right principles of division. 
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At the very ouUet, I must say that I shall confine my remarks to 
the special seat to which I have the privilege to belong. As it is my 
prime duty to protect the interests of those whom I have to represent, 
I speak on my l^half as well as of my constituency. Moreover, there 
are other speakers who have dealt with the subject as to how it affects 
the community or class and other interests. 

Kir, you l>eing one of the representatives of the landholding class 
know fully well how much inequity and injustice has been done in the 
allotment of seats for the landholders. Under the Morley Mirtony 
from w'here there were 27 elected members, five seats were allotted for 
landholders. Thus the proportion was le.^s than 20 per cent. In the 
Montagu-Ohelmsford Reforms though the elected members were 
increased to 114, there was no increase in the corresponding number of 
seats, but the number remained the same, numbering five. The 
proportion of the allotment of seats was ab«>ut 5 per cent. At that 
time it was expected tliat the number of seats w ill be increased after the 
experimental period is over, that is. in the new reforms, as will appear 
from the hint given in the Montagu-t'helinsford Report which run 
thus : “The natural and ncknowledged leaders in country areas are the 

landed aristocracy. They generally represent ancient and well-horn 
families, and their estates are often the result of con(|uest or grant 
from some inediicval monarch. Ry position, influence and education, 
they are fitted to take a leading part in public affairs. Some of them 
are beginning to <lo so; and our aim must be to call many more of them 
out into the political lists.” It will be no very easy task for them. 
They stand upon a conception of social order winch is not reconcilable 
with the hustings and ballot Ihjx. Rut to our utter surprise we find 
in the award that though the iiuiiil)er of the elected members has been 
increased to 2o0, that is. to nearly tlouhle, the lamiholders by some 
curious fatality have not been able ta get out of the rut of number o 
into which they luive fallen. This reminds me of the story of a 
Brahmin who was dtHUiied to get one plantain and a few’ grains of 
rice in whatever sphere <>f life he would be placed. Actually he got 
the same ffawK by the irony of fate, even when he was rich. vSucb is 
the fate with the Iniidhoblers. The /hiHutta/ntnig of luudholderA, 
namely, the Rritish ('abinet, has written on the brow of the landholding 
tdass that their fate is ilmnned to five seats in the future constitution 
of the country whether the legislature has l>een increased or not; 
whether the country be advanced or returned. The immortal 5 will 
always go with us. Such a fate has Wen assigned to us by our 
Bulhntapvrui, Rut was there any justice in thisP Is it a British 
justice fo our cause P Can you expiat such justice from a Britisher P 
1 would not have grudged nr said a word in protest if the special oaats 
for i*ommun)ties or speotal interests had lieen abolished and the Oovem* 
inent of the country would run on a national spirit with a cominfiii 
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for rich or poor, capitalist or labourer and other conflicting 
conmnnities in the country. But such is not the case. Instead ol 

a general register the award has made more registers than at 
the present moment. It is crowded with Muhammadan registers, 
European registers, Anglo-Indian registers, Indian-Christian registers, 
depressed-class registers and women registers. This is most regret- 
table. It reflects to kill the very germ of nationality. Now, Sir, if 
you look into it mo'e carefully as to how allotments were made, you 
will find that the allotment of seats have been increased doubly or 
triply in all .special communities or classes exre[»ting that of landlords 
and University. 

As I have already said, I will not deal with the question of 
communities at present ; I shall confine my remarks to class interests. 
1 will take a <*oncrete case of a sp^M’ial seat, c.r/., the seat for commerce 
and iiulustries. Xo (»ne ran deny that the interests of the landlndding 
class in Bengal are nimh more than that of the industries and the 
comnier<‘e. Tlie landholders do contribute more than one-third of the 
total income of thi** province and are responsilde for the collection and 
puio tnul pa> nu*nt of revenue kist by kist, whether they can realise 
from the tenants f»r iu»t. In practice, you are invare that they ('an not 
realise rentr» from the tenants uiiiicahly as is evident from the fact 
that alsoit oo per (ent. of the civil suits in Beiigwl are rent suits. 
Moreover, per cent cd the inone\ suits are for the moneys lent fo 
ienanN to .'^ave limitation. 

Thus the landhcdders contribute a large sum of money to provincial 
excheipier b\ wu\ of cciurt-fees and stamps. Apart from this, they 
pay abcmt K-* 7o,lK).(WW) to the distrii't InMird through the (lovernmeiil 
whose total incoini* is not more than lis. 95d^0dMMl. From this yon 
can imagine how much thi'y have c<»ritributed to the (iovernmeni and 
how' much their vested interest is. I think no class or section of the 
pwiple can boast of such vested interest as the landholders cun. 

Secondly, the <|uestion relating t(» land and tenure always comes 
before this provincial (Council where the (juesiioti of trade and 
commerce, etc., do not come up Wfore us but they rc»me up lasfore the 
central legislature. The acope of this (Vutncil in dealing with industries 
and commerce is very little at present and will he little in future, and 
yet in spite of the fact that they do not contribute any sum to the 
exchequer of the province and in spite of the fact that the ((ueetion 
affecting them have not l>een dealt with in this Uouncil, yet there has 
been an increase of seats in their favour and they have been allotted 
alwmi 12 pt*r rent, of the total seats. Kveri the Franchise Committee 
observed that: “Finally the existing landlord electorates in the 
different prf>vinces cv>nsist in the main of men of position who exercise 
an important influence in the countryside, who have the leisure and 
the means to travel and acquire experience beyond their own locality. 
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and who are wel]-<iualified to apeak with authority on matters affectinit 
agriculture and rural life — cjuestion which will inevitably bulk pro- 
minently in the business of the provincial legislatures.’* From this it 
is clear how injustice and iniquity have been done in the case of the 
landholding class. The award has not only neglected our class but baa 
disrespected the whole Bengal, even the Government of Bengal whose 
recorninendation has been totally ignored. The recommendation of 
the Bengal Government runs thus: '‘To the recommendations of the 
(‘ommission on the subject of the landholders’ constituencies the 
strongest objecdioti is taken by several members of Government. They 
urge tliat the landholders who are returned by general constituencies 
do not represent the landholders’ interests in the legislative Council 
hut are governed by the views of the people in their constituencies 
and of the political party which has supported them in their elections. 
A further argument used is tliat the influence of the landholders’ repre- 
sentatives in stabilising the constitution is valuable, and, as it is 
considerinl iinportaui to introduce into the Council every possible 
stabilising element, there is general agreement tliat the separate land- 
holder constituencies should be retained. There is some diflereuce 
<if opinion on the question whether their number sliould be increased 
proportionately to (he in<*reuse in the numlier of members of the (’ouncil, 
the majority lieing in favour of giving the landholders the same pnqmr- 
tion as in ilie present Council.” it is a matter of liiuniliation to us 
all that our Government liuve no voice in shaping the future consti- 
tution of our country. 

I strongly protest against the award in so far as the landholders’ 
constitueney are concerned. It shows a total bankruptcy in the wisdom 
and statesmanship of the British Cabinet. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: 1 ndcr sei tion 84 {'J) no speei li during the 
debate shall exceed 15 minutes. But I think members will la* very 
wise to let me cut it down to half. (Hear, hear, and cheers.) 

5-3(1 p.m. 

Kumir SHIt tHEKHARESWAR RAY: Sir, whenever we talk of 
any changes in the system of Goveinment or of reformed coiivstitiitious, 
the one great question which at once comes to our mind is whether tho 
proposed cdiaiiges will bring peace, prosperity and contentment in the 
land. 

Sir, rightly or wrongly a very large section of the people are tired 
of the existing conditions. This jKipulur feeling is at the root of all 
political unrest in the country. Beginning from a pious expression of 
wish by the more cautious for a greater share in the admin istrat ion of 
the land, ail forms of political unreal including the civil disobedienoo 
movement and the terroriat activitie* are mere signs of a more or leaa 
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natixisl outcome of the underfed and perhapu suppressed desire of the 
peoj^ for greater freedom. 

Sir* it is to the credit of our British masters that they realise the 
grave dangers of tlie Muppressioa of this desire and so we hear of their 
determination for the transfer of control to the people of the soil. Sir, 
coming to this questicm oi the transfer of control, (lie real .stotesmanship 
certainly lies in determining the mode and extent of this transfer which 
would satisfy tlie majority of tlie i»eople who are at the hottt)m of tin* 
present unrest. All reforms would he useless and unworkable if our 
British masters fail to carry with them a majority of those who are in a 
position to deliver (he gocnls. 

In the present case, Sir, we are only concerned with the award 
regarding the (constitution of the future Bengal Legislative C'ouncil. 
Sir, u student of piditical philoHoplix would not attach any importance 
to the charge that the Hindus and Moslems have failed to settle among 
themselves the ({uestion ol tlieir iiiutiuil distrust and suspicion, nor 
would he helii've that the deci.sion on the Hiiidu-Moslem dispute w'as 
forced on the Britisli Cabinet. For, Sir. tin* ver> nature of the award 
will tell any one knowing tlie A B (’ of politiiH that tin* Hindus and 
Moslems w(*re not allowed to come to a setllmmml among themselves 
and that then* wjis a motive in fanning tiu* Hame of HindU'Moslem 
diffemoe. 

Sir, it has been said that so far a.s our British masters ar*» (•om (*rned, 
the award is final. They would, however, be pleased to consider any 
other lormula whu h may he ugiced upon bv tin* disputing parties. I 
should, theiffore, address my appeal to my Moslem and Kiuopean 
colleHgm»s ill the Couni’il. In all sincfuitv f ask them, Hindus, Mosl(uns 
and Kiiropeans. wheth(‘r tiie\ h*‘hf\i‘ that u (’ouniil (*onslitu(ed in 
accordam (• with tlie award wimid he popular with that sei tion of the 
jH*opIe w ho havc^ f(»r( ed the hands of the ( io\ i i iiimuil to grant further 
political powers to us. If the answer hi* in tin* n(‘gafi%e, do thi’V 
l>eliev(* that without the co-opi‘ruf ion of this section it wouhl he possible 
to go\ern the (ountry in a way condu»’i\*‘ to peace and orderly govern- 
ment ^ If the answer here, tin*, be in the negative, it is only proper for 
them, the Moslems and Fiiropeans, for the\ are the upfH*r dogs now, to 
move in the matter and win o\pi the class which mer(d3' hidds the key 
to a proper solution of th«* (iresent tangle. 

5-45 p.m. 

Sir, an artificial representative body will not stand the strain of 
realities for vt single day and mere nuni1>ers can never run the adminis- 
iraiion. An unreal constitution even liarked by legalised brute force 
would never suppress the Hindus. It is of no use trying to govern a 
eountry depending on lead and steel alone and in the meantime asking 
your Ministers and Magistrates to carry their lives in their p<K;keia— — 
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Mr* PItiilOENTs I do not think the Apenker is justified in 
drifting away from the point at issue before the House. 

KufUtr SHIB SHEKHARE8WAR RAY: I am very sorry; but 
these things are all inter-dependent on each other. I shall be very 
careful in future. Only I say that if this reformed constitution i»* 
forced upon the people of Bengal, you will have to have recourse to 
force. If one goes to the extreme, it may be possible to exterminate the 
Hindus from Bengal, but so long the Hindus are there, good govern- 
ment would be impossible without their goodwill and actual co-operation. 

[Here the member reached the time-limit and resumed his seat.] 

Khan Bahadur MUHAMMAD ABDUL MOMIN; Sir, in this House 
before this we have heard speeches winch have been angry — which have 
been wild, which have been furious — but I think the speeches which 
have been delivered to-day by Mr. N. K. Busu ami by the last speaker 
particularly has beaten the record in this respect. When I first came 
here to-day and discussed this question in the lobby, I did not expect 
that the dolilierations and discussions would lu* carried on in the .style 
which they liave taken. I very strongl\ deprecate*— particularly on an 
occasion like this — that members should lose their balance and bring in 
such ati amount of heat wliicli may ultimately ruiu the cause. 

Sir, from the udjuurniiient motion notice of which was given by 
Mr. Abul Kasem, the House has already hud an indication of the attitude 
of the Moslem members with reganl to this motion. We Mussalmans 
also are dissatisfied at the award, but wo are unable to join issues with 
Mr. N. K. Busu us the reasous for our dissatisfaction are different from 
those of his. 

The Mussulmans of Bengal are ilividt'il on the question of electorate. 

A section of them favour joint electorate; and given uni\ersul adult 
franchise and no special <unstituencies, a larger section would not 
object to such an eUn torate. I do not propose to go into the merits or 
demerits of separate or joint electorates and whatever my personnal 
opinion may be on this question, there is no doubt that the majority of 
Mussaliiiuiis i»f Bougal want repiesentation tiirougb separate electorate 
under present conditions, and the retention ot sepnratt' electorate at least 
for the present is appreciated by them. 

What the entire Mmssalinan i (miiiiunity of Bengal is sorely grieved 
at is the allotment of seats by this award according to which the 
Mussahiiuns have bt'en rtdegated to the position of statutory minority 
in the legislature. We form the majority community being oo per cent, 
of the population and expected at least 51 p<*r rent, of the seats if not 
56 per cent. It is, therefore, a matter of real disappointment to us to 
be given only 47 per cent, representation in the House. In this respect 
the other communities are at an advantage and even the Hindus are 
btitar off. (Hear, hear.) The Mussalmans have to concede 7 per cent. 
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o«t of their eluire to the Europeans and others and the Hindus a Utile 
cnrer 9| per cent. In the matter of allocation of seatSf therefore, the 
Museabnans are the greatest sufferers, and of all other communities 
k haeo Rreatesi cause of complaint. 

I do not deny that the Hindus of Benfral have real cause to he die- 
Mtiehed with the award. Whatever the reasons may l>e, they are at 
present in the enjoyiuciit of the lar^ft'st measure of repre^ienfation in the 
Council. In spite of lieiiijr a minority eommunity, they art* in an 
absolute majority amonfr the ehn^ted members and wield the frreatest 
amount of power in the ad m mist rat ion of the country; (Question) wduit 
contributed to this state of affairs and how far this was just or equitable 
I do not propose to discuss, but the fatd remains. In the future 
administration of the country they will not have the same extent of 
monopoly as they have ha<l in the past or what they exercise now. 
Naturally they have cau.se to l>e indignant. Ho long there was a third 
party and so long as the power and responsibility ditl not entirely lie 
with the legislature, this overwhelming majority of one community 
over others could not do much damage. Hut in a denuxTatic form of 
government whi< h we arc going to have in the near future when the 
executive will be responsible to the legislature, it is essential that the 
various communities and interests .should have ju.st and equitable 
representation in the (Vumril; otherwise the uht*els of administration 
cannot run snumthly. 1 <io not think that any one can hold for a 
moment and witli any show of reason that the Mussalinans have been 
given over-representation in the (’ouncil or a larger representation than 
they can legitimately claim. 

The only community which have been gi\en a larger share of the 
representation than their numerical strength w(Mild warrant arc the 
Euroj>eans and Anglo-Indians, hut whatever others may say, T lio not 
grudge them this. The Kurof^eans have larger mercantile and other 
interests in the countrv' and are the party in actual pow’er now*. Fnim 
their present p(».sition of real rulers thev w’ill he reduced to u state of 
impotoncy in the future Oovernment, if the Hindus and Muslims 
combine and cluMise to make them no. I’he Kurop«»afis, therefore, have 
more cause to be dissatisfied, much more, than the Hindus on the scfirc 
of loss of power. I do not think we should gruilge the weightage that 
has b«ten given to these minority commtinities in the (kiuncil. After 
all, if the Hindus and Muslims combine and work together in harmony, 
the Europeans can hardly do them anv harm. On the other hand, if 
they disagree and quarrel among themselves, the presence of a fair 
number of Europeans and Anglo-Indians in the Council will have a 
steadying effect on the activities of the legislature. Nobody will deny 
that our Hindu brethren have made large sacrifices in their fight for 
political fveedom. They may also perhaps justly claim that the succ^eiMi 
in getting aelf-govenunent is largely due to their efforts. Bui I have 
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no doubt that those Hindus who are real nationalista will be 
claim an undue advantage on account of such efforts and seHnsacriffd 
The Hindus did not fight for a “Hindu Raj'' any more than the Muslimi!;^ 
who fought hand in hand with them did so for a “Muslim Baj". Tbe)^ 
all fought for a common object, the freedgra of their common 
motherland. The many young men who have given their Uvea 
for the cauMo did so not for self-aggrandisement, nor for 
se< uring any advantage to any particular community, Hindu or Mussal- 
man, l)ut for tlie furtherance of the common object, nc., the freedom o£^ 
India. 


It, therefore, behoves ill aiid against all idea of nationali.sm for any 
community to claim a reward for the services rendered by the members 
of that community for the common cause. 

I have already said tlie Mussalmans are not satisfied by the Premier’s 
award, but 1 do not think we shall he justified in condemning it. The 
l)eHt award of nn arbiter is one which satisfies both parties; and the 
next best is that which satisfies none. P was beyond human possibility 
io frame an award which could satisfy all. The Premier and the Parlia- 
nuuit have been able to do tlie next best thing by satisfying none. It 
siguities that thi'v had been sincerely iiii[>artial and have doin' their 
best, Afte*r all, if there was anything better to he done, we, the Hindus 
and Mussalmans, are to he blamed for not doing it. The Round Table 
Conference iwdee tried their best hut faile<l to come to an agreement. 
Mahatinu Candhi in spite of his cea.seless and selfless attempt admitted 
defeat. The other leaders in liitlia ttu'tl and faih*d; and finally having 
failed to arrive at a satisfactory sedution of the ctmimunal differences, 
our leaders appealed to the IVinie Minister and Hi.s Majesty’s (Govern- 
ment to arbitrate; and now' that they have given their award, it seems 
hardly seemly to {’ondemn it and raise a Ime and cry against it. This 
award of His Mujt'sty’s (Government may not hi* satisfactory. It has 
not satisfied anybody, hut 1 would ask Mr. X. K. Basu or any other 
member of the House, Hindu, Muslim or Christian, to suggest any 
other aw'urd or any solution of the eoinmunal problem which wrill 
satisfy all communities. 

And after all it said and done, and if we consider the matter coolly 
uud in the proper spirit, we will find there is no need to go iuto 
hysterics over the matter. The future formation of the Council will be 
such that neither the Mussaliiiaiis nor the Hindus without the help of 
others will he able to dominate over the administration of the country. 
Such a contingency will hardly over arise. Tt is very probable that in 
the future the parties will be on class and not communal lines and 
neither the Hindus nor the Moslems as such will l>e able to rule over 
the others. Kven in the present Council some Moslem members always 
vote with Hindus. Bui even granting that the communities do contmua 

oomtnunal Unes, is it likely that they will be so unnational as to 
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mU which are likely to harm the other cmmuttltieii or which 
^pky W againei the intereet of the couoir>' ae a whole? The Hiailua are 
^Ibw in the majority in the Cotincil and have been fio from the incseption 
wf the representative Government. We cannot (lay that they have 
abuaed their power in the past to the detriment of interest of other 
communities and the country as a whole. In spite of our communal 
differences, there have been very few occasions even in the present 
Gonncil when Hindus and Muslims have not voted in the same lobby. 
II, therefore, the Mussalmans get a few more seats than the Hindus, 
^why should the latter think that the future Gov€*mment will he run on 
communal lines and prejudicially to the country's interest? 

Before I conclude, I would appt»al to the House to consider the 
question t'alraly and dispassionately and not to raise communal bitter- 
ness and irritation hy carrying on an angry agitation in the country. 
Ever since the Partition of Bengal we in Bengal have had nothing but 
angry prf»iests and indignant agitation in the press and on the platform. 
The air is reeking with discontent and disaffcK'tion which, in one 
direction at least, has Iwl to acts which all of us deeply deplore. I^et 
us not create more disaffection and discontent by our action hero or 
outside which may affect the minds of the impulsive and uninitiated 
youths and lead them to <iirect action. We are about to enter the 
threshold of a new (rovernmeitt which aims to l»e the Government of 
the jHMiplo and fi>r the people. Let us all try to l>egin tlds liovernment 
in an atmosphere of gtM)dwill and free from discontent, ill-feeling and 
racial animosity. The Prime Minister's award has not closed the door 
to mutual agreement. After all, the proposed arrangements are only 
for ten years and if at any time we <*Hn agree among ourselves and 
prodme a better solution of the prohleiii, the award can be amended. 
And failing to find such a solution, if by ttitiiual goixlwill we can 
establish mutual trust and c onhdence among ourselves, all the points of 
difference among the various coiiiiiiunities will automatically ilisappear. 


6 p.m. 

Mmilvl ABOUS BAMADi Sir, I cannot let go this opportunity of 
expressing my views on the c'ommunal award as a nationalist Muslim. 
I must say at once that the award is most unsatisfactory from the 
national point of view inasmuch as it seeks to perpetuate separate 
electorate and divides and subdivides the different coinmunitiee on the 
baatt of religions and castee and makee the European and Anglo- 
Indian communities the arbiters of India's destiny by placing the 
balance of power in their hands. The nationalist Muslims were no 
party to the arhitraiion and as such the award is not binding on them. 
The nationalist Muslims all over India who are the rent representatives 
of the dumb millions of Moslem agricnlinriste, Muslim latmurers and 
Mnilim artisans have condemned it in no uncertain terms. They, the 



m 


VOUUV^AL AWARD. 


[23so Am,, 


nationalist Muslims^ are not prepared to accept communal electorate im 
any form or shape, not even with statutory majority. How, then, oaA 
they accept a decision which places the Mussalmans in the position of a 
permanent statutory minority in Bengal where they are in a majority? 
From the nature of this award, all can very well anticipate the nature 
of the reforms that are coming. It is as clear as day light that the 
proposed new constitution would give us the shadow and not the 
substance of twaraj. It would take away with one hand what it would 
pretend to give with the other. Honesty, in my humble opinion, 
should have been the best policy in politics also. It is urged that the 
d(x»r of amicable settlement is still kept open and that the Government* 
is prepared to accept any agreed solution of the communal problem 
that may be arrived at Ijetween the different communities. But is tlie 
Government really sincere in its profession? Are not the conditions 
laid down for the solution of the problem impossible of fulfilment? 
Can anylH>dy believe that the c*om muni ties which have been unduly 
benefited by the award would ever agree to enter into an amicable 
settlement and thereby forego the advantages they have obtained under 
the award? No, never. I think these conditions have been deliberately 
imposed so that the terms of the award may never be altered. Next, 
it is urged that Government did not wish to give the decision but that 
the Indian delegates having failed to arrive at an agreed solution of 
their own free will referred the question to the arbitration of the I’rime 
Minister and so it is not fair, either to question the validity of the 
award or the good faith of the Government. Regarding good faith, the 
less said about it, the better. We know, Sir, the part which the Govern- 
ment has played and is still playing in the matter of the introduction, 
retention an<l the perpetuation <jf the (ommunal electorates in the 
constitution of India. I say, Sir, tliat it is the Government which is 
responsible for the introduction of this system and it is the Government 
which is res{)onsible for its perpetuation. It has taken every possible 
step to see that it is not replaced by a system of joint electorate. In 
support of my <'outention I shall briefly refer to the events which took 
place in the first Round Table Conference and which are still fresh in 
our memory. If I have read the proceedings of that conference aright, 
the Hindu delegates were prepared by way of compromise to concede 51 
{>er cent, with joint electorates to the Mussalmans of Bengal and the 
Punjab and the Moslem delegates were on the point of accepting that 
offer. But at the very psychological moment the Government of India 
Despatch came to the rescue of the Muslim delegates and stiffened their 
backs, wit^ the result that they refused to proceed with the negotiation 
on the basis of joint electorate. We know tbe contents of the Despatch. 
It conceded to the Mussalmans, of course on the basis of separate 
electorates, a much larger number of seats than they were entitled to 
get on the basis of tbe Lucknow Pact. But for this Despatch iha 
communal problem would have been satisfactorily solved in the fifil 
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Bound Table Conference. We aleo know, Sir, what happened in the 
aecx»nd Bound Table Conference. MTith a view to counteract the 
ittfluonoe of Mahatma (tandhi and thereby make the solution of the 
commuiial problem impOH^ihlo, the {>erjtonnei of the Muslim dele|{ati<m 
was substantially increased by the addition of a larire nwml»er of 
delegates holding proDounc<*<l views in favour of separate e|tM'tt»raie. 
We know how Mahatma (fandhi's re«|uest to include Dr. Ansari in the 
personnel of the Muslim delegation w'as not arcepteil by the Government. 
The Government did not like that the team spirit of the Muslim 
delegations should be disturbed by the inclusion of a nuiionulist Muslim 
as a delegate. This is mtt all. This time Dr. Atulmlkar was set uji as 
a representative of the so-called deprt*ssed class Hindus and his presence 
in the It^iuiid Table (%mferefi<e made the solution of the coininitnal 
question still more complicated. Jiefore this nolnaly had ever heard 
that the depre«se<l class Hindus warite<l reservation of seats with separate 
electorates. Up to now the coinmunititMi were divided on Uie basis tif 
religion, but since the arrival of Dr. Aml>edkar on the arena, an attempt 
was made and successfully made, as the communal award sbtiws, to 
further divide the coinmuiiiti(*s on the basis of caste. No wonder that 
erelong the Muslim backward classes who form alxmt 95 per cent, of 
the total Muslim jiopuiatiou, and the Shias and other castes and sects 
would come forward with similar claims for special iriuitment. What the 
0 €mse<]uences of siu h divisions and subdivisions w^mld be can be better 
imagined than descril>ed. I do not like to pursue this aspect of the 
subject any further. I think 1 have given sufficient indications to show 
that the allegation that the different communities could not arrive at an 
agreed mdution of the communal problem is utterly untenable. The 
Government took every possible precaution to see that the coiumunitiss 
do not agree, and with that end in view' did not call the real representa- 
tives of the people to the Bound Table Conference. The scheme 
formulated by the All-India (Vmgress (Vuiimittee, repres#*nted by the 
accredited leaders of all the (communities, was an ideal solution <»f the 
communal pniblem. If there was any defect in it, that could have l>een 
rM^tified by negotiation. Certainly, it was not the last word on the 
subj^t. But it was not to the liking of the Government, because it did 
away with separate electorate and so no notice of it was taken. It 
ssfimi to me, Sir, that the Premier’s award is only a repriMluction of tbs 
Baspatch of the Government of India and he Uh) has surrendere<i to 
tbe will of the Bureaucracy as did l>efore him Mr. Montagu and Sir 
John Simon. 

1 sincerely sympathise with my Hindu friends in their hour of 
txouble. They have been severely punisheil for tbeir patriotism. The 
only safeguard for a minority community in a democratic form of 
Govern meni is the fjrsiem of election on the basis of joint electorate. 
The Hindus of Bengal have been reduced to a permanent statutory 
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ninority with that safeguard and the right to appeal to the common 
•lectorate removed. This, a position which a politically advanced 
community like the Hindus, can hardly tolerate. As to what course 
they should adopt under the circumstances it is beyond my province to 
suggest, but I can certainly appeal to the sense of justice and patriotism 
of my Muslim friends and ask them to rise to the height of the occasion. 
They should try to do unto others what they wish the others should do 
unto them. The other day we accepted joint electorate with reservation 
oi seats in preference to separate electorate for the Bengal municipalities. 
Whyy Because we know that except at Dacca we are everywhere in a 
minority and that the best safeguard for the protection of the Muslim 
minorities in municipal areas is the system of election by joint electorate. 
The Hindu members willingly helped us in securing that protection; 
then why should we grudge to secure the same protection for the Hindu 
minority in the liCgislative Council? Many of us apprehend that under 
a system of joint electorate the Hindus by virtue of their wealth and 
influence would lie able to capture a larger number of seats in proportion 
to their numerical strength. Assuming for the sake of argument that 
this will happen, where is the ground for apprehension? If Muslim 
litigants can entrust their law suits concerning valuable properties in 
the hands of Hindu lawyers even in cases in whic h their adversaries are 
Hindus and similarly if Muslim patients can safely entrust their life in 
the hands of Hindu physicians, why cannot the Muhammadan consti- 
tuencies trust their Hindu representatives for the protection of their 
rights and interests? They can safely trust, because votes are no less 
valuable considerations than fees which compid the Hindu lawyers and 
Hindvi physicians to remain faithful to their Muhammadan clients. 
Joint electorate is like a nose-string. We can pull it and bring a 
Hindu member to the right path whenever he would show any inclination 
to go astray. It is a pity that the Hindu community is ready and 
willing to place that noseHitring in our hands, but we are unwilling to 
hold it. 

In ('ouclusion, I would appeal to the good sense of l>oth the Hindu 
and Muslim members and ask them to come to an amicable settlement 
based on justice and equity. It is not yet too late to mend. The 
reforms would not be worth the paper on which it w*ould be written if 
the Hindus and Muslims do not work it in a spirit of ro<operatioa aii4 
mutual trust. But it is as certain as night follows the day that if the 
communal award stands as it is, there can be neither co-operation nbr 
mutual trust. If the advocates of separate electorates think that they 
•cored a great victory ov^er the Hindu community and feel jubilant for 
that supposed victory, they are sadly mistaken. Separate electorate ia 
conceded not in ttie interest of the Muslim community but in the intmete 
of British Imperialiani; and British interests would be beet served by 
foUowing the policy of divide and rule. 
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Mr* !• C. GNATTEIIflitS^ I to r^miiid the membein of ihii 
Hoiiiii« iny Hindu, Muhammmdan and European frtemU, apecially my 
Gountiymen, that to-day the time for a real teat ha« come to all of us. 
What is the point in eoodemninir the Prime Minister or the Oovem* 
meniF The queetion is: Can you, for once, can you llenfralees, Hindu 
and Muhammadan, come to an agreement}^ if you can come to an 
agreem^t, then tlie Prime Minister's award need not trouble you. The 
whole question Indore us, Hindus and Muhammadans, to-ilny is: Can 
we justify the provision at the end of the Prime Minister's award, 
namely, that the awurtl may Iw* suhstitutef] liy an agreed scheme between 
Hindus and Muhammadans That is the only point that arises for 
consideration to-<lay, aiul I would lag one and all of you not to li>«« 
sight of this point, and go into mutual recriminations and expressions of 
mutual distrust. 

In Ihuigal, Sir, we have the making of a complete nation. Hen gal 
belongs to us. Hindus, and to ns. Mtihiimmadans. equally. Muhum- 
madans pr»‘dominate over IlitHltis ni Hast Hengal and Hindus 
predominate over Muluiiiimaduns in West Hengal, Imt Hengal belongs 
not to the Hindu ( t>iiiinutiity , nor to the Muhanitiiudan conimunity, but 
inalienably t<» the Heiig^alee.s us a a hole. That is my fiinl point; Hengal 
is our ('(tirimon motherland. I'he .^teiond point is that, suppo.sing I met 
a Muhammadan aoman tn any puit ot Hengal, Itou woulil 1 adflress her? 
I would (crtainly address her as “mother”. Suppose again that a 
Muhaintnadan met a Hindu woman in any part of Hengal. How Mould 
he address her^ Suiely, he ulsi> would adrlress hei as ^mother”, so 
that in the Moman of Hengal we htt^e a bond of common motluTlimHl, 
irrespecti\e of whetlier she Ixdongs to the Hindu or to the Muhammadan 
community. I wcmld ask my friends kindly to rememher this. I have 
no douht that rny Hindu and Moslem friends will bear me out when I 
say (hat we Io<^k up<»ii our womenfolk, be they Hindu or be they 
Muhammadan, from this |>oint of view' alone that they all belong to 
Bengal’s common motherho<aL 

The third jKiint in favour of nationalism in this country is that w# 
have a common language. In spite of the fact that iiiy young friend, 
Mr. Suhrawttniy. tries to talk Urdu with all kinds of guttural 
acrobatics, I aay that the language of Bengalee Hindus and Muham* 
madana is Bengali. Just think of the renascence of the Hengalea 
Moslems; the visible signs of which are all about us. Has that 
renascence not found expreasion in the wonderful Bengali poetry of 
Kaxi Naarul Islam f — not in Urdu but in Bengali, pray rememlier. (\ 
wmaatu: What about the pasil^ji I am diMUssing things of rei-eni 
times; I am not discuiwing the superstitions of the past days which ara 
mow na dead m the Dodo. I would lieg my Muhammadan friendi to 
mmember tbat we are noneomed now with the recent proldenw, nnd 
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the recent phenomena of their renaecent life in Bengal. This aelf- 
•ame apirit of the renaecence hae also expreeaed itaelf in the beantifnl 
proio of young Humayan Kabir who haa just returned with laurels from 
Oxford. And any student of Bengali literature will tell you that, 
centuries hack, both Hindu and Moslem writers and singers had oolla> 
boruted in building up its greatness. 

The fourth point is that we belong to the same stock. 1 know 
Mr. Suhrawardy will again take exception, hut he will allow me to 
inform him that his possible good looks are due to the fact that the 
founder of the Suhrawardys of Bengal must have been a Brahmin 
converted to the Islamic faith. So the Hindus and Muhammadans have 
a common language, a common stoc k, a common country, and the same 
reverence for the womanhood of Bengal, Hindu or Muhammadan. 
Would it not, therefore, be an indelible disgrace if, in spite of all these 
common factors, we Bengalees failed to come to an agreement? It is no 
use saying and troubling about. How can the whole country agree? 
Ijet us, memliers of this Council, set an example, and if we do that, we 
shall light a fire that will never be exlinguisheil in Bengal. Let us do 
it now and here. Why are we tanying ul>out it? Instead of wasting 
our time in irritating recriminations, let us, members of this House, 
before we depart to-day, come to a determination to agree. 

C-IO p.m. 

In tlio next place, Sir, wduit would be the principle on which to 
found this agreement? Well, Sir, I was corning to (\ilcutta from Dacca, 
in company W’ith the Ifon’hle Mr. Kliwaja Nariinuddin a few years ago, 
and he gave me a little similie which I thought very striking. He said 
that in the case of two brothers lighting for the partition of their 
pro^rties, they would go on fighting with much vigour and venom 
until the Jiulge gave his partition decree, am! provided he ordered it 
in such a way as to place both the brothers in an ab.solute equality of 
advantages and tlisudvuntages, yon would find the self-same contending 
brothers soon relapsing and settling down into their old-time fraternal 
familiarity. I say this is exa< tly what would he bound to happen 
between tlie Hindtts and Moslnun of Bengal ome you could formulate, 
and get them to adopt, a scheme whereby both would Ik* placed in an 
absolute equality of advantages and disadvantages .so that nothing would 
be left betwe<*n them to fight over. Will my Muhammadan and Hindu 
friends agree to this? That is the whole question—I must say, Sir, 
that before the giving of this iiw''ard, I had gone and begged iny Hindu 
and Moslem brethren to agree to a division of interests between them- 
selves on this basis — that is to say, let us have an equal number of siMita 
on the Council so that the representatives of neither community could 
outvote those of the other, and further let us also divide the serricea 
•qually, subject to candidates of either community satisfying a mtnimuini 
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of efficiency to be fonuulnted by n provincmJ Public Services Com- 
mieeioii. To the credit of my Mubammadan friends, I must ackuow* 
ledge ibat they were agreeable to my auggt^aiion, but I am sorry to 
have to aay at the same time that I could not get my Hindu brethren 
to agree to it. However, I am not gtung to rake up the embers of a 
past controversy, as it is no use merely embittering feelings 

[Her© the member reached his time-limit and resumeil his seat.] 

Ktian Bahaclur Maulwi AZIZUL HAQUE l Sir, 1 am afraid, some 
of us have so apprfHicheil (he quest i(»n from a point of view which has 
made the problem more communal. It is an uiifortiinaie fact tliat 
oftentimes we twe curried uuay by inciaplivsit nl considerations and 
considerations of pure tlu‘ori«*s and priio-iples — rather than accept the 
facts and realities of the situation. I have a high res|M*ct for my 
friend, Mr. X. K. llasu, but I was surprised when be said that separate 
ebst'torute is an evil in this rouiitry I would cciiainl\ ii'^k my friend 
to leiiicmbcr if it is worthwhile to argut* it to*da> that separate 
eleilorate is an cmI, rciuctiihering very wtdl that in spite o< the fact 
that till' Hindu ((»mtnuiiit> and the Hiiolu press have lu'en crying 
against the present system of electorate, the Muslims still remain 
uncoil vin<ed as they wen* before. T may tell you, Sir, that, as a matter 
of fuet. no amount of tirade, no amount of abuse and no amount of 
outburst i*< liKel\ tti be of any avail, unless and until the ginnl sens© and 
spirit of tideration and judgment 4)f the sister eomniunity are lirougbt 
to bi'iir on this issue and until the Hindu press takes a little more 
reasonable viewpoint. Sir, let us have a truce and work for the future 
welfare of the country. Is Mr. Hasu prepareil to su> that even though 
th«* electorate ma> diffei, we, Himlus and Muhamiiuiduris, will fail to 
tal kie the ccoiiomic and agrarian problems tow arils the umelioration of 
the country I^el us forget for the time being the history of the past 
ten y4*ars and let nothing be preached frioii the press or the platform as 
to whether separate electorate i.s good or liad. Let us think of the 
country ami not of the elei torate. Sir, the fact is there that the 
Muhammadans to a large extent, with the honouriihle exception of my 
friend, Maulvi Ahdiis Samud. are all pledged to a policy of separate 
elc'ctorate and it w ill not tlo if my friend tiies to coiiviuie the House by 
arguments divorced from the realities of life. I am at least glad tlmt 
my friend, Mr. K. Ihtsu, thinks that after all in democracy it is not 
number but (rolitical importance which is of some account. For the 
first time, we have got an admission from him that political importance 
counts and yet we remember that in the year HK)8 when the Mussal- 
mans, at that time an insignificant minority, in the polity of the country, 
asked for a little space in a spacious lfous<* and claimed it on a ground 
among others of their having some importance in a country like India, 
they were drowned in demonstration. For the first tinu* my friend bae 
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quoted liberally from some books to define the nature of democracy. I 
think my friend will have to re-read or read the history of politics befort 
he can be convinced that in spite of the abuses that have been made 
against democracy, there is nothing else than the rule of majority that 
matters in democracy. At the same time, 1 must record that so far aa 
we, the Muhammadans, are concerned, we have always been prepared 
to accept any reasonable solution of the problem and can anybody deny 
that? I would ask, through you, Sir, my friend Mr. B. C. Cbatterjee 
whether the Muhammadans have been obstructive at any time to a 
peaceful and agreed solution of the problem. I am quite willing to say 
even further and state that the obstruction did not come from us, but 
that the obstruction came from a certain section of the die-hards of the 
other community. After all, what we find is that whenever any 
Mussalman holds that separate electorate is a necessity, his fourteen 
generations are brought out in the newspapers and he is tom to pieces 
and the momeiii a Moslem leader thinks in a way different from the 
ordinary Hindu views, he is abused. Sir, I am saying that these are 
facts which are to be taken note of and the only solution of the problem 
will Im‘ possible by not decrying the system of separate electorate but by 
accepting the realities and finding out the best solution of tlie problem. 

I am always consriotis, as my friend Mr. Fa.’^l-iil Huq had said the other 
day, that in future we must transcend above <-omnnmal cousidcrationB. 
At the same time, am I to understaml that the Hindus will forget that 
they are Hindus and the Muhammadans that they are Muhammadans, 
as, after all, in the Hast religion is the cherished tradition of everybody 
and yet 1 do not believe that there is anything in Hinduism or anything 
in Islam w liieh makes the solution of our iiolitu al or e( nnomie problems 
an impossibility. I think the Hast has yet to exdve and can evolve 
that the finality in politics has not yet armed in the West, the Western 
politii's has not given the final verdict upon the solution of this problem 
and it is still po.ssihIe, and the Mu.ssalmuns honestly believe that it ia 
ver>' miu h probable, that in spite of the fui t that I am a Mussalman 
and ill spite of the fact that you are Hindus, we shall come together on 
a common platform to think of the best interests of the country and 
solve the economic and agrarian problems 

[Here the memlier reached his time-limit and lesumed his seat.} 

Ilf* W* M* THOMPSONS Mr. Fri'sident, Sir, the turn which tho 
last two sfieakers have given to the debate has, I think, been lor the 
good; they have turned from the details of the award to the wider 
problem and Mr. B. 0. Cbatterjee Las suggested that, in this House#^^ 
m agreement should be reached this afternoon. We have, Sir, 
minutes more of the time allotted to ibis matter and 1 will not lake muoli^/ 
of that time in disturbing any possibility of reaching an agreemenl. X / 
Isel, Sir, tbat wt art right, to turn from tbs details and oaaaidtr tlM 
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inoii fenera] }m>bleiii of tbo iiooMtty or othenriae for making Uiia 
aarmrdl, for the fact, a» it appeara to me, tliat an awani of this aort 

was absolutely necesaary. No future constitution of India can Iw made 
to work unless there is some settlement of the problem of communal 
repreaentation. If there is no settlement, all pnigrejts is held up. Them 
W'aa great enthusiasm for the Hound Table method and when delegates 
of all shades of thought in India had been successfully brought togtdber 
at St, James* Palace, greai things were ex|av'ted ; and I, Sir, slumhl W 
the first to admit that a great deal was done. Hut there was an 
atmosphere of unreality over some parts of the pnseetlings and it was 
in such an atmosphere of unreality that the opinion was expressed that 
the difference,H between the greu* communities in India might bo 
settled in a few* days at the Hound Table Conference; the differenccMl, 
Sir. which have been the outstanding feature of the history of ibia 
country' for the last 8(K) years have l»een the cause of most of iU 
troubles and are the reason why the Dritish are here all. Hut, Sir, 
compromise is not always so easy. Indeed, compromise is a com- 
paratively ne%v thing in the history of civilisation and comproiniso 
bcfw<‘en two communities such as the.se is such a new thing (hut it is 
almost without precedent. Sir, from the earliest times individuals no 
doubt settled some of their differences hy agreement and ahsolulo 
monarchs came to compromises on a larger s< ale. Hut the (’il> -Slutca 
of (Ireecfv \^hicli intrisluced democrajy to the w«iild fuibnl notoriously 
to agree among themselves. The Homans hud no iileu of the Hound 
Table ineflMwl: tlieir method was :Alwa>s reference to an indepeiMlent 
authoiity. That was the sy.steiii h> which they ruled their gieat 
empire. They left nothing for the iwople of proviio*es to manage for 
themselves and that is partly tlie reason why their empire broke up so 
quickly. Then (ume the break of the middle ages and wlien ahsoJuto 
monarehy again disappeartMj, the Latin peojile and the people of the 
continent of KurojK* generally fell back on the Homan method. Kvcii 
the League of Nations with its tribunals and its inundates rathei follows 
the Homan methtal than the Knglish method of compromise. Sir, it ia 
only the Knglish-sfX'uking jHHiple who have develo|w*d a method of their 
owm for settling their differences. 

The development of the committee spirit is the contj-ibuiion whicb 
the Knglish-spcokiiig people have made towards the progress of civilisa- 
tion, and it is the biggest contribution that has Umn made since the 
dnjA of the (ireeks. But, Sir, though we have in our own country 
|ac4reede<] in developing our institutions on that line and though these 
Imve been imitatetl all over the world, the imitations have always been a 
twry bed copy of the original. No other race appears to have siicceedwl 
IMI esteciiy our lines, and it is not in the least surprising that the Hound 
Sable Conference should not have succeeded in settling the question of 
fionununa] r^vvMealatioii by agreement. Indeed, Str, it is itnpoesibla 
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ihAt there could he any other settlement exc-ept by the award of an 
Ottteide authority, and the outside authority that has made this award, 
the Prime Minister and His Majesty’s Government, is the highest autho- 
rity that could have been chosen. The award having been made by 
such an authority, there is no higher authority to which appeal can be 
made, and as there can be no constitutional progress in India without a 
communal settlement, the award must be accepted. 

[Here the luemlwr, having reached the time-limit, resumed his seat.] 

Babtl dITENORALAL BANNERJEE: 1 think Mr. Chatterjee was 
a little unfair to the Hindus in his recital of the negotiations between 
the two ixmiinunities. If his offer of fifty-fifty or equal representa- 
tion was not acjcepted, if it failed, it was partly becau.se he never made 
it < lear — jMjrhups he was not quite clear in his own mind — whether he 
meant fifty-fifty of the whole House or fifty-fifty as between Hindus 
iind MuhaniniudunH alone. It is no grxid shirking difficulties; and this 
was the difficulty upon which Mr. ('hutterjee’s negotiations failed. 
Again, the offer of fifty-fifty on the part of the Muhammadans was 
accompanied by the condition of separate electorate; and that was a 
<'ondition which the politically minded Hindus would never accept, 
liecause, if ncoepted, it would stiike at the root of nationalism, it 
would mean the death and negation of nationalism. Mr. Chatterjee 
says that even now, at this moment, the Hindus and Muhammadans 
ought to make an effort towards agreemcuit. I quite agree, hut now, 
more than ever, lias it not been made iin|M)ssil>le for us to succeed, has 
not onc^ more difficulty been added to one thousand-fold difficulties by 
the nw'arcl of Mr. Humsay MacDoniild himself? And notwithstanding 
my great respc*ct and deep veneration for the pcusoual character and 
political princ iples of the present Prime Minister of England, I wish 
to say that this award has given the lie to his whole inditical career. 
It was unworthy of the Prime Minister to have given it; and it will 
1 h* unworthy ccf India to accept it, whatc*ver the consequences may be. 
Thnmghout this disc usHcon our ears have bc»en harassed with the con- 
stant iteration of Olte unmcHtning formula — “you cannot blame the 
Prime Minister, be clid not seek the posit icm c)f an arbitrator himself, 
it was thrust uixm him by your own action.” With great respect to 
the gentlemen who advance this argument, T must confess that I fail 
to apprcH'inte its forc'e and significance. The position of an arbitrator 
is always an invidious one; it is never sought by any one; it is thrust 
u|K)n people, either by the parties themselves who agree in this one 
thing and in nothing else, or it is thrust upon them by the decisifm 
of a court. But whatever the position of an arbitrator may he, does 
it aljsolve him from th# necessity of judging justly and fairly, from 
the nececMcity of giving an award which must be in accordance with the 
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piifliietiples of joatice, oquity and fairplayf And ao» htrt alao, grant* 
ing tliat we failed to agree among ouraelvea, and mnat fare the t'ouae* 
quencea, does that absolve the Prime Minister from Ute neoeasity of 
having made his award in consonance with the principles of justice, 
equity and fairplay? 

Mr. A. K. FAZL-UL HUQ: What are theyP 

Babu illTENDRALAL BANHERdEi: They are the standards of 
(interruptions). 

We shall have to ask the Prime Minister, “is his award just and 
fair, has he suceeedtMl in holding the balance evenly between the 
warring communities and sects of India?*' These are the questions 
by which the award has to l)e judged, and also in the light of first 
principles. So far as these first principles are concerned, the aa^art! 
offends and offends grievously against the cardinal primdjde of all 
representative institutions, namely, that in such representative institu- 
tions a meniher i** not the representative <if u class, community, sect 
or cri'ed ; every memlier represents the State as a wlode. When a 
member is returned to Parliament from Hristol, Croydon or Newcastle, 
d<M»s he represent Hristol, Cr(»ydi»n or Newcastle only? or is he not a 
memlM*r of the Parliament of (Jreui Hritain, a memWr for (he whole 
country, speaking for (he Hritish Kmpire at large? and, in his 
humble capacity doe^ be not i-arry liebiiiil him tlie weight of the 
character ami prestige of the nation and country? When a Unman 
Catholic is returned to Parliament, does he speak for Uoman ('ntholies 
alone? when a Piotestant is returned to Parliament, do4*s he speak for 
Prfdestants alone? or do they not speak for the State as one integral 
factor? Hut so far as Imlia is comerned, (he thing is almost impos- 
sible, we can make no such claim under the (erms of the Premier's 
award, a man <‘an speak as a Hindu, he can wpeak as a Muhammadan, 
he can speak as a tlepressed class representative, a Kuropean, an 
Indian Christian or an Angbvlndian, but lie can never speak as an 
Indian for India at large, or ns a Uengali for Bengal at large. This 
was impossible under (he state of things which already existed. 
It has lieeii ninde still more imp^msible by (be terms of (he award. 
It is not simply that the award offends (he cardinal principles of 
representative institution, — mark how many contradictory principles are 
introduced here and none of them carried to their logical conclusion ! 
The constituencies are Imsed partly ujion religious eonsidemtioni, 
partly upon racial considerations and partly ujion ei'onomic considera- 
tions; so f^r ns the Hindus and Muhammadans are concerned, it is fiopn- 
lation that counts. But when it comes to Efirr»peans and AiigloJndians, 
la it population that counts or is it race? Or is ft (hat intangible and 
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mjMilpable something which passes under the name of political impof- 
tance, Tou do not know what this political importance is. Take tha 
case of the Anglo-Indians. You have given them four members. 
This is not a personal question and I hope Mr. Maguire or Mr. Me* 
Cluskie will not be offended. You have given them four seats in the 
award. But what is the population strength of the community? 
Not more than 25,000 not even one per cent, it is only *06 per cent., 
yet (hey get four seats in the House, or in other words they get a 
representation 40 times more than their numerical strength. You 
will say that there is political importance here. But may I ask, with’ 
bated breath, what is the great political importance of the great 
Anglo-Indian community? What are their past services to the 
fX)untr\'P What is their present contribution to the revenue and 
exchequer of the State? 

[Here the inemW, having reached his time-limit, resumed his seat.] 


Bibu dATINDRA NATH BASUs Sir, trained as I was under poli- 
timl conditions when political status on the basis of differem^es in creed 
did not exist and drawing my inspiration from leaders, Hindus. Muham- 
madans and others, who laid the foundations of self-rule in India and 
who never thought of bringing out and emphasising religious differences 
in the tield of politics, if is difficult for me to understand the tendencies 
that have led to the accentuation of such differences. 

We of different races and creeds have to live nml work in this land 
of ours. The welfare and progr«*ss of the different (‘otninuniiies and of 
the country as a whole depend on the harmonious working of the political 
system by all of us. 

The first es,sen(iul for such harmonious working is the establishment 
of mutual tiust. Sir. after the dark days of (he Sepoy War, British 
statesmen saw the need of the estahlishment of such trust. The India 
Councils Act was imssed estahlinhing legislaturt»s at the centre and in 
the provinces. Peace and confidence were established and husinem, Indh 
interiHil and extaruul, developeil, and there was progress and prosperity 
111 the land. That Went on for over 40 years when cleavages in the body 
of the State on the basis of differences in creed occurred. It was then 
only that distrust came. There has since Wii trouble not only in the 
held of politics hut also in the field of trade and business. With mutual 
trust the cj^eed of the representatives will be of no importance. Sir, if 
the condition of affairs first brought into being by the Minto-Morley 
Scheme had achieved the object it had in view, then it would not have 
been iiece«sary to engraft into the next i^onstitution any separatist ele- 
ments. If you desire to suumth differences, you must emphasiie pointo 
of contact and agreement and keep back differences. We, Hindus anff 
Muhaiumadaos, Kuropasns and Indians, have to work together ewf 
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^ ow* lives. lu inoet vital matters^ matters relatiiig to our everyday 
life, we ffet on toffether with mutual truet. Why caimot we eetablieh 
that kind of trast in politiee alsoF 

What gives rise to the grievance that is felt is not that there should 
be a majority of Muhaminadaiis, Kurojieans or Anglo-Indians in the 
legislature. The grievance is that the legislature will i^onsist of repre- 
sentatives not of the people in general but of this community and that. 
That will not lead to prominence being given to the general interests of 
the {MK>ple. 

The political system that is going to be built up is not only for the 
present. It will give a lead to the future. The question that has to 
be decided is whether you should build on the present superficial differ- 
ences only^ or on a basis which, though not pliwsaut to some of us, will 
be what we in our heart of hearts consider to l>e right, and what our 
children and our children's children will approve. 


Mauivi ABUL KA8EM: 1 nm grateful to you, Sir, for giving me 
this opportunity to express iny opinion in this matter in this House. 
Sir, m my 40 yeors of public life I have never pretended to he a sjuikes- 
mon of my co-religioni^ts, much less a leader. Hut to-day, Sir, 1 claim 
that the opinion which I am expressing is shared by the bulk of my 
co-reJigioiiists in this province as well as outside it, Sir, as 1 stated in 
luy noticre of motion for adjournment, the Moslems of Hengal and of the 
rest of India are dissatisfied with the treatment meted out to us in this 
province. Sir, the Hight llonuurable Mr. Ham.say Macdonald laid it 
down that in nil provinces a majority would not be reduciHl to a minority, 
or even to an ecpiality. We have heard of many political slogans, but 
this IS also one <»f them. In the case* of Madras, Hornlmy, the Tniled 
Province's and the rest of Indin, this principle has been acc’epted ami 
worked upon. Hut, in the ctise ot Hengal, it was dec!ide<l that a majority 
of the populat?on is not only to be reduced to an ecptality, but to a 
minority of the House itself. Tin's is, as I call it, unfair and unjuiit. 
Then, Sir, 1 have heard with very great care and attention the speech of 
my friends Mr. N. K. Basu and Kurnar Shib Shekhareswar Hay. Mr. 
Haau and some of his friends on that side of the House have a grievance 
against separate electorates. Almut separate electorates, it has been 
remarked by the Staietman, that it is an evil, but a necessary evil. My 
friend Mr. Jiteiidralal Bantierjee made capital of the fact that in English 
Parliament, a man going aa a Homan (.Vitholic or a Protestant, a non-cton- 
formist or a Jew, went as Englishmen, brothers, for the British Empire, 
and that is quite right. But I would remind him, and those who share 
bis opinion, that the situation and conditions in this country are quite 
different from those prevailing in Europe or, for the matter of that, in 
the British Isles. Here the difference between the Hindus and Muham- 
nadaiis, 1 repeat again, is not a difference of faith and belief, but it is 
a diffaretica betwaan two paople living aide by sida with a dtsiinct culittra, 
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a distinct tmciition and distinct habits and modes of life* Great capital 
has been made out of this. It has been said that it strikes at the root of 
the jfrowth of nationalism. If that is so, why do you not come to an 
agreement by which the separate electorate can be abolished P You soy 
that the Hindus are willing to do it, but will the Muhammadans agree? 
Tiie question is why do not the Muhammadans agree. To be frank to 
this House, as I ought to be, it is because by their acts, by their conduct 
in the post they have shown that we cannot trust the Hindus and place 
our interests in their hands. (Cries of “Question, question. “) We 
object to joint electorates, because we know that by manipulations and 
overwhelming force of numbers or other ways, they will be able to send 
to this legislature as members, creatures of their own. We want the 
Muhammadan community to be representeii in this House by Muham- 
madans who will look to the interest of Muhammadans, who wiH enjoy 
the confidence and respect and the goodwill of the Muhammadan com- 
munity. We have been told by my friend Maulvi Abdus Samad that the 
Moslem cultivators do not want separate electorates. I would ask him, 
does he think that if a plebiscite is taken on that issue — I will give him 
a challenge — let him come to a constituency and fight it on that basis 
and see whether he is right or wrong, — tliat that will really be the 
resuJtP 


b-45 p.in. 

That is the best thing to do. In this matter I will not go into details, 
but Mr. Narendra Kumar Basu has incidentally said in the course of his 
speech (nobody minds it although he has hurt me all the same), that 
population ought not to be the only basis. In the United Provinces, in 
Bihar and Orissa and in benighted Madras population in the sole basis, 
but he ignores this where the Mussalmans unfortunately happen to be in 
a majority; there literacy, education, political ser^nce and sacrifice are 
to be counted. About illiteracy I have only to say that we, the Musaal- 
mans. have tried to introduce literacy among the masses and it is only 
my friends in this House who, though unsuccessfully, tried to oppose tha 
passing of the Primary Kducation Act. 

[Here the member, having reached his time-limit, resumed his seat,] 

Mr. A. K. FAZL^UL NUQ: 1 extremely regret that I have to strike 
a note somewhat different from those of my colleagues in discussing the 
Prime Minister's award on the communal question. I do not think that 
the abuses that have heen flung either on the award or on the Prime 
Minister are either just or fair or even necessary. If the Prime Minister's 
award has unistisfactory and disappointing, it is because the pcdi« 
tioal conditions in India are not merely unsatisfactory and d*ie ppe fet !i ig 
but even positively disgraceful. Every one knows that it is eaiiar to 
•quare a circle than to try iuceesafnlly to cmnpose the cfrmmuael titniUee 
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in Indin* 11 Prime Minister 'a award ia difnppointiitg and unaatia- 
lacUirjr, reject it by all means, the more ao, if yon have got anything 
better. The Prime Minister will l>e prepared to accept our judgment 
that this award has lM»en unsatisfactory. He doe* not want to hear our 
reasons for the judgment. It is, therefore, unnei'cssary and irrelevant 
to go into the details in order to prove to the wot Id that this award is 
iinBatisfactory and disappointing. 1 am reminded uf the story of a 
diahoneat aalecnnan. He was taken to task by his customers for selling 
rotten goods at exorbitant prices and his customers told him that they 
could get lietter g(K)ds at a lesser price elsewhere. He replietl : **My 
dear friends, if you cun do that, why do you come to me? Better go 
elsewhere.” So I say, if the Prime Minister’s award is unsatisfactory , 
why look at it at all? 


My friend Mr, Samad referred to the \ehrii Report as the combined 
wisdom of the uccreilited leaders of all the communities, but it was 
thrown into tlo* w'3i?,te tmper basket by those very nationalists by whom 
that report had been pre{Mired. It was utterly unacceptable to the 
Musaalmans, it was uniic(*eptabl6 U) the Hindu Mahasabha and to the 
CongrciHS, but it i.s ucclaimG<l as the quintessence of wisclom, bet uuse it 
was the combined aiH<I<»ni of the communities! Kvery one knows (Imt 
whenever any attempt has been made to frame a constitution for India, 
the communal volruiio has burst, revealing to the world the •urging 
combustible material of communal and racial prejudices which lie 
beneath the calm surface of Indian politics. It is no nm* saying we tan 
come to an agriMunent; we have tried and we have failed. Mr. Sanifid 
made a statenient as to what happened at the time of the first Hound 
Table (Conference, but I do not think he is fully aware that at that time 
we tried to come to an agreement and «u)uie Hindu members agreed to 
give us 51 per cent, of the seats, but the majority of them ivould not 
agree and tliat is how the negotiations faile<l. I know from pers<}nar 
experience and from my personal talk with otficials and non-otficittls that 
there was not a single Britisher who wantexl to interfere in the coiutnuiiaf 
controversies in India. It was the last thing they tried to do, and it in 
most unfair now to blame the Prime Minister for having taken upon 
himself the responsibility of giving the award. It was no business of 
his or of the British (Nibinet to come forward and give the award; but 
instead of giving him credit for what he has done, abuses are being 
hurled on his head for having failed to achieve the impossible. 

I shall say just one or two words in reply to the cry of national ism 
of which we have heard so much. My friend Mr. Samad talks of 
Muhammadan nationalism, but I hold the expression * 'Muhammadan 
nationalism'* as much meaningless as Protestant Roman Catholicism and 
nationalist Muhammadans really hold non-Moslem views in the guise of 
^ Moslems. That i« my simple conviction and I my it freely and openly. 
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Am regards nationiilisni, I want to remind my friende to my rifkt 
of one incident which happened in the Legislative Assembly when a 
resolution recommending that the North-West Frontier Province be 
given reforms was moved. If Government objected to the proposal on 
military grounds, we could have understood that, but all the Hindu 
leaders of nationalism including Pandit Matilal Nehru and others 
opposed the resolution because there was the prospect of a Muhammadan 
domination in the North-West Frontier Province where the Muham- 
madans constitute 95 per cent, of the )>o])ulation and where by no con- 
ceivable method the Hindu nationalists could remove the absolute 
Muhammadan domination. 

I Here the member reached his time-limit and resumed his seat.] 

Tha Hofi’bla Mr. R. N. REID; I may just explain the attitude of 
this Government with regurd to this motion for adjournment. Government 
do not intend to particiimte in any way in a discussion on the merits of the 
awartl. Every one in this House knows the history of this award, how 
attempts were made at the first Hound Table (’onference, in the interval 
between the first and the second conference and again at the second Bound 
*i'able (’onference, to settle this question, but without success, how the 
(Consultative (-oinmittee came up against this barrier of an unsettled 
communal question, and how they could make no progress in the framing 
of the constitution until that harrier was remove<l, how they app(*aled to 
the Prime Minister to solve the problem before them and how he accepted 
that appeal. Having accepted that responsibility, a responsibility which 
was thrust upon them and which they never asked for, and to the diffi- 
culties attending which they were always keenly alive. His Majesty’s 
Government were bound to a decision and the communal award is the 
result. It is not for the Local Government to question that award and it 
would indeed be presumption tjii my jmrt to comment upon it either by 
way of critii'ism or by way of approlmtion. There is one point, however, 
on which 1 desire to lav stress and tiiat i.s this: there is one vital point, 
as has been pointed out by many speakers who have spoken to-day, in 
the award, namely, that it leaves open the door to an agreed settlement 
amongst the contmimiiies. Let me read the passage in the award which 
contains tlie British Government’s reference to this point: “they are 
most desinius to close no door to an agreed settlement should such happily 
be forthcoming. If. therefore, before a new Government of India Act 
has passed into law, they are satisfied that the communities who are 
ooncemed are mutually agree<l upon a practicable alternative scheme, 
either in respect of any one or more of the Governors’ provinces or in 
respect of the whole of British India, (hey will be prepared to recommend 
to Parliament that that alternative should be substituted for the provi- 
•ions now outlined/’ That is, I venture to think, a vital point, a point 
which should receive the serious attention of every man who is anxious 
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to »«• Hi^ new constitution inau^umteil in a spirit of piNice and goodwilL 
It is a |>oint which sutciy transcends even those very difficult and imfiort'' 
ant problems of the representation of minorities and majorities, or 
p^centaiteti or wei^^htaires, points which are hein^: canrassed to»day 
with so much sincerity and iiisistent'e. If, therefore, fn>m to-day's debate 
there emerged a determination on the part of the tommuiiiiies concerned 
(and it appears from many speeches a*hich have been made that it may 
amerge) to achieve the happy result, which is referred to in the passage 
I have just quoted, then no one would be Ijetter pleased and no one will 
more welcome that determination with deeper sincerity than the Uovern- 
, ment of Bengal. 


Babu AMULYAOHAN RAY: 1 thank Mr. Xarendra Kumar Basu 
for the iMim pi linen t he has given uie. but it is with deep humiliation and 
utter shuiiie to the gtwd name of the lountry that I am to submit Iwfore 
the hoirble members of this House that the repeated failure of the (’om- 
luunities (oiicerned to come to an amicable settlement of a domestic 
quarrel of our own, the reasonahle suspicion and apprehension tlmt have 
grf»wn up in the mi mis of the )ieople hy the motions of some of t»ur 
countrymen, hhdly needed the arbitration of the Prime Minister niid the 
British ('uhinet. Without sincerely thanking His Xfajesty’s tlovern- 
inent and fiill\ appreciating (he spirit in which they have undertaken 
to s<dve the communal pitdileiii honestly and faithfully, without having 
regard to the truth that the future admiiiistnition <»f the country would 
have fallen upon the party of a cli«{ue, into the hands of an oligarchy 
and a group of p<*ople in the absence of the comiiiunul de^'ision hy th»* 
l*rime Minister ami His Miiji^sty’s (^ahitiet wdieii an agreed solution of 
the communal question became impossible and impractiiable, a certain 
set tion of our countiymen ledoiiging to the iilleil pn»gressive school 
of politics — progres^ivi* or backward or retarding the progress of the 
country— that is a matter where we differ— is laying the whole blame 
at the diKir of the Prime Xftriister for deciding a question which they 
themselves could not and impeaching the award us gnwsly unfair, and 
candemiiing the nominated character of the representatives of (he 
Moslem c<immunity and depressed classes as men of pronounced com- 
munal views. This reminds me of the Bengali pniverb “giving up the 
patient strike the tHT Ytflf We might not agiwe 

with the award in matters of detail; we might be dissatisfied (and really 
we are) that the number of seats allocated to the depresiie<] claMies in 
the Bengal legislature has not been given in proportion (o their popu- 
lation, but we must thank Mr. Macdonald, the BritiahjCabinet and 
His Majesty's tiovemment for keeping an unbiased mind in giving the 
oommunai decision from the undue influence of the Congress and of 
Ihoae who wanted to resist our legitimate claims at the cost of their 
lifm and who fondly claimed to represent the depressed classes although 
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the people concerned with regard to whom the claims were made 
invariably and emphatically denied the representative character of 
those gentlemen. Anglo-Indians, Europeans, Moslems and depressed 
classes practically 90 per cent, of the people of Bengal — all claimed for 
separate electorate and they have got it. 

[Here the member, having reached his time-limit, resumed his seat.] 

Rtvarand B* A> NAG: Sir, I would like to say on behalf of the 
Indian ('hristiau community that we are grateful to the Prime Minister 
for giving m the change of choosing our own representatives to thia 
Council. Even Sir John Simon with all his inclination to congregational 
ideas failed to suggeht elH-iion for the Indian Christian community in 
Bengal, but suggested nomination. We are, therefore, grateful to the 
Prime Minister that he has given us this chance. But, Sir, separate 
electorate was not wanted by any of the Indian Christians in Bengal 
or anywhere else in India except in Madras: That has been thrust 
upon us against our will. While our representatives are to be elected 
through separate communal electorate, jnore than half the number of the 
Indian Christians are to vote in the general electorate. I, therefore, 
think, Sir, that the defect which is there, may be remedied immediately 
il the representatives of the Indian Christian ( ommunity also, therefore, 
come through the general electorate with reserx’ution of seats. t)ne more 
word and 1 have done. I believeall the members of this (^ouiicil will agree 
tliat m the matter of etluc^ution <»f women our (tnnmiinity heads the list. 
In fact, if the Director of Public Instruction were here, he would have 
told you that the Edu<‘uti<»n Department lor women is run mostly by the 
Indian Christian ladies and yet. Sir, there is no representation of Indian 
Christian women while all other Indian (omnuinities have been given 
seats for their women. Dur happy brethren, the Muhammadans, have 
been given two. May I. for the M*ke of equity, appeal that they might 
give us one seat^ Sir, this is something important Wause I believe 
there are few Muhammadan ladies who would eome to the Council. That 
IS a thing that ought to be gone into and if we have at lea.st one seat for 
our women, we shall be satisfied. 

Mft K. Ot RAV GHOWDHURY: All representatives of labour 
throughout the country have strongly supiairted joint electorate and 
condemned separate elw'torate. My colleagues Mr. Joshi and Mr. Siva 
liao. members of the Round Table Conference, have made repeated 
denuinds in favour of joint electorate and even advcK'ated adult franchise 
and no special electorate. The Premier's award has, therefore, come to 
us as a great surprise. Constituencies framed on communal, reltgiona 
or racial grounds are bound to wreck any political lonstitution in anf 
part of the world. I would certainly favour economic basis at the 
stiongesi foundation of real democracy. We are, therefore, grateful to 
the Piemier---a cluuapioii of the labouring classes— ‘that he has not ponfol 



COMlIUNiJL^AWABD. 


147 


im4 

poi«oii in the cup of labour And granted m joint electorate, We hope 
to proee hy our work through theee joint elertoratee that economic intereei 
adeaneea real nationalism and that religioua and racial repreaentation 
mnet retard nationalism and democracy. Regarding repreeentatijon of 
labour, every committee and coniminisiou, the I^^thiau Committee, the 
Whitley Commission, has pressed our claim very strongly, hut the labour 
Premier has not translated all that we claimed into action. In Hengml 
We find nineteen seats have l»een given to commerce, five to landltknls and 
only eight seats to la)M)ur. In Assam, pniverhiiilly the most capitalist- 
ridden, where liihour is almost helpless, commerce has l>een given eleven 
•eats, while lahoiii is only given four. The total seats given 
to t'ommerce, n:., industries and trading community, for all 
provincial legislatures are .Vr, landholders 4tl, while hilKuii gets only 41* 
I ho|>e. Sir, the Premier will rectify this anomaly iind face facts. 

According to the Ix)thian rejmrt, there are five million workerM 
employed in organised industries Iresides thirty millions of agricultural 
employees. Forty-one seut.s mean l?oO,(KH) per lalwmr constituency. 
This is wrong as ctim}tared with oo employees' seat to represent perhaps 
55,000 employers in all. 


•if* PRESIDENT: Order, order, the time-limit is reached. The 
mctfion iH lalkecl our 1 am very surry I had to clisiippoint inanv iiiemlM*rs 
who wanted to •^peuk ; hut. within the time at mv d^posal, 1 could not 
do anything Itetter. I tried my level hesl to pick up s|mkesmen from 
almost ail (he different grcjup*c in this House, representing different 
comiminities and interests. 


Adjournmtfit. 

The Council was (hen adjourned till d p.m., on Thursday, the* 25th 
August, 10d2, at the Council House, Calcutta. 
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Proceedingi of the Bengal Legislative Council assembled under 
the provisions of the Government of India AcL 

Thk CocNrii. met in the Council Chamber in the Council House, 
Calcutta, on Thursday, the 25th Aujfust, 1932, at 3 p.ni. 


Mr. President (the Hon’ble Raja Sir Manmatha Nath Eat 
CHAUmiuKi, KT., of Suntosh), in the Chair, the four Hon’ble Members 
of the Executive Council, the three Hon’hle Ministers and 108 nominated 
and elec ted members. 


STARRED QUESTIONS 
(to which oral answers were given) 

Technical school at Bankura. 

M31. Babu SATYA KINKAR SAHARA: ia) Is the Uon'ble 
Minister in i har^^e ol the A^rm ulture and Industries Department 
aware 

tO that the artisan (das-ses foim a ^on^iderable portion of the jieojde 
of the distru t of Rankura; ami 

ill) that the want of a technical m hiK>l in the town of Bankura is 
keenly felt by the juM>pley 

{h) If the an.swer to (a) is in the affirmative, wall the Hon’ble 
Minivster l>e [4ss«e<l to state wdiat steps, if an\ , the (fovernment have 
taken or are taking* for starting a twhnical school at Bankura? 

(c) Are the (iovernment considering the desinibility of ccmverting 
the Bankura Zilla School into a technical st lund? 

MINIiTER in ehvgo of AGRICULTURE tntf INDUSTRIEB 
OERARTMENT (tho Hon’hlo Nawcb K. C. M. Farm|uit KhM 
BAhMiur); (a) (i) Tea. 

(iV) Go%'ernment are not aware of this. There i» an aided junior 
technical s<'hwd at Vishnupur, which is not far from Bankura, wh«^ 
there h still room for more students. 
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( 6 ) It is the present policy uot to start GoTemment technical 
•choolt in the districts but to stimulate technical education primarily 
by a system of frrants-in*aid. 

(c) No. 


SATYA KINKAR SAHAHAs Will the Hon'ble Minister be 
pleased to state what fa<'ilities. if any, are j^^iveii tti jM>orer studeiits for 
education in the Vishiiupur Terhnical Srh<M»ly 

Tht Hoffi'ble Nawab K. C. M. FAROQUIt Khan Rabaibir: 1 am 

not ill a p<KiticMi it* answer that. Thin is « tniveriiiiieiitmitici) piixiite 
school and the iiicmher may refer to the fbneriiiii^ Hotly of the school. 

Babu SATYA KINKAR SAHANA; Will the lloiride Minister be 
please<i to state mth reference to answer on {n) how many seats are 
racant in that in*ttitution at Vishnupiiry 

Tha Hon’bla Nawab K. C. M« FAROQUI, Khan Bahadur: 1 want 

aotice. 


Bhulua Ctlata, Noakbali. 

M22. Babu HEM CHANDRA ROY OHOUDHURI: {a) Is the 

Bon'ble .Member in (hui^e «»i the !{e%enite Department uwate 

{ 1 } that tin* titl ukditrs ami tannndarg <*f the Noakliali tlisirict are 
in ^'■reat tiislress for in*t l*<Mn|r aide to pay their revenue and 
rent ttaiiif; to non>realisatiou of their dues from the tenants; 

ill) that there i" a lar^^e numiKT <*f taluk* within the Hhtilua 

Kstate, Noakhuli. whieh is now managed by the C^jurt of 
Wards, am! 

(Ml) that a repreM^ntation on WhaJi of the Ijandhoblers* Asmxuation, 
Noakhali, was submitted liefore the Hon’ble Meiiilier, Hoard 
of Hevenue, duriiifr hi** last visit to the said town praying 
for some relief to the taluhlar* and zamnalarxy 

Will the Hon'lde Memlier l>e jdeased to lay on the table a copy 
if the said i e presen tat i on ? 

ir) Will the Hon'ble Member be pleased to state what relief, if any, 
las been or is proposed to be ^rranteil to the proprietors and talukAnn 
inder the Hbulua Kstate and tenure-holders under kkm mahal? 

id\ Is the Hon'ble Memlier aware that the talukdar* under the 
ilmlua Estate are not excused from payment of interest even if they 
Eiidke voluntary* payments of their rents every six months in the year? 
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( 0 ) the Hoirble Member aware that a large number of rent suits 
filed in the Munsif'sTiurfH of Noakhali in the month of April last has 
been allowed to f>e dismissed for not being able to pay sufficient court- 
fees? 

(/} Will the Ilon^ble Member be pleased to lay on the table a state- 
ment showing the amount of interest realised from the patnidart of the 
Bhulua Estate during the year 1.338 B.S.? 


MEMBER in charge of REVENUE DEPARTMENT (the Hon’blf 
•ir ProYtsh Chundor Mittor): {a) (<) ( olle(;tions have not been good 
and some of the ztiimndant and talnkdan have been unable to paj* their 
revenue and rent. 

(ii) and (hi) Yes. 

(b) A copy is placed on the table. 

(c) (/) The zamtHilars have l>een given as niufh time as possible 
to pay revenue and cess, and exem]>tiou tees have l>een made nominal. 
In a few cases there have l»een exemptions on part payment. 

(2) All the patutiiarg have lieen exctise<l the payment of interest 
|)rovided they pay rent in three instalments at least 15 days before the 
revenue knt» (d June, September and January. 

(J) All k/i(/g mahal tenants were excused interest for 1*338 B.8. 
and half interest for 1.337 B.S. pi-ovided they paid rents before January, 
1932. 

id) Ortuin tolukdarg have always been excused and the concession 
has been extended to all the /Htlnidurg this year as stated in the reply 
to (r). 

(e) No. 

if) 'Ihe interest realised was ul»out U>. G,5t)0. 


Copp of the rtprt'grntotion n'frrred to in cUiuar ih) to starred qU€ttiofh 

Xo. 132. 

To the Hon’ble Mr. F, A. c.i.F., i.r..s., Meml>er, Board of 

Keveuue. Bengal. 


Sir, 

We, the undersigne<l on behalf of the Noakhali liondholders* Associa- 
tion, beg leave to approach your Honour with the following sub- 
missions;^ — 

1. That the ttiinkdars under the Bhulua Estate which is being 
xnanageil by the Court of Wards are all p*itntdar* and their rents art 
realiml by petition under Regulation Till of 1819. 
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2. nut ibe conoeMioQ by way af exemption from ih« payment 
of mtaraai on arream of current demand that you were graciauily 
ideased to make with respect to those titlukdars who would pay their 
rents Id days before each of the four hits for payment of land revenue, 
is quite inadequate in as much as ver>* few ialnkdars can practically 
aeail of this concession as it is impossible for them to collet t rents from 
their tenants in four kists. 


3. That the only i^insideratiou shown to the defaulting pro« 
prietors and the khns nuthal tenure-holders hv way of taking smaller 
amount as penalty, is not emuigh to save them during the present 
crisis. 


4. That It IS a well-known fact that many of the landholders are, 
for want of neces.*iary funds^ unable to sue their tenants in arrears for 
3 or 4 years: that owing to insufficient rains the prospe<‘t of crt>ps of 
this year is alsfi very gloomy. 

Under the « in um.staiices we l»eg to make the following suhmissions 
for ymir homoir’s favourable consideration : — 


(i) That intere'^t for the current year's demand l>e remitted to all 
the p*tttiuiitrs who make voluiitarv payments of their dues. 

(ii) That at It'U'it nix months* time from each list date he allowed 
to all proprietors and tenure-holders for payment of cessea without 
charging any interest. 

(ill) That tlie paMoeiit of arrears of cesses W not insistwl on from 
the defaulting proprietors or tenure-holders who w'unt to save their pro- 
perty from sale hy payment of arrears of revenue only. 

itr> That with respect to the realisation of arrears from the khas 
ifuihdil tenure-holders, reiourse he liud to the provisions of the T*uhlic 
Demands Iteiovery Act instead of those of the Hevenue Sale Laws. 

(r) That in all cases before taking any step under the Public 
Demands Recovery Act for realisation of cesses, etc., warning not ire hy 
post card l>e given to the defaulters. 

(n) That in rase of heavy arrears of cesses recourse l»e had for 
realisation of tho^e arrear** to s«»f tion 99 of the (Vss Act with ri*epect to 
part or whole of the defaulting e^^tute or tenure as the owner thereof may 
apply. 

(wt) Tliat the charge of the estate of those proprietors who apply, 
be taken over by the Court of Wards. 

(vMi) That your Honour be pleased to move the f Government for 
taking steps to amend the Cess Act w ith a view to relieve the proprietors 
from the inequitable obligation and responsibility of realisation and 
payment of cesses due by fife tenants s|»ecially when the agency of the 
union boards established throughout the province be availed of for tba 
purpose. 
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(wr) That your Honour be pleased to use your influence with the 
Government not to g^ive effect to the Education Cess Act in this district 
till lietter times come. 

We have the honour to be. 
Sir, 

Your most obedient servants, 
(Sd.) Natendra Kishore Roy and others. 


Noakiialt, 

Thi :iiHh Juuf, m2. 


Zaninidar, J)fi hi bazar. 


Baby HEM CHANDRA ROY CHOUDHURI: Ih the Hon ble 

Member aware with reference io answer (r) (2) that no pafnidar has 
been able to avail of these coiiceshions owin|^ to the fact that it is 
impossible for them to pay rents in the months of June, September and 
January y 


TIm Hofi'ble Sir PROVASH CHUNDER MITTER: 1 am not aware 

of this. But the zamtndarit also reijiiire reasonable protection by the 
Court t»f Wards. 


Babu HEM CHANDRA ROY CHOUDHURI: Is the Honble 
Member aware that usually in the month of June there i> no collection 
by juit ntdarnY 

Tha Hoii*bit Sir PROVASH CHUNDER MUTER: IWbly. 


AgrioulUiral diatrtii in Naakhali. 

MSS. BiiNi HIM CHANDRA ROY CHOUDHURI: {a) Is the 

Hon’ble MemWr in charjre of the Revenue Department aware — 

{i) that tius crops of the Noakhali district have failed for want of 
sufficient rains; 

(iV) that people are starving in the different parts of the district; 
and 

(fit) that the Collector being approacheil by (he peciple has promised 
to move the Government for necestjary helpK 

{b) If the answer to (a) (tti) is in the affirmative, will the Hon'ble 
Member lie pleased to state what sort of help, if any, the GovemmeAt 
propose to render to the distressed people? 
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TIi9 iiflinMt Sir FROVASH OHUNOffI MITTIIIS (a) (i) Tlier«^ 

ba« failure of the nui erop in mme part» of the dietriot. 

(ii> No, 

(ill) The Collector has applied to OoTernment through tha Com- 
znissioner. 

ih) A sum of R«. 30,<XK) has Wn allotted for agricultural loans a» 
a first instalment. Money will l>e provided also for test relief works- 
and gratuitous relief if neceswnry. 

Khan Bahadur Mauivi AZIZUL HAQUE: Will the Hon hle Member 
be pleased to state how is it that |K*ople are not starving and yet test 
relief works have In'en stnrtetl h' 

The Hofi*hlt Sir PROVASH CHUNOER MITTER: IWause thc^ 
general (*ondition is bat!. I have not stated that test relief works have 
been started, but that the\ nill lie started if neressary, 

Khan Bahadur Mauivi AZIZUL HAQUE: Will the Hoirble Member 
be pleased to state how he will ielie\e the ditliculties of the people if 
test relief w(»rks are not ^tarted}' 

Tha Hon’bla Sir PROVASH CHUNDER MITTER: We must work 

under the h'auiine Code as it stainis now. 

Babu HEM CHANDRA ROY CHOUDHURI: With reference to 
answer (o’ in i will the H<urble Member be pleased to state what is the 
basis of his information? 

Tha Hon’bla Sir PROVASH CHUNOER MITTER: The Collector^ 
the Commissioner and the Iw'al officers. 

Bahu HEM CHANDRA ROY CHOUDHURI: Will the Hon ble 

MemWr be pleased to state whether he rw'eived any report from tho 
Collector to that effect? 

Tha HotVIlla Sir PROVASH CHUNDER MITTER: The last report 
was from the t'ommissioner. 

Khan Bahadur Mauivi AZIZUL HAQUE: Will the Hon ble Member 
be pleased to state wdiat steps have l>een taken to revise the Famine 
Code as pronaised by him alwiut three years back? 

Tha HaiPhIa Sir PROVASH CHUNOER MITTER: 1 did not 

promise. Alb that I promised w as that 1 would consider the questiois 
of roviston after making due inquiries. It w^as not possible ond^ 
proaent conditions to undertake the revision. 
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•alNl HIM CHANDRA ROY CHOUDHURI: May I inquire how 
snany reports the Hon’ble Member has jrot from the Collector? 

The Hofi’ble Sir PROVASH CHUNDER HITTER: I ^ant notice. 

KKail Bahadur Mauivi AZIZUL HAQUE: Will the Hon^ble Member 
be prepared to take a few members of the House into confidence in order 
to take suitable steps for revising the Famine Code.^^ 

Tha HotPbia Sir PROVASH CHUNDER HITTER: If the revision 
is taken in hand no doubt the members of the House will be taken into 
confidence. The hon’ble memb€*r must, however, remember that the 
matter is an all-India concern and under the new constitution it will be 
open to the members to take up this question. 

Khan Bahadur Hauivi AZIZUL HAQUE: Will the Hon'ble Member 
be pleased to state whether cannrit change the Famine Code without 
reference to the Government of India? 

Tha HofPbli Sir PROVASH CHUNDER HITTER: That is my 
impression; but I should like to have notice (»f the question. 


Raaliaation of motor aahiolaa tax in tho Comilla Sadar tubdiwision. 

M34. Hauivi SYED OSHAN HAIDER CHAUDHURI; {a) Will 
the Hon’hle Minister in clmrge of the I seal Self-Government Depart- 
ment Ih* pleased to lay on the table a statement showing — 

(i) the total numlier of nmtor vehicles, e.g. — 

tD private curs, 

(2) tami fKseaters. and 
(.1) buses, 

together with the total amount of tax im|>09ed on them ia 
the (^omilla Sadar sulnlivision ; 

(ii) the total amount of tax realised up to the 1st July, 1932; and 
(m) the amount of tax left unrealised up to the 1st July, 1932? 

(b) With reference to the words **kepC’ and *'lteep^’ in section 
^ 4 ) attb-a4M?tions (A and (ti), respectively, of the Bengal Motor Tehtdes 
Tax Act, 1932, published in the Tolcwlfo Gmettt of the 24th March, 
1932, will the Hon'hle Minister V pleased to state whether the worda 
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"kept” «r “kwp” hare be«n int«rprft*d by OoTeramaiit or thw 
t^cen aa including broken, dnmngwl or under repair or unaerviceaW* 
notor vehicled? 

(r) Are the Govemiiieiii <H>iitemplatin)?^ the exemption of oernera of 
•wch motor vehicles from payin^r taxes uiuler the liengal Motor 
Vehicled Tax Act. 19.T.>? 

MINISTER in otMirgo of LOCAL •ELF.COVERHMiHT DEPART- 
MENT (tho Hofi’bio Mr. BiJoy Pnoad Singh Roy): in A state- 

ment is laid on the table. 

(it) K». 1.3504i. 

(ill) Ks. if the t|iiestion refers to the taxes that remaiiie<l to be 

paid out of those assessed for the first quarter of the financial year. 

(h) and <r) Difficulty has l>eeii experienced in interpretin^r the worda 
and it is pro|x^se<l to amend them in the Motor \ chicles lax Amend- 
ment Bill already introduced in this ('ouncil. 

StaUmmi referrf^fi to in Me anMwrr to clause {a) (i) of Marred qucMinn No. !S4. 



Ammshm**! bv 

.Still tiiub'r 

Totnl. 


July Ut. 

an 



July l«t. 


Pnv»t*» rwrti 

11* 

17 


Titxw 

14 

27 

41* 

Hiuks 

2a 

41 

«7 

Tolwl 

Aft 


144 


•Out uf wlurh H an* r* TIm' tax |>ayable t»y oars alo^ady aaaaaaeti for 

Of>« ytMkf would U’ Hi* if thi -y rontuuMMl to \w> kopt <»r upmsI 


Lot# Anil OMf in imdortriil pHtonor. 

MSS. Mr. NARENORA KUMAR BASU: (a) Will the Him'ble 
Membtir iu char^ of the Political (Jaila) Depwrtment be pleimed to 
•fate whethei the fact that Anil Bahu “looked queer" on the llth 
June waa teported to the jail authorities by the Diatrict Intellitrenco 
Branch Inai#ec4or or Additional Su|ierinU*ndent ? 

(h) la there any reconl in any diwument that he waa "looking 
queer" or "loitkintc craxy" before he appeared liefore the Hubdiviiional 
Officer on the 13th June and complained of maltreatment? 

\€) Waa theie any medical obaervation aa directed by the Siibdivi^ 
•kNud Officer tnade between the 13th and the 15ih June? 

(d) Did the Medical Officer of the jail report on the 15th Jane 
tikll AbB Babn waa showing signs of insanity? 
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(e) Did the Superintendent of the jail report on the 16th Jim» 
that *‘thii man in probably feigning: inaanity** ? 

(/) I>id the Medical Officer ask for immediate action to enable hilB 
to ascertain the mental condition? 

(g) Wa« this report placed l>efore the Subdivisional Officer befcm 
the 17th June? If not, who was responsible for the delay? 

(A) Did Anil Babu’s mother make a rejwesentation to the District 
Hagistnile on the 15th June asking for projier treatment for him 
either in the jail or outside? 

(i) Did the District Magistrate send a reply on the 20th Juno 
stating “the mutter is receiving attention^? 

MEMtER in ohorgo of POLITICAL (JAILS) DEPARTMENT (tho 
Hon’blo Sir Provith Chunder MIttor): (o) and {hi Xo. But there is 
a statement in tlie senior Sub> Assistant Surgeon’s leport b(M>k, dated 
the 12th June. 19d2, to the effect that undertrial prisoner Anil Das had 
be4Mi showing sigijs of inHuiiity. Xo <‘omplaint of maltreatment was 
made and therefore tlu're was nc» re<*ord of alleged maltreatment. 

(r) and (th) Yes. The Medical Offiit^r remarked in the observation 
register for lunatics on the mental (’ondition of Anil Das and reijorted 
on loth June, I9d2, to the SulKlivisional Dtficer that he was showing 
signs of insanity and asked for descriptive loll to asciutain his jwevious 
mental ('ondition. 

(cl \(*s. The Su]H»rintendent who is not a mc'dicul man formed 
the o{finion that the prisoner was |>i‘(d>ably feigning insanity. 

(/) The Medi('al Officer a.sked for the i>revious history sheet of 
undertrial Anil Ih»» on the 15th June, IfhTJ. 

(g) Yes. 

{ft) Yes, such an application was sent to the District Magistrate 
on the 15th dune. The District Magistrate was away on tour from 
early on the lUth June until the 18th June. 

{i) Yes. This w'as an ordinary acknowledgment and had no special 
reference to the contents of the petition. 

Mr. NARENDRA KUMAR BAiU; With refereiu'e to answers (a) 
and {h) will the Hon’ble MemWr W pleaserl to state how is it that in 
the official communique it has Iumuj accepted by (Government that Anil 
Babu looked queer on the 11th June when no report to this effect waa 
•ubmitied by the District Intelligence Branch Inspector or Additional 
Superintendent to the jnil authorities P 

Tlw iir PROVAtH CHUNDER MITTERs I have alrendy 

answered that 
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Mr. MARENDRA KUMAR BAiU: The aniiwer in **iio/* But 
there i» e itatement in the tieiiior Sul^Aajiiititant*ti report IhkiIc^ dateil the 
12th June, 11132, to the effect that iiit<iertrial prisoner Anil Dan had 
been shoirtng nignj* of insanity. What I want to know i» — how. if the 
fact that Anil Babu luoke<l queer on the 11th June was not reportetl by 
the Diatrict Intelligence Bruiuh Inspe<'tor or Additional Superin- 
tendent, that finds place in the official communique issued on the 
subject ? 

Tht HOfi’Me Sir RROVASH CHUNOER MITTER: From t he 
answer it will appear that the MtHliiul ttflicer reported to the Subdi%‘i- 
aioual (Officer and perhaps the inforiiiation might have been given by 
the Subdivisioiial Officer. But 1 jnust ask for notice if further 
information is wanted. 

Mr» NARENORA KUMAR BASU* Uii a point of order, Sir. On 
a previo\is <M*cusio!i, five or six days ago when the first q\iestion regard- 
ing the (foveruiiient « oniniuni<|ue was put. these questions uer<^ not 
there. Xow liow can I again give notice of the .same question in the 
same .vessiun Y 

Mr. PRESIDENT: You have alread> asked a supplementary 
question. The only point which you can make out is that no answer has 
In^en given ti> \nur Hupphuneiitarv question. But as regards that the 
Hon'bie Mcinlict has ij<»t declined to utisuer but has asketl for notice of 
the ijuestion 

Mr. NARENORA KUMAR BASU: Mv suhinission is that c»ii that 
supplementary (juestion the iiotride Member wants notice; but that 
question bus already b«H*ii put to the (Government and the answer was 
that Ooverniuent v^us satisfieil about the Htaiemcnts made in the 
communique. Therefore, Sir, how can 1 give notice of another question 
on the same subject in the sam«> M*ssion ^ 

Mr. PRESIDENT: 1 do not quite follow jou. Can you, Sir 
Provash ? 

Tht HofPINt Sir PROVASH CHUNDER MITTER: Neither can I. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: What is your difficulty!^ 

Mr. NARENORA KUMAR BASU: My supplementary question 
was that in view of the answer **no** in in) how was it that in spite of 
the fact that the District Intelligence Branch inspector or Additional 
Supf^intendent had not reported that Anil Bahu looked queer on the 
11th June, that thing found a place in the communique about which 
OoiHenimeiit said that they were satisfied os to its correctness,^ 
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Mr« IPREIiDENT: The Hon'ble Member I take it wanta to nuike 
further inquiry and further aatiafy himself as to the accuracy and 
validity of that statement— he, perhaps, wants to investigate more 
closely to satisfy you; but, are you satisfied, Mr. Basu? 

Mr. NARENDRA KUMAR BASU: 1 am not satisfied, but if that 
is the ruling 1 am bound to remain content. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: You place the Chair in a difficult position. If 
the Hon*ble Member wants notice of a question according to tha rules 
be is entitled to it. 

Mr. NARENDRA KUMAR B|1SU: With regard to (d) and (f) on 
the 15th June did the Mwlical Officer ask for the previous history-sheet 
of undertrial prisoner Anil Basu or did he do it when asking for 
immediate action to enable him to ascertain his mental condition? 

Tho HOfl’bl# Sir PROVASH CHUNDER MITTER: He did ascer- 

tain ns already answercnl; but having done he also wanted further 
information. 

Mr. NARENDRA KUMAR BASU: Did or did not the Medical 
Officer say that he wante<l immediate at tiou to be taken in regard to the 
prisoner? 

Tha Hoii’hio Sir PROVASH CHUNDER MITTER: I think I have 
already answered that question. 

Mr. SYAMAPROSAD MOOKERJEE: Will the lion ble Member 

be pleased to state why tliis prisoner was taken to Lalhagh thana? 

Tha Hon'hlt Sir PROVASH CHUNDER MITTER: That does not 
concern my dcparlnient. so 1 have no idea. 

Mr. SYAMAPROSAD MOOKERJEE: Is the Hon ble Member 

aware that in the (lovertimeut communique it is stated that the prisoner 
was taken to Lallmgh ns the kotutah was stuffy? 

The HMi'bM Sir PROVASH CHUNDER MITTER; I cennot 

answer that Wause that does not concern my department. I believe 
there is another question which is addressed to the Hon'ble Member in 
charge of the department concerned on the same subject. 

Mr. SYAMAPROSAD MOOKERJEEl Shall we have to wait tiU 

that queetion is answered? (Pause.) 
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Will lli^ Han*ble Member be pleaeed to eUte why the motber of the 
prisoner or his people were not informed of the condition of the prisoner P 

Tlw HOffMt Sir PEOVASH CHUNDCR MITTiE: 1 believe that 
they were informeil about tlie iH»st~mortem examination. 

Mr* SYAMAPROSAD MOOKERdCEs That they were informed 
after his death. 

TKo Hoffi*blo Sir PROVAtH CHUNOER MITTERt As you will 
find from the rommiiniijiie, his condition suddenly became serious, 

Mr. SYAMAPROSAO MOOKERdEE: Will the Hon ble Member 

be pleased to state when his condition liecame serious h 

Tht Hofi*bl« Sir PROVAtH CHUNOER MITTER: On the day of 

his death. 

Mr. SYAMAPROSAO MOOKERdEE: Were any steps taken ter 
inform hu* mother tu* other relativt^sj' 

Tht Htfi’bit Sir PROVAtH CHUHDER MITTER: There was ncy 
time to jfive in format iiui earlier. 

Mr. SYAMAPROSAO MOOKERdEE: IWs the llon'lde Member 
approxe of the comiuct of the ofti<’ers loncernedP 

The Hon’bit Sir PROVAtH CHUNOER MITTER: Not having 
further facts l>efore me it is difficult to soy. The officer- in -charge has to 
deal with over 2,tKK) jirisoners and it will be impossible for him to 
inform the relatives of the prisoners <»f their illness as soon ns they fall 

ill. 


Mr. SYAMAPROSAO MOOKERdEE: How many caaea of aucli 
insanit> have (W’curred during the term of office of the Hon*bIe Metnlmr. 

Tht Hofi'bit Sir PROVAtH CHUNOER MITTER: I do not 

remember any other case hut on investigation I found that hia father 
who was a sul>-registrar had to retire before time on that very ground 
and he died poaatbly of that diaeaae. 

Khali RahaAir Maiilvi AZIZUL HAQUE: In view of the atatement 
of the Hon’ hie Member that the officer c^mceriied haa to deal wiib over 
2,000 priaonera, may 1 inquire if all of them have ahoirn tigna of 
initnitj f 
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ThO iir PROVASH OHUNDER MITTER: If the officer 

ban to report to the relativen in all canes of illness it will be Very 
^difficult for him to manage his work. 


,3-20 p.iii. 

Mr. EHANTI SHEKHARE8WAR RAY: Will the Hon’ble 
Memlwr be pleased to state if it in the practi«‘e to record allegations of 
ill-treatment in the Sub-Artsistant Surgeon’s report book? 

TN HmPMo Sir PR0VA8H OHUMDER MITTER: No. But if 

.such allegations were made, they would be attended to. 

Mr. NAREMDRA KUMAR RAfU: With reference to answer (g), 
will the Jfon’ble Member be plea.sed to state when the report was placed 
before the Subdivisional Officer? 

Tho Hon'blt Sir PROVASH CHUNDER MITTER: 1 have got the 
papers with me, but 1 would like to have notice. 

Mr. NARENORA KUMAR BA8U: On a point of order. Sir. My 
original (juestion was: wa.s this report placed Icefore the Subdivi.sional 
Officer before' the 1 7th June and the answer is >("4. Now when I asked 
u supplementary tjue'stitm as to wheui the report was plneod before the 
Subdivi-sional Oftieer, his answer is that he xuuild a^k for notice. 

Tht Hon’ble Sir PROVASH CHUNDER MITTER: 1 could answer 
that tlint it was sent on the loth June, or so, but 1 am doiibtful whether 
that would be an accurate answer, and lluit is \Oiy I wanted notice. 
Surely, I cuiifiot carry everything in my head! 


PfOt-martam axamiruitiofi of undortrial prisonor Anil Das. 

MSS. Mr. NARENORA KUMAR BASU: (a) Will the llon’bie 
MemlM*r in charge of the Political (Jails) Dejxirtment he pleased to 
state — 

(i) bow long after uiulertrial jwisoner Anil Balm's death in the 
Dacca Jail wa« the pott mortrm examination held; and 

(fi) whether it haa been medically ascertained that mere con- 
gestion of the brain without any reference to its origin 
can be regarded according to medical opinion as an immedi- 
ate cause of death due to natural causes? 

(h) Has it been medically ascertained what was the signtScaace of 
the presence of froth in the mouth and nostrils in this case? 



QUESTIONS. 


lit 


im,] 


{r) Boir wiui tkiti condition astiocinted witli iho congotitlon of tho 
lirain wkicli according to the post mortem report waa reapiinmble lor 
death!' 

{d) What was the reason for the omission in the report of any 
mention of the lungs^ right auricle, the tongue^ the mt»uth. the brain 
tissue and the cervical vertebrae and tissues of the necky 

{e) Has it Ihm'Ii tnetlicanv asrertained what is the dt*ath 

in which the jiresence of froth in the mouth and nostrils is commonly 
associatetl with fongtvstioii tif the bniin!' 

(/) When did Babti Anil Kumar Ihis have his last meal!' What 
did it t'onsist of^ 

(ff) Was any iiuiuirv made by the Distrii't Magistrate l»efi»re 
stating that “the de<*ease«l was not tiialtreatiHl in any way while in 
polite custody and the allegation that he was IwHiten is entirely false*'!* 
(h) If the answer to {g) is in the affinnutive, will the Htm*ble 
Member be pleased to state when and by whom the imjuiry was 
made Y 


Thn Hofi’bto Sir PftOVAtH CHUNOKR MITTIR: (n) u) This 

undertrial [»i'iHnii«‘r dietl on the I7lh June, at p.m. and post- 

mortem examination on the iMidy was held on the same day lH»twt‘t»ii 
0-4H pin. aini T-«W) p.in 

ill) Yen. 

( h) Yes. It ha*. nc» s|ie<’ial signifieanee. 

(r) Th<^ eff<H*t (rf congestion of the brain. 

id) The> were found healthy. 

<>> Yt's. llespimtory failure. 

(f) The last meal which be took was on the 1 7th when he was fed 
on medicjil ud\ic'e w*ith the following: — 

^ seer milk, I cliattaks of ccKikcsl Iwrley water, two eggs (raw), 
1 chat ink sugar. 

(g) and ih) Y'es. Inc^uiries were made bv the Distric-t Magis- 
trate on the IHth, 10th and 20th June, 1032. 


Mr. NARENDRA KUMAR RAtU: Will the Hon*ble Member be 
pieA«ed to state with refereni'e to answer if) bow, if this man took food 
mi 2-55 p.m. and the post^Trurriem was held cm bis body on the same da.v 
between tPI8 and 7-^K) p,m.. it would l>e possible for the examination to 
•bow that not only his stomach, but alac> bis la:ge and small intestines 
were both emptyf 
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Ttm Hmi’M Sir PROVASH CHUNDER HITTER: Not being a 
medical man it in ditfi<'ult for me to ansacr that question. 

Mr. NARENDRA KUMAR BAtU: Will the Hoti'ble Member be 
pleased to state how the fact that he took meals a few hours before his 
death is coiiHonant with the fa<’t disclosed in the post-mortem examina- 
tion that the man had no tood for at least 72 hours before he died!' 

The Hofi'bU Sir PROVASH CHUNDER MITTER: Not being a 
medical man, it is difficult for me to answ’er that question. 

Mr. SYAMAPROSAO MOOKERJEE. With reference to answer 
(p), is the Hoirble Meml>er aware that the piisoner (omplained l>efore 
the court that he was maltreated bv the Police** 

The Hoffi'ble Sir PROVASH CHUNDER MITTER: 1 have read 
that ill the newspapers, but it being not my department, I am unable to 
answer that ()uestiou. 

Mr. SYAMAPROSAD MOOKERJEE: Is the Hon ble Member 
aware tliat the tiovernment communique did not satisiy the public mind 
on that (piestion at allP 

(No answer, t 


Narhpangii^J Mimioiiiality. 

*137. Mr. ANANDA MOHAN PODDAR: {a) Is the Houble 
Minister in charge of the IxM-al Self-Goveniraent Department aware— 

(t) that the jKipulation of the Naniyiinganj Municipality is almvo 

aa.ooo; 

(if) that the annual income of the Narayanganj Municipality is 
ulMiut two lakhs of rupee**; 

(til) that the number of commissioners of the Narayanganj Muni- 
cipality is only 12 since its creation in 1876; and 

(ir) that the number of commissioners in most other municipaliiiet 
with lees pojHiIiition and lees income is above 18 V 

(fi) With reference to the reply given to the unstarred queation 9 
at the Council meeting held on the 2(Hh July. 1981, will the Hon'ble 
Minister lie pleased to state whether the report of the commiiaionera 
has reached the Oovemment by this time ? 
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(r) If tlie atwwer to (6) is in ibn affinnative, will ilifl Hon*U« 
liinister In* pleased to state what artion, if any, the Govemment pro- 
pose to take in the mutter ? 

Tfia Mr. BliOY PRAtAO tINCH ROYt {a) (i) to (i» 

Tea. 

(h) It is presuiiuni that the qu*»sti(>ii refera to the report of the 
Diviaionul (\mimissioner. 

This has rwu hetl (tovemmeiit. 

(ioveniiiieiit du not pii»|>o?»e to take aii\ uetioii in (he iiiiitter 
unless the luuiuripal roiuinisf<io»’ers at u meeting pass u resolution in 
favour of an intreaHi* in their nuniWr under *»ee(ion 9 of the Beiigtil 
Municipal Act. 


Tornado in Mymonaingh. 

Mas. Mauivi NUR RAHMAN KHAN EUtUFdlt (a) Is tho 

Hon'ble Memls‘r ui chaise of th€» Hc*venue l>o|>ttrtroent awatu* that in 
the €Nirl\ fKirt <if May, l^ldL^ a tftrnudo (mnscHl throug’h a numl>er of 
villajres in the M> nH’nMiijrh district rausin^ very serious loss to human 
lives, pnqM'fiieH, etc.? 

(h) If the answer to itt\ in in the affirmative, will the llon'lde 
Memls'r la* jdeastHl to lay on the table a statement showini^T — 

how niunv villuj^^es were afferted (heieby with the names of the 
villaffes ; 

(ill bow mariv fs*rsi>n» di<*d an a result of the said incident; 

(til) tot44) numWr of doiiu^ntic animals lost; and 

(ir) total value of the pn^fierties damaged I' 

(c) Is the Ilon’ble MemlKT aware that most of the jwHiple in the 
affected areas have l^ecome dwtitute and unable to recoup their posi- 
tion in the near future Y 

(d) What steps, if an>\ have lieen taken by Government to give aid 
to the sufferers and the distressecf in the affecte<l areas? 

(e) What is the total amount of money sfietift by Government in 
the matter of relief f 

(/) Have there been any private organisations of relief work in the 
affected localities? 
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TIM 8»r RIIOVASH CHUNDER MITTER: (a) Tes. 

(h) A Mtatcmeiit is laid on the table. 

(e) Damage to standing crops occurred only over a limited area 
and the general position is not laid. 

(d) llelief was organiseil and help rendered by all the available 
Government otficers and money was supjdietl for gratuitous relief and 
agricultural Iwins. 

(e) AlK)ut Us. 8, 0(H). 

(/) Yes. 


Statemetit referred to tn clause (h) of starred question \o. 13S, show- 
tnq the numher and names of vilJaqes affected, the number of per- 
sons who died, the number of domestic animals lost and the amount 
of damafje to property caused in the tornado at M ymensingh in 
May, m2. 

{b) (0 18, vi*., Ilambhadrapur. Naryanpur, Paniiiganj, Borerchar, 
Shamramimr, (1mr Asadin. Kalyaiipur, Kismat, ('har Jailkhana, 
Kashote, Khagdahnr, .Infarknnda, Dighinhar, Mirdhai^nua, Ihisjaira, 
Tenigai, Begunbnri, (iolgonda. 

(n) (U) deaths in the villages and 21 in the .Tail. 

(Ill) 800. 

(ir) 20,000 (exi luding damage to the Jail). 


Pritonm in Midnapom Cantnl Jail. 

MS8. Mr. R. HAITI s Oi) Will the Hon’ble Memlier in charge of 
the Political (Jails) Department W pleased to state whether it is a fact 
that one Hirendra Nath Dus Gupta, a convict, and one Ilaripada 
Bhattucharjya, a life c'onvict in the Ahsanullah munler case, and several 
others at present lodged in the Midnafiore Central Jail are being kept 
in the condemned cells during the night? 

{It) Im it a fact thwt no such punishment has been imposed upon them 
by the juil authorities for breach of any jail rules or discipline? 

(c) Will the Hon'ble Member be pleased to state under what 
authority and under whose orders they have been subjected to such 
punishments? 

(d) Ate the Government considering the desirability ol removing 
theee restrictions? 
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TIM Sir »OVMH OHUN0IR MITTtilt (d) No. 

{h) to (d) Bo not ori«e. 

Mr. iHANTI tHEKHAREtWAII RAY: Will th^ Honlilo MetnW 
be pleasetl to state if they were ever kept in these c^nulemned cells J* 

Thd Hon’bld Sir PR0VA8H CHUNDER MITTER: I am not 

aware of the fact. 

Mr. R. MAITI: With refereiue to niinwer (n) will the H«»n‘hle 
Member be please<i to state whether his answer is baseil tiiKUi any 
rep<*rf ami, if from \vht>m)^ 

Tho Hoffi’ble Sir PROVASH CHUNDER MITTER: 1 Kuppose it 

was based on loeal otfieers’ rejwirts. 


Muslim Girls* High School in Calcutta. 

MOO. Mauivi TAMIZUDOIN KHANs {n> With reference to the 
replN jri'en to -faireil ijuestion No. 72 at the (Vtuncil meetinir held on 
the 2dr<l February. H* i2. will the Hoii'hle Minister in c harffe of the 
Eduuitiou Depiti t loent Iw* pleaded to state whether the tlovenimeiit have 
ioiiie to a dtM lx ion as to the pro|i<iHal for the estiihlisliinent of a hi|afh 
Kiifs'lish SI hool toi Musltiii irirU in the eity of (’ahiitta? 

(/j* If not, when ean u deetsinri l>e eXjMM'ted J' 

MINISTER in charga of EDUCATION DEPARTMENT (tba 
Hoii*bla Mr. Khwaja Naiimuikiin) : (a) and {in The Director of 

Publu' Inst no tion has l>eeii aske<l to work out a detailed scheme show- 
ing lh«‘ financuii comiintments iiivohe<|. This will W examined by 
(yoverniueiit amb whtMi it is approved, it will be put into effect when 
funds can be provobnl. It is not |M»ssib1e, therefore, to say when a 
fiita] de<'isit>ii w ill Iw* reachetl. 

Mauivi TAMIZUDDIN KHANs Will the HoiFble Minister be 
pleaaeii to state when the Director of Public Instruction was asked to 
work out this detailed fcheine!' 

Tba Nan’blt Mr. KHWAM NAZIMUOOIN: I want notice. 

Mauivi TAMIZUDDIN KHANs Will the Hon^ble Mtnialer be 
fdeaeed to »tate bow long this mailer baa been peadtag before 
GoTeiuxaeat f 
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riii Hm^bl9 Mr. KHWA6A NAZIMUDDIN: Pending for 
(lometime. 

Kh«i Bahadur Maulvi AZIZUL HAQUE: WiU the Hon’ble 

Minister be pleased to state whether he would take up the question in 
Ihe next financial yearP 

Tha Hofi’bla Mr. KHWAJA NAZIMUDDIN: YVs. 

Mr. 8YAMAPR08AD MOOKERJEE: it not a fact that in 

CalcuUa there are many hi^h m hools which admit Muhammadan girls? 

Tha HOffbla Mr. KHWAJA NAZIMUDDIN: Ye^. there are. 

Khan Bahadur Maulvi AZIZUL HAQUE: Ih the Hon ble Minister 
aware that in some ol the ('uh utta s< hools Muhammadan girls could 
only be admitted by (’hanging their namosp 

(No answer.) 

Maulvi TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state w'hether there is provision for teaching Arabic and 
Persittu in any of those schools? 

Tha Hon'bla Mr. KHWAJA NAZIMUDDIN: I do not know; 
perhaps not. 

Khan Bahadur MUHAMMAD ABDUL MOMIN: Is the Hon ble 

Minister aw*nre that on this iic('ount Muhammadans ('onsider these high 
schoids unsuitable for their girls? 

Tha HaiPbla Mr. KHWAJA NAZIMUDDIN: If there is such a 
demand, provision would (ertamly be made. 

Khan Bahadur MUHAMMAD ABDUL MOMIN: But that is no 
answer at all, 

Mr. 8YAMAPR08AD MOOKERJEE: Will the Hou’ble Minister 
be pleased to consider the desirability ot making arrangements for 
awarding scholarships to the existing schools for teaching Arabic and 
Persian, where high schools c4innot be established? 

Tha Han’Wa Mr. KHWAJA NAZIMUDDIN: It is only a qnaaluMi 

of providing teachers. 
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Mn iVAMAraMAO MOaKIRJIis Will the Him^bl« Miiibt«r 
be pleaeed io eonftider making arrangemeatA for Dtudiea in tiiocie nuhjecta 
in the existing dchooU in Calcutta with the help of Ooveniment grant#* 
itt*aid ? 

The Mr. KHWAdA HAZIMUPDIN: There i» no mch 

propoaal before the Government noa^ 


Coalundo Chat charge. 

M41. Mayivi TAMIZUOOIN KHAN: Will the HoiCble Member in 
charge of the Cnblii' Work** (Kailwiiv^i Depiirtinent l>e pleu'ted to 
Rtate — 

(n whether a known Uh i h.irge” in realineil from i'\ery 

pa?t*»efiger to. from and through the Gonlundti (ilmt^ if ho, 
for what purfMine ; 

(u) wlielher the pna'ced** o| the eharge’* are hhiirtnl h\ the 

Railway admiiuHtration uinl ttie Steamer companien chiu- 
(erned; if ho, in what proportion; 

(NO the amount that huH Immui riH'eived each year by the Railway 
adminiHtrat ion on thin a<<*ount for the bint fi\e y<«arH or Icmh 
for which figures are available; and 

(MM how the H;inie htiH l»een expended!' 

MEMBER in charge of PUBLIC WORKB (RAILWAYS) DEPART- 
MENT (the Hoti’blo Mr. d. A. WooBhaad): (O A <//oi/ < harge of two 

annan ft>r ea^h -single journey ticket and four aniiitH for each return 
journey ticket in levie<l on puHH^uigern paaning Goalundo (ihut. Thin 
eharge in levied in order to meet the heavy expenwen involved in pn»vid- 
ing and maintaining facilities for paHHeiigern panning Goalundo Ghat — 
the nite of which has to la* fre<|uentlv shifted <rm accimiit of river condi- 
tions. 

(id The amount reahned is credited wdodly to the Rastern Bengal 
Railway. 

{itn 1927 - 2 >L-»Rh. fU ,210 

I9>a-2!)~HH. Td.fHfl. 

I92fM<V-RH. 72,(t21. 

U_Rh. 62 ,d:i. 3 . 

|9:U«‘t2-~RH. 54,204. 

(in The amount is included in the revenues of the Railway from 
wktoh working expenaea including (ho#e cotmected with the ffhad arc 
met. 
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Hal Baliiiliir MTYENOilA KUMAII DAS: WiU the Hoii*ble 

Member 1 >p pleaded to state with reference to answer (m) whether all 
these amounts were spent by the Itailway authorities for providing 
iaeiliticM for passengers? 

The Hon’lila Mr. d. A. WOODHEAD: I ask for notice. 

Rai Baliailltr KEtHAB CHANDRA BANERdI: Will the Hon’ble 
Member be pleased to state what proportion or percentage of the amount 
thus realised was spent in these yeara on provision of facilities for 
passengers? 

Tha Hofi’bla Mr. d. A. WOODHEAD: I must ask for notice. 

Rai Bahadur KEtHAB CHANDRA BANERdI: Will the Hon ble 

Member be jdeused to state why this ffhat charge is not levie<l on every 
rupee that is paid as fare? It u{)penrs fn»ni answer (/) that a yhat 
charge of two annas is levied for each single journey ticket and four 
annas for each return journey ticket : Why is this charge not levied on 
the actual fares paid by the passengers? 

Tha Hofi’hit Mr. d. A. WOODHEAD: I cannot say why the 

charge is not levied on the a<'tual fares paid by the passengers. 

Khiii Bahadur Mauivi AZIZUL HAQUE: Will the Hon ble 

Member l>e pleased to state whether this is not a i harge more than the 
Hailway is justified to levy and will the Uoirble Member be pleased to 
refer the mutter to the Hailway authorities? 

Tha Hofi'bia Mr. d. A. WOODHEAD; 1 pre>*ume that they aro 
justified in levying such a charge. 

Rai Bahadur KEtHAB CHANDRA BANERdI: Will the Hon'ble 
MemluT he pleased to state if the Advisory (Vmiiiiitte** of the Hailway 
ia eonsultetl before the charges are levied? 

Tha Hofi'bla Mr. d. A. WOODHEAD: 1 do not know. 

Rai Bahadur KEtHAB OHANDRA BANERdI: Is it a fact that 
first elass, iecond class and third class passengers all have got to pay 
the same amount of charge? 

ma HaWMt Mr. d. A« WOOOHlAOl Appanmily ao; the aatwar 
already given is to that effect. 
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^ Itot MMHlvr KCSHAB CHANDRA •ANEIIJU Will tW Hmi hl« 

^ Member be plea^wl to draw tbe atteiiliun of the Railway aiithoritieii to 
thin important matter)* 

Tha Mr. 4 . A. WOOOHCAD: I would hU^KeM that thin 

should 1 h» dotu' throuirh the Ailvinory Committee. 


OltMitfig of oducatiofiat institutiofit tfyrlng Um montti of Ramtan. 

M42. Maulvi TAMIZUDDIH KHAN: (o) Will the Hoirida 
Miu>^ter in eharjre of the FMmation Department 1 h» plenneil to state 
whether there i-*. a pro|Mi*»Hl under eon?.ideration to miike provision for 
the eloMin^^ of ethu atioiial in>tjttition*< dtirin}^' the month of Raiimmy 

{h\ If 4 o. whtM» can a d«H ihoui be expected 

Tha Hofi*bla Mr. KHWAdA NAZIMUDDIN: tm No; but it has 

lieen su^r^fe^ted that wIiooU should l>f» eloswl for the last wiH»k of 
Raiiixan and that in io'-titut iotin, where there is a eotisiderahle pro)M»r- 
tH»n oi Moslem ^tudents, the school hotirn should U* from 7 u.m, to 
11 u.m. during the fii*»t three week.s. 

{hi (fovernineiit have asked the Mwlem Education Atlvisory f’om- 
mittee for their advn e ami a dec ision tna\ Iw expcs tetl -.liortly after 
that advM*e has lieeii rec'eived. 

Mauivi TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: Will the H.m'ble MmUtei Im 

pleased to state with reference to answer (ci) b\ whom the stijrjr**ntioti 
referred to has Itecm made‘r 

Tha Hafi*bla Mr. KHWAdA NAZIMUDDIN: The Director of 
Public Instruction. 

Mmivi TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: Will the lion ble Minister be 
pleaired to whether there i» a widespread detnand amongst the 

Muhamitiacian ntudenta as well as aimmir the Miibamiuadau coiiimutiity 
in general for this clcMiing of m hiads during the month of Hamaany 

Tba Ha w ^ bii Mn KHWA4A NAZIMUDDIN: Tea, the demand ia 
laoetly more from the Moalem school boys. 
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Notifying ooUtoo to bo told in Ftri^r. 

M43. Rli Sahib AK8HOY KUMAR SEN: (a) Is the Hon’ble 
Member in charge of the Revenue Departnjent aware — 

(i) that the (/'ollector of Faridpur has recently stopped the publi- 

cation of the list of estates to be sold for arrears of revenue; 
and 

(if) that the stopping of such jmblication has caused inconvenience 
to the defaulters and the intending bidders? 

(h) Are the Governinent considering the desirability of publishing 
the said list as used to be done before? 

Tho Hon'blo Sir PROVASH CHUNDER MITTER: (a) (i) No. The 

j)rovisions of Act XI of 1859 for notification of estates to be sold are 
followed. The (\>llector never published the list in the newspapers. 

(ii) Does iu>t arise. 

(h) Does not arise. 


Ritirad Govarnment strvants in Courts of Wards Dspartmont. 

•144. Rai Bahadur SATYENDRA KUMAR DAS; ta) Is the 

Uun‘ble MeinWr in charge of the Revenue Department aware that a 
gtxMl nuinl»er <»f retired (lovernment servants are at present in the 
eni{)loy of the various (’ourt of \Vai<l8 estates in Bengal? 

ih) If the answer to uD is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
MemlHU’ Im‘ pleased state the actual numl>er of such officers? 

(r) Is the Hon’ble Meml>er aware that young men with ex|)erience 
are available for these employments? 

((f) If the answer to u) is in the affirmative, what are the si>ecial 
reasons, if any, for einpb»ying these aged men who have retired from 
Governinent service? 

{r) Are the Government (ousidering the desirnhility of replacing 
these retireil Government servants by available esi>enenced and younger 
men ? 

Tho NonnRo Sir PROVASH CHUNDER MITTER: ia) and (M 

There are seven such offit'ers out of a t(»tal number of fiO managers, 
assistant manairers and Circle sn|M'rintendents on a pay of Rs. 100 or 
more. 

(V) Applications are received from young men but they aw gfootr- 
ally without eitpenenre. 
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id) Wli«ii retired officers are appointed it is because they have 
acquired long experience of revenue and settlement work and their 
probity and tact has been thoroughly tested. 

(c> It is the polit y of the Court of Wards to replace retired officers 
gradually by younger men. 


Rai Bahudur SATYENDRA KUMAR DASs Will the Hon ble 

MemWr be pleas^nl to state whether these seven officers are all aged 
above 60? 


Tha Hofi*blt Sir PROVASH CHUNDER MITTERs 1 would like 
to ask for notice. 


Rai Bahailur SATYENDRA KUMAR DAS: Will the HotCble 

Member be pleased to state whether tliese offieers are incompetent to 
disc'lmrge their duties efficiently due to their idd age? 

Tha Hon’bla Sir PROVASH CHUNDER MITTERs 1 do not know 
their age, hut if u ('omplaint is made, the\ ail! be suitably dealt with. 

Khan Bahadur Mauivi AZIZUL HAQUE: Will the Hoirhlo 
Member he pleast**! to state \^hether Mr. d. (’. Mitni. Manager, is a 
gentleman of long e\[»erietiei* ni revenue and settlement work? 

Tha Hon*bla Sir PROVASH CHUNDER MITTER: No, he is not 

a gentleman of long exfM‘fienc«‘ in revenue and settlement work. But 
he is a retired Aeeountant-tieiieral and an officer of great experien (‘0 
and status. Under the terms with the mortgagees we were hound to 
employ u gentleman of .status. 

Mauivi SYED MAdID BAKSH: With reference to ari.swer (n will 
the Hon’ hie Member la» pleased to tell us if young nufii are not at all 
emph»yed, how cun they have experience? 

Tha HoiPbla Sir PROVASH CHUNDER MITTER: I have nothing 
more to add. 


Bahu HEM CHANDRA ROY CHOUOHURI: Will the HonMde 
Member be pleased to stale for how many \ears this gentlemun has Wen 
working in the Tourt of Wards? 

Tlia HffPIdt fir PROVASH CHUNDER MITTIR: I do not 

know whom the member is referring to. 
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Mr. SYAMAPROtAD MOOKER^EE : With reference to answer (e) 
will the Hon 'hie Member be pleased to state if his obserrations apply 
equally to the youii^r inemberfl of the Indian Civil Serviced 

(No reply.) 

Mr. tHANTI SHEKHAREtWAR RAY: Will the Hon ble Member 
be pleased to state why, if these frentlemen are considered unfit for 
Government service, they are employed in the Court of Wards’ service? 

Tha Hofi’bla Sir PROVASH CHUNDER MITTER: I have 
answered that (juestion already. 

Rai Bihactur KESHAS CHANDRA BANERdl: Will the Hon’ble 
Member be pleased to state whether the rules refrardinjr retirement at 
the ajre of .V) are followed in the i use ol the Court of Wards 
Department Y 

TH« Hofl’Me Sir PROVASH CHUNDER MITTER: No, the member 
is under a misapprehension; the rule does not apply to Court of Warda 
employment. 

Rai BahtSur KESHAB CHANDRA BANERJI: Will the lion ble 
Member be pleased to state if Court of Wards officers are like every 
other (iovt‘rumont servant under (Government (ontrol fir private officers 
and not under the control of (Government? 

(No reply.) 

Khan Bahadur Mauivi AZIZUL HAQUE: Wdl the Hon'ble Member 
be pleased to state whether a piuisioned (Government officer, if he happens 
to be employed in the Court of Wards, ^rets full pension? 

Tha Hon'bla Sir PROVASH CHUNDER MITTER: 1 Inlieve he 
does. 

Kban Bahadur Mauivi AZIZUL HAQUE Is the Hon'ble Member 
aware that there are rules in the Finance Department ag^ainst this 
practice? 

Tha Hoii*bla Sir PROVASH CHUNDER MITTER: 1 would ask 
the member to Icmk to tbe rules more closely. 

Khan Bahadur Mauivi AZIZUL HAQUE: I sm not a Cabiiiei 

Minister. 
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iltiMi sf civil difbctfvnoi prUmmn. 

M4S. Dr. AMULYA RATAN CHOSE l Will the Hon ble Member 
in charge of the Political Department be pleased to state -- 

(f) whether it is a fact that the (^>vertimetit have dec^ided to release 
the prisoners convicted for offences in connection with the 
civil diHol>eiiietu*e movement ; 

(ii) whether it is a fact that a large nutulier of such pristniers were 
released t>f late Iw^fore their terms of imprisonment were 
( oiiipleted ; 

till) if so, what is the total nunilier of such prisoners that have been 
released ; 

(ir) how niaiiv are still in jirison ; and 

(r) what uie the reason^* for the differential treatment with this 
class of prisoners? 

MEMBER in cfwrgc of POLITICAt DEPARTMENT (the HoiPM 
Mr. R. N. Rvid): im No 

(lit Yes. 

(Ill) males ami H*‘f temales. 

(ir) d.45W> males and females cm the .*Ust Tuly, 19112. 

(f) The piisnner.s released were \^onien or juveniles whom (iovern- 
ment coiisHlered could be safely set at large. 


Excite tub-intficolort from iMprcticd c lati c t . 

M46. BMni LALIT KUMAR BAL: (a) Will the Ilotrble Minister 
in charge of the Agriculture and Industries (Excise) Department be 
pleased to lay on the table a statement showing since Pi21 

(t) how uiaiiy Excise sub-inspectors have been uppeunted from 
among the Hindus and Muhammadans resjiectively ; and 

(i*) the numlM>r taken from the depressed classes? 

(6) Ha%*e any Excise suli-iiispectors lieen appointed from the quali- 
fied candidates belonging to the Natnasudra community and other 
depressed classes of the Bakarguiij district? If so, how many? 

(r> I« there any possibility of recniiling Excite aub-tnapectors tbit 

year? 
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id) If the aufcwer to (c) is iu the affirmative, what steps do the 
authorities intend to take to preserve the interests of the depressed 
classes in the matter of such recruitment? 

MINISTER in charge of AGRICULTURE and INDUSTRIES 
(EXCISE) DEPARTMENT (the Hon’hle Mr. BiJoy Praiad Singh 
Roy)s (a) («)— 

Hindu — 49. 

Muhammadan — .‘17. 

(it) As far ns informal ion is availahle, six .‘suh-inspectors were 
appoint e<l from the depressed classes. 

(b) There is no sub-inspector of tlie Namasudra community of the 
district of Bakar^anj, but there is one recruited from among other 
depressed clas.ses of the district. 

(c) The matter is pending with the Government. 

(d) Does not arise. 

Rai Sahib SARAT CHANDRA BAL: ^Vill tl.c Hoirble Minister 

be pleased to state Mhelhcr troveinment keep a li^t of the castes 
belonging to the depressed classes? 

The Hon’blf Mr. BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: 1 think there is 
a list in tiie (Vnsus Keport. 

Rai Sahib SARAT CHANDRA BAL: Will the Hon ble Minister 

be pleased to state if it is midei the contemplation of Government to 
take any steps to preserve the iiiteie'.ts of the depressed classes in the 
country ? 

Tha Hoti’bIC Mr. BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Efforts are 
always made to preserve the interests of the depressed classes; so that 
question does not arise. 

Babu AMULYADHAN RAY : Will tiie Hou'ble Minister be pleased 
to state whether the six candidate^ \\ho are said to ha\e been appointed 
from tlie depresseil classes really come under the classififation of 
depn»ssed class as adopted by the Government of Bengal? 

Tha HaiPbli Mr. BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Governmeat 
have got their list of depressed classes and they ftdlonv that. 

•abM AMULYADHAN RAY: Will the Hon ble Minister be pleaaai 
to itate whether that list is strictly follomed? 
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TIm ttaflMt Mr. ilJOY l»IIAtAO tlNCH ROY: Ye». it i« »tricUy 

followed. 

BMni AMULYADHAN RAY: lit iiie llon'ble Miui»(er aware that 
many local l>odie8 do not strictly follow that claaa i heat ion 

Tht Hoii’bit Mr. BUOY RRAtAD SINGH ROY: No. Sir. that ia 
not my information. 

BftiNl AMULYADHAN RAY : Will the llon'hle Minister he pIcMtsed 
to state whether he is aware that many candidateH outside the claasihca- 
tion of depressed classes allejre themselves to lieloiiff to depressed clajMDea 
at the time of upfM)intmeni}^ 

Tha Hofi*l»lt Mr. BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: As 1 have said 
they do follow this ( lassification ; at least that is my information. 


Muhamfiiadafi offloart in dudiotal tarviot in BakarganJ diatriei. 

M47. Mauivi MUHAMMAD HOSSAIN: Will the lion'ble Member 
in < harffe of the Judicial Department U' pleuse<l to stata — 

fO the piesent numl>er of judnial otficers in the district of Httknr> 
^auj ; and 

iti) how many of (hem are Mubamimidans? 

MEMBER in oharga of dUDIGIAL DEPARTMENT (tha Hon^bla 
Mr. R. N. Raid): (n Nineteen. 

{tj) Two. 


UN5TARRED QUESTIONS 

(anawm to which ware laid on the table) 

AMyefion OMa. 

87. BMhi KtSHORI MOHAN CHAUOHURI: (o) Will the Hon hie , 

lirmber in charge of the Police Department W plumed to state, district 
by district, for* each year from 11126 to 1931 — 

(i) the number of case# of abduction; 

^ (it) tb© number of ea#e# in which the rictima were Hindu women; 
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(Hi) the number of cases in wbicb the Tictims were Mnhamnmdan 
women ; 

(*r) (he number of cases in which the assailants were Muham- 
madans when the victims were Hindu women; 

(v) the number of cases in which the assailants were Hindus when 

the victims were Hindu women; 

(vi) the number of cases in which the assailants were Muham- 

madans when the victims were Muhammadan women; 

(rii) the nuinl>er of cases in which the assailants were Hindus 
when the victims were Muhammadan women; and 

(rni) the number of < ases in which the assailants were Hindus and 
Muhammadans together when the victims were either Hindu 
or Muhammadan women I' 

(h) Will the Hon’ble MeinlK»r be pleastnl to state — 

(t) bow* many cases of alxlui tion refened to in (o) were rei>orted 
to the i>olice; 

(ii) in how* many of such rejs)rted casi*s the i)olice failed to detect 
the culprits; 

(tit) how many of such cases were brought under the courts of law; 
and 

(tr) in how many cases the culprits were convicted? 

MiMBER in ohtrgt of POLICE DEPARTMENT (the Hon*blt 
Mr. R. N. Rtid): (/i) and (f*) A statement in laid on the Library 
table. 

Mr. NARENDRA KUMAR BABU: Will the Hoirble Member be 
pleased to state whether in view of the alarming increase of abduction 
cas4^s in this province, (Government tnuisider the ({uestion of taking any 
special steps to check this? 

TN Hon’Mt Mr. R. N. REID: (lovernmeut believe that these cases 
can Ih* checked by the local officers acting under the ordinary* law. 

Mr. NARENDRA KUMAR BABU: If such things can be checked 
under the ordinary law, the terrorist imtrages could also be checked 
under (he ordinary law*. 

Miliivi BYED MAJID DAKBN: Will the Hon^bk Member be 
pleaf»ed to state why the statement is laid on the Library table? 

Tbt MonHNo Mr. R. N* REIDl Statements are aometimea laid on 
the Lihrary table and we followed that practice in thia mstance. 
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Hal KiiHAB OHANORA BANIRJIs Will the Hoii hle 

Member be pleaded to 8tate whether he i« aware that if auch a atatejsient 
ia laid on the Library table it lKH*oiiieH dillieult for ntembern to aak 
aupplementary que«t ion» Y 

Mr. PRESIOENTx The quc*iitioti doe« not ari^e: I underjttand that 
the statement waa voluminuuH and eoiilil not conveniently be placed on 
the meiiiliera’ tables in the IVinncil ('hninber, biit memWra always have 
aceeas to the Library room. 

Mr. EH ANTI EHEKHARREWAR RAY: Will the Hoiflde Member 
be pleased to state whether (loveruiiient are prepared to consider the 
desirability of having any Hpin-ial le^inlntiort in this matter ^ 

Thi Hofl’bla Mr. R. N. REID: No question of special le^rislation 
is la* fore (loverniiient. 

Rai Bahadur KEEHAB CHANDRA BANERdI: Sir, 1 rise on a 
point of order. A nieiiiber of (’omicil cannot iKwsibly know what the 
answer will betintil the questitin is actually answered and so he cannot 
aak any supplementary question. 

Mr. PREEIDENT: I do not quite follow you, 

Rai Bahadur KEEHAB CHANDRA BANERdIt My point is that 
the ILhi’Mc MeinluT has said just now that the statement is laid on the 
Lihrarv (able. Sir, niy point is that until the <|uestion is actually 
answered, a member or the questioner cannot know what the statement 
contain^, and it is not therefore possible for liini to put any supple- 
mentary (juestionH. 

Mr. PREEIDENT. The rerned\ is obvimts. If u memlH^r has put a 
question or is interested in a question which has been pul by any other 
member, he shoubl, as soon us the <|Uestioit pajM*r has Wen LaiidtHl over 
to him, ffo to the Library room and find out the contents of the state- 
ment to which the meinWr answering the ({uestion has referred. 
Members have always access to the Library room. 

Mr. NARENDRA KUMAR BAEU: Sir, may T point out that 
printed answers to questions are not placed in the hands of the memWr* 
on 'the previous day and they are <mly a%'ailiible when we come to this 
Council room. It will certainl> disturb the harmony of the pro<‘t*edii}gs 
if several members were to l>e running to and from the Council Chamber 
lo look at the statements which are laid on the Library table, 

Mr. PREEIDENT: It has always been the practice to hand over 
Hm question papers half an hour liefore the Council starts and iheru 
lum been no departure from ibis practice. 
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Malaria in Tippara. 

M BabiiKHETTER MOHAN RAY: (a) Ls the Hon ble Minister 
in t'har#<e of the Local Self-Governinerif Dt^purtnient aware — 

(i) that a malignant ty])e of malaria has been raging in a most 
virulent and epidemic form carr^ang off several hundreds 
of men in many villages of the district of Tijipera; 

(«) that in a single village, namely Chnndln, in |)olice-8tation 
Burichang, about 400 jiersons died in the wmrse of a year; 
and 

(tit) that in another village, viz., Kaja Mehar, in thana Hebiduar, 
about 200 ^lersons died in the ctmrse of five months? 

(h) Will the Ilon’ble Minister be jileased to lay on the table a 
statement showing the numljer of deaths for the year ending in June, 
19<12, in each of the villages, from malaria, within the jurisdiction of 
thanas Burichang, Muradnagur and Debiduar in the district of TipperoP 

(r) Have the Government taken any stefw to trace the causes 
which gave rist^ to malaria in a virulent and epidemic form and to stop 
the spread of this disease? 

(d) If so, w’hut stefw have been taken and with what results? 

(e) If the answer to (d) is in the negative, will the llon’hle 
Minister he pleased to state whether the G«>vernment intend to take 
any, and if so, what !iieasurt*8 to check the progn^ss of and eradioato 
the disease from those villages? 

Th« Hon'blo Mr. BUOY PRABAO SINGH ROY: (a) {i) Theit» 
was malaria in epidemic form in some areas of the district. There 
were very few' cases of malignant malaria, and the attack was not 
virulent. It is not correct to say that it (‘arrieil off several hundreds 
of men in the villages. 

(ft) No. In the whole union of C^andla (10 villages with 15,145 
inhabitants) only 180 js'rsons diiMl of malaria from August, 1931. to 
July, 1932. In the actual village of Chandla (4,154 jiopulation) there 
were only 35 deaths from malaria, from Jaiiuan*, 1932. to 15th June, 
1932. 

(iVi) No. In the whole union board of liajn Mehar (with 11,473 
inhabitants) there were only 19 deaths from malaria, during the period 
from April, 1932, to June 15, 1932. 

(5) Figures for mortality by villages are not available. A state* 
ment of mortality by thanas is laid on the table. 
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(d) Steps taken to trace the caunes were as foUowa; — 

The Aaaiatant IMrector of Public Health for the Dacca C'ircle 
earned out a local investigation, which showed that the outbreak was 
largely the result of acarcity following a partial failure of crops for 
the last two years. Many iaM>ple api>ear to have been infe<'ted while 
visiting Hill Tippera for in-ocuring foreat (iroduets. 

Ste()s taken to stop the sprtwl of the disease were a« follows; — 

In addition to the Assistunt I>inH tor of Public Health, the Director 
of Publii' Health has depute<l t'\o (liu toi'i to assist the tlistrirt lumnl Ktaff 
to afford medical relief to the local inhabitants. A hundred |K>unds of 
cinchona febrifuge has In'cn supplitHl by the Direi'tor of Public Health 
to the district lanml, which purchased forty ]>uunds. 

The result of the inijuiries has been to show that there was not only 
inulaiiu but also a vTieat deal of iiiflueitxa and Kula-asar atul some 
suaiMM ted [mratyphoid and the result of the curative measun^s has lieen 
the gnidual decline of the malaria. 

(c) I)tR*s not arise. 


Statement rf/rrrrd to in clause (bi to unbarred qurHion \o. $hon*ing tk^ 
deaths from malaria and fn^rs in the fHdire-ttlalionei of Burieliang^ Murad* 
ito^ar and Drhidaar in the dieitrirt of Tippera for the months from June 
1931, to June, 1931*, 
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im QUESTIONS. [26th A00., 

AiMiiitIration of tlio CaloiAU Mociloai Colt^ 

m. Mf. K. C. RAY CHOWOHURY: (a) Will the Han dle 

Minister in charge of the Local Self-Oovernment Depoiiment be pleased 
to lay on the table a statement showing for the last three years — 

(t) the number of students admitted into each of the Calcutta and 
Carmichael Medical Colleges; and 
(it) the results of the final examinaiionH in each of the said 
institutions ? 

(b) Is the Ilon’ble Minister uwure that the expenses on account 
of the teaching staff of the Calcutta Medical College are four times 
the exjKHises of the Carmichael Medical ('ollege? 

(c) Are the (Government considering the desirability of running the 
(Government (’ollege <m the principles adopt cm! for the Carmichael 
Mt^lical CfjIlpgeJ> 

The Hon’ble Mr. BldOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: (a) A state- 
inetii is laid on the table. 

(b) Yes. 

(r) No. The standard of teathing, (M[uipinent and facilities are 
much sujierior in the Minlical (\)llege. IL^ults genenilly are also 
better at the M^mHcuI (Vllege than at the Cannichael College. Hut the 
quivstion of redact i<m of expenditure of the Mwlical ('ollege is lieing 
considensl by the HetreiK'hnieat Committee. 


StatfWfftt rfjtrrtd to in the anem^r to chuee (a) of vnstarred question No. 69. 
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n«Nl hMoe in Kurlffwi ami CitfteidNi 

m Knti EMOADUL HOQUE: (a) Will the IWble Member in 
charge of the Revenue Deiairtment be plea»iHl to (itiite whether the 
Government had receiveii any timely ofticiul or iion-oftirial information 
about the flood havcH' in the Kurignim and (laibandha Hiibdivi!iioni» ctm- 
tinuing from the latter part of JuneP 

(h) If w), have the Go^ eminent awertaiiKMl th«‘ extent of datiiago 
done tt» the gn>wing crojx* in the afl’ertinl areas y* 

(c) Is the Hon’ hie Memln'r aware that eultivatora in the aflfeeted 
arenfi have l>een left without any means of subsistenee and are in im- 
mediate nee<l of help in the shafs' of gratuitous relief 

(d) Is the ITon’ble Memla^r aware that a grwit nuniW of {wwiple 
including w’onien and children have Imhui fasting for days together with- 
out a morsel fif fmid uinl that inatiy are on the jioint of death 

(e) Have the Cfovernment taken any step to give relief ti> the dis- 
tressed fieopley If HO, what stejis have lieen taken in the matter ^ 

(f) What aiiumnt, if any, have the (lovemmeni s<*t aisirt for 
gratuitous relief and agricultural hwin to the flootl-stricken jaMipley 

(fi) l.H it a fact that the amount sanctioned for rtdief work in Kuri- 
ftrnin last year has Imhmi witlnlrawm ^ 

(A) If so, is it iMMuuse the lulsnirers were offennl only annas 2 |»er 
diem while the usual rate prevailing then* was annas 4!^ 

(i> Are the (io\ernmeiil aware of the general economic distress 
being accentuated hy floml after flofsl of unusual charac’ter in the Kuri- 
gmin arul (iaila&ndha su 1x1 i visions y* 

()) Are the (f<»verniiient considering the d<*«inibility of affording 
facilities for repayment of agncultunil loan by allowing easy instal- 
ments extending over a perifsl of six years from the date of re<*eiving 
the loan? 

The Hofi'Mc fir PROVAtH CHUNDER MITTER: (a) Yes. 

(h) It is reportefl that the dumagt^ to aug {siddy and jute was con- 
siderable but that the damage to the a man {siddy was not htnivy. 

(r) No. In some i-ases gratuitous relief is neci^ssary and is benng 
given. 

(d) No such report has lieen received. 

(ir) The local officers have l)een giving ndief from funds at their 
dieposal. Government will allot further funds if ne<*«s#MiBry . Rupees 
90,000 have been allotted to llangpur for agricultural loans this yenr. 

(/> No particular amount is set aport for any particular locality. 
AUotmenta are made according to the extent and seventy of the die- 
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(g) A portion of the amount provided for test relief works in Kuri- 
gram las! year was withdrawn and reallotted to Gaibandha. 

(h) The rate was leduced from annas 3 to annas 2 per 100 cubic 
feet. It may be that labourers did not attend work in Kurigram 
because they were able to earn higher wages otheiwise. 

(/) Government are aware that successive flt>od.s have caused distress, 
but the last duod was of short duration and not of an unusual char- 
acter. 

(;) No. The Collector is oomi)etent to ‘sanction suspension an 
cases of hardship, and iio.spec^ial orders are necessarv'. 

Kazi EMDADUL HOQUE: Will the Hon'ble Member be pleased 
to state the officers from wd»om the r»‘port referred to in answ'er (6) has 
been received? 

Tht Hofi’bla Sir PROVASH CHUNDER MITTER: 1 presume the 
local officers. 

Kazi EMDADUL HOQUE: Will the HoiiM>le Member be pleased 
to state the extent of the <lamage done to tlie iunati paddy according to 
the report of local officers? 

Tht Hofi’bla Eir PROVASH CHUNDER MITTER: 1 have already 

stated in my answer that the damage was not heavy. 

Kazi EMDADUL HOQUE: Will the llon’lde Member W pleased 
to stalt*. with ndereiue tu answer (//), wiiether women and children 
have ln'(*n slarvt'd foi days togetlier without a morsel of ftaxl and that 
many were on the point of death? 

Tha Hofl’Mi Sir PROVASH CHUNDER MITTER: Generally 
speaking the coruHtioii is not very hud. 


Mufliiiii in tha Court of Wards Dapartmafit 

71. Mr. A. F. M. ADOUR*RAHMAN: (o) Will the Hon’ble 
MeinWr in charge of the Revenue Ik'partment be pleased to lay on ike 
table a statement showing — 

(0 the ^m*sant tiumlier of Court of Wards estates; 

(ti) how many of them are Muhammadan estates; 

(fii) the number of managers recruitetl directly; 
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(ir) lioir many of them are Muhammadaioi ; 

(r) the numWr of other ofticers employed therein; and 

(ri) how many of them are Muhammadanay 

{h) If tho numWr ot Muliumimidana in inr«uthrient, an' the Uov- 
emment ton^iderin^* tho desinihility of review iiifj the whole jxjfiition 
and is^uiniif in-<tnirtionf» t<» all the ('ourt of Wanlj* i*i*tateH to up|Mitnt 
more Muhaiuiuatlujis a-t iiiiiiiujiCvrH and other** oIHrersy 

Tha H<»fi*bla Sir PROVASH CHUNDER MITTER: (u) (>) UHh 

(I*) 12. 

on) :i*t. 

(ir) 2. 

( r) and ii) The irifortnation i-* not readilv iiMiilahle. 

(b) Of the 12 Muhaniiiiadan e?»tat<*f», d have Muhuinmtidiin manaprem, 
A aie nianap'inl li\ the Maiiaffer, Daeiu Nuwuh K^tate, with a Muham* 
niaduii aH*»istafit nianaf.rer, d hy j^reneral niana^erH of dintrieti* who are 
Hindus ami 2 h> t»ther Hindu inanayerM. Fip^nreH for the nonuiniii^ 
staff are rn»t available, hut jrenerally the (Niurt of Wardx ri'tain* the 
ataff employed pre\ious to u'iHUinption ef ehar*fe and the intereatM of 
the entate'* niu^t he tlu' jeiinurv eoiisideration in inakinp- apfmintmentii. 
(iovernnient do not Hi*e any reanoii to take the art ion niip^p-efited, 

Khan Bahadur Mauivi AZIZUL HAQUE: With referenee to the 
statement made iii answer to (b) that the intereMts of the estates inm»t 
he the pnimiry <*onHiileiation in makiiijr appointments, will the Ilon'ble 
Member he pleaseil to ^late whether any Muhammadans will not Iw 
employed as manaprrsJ' 

Tha Hon*hla Sir PROVASH CHUNDER MITTER: rertainly not. 

Mauivi TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: With referenee to the answem 
(ill) and (ir), will the Hon’hle Member he pleased to state whether the 
faet that out r»f dd managers directly rw-ruited only two are Muham* 
madutis considered suffic ient ^ 

Tha Hon’bla Sir PROVASH CHUNDER MITTER: In view of the 
fact that the number of Muhammadan fpmlified managers is very small, 
it is dtfficmit to reemit more Muhammadans, 

KImii BShiNiiir MUHAMMAD ABDUL MOMIN: Is it the con- 
sidored opinion of the Hon ’hie Member in charge that it is not possible 
novadavs to find equally efficient Muhammadan officers for (’ourt of 
Wards estates f 
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TIm Hon’blt Mr PR0VA8H CHUNDCR HITTER: No, but when- 

ever Kuiteble candidates appeared they were appointed. 

Kliifi Sifwillir MUHAMMAD ABDUL MOMIN : A¥iU the Hon ble 

Member be pleaml to state whether any attempt has been made in 
recent years to recruit Muhammadans for these estates? 

The Hon’Mt Sir PR0VA8H CHUNDER MITTER : Yes, in some 
cases. 


Khan Bihailur MUHAMMAD ABDUL MOMIN: Will the Hon'ble 
Member be pleased to state w'hether it is not a fact that the estates fm* 
which the two Muhammadans were appointed are in the Ohittagong 
Division ? 

Tht Hon*bl« Sir PROVASH CHUNDER MITTER: I cannot say 
offhand. 

Babu aiTENDRALAL BANNERJEE: Will the Ilon'ble Member 
be pleased to consider the advi.nability of dismissiiig Hindu otficere 
appointed to Muhammadan estates to provide for Muhammadan officers? 

Mr. A. K. FAZL-UL HUQ: W ill the Hon ’ble Member be pleased 
to state wliether it is not a fact that in the estate of the Nawub of Dacca, 
one of the biggest among the Wards’ estates, there were vacancies for 
which Muhaipmadan applicants applied but Muhammadans were not 
deliberately taken P 

Th# Hon’blt Sir PRDVA8H CHUNDER MITTER: 1 cannot say 
offhand whether it is so, but if the meml>er will give me the particulars 
I shall certainly iiHjuire into the matter. 

Mr. A. K. FAZL»UL HUQ: Under the management of Tushkhali 
there were two vacancies for which there were 30 Muhammadan 
candidates of which several were graduates but none of them w'ere 
appointed. 

Tht Hoii^Mt BIr PROVASH CHUNDER MITTER: I shall inquire 
into the matter; but 1 may inform the member that in the Dacca 
Nawab’s Estate, the manager is an I.C.S, officer and these small 
appoiiiimenta do n6l come up to (lovernment. 

Mr. A. K. FAZL-UL HUQ: Will the Hon’ble Member be pleastd 
to state whether in making appointments to these Wards’ estates the 
wishes of Muhaniiiuuka prufmetoet are ever eonsideredf 
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rh% Sir PROVAtN OHUNOilt MITTEII: 1 think no, but 

I nuiy tell the meiiiher that the Itevenue Department i» merely a auper- 
authority over the Court of 'Wurtla aiul if the member wanta 
in format ion on particular points, 1 would like to have notice, 

Khan Bahailur MUHAMMAD ABDUL MOMIN: Will the HoiCble 
MemWr l>e plt*a>4e<l to state whether in any Himiu estate a Muhani- 
iiacian luane.frer has hetm nppointetl up till now 

Tht Hoft’Ma Sir PROVASH CHUNOER MITTER: I want notice. 

Khan Bahadur MUHAMMAD ABDUL MOMIN: Will the Hon ble 

Member l>e ph'ased to state whether it is not a fact that the ffeneral 
impression is that the Board of Heveiiue d<H»» not consider the ({ueation 
of Muhammadan employnuMit at all? 

Tha Hon'bltSir PROVASH OHUNDER MITTER: 1 am not aware 

of it. 

Mr. A. K. FAZL-UL HUQ: Will the Hotrhle Member he pleased 
to state whether there is not a rule to maintain a list of persons (piulified 
for managership? 

The Hoffi’bla Sir PROVASH CHUNOER MITTER: The Bmird of 

Hevenue probably iimintains such a list. 

Mr. NARENDRA KUMAR BASU: Sir. re^ardinff the consulta* 
tion of the a^ishos of tlie disqualified proprietors, will the }Iou*b]e 
Memln’T be pleased to state whether or not two of such disr|Uft)ified 
proprietors are now in the Cabinet? 

(No reply.) 

KiMfi Balitdur Mauivi AZIZUL HAQUE: Will the Hon ble 

Member In* pleased to state whether in future he propfwies tf» appoint 
•uitable Muhammadan candidate f 

Tha Hon’bla Sir PROVASH CHUNOER MITTER t Whenever 
iuitable Muhammadans are available in a suitable estate the Board of 
Revenue or the Commissioner, whoever may be the appointing authority, 
appoints them. 

Mr. SHANTt SHEKHARfiSWAR RAY: Will the Hon ble Member 
be pleased to stale whether it is the intention of (iovemraent to appoint 
Miduunmadan gentlemen as managers in spite of the wishes irf the 
Hindu proprietors of estates ? 


riM NiB»Ma Sir PROVASH CNUNDBR MITTER t No. 
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8tl« of tho flfhory rights'for 1832-33 In the iHstrlot of 
24-Parganas. 

72. MauUi MUHAMMAD 80LAIMAN: (n) Is the Hoa’ble 

Member iu rhurf^e of the Irrigation Department aware — 

(i) that in February last an auction for the sale of the fiabefy 
rij?bt» for the year of the Hidyadbari Spill area 

and the Bidyadhari dredgin^r land within tbc^ police-stations 
Duni Dum, Bhangar, Sonarpore and Tolly^nge in the dis- 
trict of the 24-Par^unas w’as held by the Eiiffineers in charge 
of the Canals Division ; and 

(li) that Its. ir>,.^)(K) and Rs. (ibO, respectivcdy, iixere offered as the 
hi^'hent bi<ls for the above fishery rip’lits by an old tenant of 
the said department? 


(//) Is it a fH<’t that the bids for the two said fishery ri^lits were not 
closed then and there? 

(c) Is it a fa<’t that the hijfhest bidder not having any intimation 
regarding his bids for some days made an application on the J6th 
March, lftd2, c»ffenng Rs. 1,500 or even rncne, as annual rental for the 
dredging land fishery? 

id) Is it a fact tliut afterwards Ins bid for the spill area fishery was 
ftc'cepted by the authorities ectneemed for Rs. ]r>,(KK)? 

(e) Is it al.su a fac’t that on the Isl Apiil lust the Kxe<*utive Engineer, 
Canals Divisi<in, prevailed upon the identical bidder asking him to 
laise his bid for the same spill area by Rs. on the definite 

assurance and nmlertaking being given by the said department that 
bis bid for the Bidyudlmri dredging land too would be accepted at an 
annual rental of R«. 050? 

(/) Is it a fact that on the said assurance and undertaking fbe aaid 
highest bidder tcKik the settlement of the spill area fishery rightf at an 
annual rental of Rs. 18,500? 

(g) Is it a fact that the dredging land fishery right was not given 
to him hut was privately settled with another person for a i>eriod of 
2 years at a consolidated rental of Rs. 1,250? 

(A) If the answer ta is in the affirmative, what are the reason! 
for not acting up to the assurance and undertaking? 

(D Is it a fact that there is a standing order of the Government to 
fell these fisheries annually? 
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(/) If the answer to (i) is in the affirmative, will the Hon*ble 
Member be pleased to state the reason for the t hanffe of the system of 
annual settlement to biennial oneP 

(1) Will the Hon 'hie Mt'ml>er be pleased to state the reason for 
makinjr private settlement without due notifnatiou of the matter? 

MEMBER in charga of IRRIGATION DEPARTMENT (tha Hon’bit 
AlliaiiJ Sir Abdalkarifii Chinnavi): (n) (n No, An aurtion for the 
fisheries in (|tie.Htion was advertised for ?t»th February, but us few 
bidders attended the auction was postponed till Tth March. No auction 
of the fisheries was held in Fehrunrv. 

(»i) The bids referred to were the hi^rhe.st bids at the auction held 
on Tth Marcli. 

(hi The bids were not accepted. 

(c> The hiirhc'-it bidder did not offer Hs. l.otM) for the dredjriii/^ land 
area until the leii^e had been tinally settled. He was asked if he wa* 
prepared to iiic reane his original hid of H.s. (lot), hut dec lined to dc» so, 

(c/) His hid of Hk. 1o,()(K) foi the spill area was not (ii’<*epted. 

(c) No. rhe oij^rinal hi^’^hest bidder (or the spill area su[iscM|ui*n(ly 
made an offer of Us. 18,o(M) for that area but was driven no assurance 
or undertaking regarding the dredging un a. ( )ii the c'oiilrary he was 
friven an ccpportunity of increasing hi.s original hid of Us. (15() in res- 
p€*ct to that area and refused to do so, 

(/) No, there was no such ussuiaiice or undertaking. 

(g) Yes. The drculging land fi^herv was lea^ced t(» another party at 
Ra. 1,2 50 per annum. 

(/t) No such assurance or undertaking was ever given, 

(i) No. There is no such standing order. 

(J) lh»e« nut arise. 

(!•) The advertised terms of the auction definitely stated (hat th« 
highest or any other hid need not 1 e accepted. The bids ref'eived at 
tlie auction were ver>^ low, totalling only Its. 16,000 for (he area in 
quefftion, as compared with Its. 27,285 for which they were leased the 
previous year. The bids were not accepted and the leases were nettled 
with the parties making the l>est offers. Tlie highest bidder at the 
auction was given an opportunity of making revised offers and actually 
did so in the case of the spill area and his offer was accepted. In the 
caea of the dredging area he was not prepared to increase his offer and 
tha higheet offer received was accepted. 
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Borroiirpltt in tiM Nortli Dimh Dum Munio^lity. 

73. Babu PROFULLA KUMAR CUHA: (a) With reference to 
the reply jfiveii to unstarred question No. 101 at the Council meeting 
held on the 15th August, lOJlO, will the Hon’hle Minister in charge 
of the Ix)c,al Self-Government Department be pleased to state what sug- 
gestions were made by the Director of Public Health to improve the 
insanitary Imrrowpits excavated by the Eastern Bengal Railway within 
the North Dum Dum Municipality? 

(b) Have the Government inquired about the report of the Ross 
Institute and Hospital for IVopical Diseases (I>ondon) as referred to in 
clause (h) of the alwvementioned question of 19r*10? 

(r) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state whether the sug- 
gestions made by the Director of Public Health have been carried 
out? 

(d) Has the attention of the Hon’ble Minister been drawn to a 
series of letters written by the Chairman, North Dum Dura Munici- 
pality, to the Executive Engineer, Kastorn Bengal Railway, with 
practi<ally no reply from the latter? 

(c) Are the G(»verninent considering the desirability of requesting 
the Railway authorities not to make any insanitary cuttings in or neor 
a locality which may tell U|>on the health of the people? 

Tht Hon*bln Mr. BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROYl (a) The Depart- 
meat of Ibiblic Health suggested that the borrowpits should be leaped 
out to the Nimta Anti-malarial Smdety. 

(5) Yes. It contained nothing relevant l>eyond a suggestion that 
railways might give rights over borrowpits to villages in which there 
are anti-malaria] societies. 

(r) The Railway leased out the Imrrowpits to an individual who waa 
ordered to keep them free of wee<ls and jungle. 

(d) No. 

(e) The Government are prepared to address them in particular 

eases. 


Niid mltlritt in ilit Atmnulteli SsHool of Eitgintoring, Oaooe. 

74. MouIyI ABDUL CNANI CHOWDHURY: Will the Hoopla 
Minister in charge of the Education Department be pleased to state how 
far tbe proposals for increasing the pay of the head mistriee of the 
Ahsanullah School of Engineering, Dacca, have progreeeed? 

Hit HgfPMi Mr. KNWAM NAIIMUOOINl A n^vised scale of pwr 

haa been approved but effect cannot be given to it until financial eeA> 
ditions improve. 
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VllUigi €harittfil« 

76. Mmi SUK LAL NACs (a) Will the Hon*bb Minkter in 
cluirfr<^ of the Ijotal St»lf-Oovf»rnnu»iit Departniont he pleiiml to aUto 
whether any order ha« been ianutHl hy the Ooveriiment to the lliatriet 
Officers aakiiifT them to auapefid or withdrnw (lovenimeut graMt>ii)-aid 
to %'illage charitable diapenaariea in their re^ptH tive diatriclM, when* any 
of the raeinWra of the dit*p«*nsary coinniitteea baa joined the civil 
disobedience movement or the Con^^reMH activities? 

(h) If the answer to (a) is in the aflirmative, w*ill the Hon*ble Minis- 
ter be pleased to state the names of dispensaries u|)on which such 
orders have l>een issued? 

(r) Will the Hon’ble Minister l>e pleas4»d to state whether the mem* 
hers of villajre dispensary committees are nominated by (lovenimeut and 
approved by the district boards? 

Thf Mr. BldOY PRAtAO 6INCH ROY: (a) No such 

orders have issued. 

(/i) Does not arise. 

(r) No. District iKuirds are responsible for the up|M>iiiiment of the 
manafil^ingr <'ommitt<»es of villafye dispensaries. 


Rflirad CovemiMnt ttnrantt in tiM Coyrt of Wirilt Dtptrtmtfit. 

76. Mauivi ABDUL CHANI CHOWDHURYS (n) Is the Hon'ble 
Meml>ei in i harire <»f the Itevenue Department aware tliat a Rood 
niinil»er of n‘tire<l (ioveriinient servants are at present in the employ of 
the various ('f»urt of Wur<Is’ estates in HetiRal? 

(6) Will the llun’hle Memlwr l>e pleased to state the actual numlier 
of such officers? 

(c) Is the H<»n'ble MeuiWr aware that younR men with experience 
are available for these employments? 

fd) If the answer to (r) is in the affirmative, what are the spe<’ial 
reaiKins, if any, for employ i hr these aired men who have retired from 
Government service? 

(r) Are the (Jovernment ccm.siderinR the desirability of replacing 
iheee retired trpvemment ser^’anU by available educated and experi- 
enced >*oung men? 

Tilt Hmi’M# Sir PROVAiH OHUNOBR MITTBRl {a) and (6) 

There are 7 auch officers out of a total nnroWr of 66 managers, assistant 
managers and circle superintendents on a pay of Rs. 100 or more. 

(c) Applteaiioiis are received from young men but they are generally 
without experience. 
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(d) When retired officers are appointed it is because they have 
acquired U)iik exper ience of revenue and settlement work and their pro- 
bity and tact has been thoroughly tested. 

(e) It in the policy of the Court of Wards to replace retired officers 
groilually by younger men. 


Mutiiin aMistant and sub-aiaittant surgaons in tha Milford Hotpital, 

Dacca. 

77. Mauivi ABDUL CHANI CHOWDHURY: Is the Hon ble 

Minister in charge of the Jiocal Self-Government Department aware— 

(t) that the majority of the population of Dacca are Muham- 
madans ; 

(ti) that the Muhammadans are in a great majority amongst the 
patients attending the outd«)r dispensaries of the Mitford 
Hospital, l)a<^!ca; 

<rti) that (»nly very rerently one Muhammadan assistant surgeon 
has been placed in charge of the outdoor dispensary; and 

(ir) that no sub-assistant surgeon has up t<» this time been posted 
there? 

The Hon’bic Mr. BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: (i) Yes. 

(if) There were 30,822 Muhammadans out of a total of 53,739 out- 
door patients. 

(tit) I'es. 

(ir) No. There have always l>een sub-aHfiistant surgefuis attached 
to the Mitford Hospital. 

GOVERNMENT BILL. 

The Bcngtl Municipal Bill, 1832. 

[The discussion on the Ihmgal Municipal Bill, 1932, was then 
resumed. ) 

MUNINDRA DEB RAI MAHASAI: Sir, 1 beg to move that after 
clause 97 (/) {xxxic) the following be added, namely:— 

with the sanctum of the luteal Government in grantijig 
of subsidy to railways, tramways, motor bus servioea and 
organisations for the supply of electricity or gas; 

‘*(«r*»jnV) with the sanction of the Local Government and subject 
to such terms and conditions as may l>e enforced by it in 
promoting companies for the supply of electricity and gaa 
for railways, tramways and other ccmipaiiies of pmblio 
utility ; 
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**(xMdf) in payment of contributions to recognised aaaociations of 
municipalities organised for the common benefit of munioi^ 
palities and in payment of travelling allowances of representa- 
tives of municipalities sent to attend meetings organised by 
such associations in accordance with rules that may bo 
framed in that Ixdialf by the Local Government/* 

Granting of subsidy to railways, tramways, motor bus services, 
companies for the supply of electricity or gas subjec t to Government’s 
sanction shutiid he allowed. With the sanction c»f the IhmsI Govern- 
ment, municipal funds should also W utilised in promoting companies 
for the supply of electricity, gas, railways, trniiiwn\s and other c'om- 
panies of public utility. 

Municipal funds should also he alloived to be utilised in payment of 
rontributions to asscM'iations of municipalities organised for the common 
benefit of niuniopulities and in payment of travelling allowances <»f 
representatives of nuiriicipalities to attend meetings organised by such 
associations. 

Such (ravelling allowance imisl he subject to rules framed by the 
Local Government. 


BalHi SATYENDRA NATH ROY: Sir, 1 beg to move (hat the' 

word “and ’’ at the end of c lau.^c* UT </) (xj-xir) bc' omitted, and (he 
following be added, namely; — 

“(xxxf//» with the sanc tion of (he faxul Goveiiiment in granting 
of subsidy to railways, tramways, motor l>us servic*es and 
organisations for the supply of electricity or gas; 

'*(xxxi>) with the sanc tion of the I..<Mat (ioverniiient and subjec t 
to such terms and c'onditicuis as may b«* enforced by it in 
promoting c-oiupanies for the supply of electricity and gas 
for railw'ays, traniwa 3 's and others companies of public* 
utilitj*; and”. 


Sir, these are objects which come legitimately under the head of 
>eiterment of communications within iitunicif>alities and also for light- 
ug purposes by electricity or gas. I understand many of the district 
x»ard» and municipalities guarantee the payment of a minimum rate of 
atamt to many light railways, r.//., the Ilowrah-Amta Railway, the 
Ofowrab-Sheakhala Railway, the Baraset-Basirhat Railway. 

Aa regards the second part of my amendment, there is absolulely no 
tkanoe of the money being squandered away because it will be subject 
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to the sanction of the Local Government and subject to such tenns and 
conditions as may be enforced by it in providing^ such companies. 

Ril Bahadur Dr« HARIOHAN DUTT: 1 beg* to move that the 
word ‘'and” after clause 97 (7) be omitted, and after that 

clause, the followiiij? be inserted, namely: — 

*'{jcxxid) the presentation of addresses to persons of distinction; 
and”. 

Sir, my idea is that there are in Bengal outside Calcutta quite a 
number of uiunicipalitieH wliich would like to present an address when 
any ffentleinan or official of distinction bapptms to pay a visit to that 
inuni(‘ipality. During the last 1(1 or lo years we have found that 
Indian non-offi4Mal gentlemen when they happened to visit certain 
municipalities they received attention and 4^ere presented with addresses. 
At the present moment, Sir, some qf my friends may be aware that two 
illustrious countrymen of ours, namely, the Mayor of C^alcutta, 
Dr. B. (’. Boy, and our esteemed towuHrmin, Sir .Xilratun Sircar, 
happen to be visiting Mu<lras and are be presented with 

addresses. 1 do not find any reason whv on Nimllar occasions this 
should not take pla<‘e in Bengal. When the lati* J^andit Motilal Nehru 
visited some <»f the municipalities in Bengal, the niiiriicipalities were 
particularly anxious to present addressee to a distinguished man like 
him. But, unfortunately, the mnnu’ipalities could not do so. 
Similarly, if the (iovermu’ pus?*ts through a particular municipality and 
if the municipality wants to present him with an address, 1 do not find 
any reason why there should not be a provision enabling the munici« 
pality to do so. 1 make no distim tion between officials and non-ofiicials 
— between Nelirus ami Sircars. If any innnicipality is so inclined to 
present an address to a distinguished person passing through its juris- 
diction, there should he a provision to enable it to do so. 1 therefore 
think that this provision should lie inserted in the Bill. . 

TIM HOffblt Mr. BUOY PRABAO SINGH ROY: Sir, there are 
three amendments before the House. The first jiart of Rai Mahaaai’s 
amendment proposes that municipalities should be enabled to 
subsidy to railways, tramways, motor buses, etc., and the second 
portion of the ainendraent is that “with the sanction of the Local 
Government and subjin t to such terms and conditions as may be enforced 
by it ill promoting companies for the supply of electricity and gas lor 
railways.” The third part provides for the payment of contributions to 
recognised associations of municipalities organised for the common 
benefit of municipalities and for payment of travelling allowanoes to 
representatives of municipalities to promote the interests of the muttiei* 
palities. Tlie second amendment of Babu Satyendra Nath Boy only 
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covers the £rst two portions of lUi Mahasai's ainentlment. Then, there 
is the emendment ot Kai Bahadur l>r. Haridhan Dutt re^farding 
addresses. 

Sir, a)»out the first two amendments, I do not think it is desirable 
that u niunieipulity should Ih' given jH»wer to sulwidise oompatiies ; its 
effect on the muni» ipal finances may he absolutely flisastrous. There is 
nosurh provision even in the ( ah utta Municipal Act and 1 do not think 
it w*iU be tlesiruble to go beyond that A«t. IVrhaps, vtiu all know very 
well how^ slender are the resources of these luuiiiidpalities and if they 
are allowed tt» scpiander mone\' on spetuilations — biu'au^e then* will W 
some element of H[H*< ulatinn— there is a serious risk of munit ipal finances 
coming to a (‘ollaj»He and its effect on the city services and town services 
would be simply disastrous. In this view of the matter, (hiveruineut 
cannot incept these two amendments. 

As regards the amenfiment of Hai Muhasai to pay contributions to 
rec'ognisetl assiH lutions of iituin(’i|ia)ities for their eommon la'iiefil, there 
are many things wfiiili imiv be «loin‘ on tfuit ground. The revenue of 
the miinif'ipality is meant f<»i the leuieti! of tfie rntepa\ers and not meant 
for the leniefit oi tio* |H*oplc u ho ate foi the time being in chaigi* of 
municipal finances, and if tins power In* intro<luced it is bound to be 
abused and for the tune being the uinnieipal coiniiiissjuners will use the 
municiftai finain'es in fnttheiaiH f* ot their ovt n piditira) amintioiis and 
other end*'. riierefoie it will be very undesirable to have a provision 
of this sort. 

Bai Bahadiii Dr. Ifuridliun I)utt\ aitieiidiiieiit is that there should 
be a pioNision for the pres<*rital ion of adilr«*sses t«> distinguished pcrsoiiM. 
lie has Teferrcd to the lecent proposal of the Maciras ( 'orpmatiou to 
pres«*nt an achlicss to Dr. Sir Nilrutan Sirt ar and Dr B. Uo\ . Sir, 
Uovernmeiit make no distiin tion betwe«*ii oftii nils an«l iion-ofhr ials and 
they realise tliat the da> s of oflimals me ocei and the days of non- 
officiuls are coming ami tlun arc prepared to adapt themselves to the 
changed cirt uiiistancw. 

4 p.m. 

Here alsci I reeptest the hon’ble tiieiiibets to rememlw*r that we are 
not legislating for Ircrdies like the t’aleiitia <*orporation r»r the Madrita 
Corporation or the Boinimy CorfK»raf ion but for municipalitieH like 
Qarulia, Kankinara, Bhatpara, etc,, that is to say for the mufastal 
mttnicipalitieji, and it is highly undcrsiralde that we ahould put tempta- 
tion in the ways of the commiftrtionerft to waste public money on 
addreoaes. It '\n a luxury, which a Ijody like the Calcutta Corporation 
ol which my hon’ble friend wa» till lately » diatinguUhed member, can 
afford and not the mufanal miiniripalitie«. On tbii ground I oppono 
tliia too. There no proviiion in the preeeot Municipal Act and 
Govemment find no justification for inserting this clause. 


IS 
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ilTt PREtIDENT; I would like to divide Munindra Deb Bai 
Maba«ai’H unieiidment into two parts ^jeeause the decision with regard 
to the first two parts will govern Babu Satyendra Nath Roy’s amend- 
ment. I will put the third part separately. After that I will put the 
amendment of Kai Dr. Haridhan Dutt Bahadur. 

The following motion was then put and lost: — 

‘‘That after ilause 97 (1) i,rx.ric) the following he added, namely: — 

*(xx:xul) with the surirtion of the Ix)Wil (jovernrnent in granting 
of subsidy to railways, tramways, motor bus services and 
organ i.sations for the supply of electricity or gas; 

*{xjrxie) with the sanction of the I/ocal (lovernment and subject 
to such terms and (onditions as may be enforced by it in 
promoting companies for the supply of electricity and gas 
t(»r railw'uys, tramways and other companies of public 
utility’.” 

‘I'he mnti<m of Babu Sut.vendiu Nath Hoy therefore failed. 

The following motion was then put and lost: — 

“That after clause ft? < /) (r.rxu) (he following he a<hled, namely: — 

''{xjrxij) in payment (»f conirihutions to reiogiii.^ed as'^ociat ion.s of 
municipalities organised for the eommon benefit of munici- 
palities and in payment of travelling allow uiices of representa- 
tives of municipalities sent to attend meetings organised by 
su<*h asstK'iations in u(<'<»rdanre with rules that may be 
framed in (hat behalf by the lx)cal Government.” 


The motion of Hai Dr. ilaridiuin Dutt Bahadur was then put and 
lost. 

TN Hoii*bl 0 Mr. BUOY PRASAD 8INCH ROY: Sir, may 1 have 

your permission to move my amendment ^ 

Mr. PRESIDENT: 

Tht Hon’bM Mr. BUOY PRASAD SINCH ROY: 1 beg to move 
that after sub-claoae (^) of clause 97 the following be inserted, 
namely : — 

“(3) Nothing in this aes'tion shall affect any obligation of the con- 
miiaioiiers arising from a trust legally imposed upon or accepted by 
them.” 

The mot toil was mit and airreed to. 
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Mr« BREtlDENTl The question iti that clauae 97» an amended by 
the Council, atand part of the Bill. 

The motion waa put and agreed to. 


Clauses m to m, 

Mr« PRESIDENTS The citteHiiou in that clauHtM« 98 to 100 atand 
part of the Bill. 

The motion whs put and agreed to. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I am to infoim the Jloiirie that neceaHiiry khiic* 
tion haji Ihhmi rweived from the (ioxeruor (feneral in regartl to motiotiM 
No. 1018 to 1019. He refu^eil to aeronl .Hanetion for tlie moving of 
amendments No. 1280 to 128o. Motion No. 1259 and rjtiO have met 
with the same fate, hut he has given permission to move the rest. For 
the present we will get hark to motions l(tJ8 t(» 1019. 

The Hofi*ble Mr. BldOY PRASAD SINDH ROY: Hovernment is 
piepartMl ac eepi motion N(». 19)8 i hope the IIoum* will also aeeept 
m\ motion No. 1919. 

The folh»uiiig motions were then pul aiifl agreed to; — 


\t ir ('httiSf'M to 

8 hat atler il.iuse 90 the folhoving Iw insetted, namely: — 
^'Ahfiodotniient of ari/uiMtfton. 

90A. '/) In any i ase in which the com mis.si oners projKJse to acM|uire 

any land tor the rt»ei)upmt*nt of the rost of tarrying out any of the 
purposes of this Act, the riwner of tlie land or any person having an 
interest therein greater than a lease for \earR having seven yirnm to 
run may make an application to the comnnssioners reipu^sting that the 
ttCi{uisition of the laini Im‘ ahandoned in » onsideration of the payment by 
•uch person (»f a fe<* Uj he fived hv the foiiimissjoners in thnl hehnlf. 

(^) The cominissioners shall admit every su« h application if it 
rciftches them before the time fixe<l by the Collector umler sis'tion 9 of 
the liUDd Acquisition Act, 1894. for malting claims in reference to the 
land : 

Provided that unlenA the application in made by all persons who have 
on interest in the land greater than a lease for yearn having eeven year* 
to run, the application thall not l>e deemed to be admitted unlete tlie 
pereon applying undertaken to pay in one instalment the full fee 
payable under sub-eection (J) and thereafter pays such fee. 


AbetMloci* 
ntttni of 
soqubrfiion 
in eoiMii* 
clomiiofi dl 
spoohil 

iMiynMill. 


toi IMNL 
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Explanation . — A morif(^agee shall not be deemed to be a person 
having an interest in the land greater than a lease for years having 
seveti years to run. 

(•T) If the romniissioners decide to admit any .such application they 
shall forthwith inform the Collector, and the (^>llector shall thereupon 
stay proceedings tor the ac(|ui.sition of the land for such period as the 
commissioners may re(|ue8t, and the commissioners shall proceed to fix 
a fee in consideration of w'hich the accjuisition of the land may ba 
abandoned. 

(if) In fixing the fee to he paid in considerati(»n of the abandonment 
of the ac(|uisition of the land, the comtiiissioners shall, so far as to them 
ap[»ear to be practicable, fix a sum which in their (*pinion represents 
two-thirds of the increment in the value of the land which will in their 
opinion accrue to that laud us a result of the improvcunents elfected in 
the locality by the sc heme fc»r t]»e purposes of which the acijuisition has 
been sain t ioiiefl. 

('5) Such f(»e shall be and remain a c haiire on the land, in respec't of 
whic’h it lias been fixed, until the repayment thereof with interest in the 
manner hereinafter provided and shall be payable by the applicant on 
or liefore a date tc» be fixed liy the comniissicunTs in tiu.> belialf ; and 
such date shall not be less than four years from the publication of the 
notification under sc^ction (> of the lauid Accjuisitioii Act, 1894, nor shall 
such date be a date before that on which the .scheme is dec lared by the 
commissioners to be completed in so fur as it affects such laud. 

(f?) Before the date so fixed, tfie person from whom the commis* 
siotic'rs have* arranged tc» accc‘pt the said tee, ma\ , if tlie commissioners 
are satisfied that the security offered b\ him is sullicient, execute an 
agreement with the commissioiiers either — 

ic) to leave tile said fee outstanding as a charge* on his interest in 
the land subject to the payment in perpetuity of interest at 
a rate not exccHnling seven per cent, per annum, the said 
interest to run from the date fixed under suh-section (fJ), or 

t**) to pay the said fee by such number of etjual yearly or half 
yearly instalments of principal or of principal and interest, 
as may be approved by the t'oiiunissiouers, interest in both 
cases being calculated at a rate not exceeding seven per cent, 
par annum on the amount outstanding. 

{7) When the said fee has been paid on or Wfure the date fixed under 
sub-section (4), or w'hen an agreement has been executed in pursuance 
of sub-section {$) in respect of any land, the proceedings for the 
acquisition of land shall lie deemed to be abandoned. 

(S) If the said fee be not paid on or before the date fixed under sub- 
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(9) If any mm payal>l<* tinder an a^raemeut exacniad in pumuanoa 
of iinb^aeetioii (6*) Iw* not paid on the date on wliirh it i» due, or on auoh 
later date a» the roinmiAMuners may in their dijicretion fix in thk behalf, 
no much of the fee fixed by the coinmiHjtionerH under j*ub-eeotion (3^, aa 
k at ill unpaid, Ahall be payable on that date in addition to the »aid aum. 

(10) At any time after an agreement ha« l>een exec uteil in pursuauea 
of clause (i) of sub-sei‘tion {6} any pernon may pay oft the balance out- 
standing of the charge created thereby, with interei^t due, if any, at a 
rate not exceeding seven per cent, per annum, up to the date of such 
payment ” 

When an agreement has b.^eu executcil by any person in 
pursuance of sub‘se<‘tion iO) of nection tlOA in respect of any land, ami 
any money payable in piirMinnce of (hat section is not duly paid, the 
same shall l»e retxiverable by the cnmmis.Hioiient ^together with interest 
up to the date of realiieatiott, at a rate m»t exceeding seven j>er f‘ent. 
per annumb under the provisions of this Act; 

and, if not so reccjvered, the cr»m miss ion era may, after giving public 
notice of tbeir intention to do so, and nut less than one month after tha 
puidication of such notice, s,*ll the intfuest of the said penton or sticcesaor 
in such land hy public auction, and may deduct the said moiicyv and 
tile ex|H*nses of the -^ale fntin the pro<'>*eds 4»f (he sale, aiicl shall pav (lie 
balanc e {\i any) to the defaulter. 

9(K\ If any land in rcf‘spec”( of which an agre<*ment has l>een 
executed, or a paMiient has Ihnsmj a«’c*epted in puisuaiii'e of siili-Heclioii 
(6*1 of section fML\ he suhscHjuenlly required for any of the purfMises 
of this Act, the agreement or payment shall iic»t bo d«H*med to prevent 
the acquisition of the land in puisimnce of a fre-nh decduration published 
under section (t of the l.aml AcM|uisilic»ii A<f, 


Mr. PRESIDENT: The question is that new clauses 9t)A to 90C 
ataud part of the Hill. 

,The motion %'as put and agreed to. 

Vtl, 

PRESIOENTx The question is that clause 101 stand part of 
the Bill. 

MUNINDRA DEB RAi MAHASAIs 1 Wg to move that in clauine 
101 (1) in line 2, for the words ‘'to l»e held'* the words “#|>ei ially 
<3oiivened for the pttrpoae’* be substituted. 

I formally move it. 
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Tilt Hon^bii Mr. BIJOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Government 

accept it. 

The motion of Munimlra Deb Kai Mahunai \i'a8 put and agreed to. 

Bibu SATYENDRA NATH ROY: 1 beg to move that in clause 
101 (/), in lin«} 2, for the word “three’^ the word “two’’ be subatituted. 

In the present A<;t the time for the presentation of the budget is two 
uiunthM before the last day of the financial year. It is now' projiosed 
to make it three months bef<»re the close of the year, /.r., from the end 
of January to the end of l)e<'einber. VVe all know that the last few 
days of December are holidays, so on tlie ac tuals of eight months we 
shall have to prepare the budget. The llon’ble Minister is aware that 
municipal funds are realised by <|uarters. so the third cjuarters’ figurea 
will not Im forthcoming. It will, therefore, be ditlicult to prepare the 
budget. In the (Calcutta Corporation the budget has got to bo placed 
before* a meeting not later than the 1 0th of February and in the Council 
the provincial budget is presented in February. In these circumstances 
considering that in the present Act it i-% two montlis I hope the Hon’ble 
Minister will accept my amendment and make it two months because 
it will b(* more convenient as a propei estimate of the actuals and 
the ftirtlu oming rer*eipts will !><» available then. 

Mr. H. P. V. TOWNEND: 1 rise to oppose this amendment. The 
two months proposed woubi be too short u time fur the preparation of 
the budget except in the very best organised of the municipalities. It 
may not he known to many of the inember.s of this House that under the 
present system budgets of many of the municipalities are sometimea 
not prepareil till late in the year to which th(*y refer. It is very 
unsati.sfiu'tory if the budget cannot be passed before the financial year 
begins. In some municipalities both the budget and the revised budget 
are passed niutiths after the year has staited. Tw'o months is nbt too 
long a peri(Ml for iW preparation of the hudgt t. 

The motion of Balm Satyemlra Nath Roy was put ami lost. 

Dr. AMULYA RATAN CHOSE: I beg to move that in clause 101 
(/), in lines 3 to (i, the word.s “a complete account of the actual and 
ex^wnted receipts and expenditure for that year together with” be 
omitted. 

It is not practicable to give a complete account of the actual and 
aiptM ted receipta and expenditiire of a year three months before the close 
of the year. 

Section 102 lays down that a revised budget shall W prepared after 
ist (ktober. That revised budget must include the actual and expeotad 
receipts and expenditure. Then why again another account is to bo 
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piftcad Dai^mUer? The next >*ear’» budget it» to bo taken up 

at the time »o it would not be possible nor in it nc*reiuutry to have an 
account within one or two month.^ of the revi»e<l budget. 

Mr. M. P. Vi TOWN END: l>r. tHuwe has HUgge!*ttHl that the pro- 
Tision in the Bill iw ahnurd iMvauMe the artualn of a year are not 
available until the year in tiniMhed. The word ‘^actualin" i.** u«ed here 
in it« ordinary »en»*e: uctuuLs of the year are the actual paynienta or the 
actual receiptn up to the inonient that lias been reached during the year. 
It i» quite unnecessary to put in any definitiim explaining the word 
‘‘actuals'* because it is ortliiiarv technical word. The wording ns it 
stands is quite satisfactory. 

The motion of Dr. Aiiiulva liatan (iho*^*^ \%us put and lost. 

MUNINDRA DEB RAI MAHA8AI: I heg to move that in clause 
101 (if), in line 4, the word *'s|H*cial*' he omitted. 

The expiessitm ^‘sp«'<*ial resolution** has non here laHUi defined and 
no spet'iul procedure has lusm preMrribe<l for having a “special resolu- 
tion’*, The >ior(l “special” has therefore no meaning here. Redundant 
word.s should not find place in a statute. In the CNmipanies Act (he 
expressifHi ‘‘sjn*<ial residtition” is used but lheri» it has been given a 
special meaning and a sjx'cial pitweilure prescribed for passing «uch 
resolution. It woubl be better to say that the re.solution will be passed 
at a special mi'eting. 

Mr. H. P. V. TOWN END: To save time of (lie House may I say 
that the (Jovernmeiit is prepared to accept this in view of the ai'cejitaiice 
of the previous amendiiieut. 

The motion of Munindru l)eh Itai Muhasai uas put and agreed to. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The <|ue.stion is that clause 101, as umended 
by the (.'oiincil, stand pari of the Bill. 

Tb© motion was pul and agreed to. 

('IntiJtf 102. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The question is that clause UYZ stand part of 
ibo Bill. 

MUNINDRA OEB RAI MAHASAI: I l>eg to tnova that in clauao 
102, in line 2, for the words “shall he framed” the words “may be 
{immed, if neceenary” be substituted. 

Tbe preparation of the revised budget should not be made imperative. 
It uay not be neeeeaary to revise tbe budget at all. The preparation 
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of the budget is a huge task and ineana a good deal of expenditure. If 
the budget ne‘eds revision it must be done. If it does not, this may 
not be mad(? compulsory. The word ‘^shall” may, therefore, be changed 
to “may”. 

Tha Hon’bfa Mr. BldOY PRASAD SINGH ROYs I rise to oppose 
this amendment. It should be obligatory and not discretionary as my 
friend seems to suggest. It may be a huge task but that huge task has 
got to be performed. So I oppo.se this amendment. 

The motion of Miinindra Deb Rai Muhasui was put and lost. 

4-20 p.m. 

Mr. PRESIDENT! The question is that clause 102 stand part of 
the Bill. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 

Babu KHETTER MOHAN RAY: Sir, I beg to move that after 
clause 102 the following be insertinl, namely: — 

“102A. During the finaneial year for which the annual budget 
estimate has l>een framed as provided in section 101, the commisKioners 
at a meeting may at any time frame a supplementary budget estimate 
of expenditure of any revenue derived or likely to be derived, in excess 
of the receipts under any heads provided in the annual budget, or from 
any other source, subject to all tlie provisions applicable to a budget 
made under section 101.” 

My reasons are these: There may bo many cases when it may be 
necessary to provide for extra closing balance and also for any excess 
revenue likely to be deprived from any <»f the heads, as also for moneys 
rec'eived by way of gifts not providc^d in the annual budget. For all 
these rc'asous, therefore, I think that there should be a provision for a 
supplemeniary budget. With these words I commend my motion to 
th(' ac'ceptance of the Ilcmse. 

Mr. H. P. V. TOWN END. Sir, 1 would suggest that this amend* 
merit is quite unnec'e.ssury in view of the dmdsion to retain (he provision 
for a revised budget. Also it is not nec'essary to frame a supplemeniary 
budget as soon as any exc’ess revenue has come in; a municipality necs) 
not spend any windfall immediately it is received. If such money is 
allowed to aeeamulate till the end of the year, no harm is done. But 
if the municipality for any reason has to spend it, there is always iha 
revised budget, at which time provision can be made for extra 
exiH‘nditure. 

The motion of Babu Khetter Mohan Kay was put and lost. 
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Claute 103. 

Mr. BREtlOENT: The q\i<*slion iM that rluuM^ 10*'^ »taru1 part of 
ihe Bill. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 

Clause 104. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The question is that clause 104 stand part of the 
Bill. 

Babu KHETTER MOHAN RAY: 1 propose that clau.se 104 ha 
omitted. 

Clause 100 is quite sufhcient for the purpose tor whicli clause 104 
ia wanted. It says that the coininiHHioners shall provide for the main« 
teuance of such minimum closinj^' balance lif any) as the liocal Govern- 
merit may, by order, preacrila*. f»>r the service of municipal loans and 
for currying out any duty or obligation specifically imposed ujion them 
under this Act or any other enaitment. Therefore, Sir, in view of 
this provision in clause lO'l as also the provision in clause Dti 1 do not 
think that the Irocul (iovernmeiit should have priwer in case of imlehted- 
uess of a municipality to order that its budget should l>e subject to the 
aanction <»f the Local tfovernnient . There is also the provision in 
clause IMi that the commissioners shall set apart and apply annually 
out of the iituiiif'ipal fumls sucii sum as may In* refjuin*d for the repay- 
ment of, and the jmyment of intere.st on, any loan incurred under the 
pnivisioiis of the l/»cal Authorities f/oans Act, 1914. So, Sir, it i a obliga- 
tory oil the inunic ipulity to provide for interest on loans and under 
clause lOd the inunicipiility must provide for the maintenance of such 
minimum clo.sing balame us tlie (iovernmeiit may prewTihe for 

the sendee of loans, (’ofiHe<|uentlv. Sir, to make the budget subject 
to the sanction of the I^uul (foverniiient is quite uniieci^ssary and this 
clause should be omitted aitogethei. 

Or. NARESH CHANDRA SEN CUPTA: Sir. 1 support the motion 
for the reasons already given by my friend and ft»r the further reason 
that for a contingency like this, namely, where the finAncinl condition 
of a municipality is unsatisfactory and it may In* desirable in the first 
place to ensure that the services of loans and that other essential 
•ervice* are provided for, so that the municipality may not run further 
into ineolvency, for such a contingency, apart from the provisions of 
clauscMi 103 and 90, clause gives ample security; thnt is, if the 
Local Govermnent finds that the financial admitiistraiioii of the ruuriici- 
pality is extremely unsatisfactory the proper remedy is not to ha%'e the 
power of controlling the budget and of supervising it, but to take over 
the financial administration under the powers which Govemnient has 
under clause 535- Under that clause Government can take over any 
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department of a municipality if the municipality has failed to work 
that department prop<‘rly. It says that if in the opinion of the Local 
GoTernment the commiHaionerH have shown their incompetence to per- 
fonn the duties impo^^ed on them or have been found to have exceeded 
or uhused their jKJwers in respect of any department, the TiOcal Govern- 
ment can take over that department. For these reasons if the financial 
administration of a municipality is so very unsatisfactory aa to bring 
it un<ler this clause, the proper thing for Government U) do would be 
to take over the financial administration and appoint an officer to do 
the work, ('lause 104 on the other hand is not so drastic. But it says 
"that if in the opini(»ri (d the l/)ial (jovernment, the (ondition of 
indehtedneHs of any municipality is sucli us tf> make the control of 

Government over its btidget desirable ". Thi.s is a very vague 

expression. A municipality may be indebted, but it may not be in- 
solvent, If it had been said that the municipality was practically 
insolvent, T could have understood. If it was said that the indebtedness 
of the municipality ''as of a particular desr riptioii, I wmld have 
underst<K)d. But the wh<de thing is left to the I/)cal Government. It 
has only to say that you are indebted and that your condition is such 
that the budget should be revised by us. I do not think the Ivocnl 
Government should have that power. They can only say that they 
will take action against the municipality under clause <>15. Therefore 
I submit that this clause 104 is ahcdly unnecessary, 

The Hon^ble Mr. BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY; Sir. under section 
7() of tlie Bengal Muni('ipa] A<-t the budget of every municipality has 
got to be .submitted to the Divisional (k>mmissioner. If there is unv- 
thing wrong he may ('hango it (»r can return it to the municipality for 
putting it right, Hiis Bill provides a great relaxation of Govern- 
ment ('ontrol in this respect. I should ask the hon’ble members of 
this House to read carefully the language of the Bill clau.se: "where 
in the opinion of the liocail (Jovernment, the condition of indebtedness 
is such as to make the control «»f (Jovernment over its budget desirable, 
the liOcal Government may by order, etc., etc." 

Sir, Government will not ask the municipality to submit its budget 
only for the mere fun of interference; unless and until they are satisfied 
that the finances of the municipality are gtiing wrong, 1 do not think 
Government will intervene. Moreover, as I [minted out, Sir, it is 
a great advance on the existing provision of section 76 under which 
•very municipality,, whether indebted or not, must submit its budget 
to the Commissioner and the Commissioner may change or alter it and 
return it to the municipality for changing or altering it. This financial 
control of liocal (ioverniiient is alieolutely necessary not in the interoii 
of Government but in the interest of the municipalities ihennelvea. 
Sir, Dr. Hen Gupta would wait till the finances of the municipality 
became absolutely hopeless and he would not interfere till then 
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would only ask Gorernnieiit to exercise power under clause 655 of the 
Bill, namely, to take over a j^uirticular department and put it right. 
Sir, that is an extreme ease. It is public money which is spent by the 
municipality and if Government bnd that the finances of a particular 
municipality are not in a good condition, it is the duty of the f^ocal 
Government to intervene in time and not wait till things l»ec*oine abso- 
lutely bo|>eless. Sir, my friend. Dr. Sen Gupta, has got a great dis- 
trust of the liocal (tovernment. Hut I may remind him that the Ijocml 
Government which is going to exereijM* the |M>wers under this Act is not 
the (iovernment of which he has so much mistrust, hut the li<ical 

Government under an autonomous constitution. The Local Govern- 
inent under the new c-onstituti<»n means a Minister resjainsilde to the 
House and to tlie paid if’ fuitsidc tlmuigh the representatives of the 
j>eople in this House. Sf» I do not .see any room for this mistrust. It 
is a very salutary provision which should be retained. Government’s 
power is reduced consiflerubly ami only in special einmmstaiices they 
may have tf» intervene in a very bad case, and this reserve |»ower is 
therefore really in the interest of locnl Imdies. I w'ould iisk the hoii'lde 
memlw’rs inclmling I)r. Sen (lupta to think of the small units of local 
self-government in the different mufiunal towns. They are not very 
rich bodies ami they <annot affunl to m|uam!er money and make things 
come to a stund-.still. If (iovernment wait till thiui, perhaps things 
may reach a statre when they woubl he lieyiiml refleinption. It is for 
this that liiiicly intei venti(»n is necensary. Therefore 1 oppose this 
amemlnieiit. 

Dr. AMULYA RATAN CHOSE; Sir. I rise to support the aimuid- 
ment. While floiug mj 1 will just say a few' words in reply to whai 
has fallen from the ifon’hle Minister. The Hon’hle Minister has 
pointed out that it is absolutely necessary to retain this clause 1(1-1 not 
so much in the interest of the (foveriiiiieiit as in that of the munici- 
palities and rutepavers. Sir, I say that this clause is absolutely re- 
dundant and superfluous. In every iiiunicipulity a budget « atinoi 
be passed without it lieing placed before a meeting of the comiiiis- 
•ioiters, and the proceeditign of every meeting have got to he sent 
through the Magistrate to the Divisional Goinmissioner. He not only 
gets the pnx’eedings of every meeting but be also sees the rejxirts in 
which among other things the financial tran.sactioiis are shown and 
when i|ie reports come liefore the prt»ps*r authorities they will have 
ample chance to me how things are g«>ing on in the municipality, and 
there is no necessity of any apprehension that the lx>cal Government 
will be unaware of the things that are going on in the munici][»aHtiee 
and that they will find one fine morning that a certain municipality ia 
iiiwolved in debt. This submission of revised estimate of the budget 
ef the municipality is a very peculiar thing that we have heard this 
nftemooti. 
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Sir, at regards the future Government, much hope is given by the 
Hon'ble Minister, but it is said that coming events cast their shadows 
before, and with the communal award before us, we know what things 
are in store for us in the future. With these few words I support 
the amendment. 

Mr. H. P. V, TOWNEND: Sir, I do not think any reply is neces- 
eary to what Dr. Ghose has said. 

The motion that clause 1()4 be omitted was then put and lost. 

Mr. PRESIDENTS The question is that clause 104 stand part of 
the Bill. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 

[At 4-30 p.m., the Council was adjourned for prayer and it re- 
assembled at 4-40 p.m.] 


Clause 106. 

Mr. PRESIDENT* The question is that clause 10.') stand part of 
the Bill. 

The motion was put and agreetl to. 


Clause JOG. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Tlu* question is that clause 10(i stand part of 
the Bill. 

Dr. NARfSH CHANDRA SEN GUPTA: I beg to move that for 
clause 106 the following be substituted, namely: — 

'*106. The municipality shall , submit to the J^aal Government 
plans and e^timates of .ill work estimated to cost more than ten thousand 
rupees befoic such estimate is finally accepted; and the I>04'al Govern- 
ment may within thirty days from i-eceipt of such estimate send to the 
ehaiman such comments and criticisms of the proje<*t or the estimate^ 
at it think'* fit. Where any such comment or criticism is made by the 
liocal Government the ('oiumiseionert at a meeting shall consider such 
eomiiients and critit'isms before the plan and the estimates are finally 
•anctioned. When any work estimated to cost above ten thousand 
rupees is undertaken by a municipality, the Government may require 
•tatements of the progres.s and completion of such work, with aeconnis 
of the expenditure on the same, fb be fubiiiitted from time to tiiB% 
ill each form as it may prescribe.’* 
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The to which thi^ in an ameiulment run^t thu» — 

“106. If any work is estimatetl to uhov© ton thousand rupees, 
the Ijocal Government may recpiire the plans and estimates of such 
work to be submitted for its appnival, or for the appnival s»f any 
officer of Government before such %vork is (*onimenc€nl ; and may require 
statements of the projrress and completion of such work, with acoounta 
of the expenditure on the same, to be submitted from time to time, 
in such form as it may prescribe, f<ir its approval, or for the approval 
of such officer.” 


But my profHisal is that the e*<tinmte shall only l>e submitted) to 
Government before it is finally acrepte<l by the municipality, Govern- 
ment heinjr only asked to ^jive its opinion upon that estimate; tho 
Ijoial Government may, within ‘M) days from receipt of such estimate, 
send to the chairman such fomments and criticisms of the prtijeci or 
the estimates as it thinks fit. Where any such comment or criticism 
is imole by tlie l/»cal ( it»v»‘rnmen( . the commissioners at a meetinjr shall 
cofisiiler such <(unments an<l crithMsiiis before the plan and estimates 
are finally sanctnmed. Wlieii any w'(»rk estimateil to c<mt almv© 
Rs. 10, (HK) is underiuken by a municipality, tlie (lovernmeni may aliio 
reijuire statements of the protrrcHs and completion of such work, with 
accounts of the expenditun* on the name, to he suhmitteil from time to 
time, in ‘*U( h f«»rm us it may prescnhe. The only differem’e hetweou 
the tw<t. my ainemlnient and the i biune as it now stands, lies in thin: 
that in my aiiiendnient sm h an estimate shall be sulunitteil to the I.>ocal 
(to\ernnient for their criticisms and opinion, hut not for their approval, 

I hope the lion'ble Minister will not find in this amendment an instunca 
of mistrust of the laual ( iovernmeiit, of wdiich he acc'tises me. Sir, th© 
real |M>sition is this; the Ifon'lde Minister himsidf, according to his 
opening: sj>eech, idiservetl that (Oiverninent wanted (o be relieved of 
all internal control over the municipalities and that the muniriiialitiea 
should Ih» allowed to carry on their own work in their own way without 
any interference from (♦overninenf , ami thul the umtrol whit h (fox'eni- 
luent would ©xercijie over them w*ould be merely control from without. 
We have l>een moving amendments, at any rale 1 have l>e«n moving 
amendmenU, which aeek to give effect to the principle hy which tho 
Local Government^fl control should W outeide f^uitrol and not control 
over the detaiU of municipal administration. This does not tieceii- 
sarily imply mistrust of the I/ocal Government and 1 hope the Hoti’bl© 
Minister will not be carrie<l away by this nightmare of mistrust with 
regard to my amendment. Sir, I want the HonMd© Minister to shake 
tM the idea (which apparently he cannot get rid of) that he is the l/MTal 
Oovemmant for ever. Some people in office gei such ideas in their 
minds which it is very difficult for them to shake off. 1 am remtuderl of 
the story of a well known judge of England who at a dinner refused to 
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t«a«t the Queen l>e<;au»e he said “I am the Queen'’. I hope the Hon'ble 
Minister does not laliour under any such misapprehension, and if there 
is anythiriK in my amendment which is meant to curtail the powers of 
Local Government in the interest of the principle which he seeks to 
embody in Ins Bill, he should not think that it necessarily implies mis- 
trust of the IjOcuI Government, and far less of himself. Municipalities 
should learn to carry on their own work without paternal or maternal 
assistance from Government. It is (juite possible that municipalities 
may make mistakes or mismanafre their affairs, but unless you allow 
them to make mistakes they will never learn to administer their affairs 
well. If you constantly keep your eye ujmn them, and interfere with 
■them at every step they will not develop that sense of responsibilitv 
which we all want them to develop. The clause, as it at present stands, 
^mlwdie.M a proposal which seeks to interfere with their internal adminis- 
tration, if only be(umse it re<juire8 that scliemes slnmld be subject to the 
approval of the Local Government, schemes whieh involve an expendi- 
ture of over Hs, 1(1, 0(K). Well, Sir, T eiin understand the ffood inten- 
tions of Government. They are afraid lest tlie municipality’s money 
should be wasted, and I ^ive them eredit for their hona fidrs. Govern- 
ment does not venture to entrust municipalities with this work and 
always fear that they imi\ waste their money, just as little children 
are not entrusted with a stick by some parents lest tlu*v should do any 
barm with it. Sir, 1 want Government to be a little less anxious for the 
munii'ipalities and allow them to stand on their ow^n le^s and make them- 
selves responsilde for their mistakes. If (lovernment want to assist 
them, let thiun assist from outside: ^ive the municipalities all the 
advice upon plans ot the value of Us. It), (MM), that is necessary, but 
do not control them by saying that their schemes should all be subject 
to your approval. I ffive you all credit for your *::ood intentions. Then 
a^rain, will mere approval of the (Government always set thinjrs riffhtP 
Under the present Municipal Act, Government have a considerable 
amount of control over the budget estimates of the municipalities and 
schemes of this character, especially where Government contribute 
money. I know, Sir, how this rule has been working^. I was in Dacca, 
ami Uai Bahadur Keshab (Chandra Banerji and the HoirUle Minister 
for Education, also know a great deal almut it. (Government had a 
great deal of control over projects financed by Government and carried 
out by the Dacca Municipality, such as for instance certan addition 
to the water-w’orks s<heme for the Dacca Municipality and the sewerage 
scheme for Dacca. Have they worked out all right. Every one 
mits that plenty of mistakes have been made in the matter, in spite of 
Government having taken its share of responsibility. Well, Sir, what 
1 fiay is this: Ixd the municipalities make mistakes, let them learn 
by making mistakes and let Government content itself with the role of 
mere adviser. That is the principle which has guided me in moving 
this amendment. 
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Dr. AMULYA RATAN CHOSl: 1 to siipi^ort the fimendiuent. 
An we all know, when a plan or aii> wheme is submittetl io Government 
for approval, that plan or that sohenie comes otit after ancli a leiiffth of 
time and the delay is so prreut that it oftentimes so happens that that 
acheme has to W ahandoned. 1‘hat is my exjwrieiire and I could 
mention one scheme in which the commisHioners of the Howrah Munici- 
pality referred a plan and estimates for central draiimjre to the Govern- 
ment of Heiijml «ml that scheme, I think. l«>ok a considerable lenirtli 
of time, so mu»h that the iiiuni(i)mlity tfot tired of the delay made 
by the (iovernment. Sir, reil-tapi^m in the (rovernment de{mrtmetits is 
well known in this country and tins has also been admittetl by Govern- 
ment officers. In view ct this, it will not be at all eoridueive to the 
best interest, eitlier of tlie ralepuNers or of Government to control muni- 
cipalities in this fashion- "that whatever wheine or plan they have to 
carry out in theii ititiniciimlities foi the interest of tlo* niniiicijialitieH 
(hey will have t<» suluiiil the >ame and wait for the apt»rovul of Govern- 
ment or an\ ot its trusted offircis Sir. Government is mil mistrusted, 
when there is no j^iound Im mistrust but when theieare instances ^mlore. 
where we have exjienenced that references to the Government ha\e 
^iven riM* to cu'-e- of nn-trio-t, it is not the people who aie to be bhinied 
if t!M\\ mistiuHt Goveinment. W’lih these wuirds I support the motion 
of Dr .Naienh Chandra Sen tnipta. 


The Hofi*bl« Mr. BI40Y PRASAD SINCH ROY: Sir. I rise to 
oppost* the amendment. Dr. Xaresh ( handiu Sen Gupta complains that 
I accuse him of misttust of Government and that 1 may do the stime 
thin^ on this mcasioii. Hut I inav avssute him that 1 am not KoiufT to 
do so. I consider his remarks or rather his amendments not as ^ivin^ 
proof of his mistrust of G<ivei ninent but tliat they are purely meta- 
physical. theorelito.! and ima^Mnarx sujri^estions, of which my friend 
is so ver\ tul! and for which he lias ncijtiired such a ibfr«»at fame throujfh- 
oai th(^ length and bieadth <d thi'* piovince. l)i Sen Gupta said that 
I could not shake off the idea that 1 am not g<dng to be the Government 
for long or for ever, and he referred me to thi- <«n«* of a particular 
judge in England adio supfHwd himself to 1 h‘ sc» much ideiitifierl with the 
Queen that he could not proiaise her toast at a dinner. Perhaps, Sir, 
that was only compatible vrith an after-dinner toast ; but here we arc in 
lull poasession of our senaen except those who are carried away by their 
imagination and theoric^s. 1 mn unfortunately a highly practical man 
and do not ‘dabble in ideas, iinagination or tliisiries, I am not of 
''imagination all compact** as s^mie of my critics are. Sir, this amend- 
ment suggeaU that Government may. within *‘f0 days from receipt of 
aneh eatimate, send to the chairman such f^omments and criticisms of 
the project# or the eaitmata as they think fit. Where any such comment 
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or critici»iji i» made by the Local OoverHinent the eommissiouera at 
a meeting sliall counider Huch eominentn and erilicisme before the plan 
and estimates are finally sanctioned. These municipalities are, I may 
repeat, not municipalities with enormous resources which can waste 
l(>,t)(M) rupees on some of their projects. I (»ii quote from this book 
that the income of many of the municipalities out of 117 is not more 
than 4,000, 5,000, 6,000 and 10,000 rupees. The limit was Rs, 5,000 
before in the existinjiT Act. It has now been increased to Rs. 10,000; 
i.e.f to nearly the whole arnouiii of tlie receipts of some of these muni- 
cipalities. Sir, these municipalities <annot have expert officers like 
tfie (’hief Enjfineer of the Public, ife^ilth Dejairtment ; so when a water- 
works scheme has ^ot to he framed or put up, they certainly need 
the assiijtance of outside experts and it is beyond the resources of such 
municipalities to undertake such projects without the lielp and advice 
of tile exjierts of (lovernment : It is for this reason that Government 
control has been provided for in the Bill. Dr. Sen Gupta su^^^p-ests 
that Government will return these projects with their criticisms thereon. 
But criticisms for what purpose.^ Only to provoke counter luiticismii. 
Governm«?nt is already exjmsed to suffii ient criticisms and they do not 
wont to provoke further criticisms for n<)thin^^ Such criticisms will 
benefit neither the munici|mlities nor do any irood to Government itself. 
Sir, it is very neces*»iiry for Government to see that the money of the 
ratepayers is not wasted on projects which are defective or on projects 
which are perhaps beyond the capacity of some ol them to finance. 
They cannot us u matter of far t ^o on with important piojei ts like the 
water-works, diuinuj,(e, etr .. witbout expert advice, and for that expert 
advi<*e, they must look to Government. So, it has been pioviried that 
hefuie the scheme is sanctionesl, it sliould b<‘ nent to Govetnmenf. 
They have r>bjection to sum tion a scheme it it is witliout any 

defer ts. Government are always anxious, on the r)tli(‘r hand, to help 
lor'al iKHliaa, distrir t bt)ards and luiiiiicipulities ; tlo^v uie always anxious 
to place the servioea of their experts at the dispostil of the local bodies 
and there is no rtMisou to believe that it is only another methcKi ol 
control which Government want to reserve for themselves and in their 
own interest. Nothiim of the kind. It is only in the interest of local 
Imdies that this clause has been put in. It has been in existence for 
the last 50 years and it is working?: very well ; but in view of the experience 
that the local bodies may have pi< ked up in I he course of the last 
several yearn Government have raised the financial limit from 
Us. 5,000 to Rs. 10,000 and I see no reason why it should be alto^ther 
deleted from the Act,; So, I opjmse the amendment of Dr. Nareeh 
Chandra Sen Gupta. 

The motion of Pr. Naresh Chandra Sen Gupta was then put and 

iMt 
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MUMINDIIA DEB RAI MAHASAI: In Ti«w of what tho Minutar 

hm ju^^i Miid» it h uselm to move an amendment like tKi». HoweTer^ 
I beg to move the motion that stands in my name. It rune a« follow* : — 

That in clauee 106, in lines 1 and 2, for the words “ten ihoutand 
rupees'* the following be substituted, namely: — 

**twenty-five thousand rupees and in municipalities whose annual income 
is above three lakhs of rupees, fifty thousand rupees.’* 

This clause, which coiifei^ on the I^H^al ftoverniueni the power to 
require the plans and estimates of all works estimated to cost above 
Rs. 16.000 to be submitted to them for approval, is quite unsuitable 
for big municipalities. In such muuicipalitieti a work costing Rs. 10, (XK) 
is not such a big work as it is supposed t<» be in smaller municipalitiea. 
For instance, the sinking of a d<M»p tube-well, the extension of an) office 
building or the lonstruclion of a building for a i>rimary (mIkkiI may 
cost above Rs. 10, (KH) and the necessity of waiting for Government 
aanction for .such small works only means uiinecessarv delay without any 
corresponding advantage. 


Dr. AMULYA RATAN CHOSE: Mr. President, Sir, I Ug to 
move that in clause KXJ. in line 1, for the words ’’ten thousand” the 
words “twenty-five thousand” be 'substituted. 

Sir. tin- i-* a « la\iM» which conlem on the Lmal Government jmwer 
to resjiiire municipalities' plans and estimates costing aln^ve Re. 10,000 
to be submitted to Government for approval. This is quite unsuitable 
for big municipalities. In such municipalities a project costing alcove 
Rs. lO.OtXt IS not wuch a big work as it is 


Mr. NARENDRA KUMAR BASU: Sir, we have heard that argu* 
men I word for word. 


Of. AMULYA RATAN CHOSE. Sir, there are other matters such 
ae the sinking of a tulie-well, extension of office buildings or the con- 
•truction of a primary .school or dispetmary, etc., which may Ije necessary 
for the interest of the ratepayers, and if such projects are to be submitted 
to Government for approval, it will not W to the convenience of the 
municipalities. With these few words I commend ray motion to the 
acceptance of the House. 

OMNI BATYENORA NATH ROY: Sir, I know very well ibat 
Government has raised the limit from Rs. 5,000 to R#. 10,000. We 
know, Sir, that there are municipalities having an income of more than 
K«. 2 iakbs. 

TIh Neil*Me Mr. BMOY RRABAO BINCM ROYt There is only 
one such munieipaiity. 
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•ibti SATYENDRA NATH ROY: I would aak the Hon’ble 
Miniflter to remember that there are five municipalities with an income 
of over Rs. 2 lakhs — Howrah, Darjeeling, Dacca, Chittagong and 
Burdwan, end I think that the limit in their cases should be Es. 25,000 
instead of Us. 10,000. 

Mr. H. P. V. TOWNEND: Sir, 1 rise to oppose these two amend- 
ments. My objection is based on exactly the same arguments which 
the mover has advanced in their favour. The argument seems to be 
that the sinking of a deep tube-well, the extension of office building or 
the construction of a primary school may cost Rs. 10,000 and when it 
costs above R«. 10,000 Government will demand to see the plans and 
estimates and there will be delay. If the member will refer to the 
wording of this clause he will find that it provides that if any work i» 
estimated <o cost above Rs, 10,000, the local Government “may require” 
the plans and estimates of the work to be submitted to it for approval ; 
it does not say that Government “shall require” the submission of every 
estimate. When will (b»vernment require the estimates^ Only when 
there is good reason for sucli a step. For example, when such a costly 
work is pioposed by a municipality of wliich the income is very small. 
My Minister has pointtni out that there are many municipalities, the 
total income of 'which does not exceed Rs. 10,000 or .ho, and there are 
several others the total income of which does not exceed Rs. 20,0(M). 
If it were seen that a small municipality with small income proposed 
an extmvH^ant pnqiosal, Government woubl certainly see whether sucli 
a projec I was justitied and whether the estimates were sound. It might 
be that somebody was engaged in practically robbing municijml funds. 
Again there may be municipalities whost* reputation is not always ginal 
except inside their <iwn boundaries and municipalities which habitually 
waste their funds. There may also be municipalities of which the 
commissioners are rent by factions, where the chairman is unable to do 
his work properly and the vice-chairman in the absence of the chairman 
is afraid to do the work at all and so everything is disorganised. In 
such a case it might be necessary, I do not say it will be necessary, to 
scrutinise with great care the estimates of big works coming up from 
the municipalities. To accept a limit of, say Rs. 25,000, below which 
Government could not examine any .such plans and estimates, would 
prevent Government from examining estimates of fifty-five of the 
municipalities of Bengal. For these reasons I oppose the amendments. 

Mr. d. N. CUrrA: 1 have listeneil with considerable care to the 
remarks just made by Mr. Townend, but I do not think his remarks 
meet the argtiments of Mr, Ray. What Mr. Ray says is as the income 
of different municipalities vary considerably, while some of the muni* 
oipalities, I think three, have an income above Rs. 2 kkbs; them are 
oihera which have only a struggling income oia few ihoitinjtde and it 
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will not b« fair to impose the seme limit in the cMe of the richer mmnt- 
cipftlitiee. This seems to be such an obviously found propoaitioti thal 
I do not think Uovemment should have any objection in accepting it. 
Sir, it will save a great deal of waste of time if in the case of larger 
municipalities the limit above which they will not be able to pass their 
schemes without reference to Government should be fixed at a higher 
figure than in the case of the smaller inunici{>alities. 1 think this is 
a sound prop4>sition. What Mr. Townend said did n >t meet the objec- 
tion against fixing the same limit for all trniiicipnlities. All that he 
says is that because some of the muinci[wlities have neglected their 
functions and that their ofticers have not exercised that amount of care — 

Mr. H. P. V. TOWNEND: Sir, I did toit soy that, I said it might 
so hoppen. 

Mr. J. N. CUPTA: The difference seems to be very little btit what 
1 was going to say is that l>ad management in the past sliould md be a 
ground for the statutory limitation of the pow«»rs of the larger 
munii’ipalities, Oftiee-benrers of municipalities may change and the 
municipalities may d(» better in the future. So I think Government 
should not have piiwer to interfere in the rate of larger nniiiit ipalities 
to the same extent as it may in the ease of smaller munieipalities ; so 
I support the amendment of Hai Mahasai. 

Tlie H0fi*btt Mr. BUOY PRASAD SINCH RDY: My friend Mr. 

Gupta sf»ems wholly to be under a iiii*mj»prehensioii. The provision in 
the Hill properties a hunt of Hs. lO.tHMl; what is the practical eftri I of 
this on small municipalities writli an income of Its. 5 or lU. HldMttl; 
they will not be able to <lo so bwaiise such munieipalities canned be 
expe<*ted to come forward with n project costing Hs. 10,<HM) because in 
their <^He it is not sound. What it meons is that Government will Ih! 
perfectly justified in turning down that projwsal, so Us. 10/MMl by 
itju»lf is not a very small sum and we shoubl not take inU> account the 
income of munici)ialities; it is the ratepayers* money whicli is the most 
important factor: whether a municipality can waste more money or not 
it not so relevant and in the lasi* of small intinici)»alities the estimule 
will lie automatically low liecause they cannot aflfrtrd to waste 
Ra* 10,000 and cannot submit a project costing lU. 10,0(K). The limit 
wat originally R#. o,00U and that was universal. It has been raiswl to 
Ra. 10,000 and I need not repeat that Rs. 10,000 by itself it a tufficieni 
amount. It it the clear duty of Government to see whether a particular 
project costing R«. 10,0t)ff it sound or not even if it be tubmiited by 
tlm Howrah Municipality, of which Dr. (Jhote it the rep r a t c ntative. 

The motion of Munindra Deh Rai Mahatai wat then pot and loaL 

The moiioh of Dr. Amulya Ratan Ohose wat then put and kwt. 
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Mr* PREtf DINT : The question is that clause 106 stand ]»art ot the 
Bill. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 

Clause 107. 

Mr* PR Ell DENT: The question is that clause 107 stand part of 
^e Bill. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 

Clause 108. 

Mr* PREIIOEHT: The (|ueHtiou is that clause 108 stand part of the 
Bill. 

The HofPlilf Mr. BldOY PRASAD SINGH ROY; Sir, 1 beg to 
move that in clause 108 (i), in line 9, after the words “Secretary of 
State” the words “for India” l>e inserted. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 

Mtuivi SYED MAdIO BAKSH; Sir, 1 beg to move that in clause 
108 after the words “Secretary ot State in (’ouncil” oi “Secretary of 
State for India in (Vmncil” wherever they occur, the wold^ “or any 
other person in whom the property of the flovernment of India shall, 
in future, lie vested” be inserted. 

Sir, under the (loverument of India a('t. all property ot the Govern- 
ment of India vests in the Secretary of State for India in ('ouncil. That 
may not be the case, as under the new constitution, the property may 
vest in the Vitrroy, or the Governor General in Council or the Governor 
in Council in the pnivinces. So instead of “the Secretary of State for 
India,” it is better to put “any other person, etc.” as it will not be 
aeceiamry in future to come up for an amendment of this clause when 
the reforms are introd\M‘ed. 

Tilt Hoil’bit Mr. BldOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Sir, 1 rise to 
oppoM thi« amendment, ao, for obvious reasons it is not possible to 
anticipate, in whom the Qovernttieni of India will vest. It may vest 
in the Secretary of State in Council, in the Viceroy, or in my friend, 
Maulvi Syed Majid Bak^h. Tt is a very vague proposal and I therefore 
appose it. 

The motion of Maulvi Sye<I Majid Baksh was then put and lost. 

Mr. PRtSIOINTt The question is that clause 108, ns mnmide^ 
Igr the Council, stand part of the Bill. 

The motioi^ was put and agreed to. 
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Mr. «. M. BOtf : Sir, may I rise on a point of orilarP I submit 
that under clause 96 (d) we have dis(>ose«l of the matter raise«l now ia 
connection with amendment No. l(Mi2 which was lost. 

Mr« PRESIDENT: I do not think so. Clause 109 (J) says (hat the 
Jjocal Government may direct that the whole or any portion o£ (he coat 
of audit as determined by it shall be paid from the muniri]Mil fund 
within such time as it may fix. Ahhou^rh the principle involved in the 
two amendments is the same, they are slightly different as the former 
amendment specifically mentions something whereas the latter does not 
do so. 


('laute 1(^, 

Hft PRESIDENT: The (|uestion is that claus<» 109 stand i>art of the 

■ibu KI8H0RI MOHAN CHAUDHURI: Sir, I b«^ to move that 
t‘laus4* 109 (.>’/ he omitted. 

(He was inaudible at the IteporteiH’ tables. '1 
p.ni. 

Thf Hoii*bla Mr. BldOY PRASAD SINDH ROY: I think by 
accepting the clause 96 {d) the House has already lommitied il^lf to the 
principle that (toveriinient may ask (he municipalities to set apart such 
sum as they ma> di rei t towards the cost of audit. The principle has 
already heen accept€ui, hut the only difference between the two is within 
such time the Government may fix. That is the only difference. 1 
may repeat what I said on the last cK'ixiston that m far as this Govern- 
ment is ((incerned it is not going ask from the iiiuiiici|Mility the cost 
of audit. It will stick to what it lias lieen doing since 1907 but it does 
not want to bind the future (government and it is only for that reason 
that we have put in the claus4* which is before (he House and I hope 
the House will accept it. 

UHl SATYENDRA NATH ROY: T Wg to fioint out that the two 
clauses as [minted out by the Hon'ble Minister are not the same. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: There is no dispute alniut that. 

•aSll SATYENDRA NATH ROY: Government may direct that a 
pariicalar su^m should he set apart for the purpose of audit. But ia 
the present clause Government want that the municipal accounts should 
be audited by the Govemment auditor and that the Imcal Govern jbeat 
may direct payment of the cost of that audit within a ceHain time. So 
thmre ia, I thibk, a distinction. Under the cinminstance I support the 
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Dr. AMULYA RATAN CHORE: I rise to support the amendment 
oi Babu Kishori Mohan Ciiaudhuri. The Hon*ble Minister has given 

Ui luicJerHtand that the present IxM;al Government will not charge any 
cost for audit — this is so far as the present Government is 
concerned. But I do not think that the future Government 
should be bound by this. The future Government may at their 
pleasure change the provision made in this Act. If the assurance of the 
Government be an honest one then I do not understand why the 
Government should be so much insistent on retaining this clause? 

As regards clause lt(>, there is a bit of difference about the salary 
of the auditor and there is nothing ho explicitly mentioned that the 
salary of the auditor only will be charged. I do not think Government 
auditor ought to be paid by the municiimlity for the work that is done 
under the direction of (fovernmeiit. Therefore I support the motion. 

Mr. H. P, V. TOWNENOt I do not know if it is necessary to say 
anything in reply to the arguments put forward by Mr. Satyendra Nath 
it<»y. I urn worry I could not hear him very well^ Imt I gather that 
the difference between this clause and rlnuse IMi is that according to this 
clause the Local Government may direct payment ot a sum to the Local 
Government itself. '1 here is nothing like that in this clause however, 
(liabu S.U'VKM»HA Nath Koy: I protest against this.) That is what 
I understood Mr. Boy to be saying. 

As regards the argument of Dr. Glmse. he has repeated the same 
argument which he has used before and which this House rejected on a 
previous occasion. He made a remark that the future Government may 
not adhere to the pledge that the Hon’ble Minister has given. But it 
IS precisely for the reason that a future Government might wish to charge 
for the audit, that this clause is lieing inserted in this Bill. Therefor© 
Dr. Ghoae’s remark is not to the point. 

liOstl^^ he argues that this clause introduces the pernicious principle 
that a muiiicijMility should poy for work done on its behalf. When 
this House considered the matter on a previous occasion with reference to 
clause m \ti) they approved the principle that the cost of audit should 
be imyable from (he municipal fund. Dr. Ghose aesures that this did 
not include (he cost of (he auditors' mlary. What then did it include? 
Presumably be would have the municipality pax only the cos* of the 
paper, ink and pens used by the auditor! What other coe* would tlim 
he? In effect the cost of audit is nothing hut the cost of the salary of 
♦he auditor — except for iCme very small items as contingenciee. 

AMULYA RATAM GNOAAt On a point of personal expkma* 
tion. 1 did not mean that tlie auditor should not be paid but *kfi ba 
•hauld be paid by the GoviHrnnient and not by the munici|lality. 

The motion of Babu KtshoH Mohan Cbaudburi was then pal and loil« 
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Mr. •. M. BOSE: I beR to move that in clause 11^ in linea 1 
and 2, for the a^ords **the a'hole or any portion*' the a*arda *'any 
portion, not exceeding: fifty per cent." be aubsitituted* 

We have already pa>ijMHi section % {J) by which the niunicipalitiei 
have to pay nuch as the lax-al (foverniiient may direct toward* the 
cost of audit and in this sei tion 109 it is laid down that the liOt'al 

Go%’ernnient may direi t that the whole or any portion of tin* cost of 
audit shall he paid. (iov«*rnment have already stated that thnuprh they 
are under no leffal ohlijration to <lo .so, the> ha\e been and will continue 
beariiijir the whole (‘ost of audit. But this idause 199 (3) ttuty saddle 
the nninicipalit y with the whole of sin h ro*<t. What 1 objin t to is that 
there should he an> statutory oblijrat ion that the municdpulit ies will 
have to pay the whole cost 'Flie otlu'r day, when we were deiilinjr with 
clause iM» (f/t. stnin^^ opinion was exptessed that there should Ih' a 
statutory tddiKation on the (toverniiient to l ontinin* the present practice. 
My amendment proposes a sort of compioiiiise betwis*n these extreme 
view.s. I want to haxe it laid flown that the laH‘al (lovernment can ask 
a municiimlity to pu.\ for tin* i ost of the audit hut not for the whole cost 
— only up to Vt |H‘r cent May I sa\ that the Ilon'hle Minister, when 
he WHS not Mon'hle Mr Sinyh Ibn , when the Beriffa! Huriil Brimary 
Kfluf atifui Hill was before us hist vear, hail exactly a sjuiilar anietidment 
in wliifh he su^y-estf'd (hat the (tovernment shouhl not he allowed to 
ask the local bodies to pay unin* than half (he cost of audit Y I have 
taken exactly his ideas and I hope that now that he is in office he will 
have no r«*ason depart from his own opinion. 

Tht HOfflHt Mr. BliOY PRASAD SIMCH ROY: 1 have chanK<*d 
juy view* — hut thi.s is the result of the experieni’t* I have framed during 
the iaiit few' years. I oppose this ameiidiiu*iit. As I said Government 
i«r nof Agoing to <‘harge any cost of ainlit ; they stit k to (be priucipla 
which has been folIowcMl since 1907. There is no reason why thia 
statutory power should la* limited to 50 per cent, 

I think Dr. Ghose has got the same distrust of Government as some 
of my friends here. 

Mr. S. M. SMB: You had this distrust once. 

Tilt HtiPMt Mr. RIMY PRASAD SINGH ROYs Yes, ! had, bal 
it i» changed now'. 

The motion of Mr. H. M. Bose wa« then put and lost. 

Mr. PRiSIOSNTs The question is that clause lOP stand part of 
Die BiQ. 

Tht motioB was put and agitrd to. 
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Clause 120. 

Mr. PRCilDlNT: The question is that clause 110 stand part of 
the Bill. 

MUNINDRA OEB RAi MAHASAI: 1 beg to move that clause 
110 (a) be omitted. 

This clause confers on the Local (Toverninent wide rule-making 
powers. Such rules will have the force of 1*». The Government is no 
doubt entitled to require returns, statements and reports. They may 
ask the commissioners to keep their a<'(x>unts and prepare their budgets 
in pro{>er forms or ask Utoii to provide for adequate working and closing 
balances but the powers proposed to be given secun to be too wide 
specially in sub-clauses (a), (c) and (f/). In the Act the objects for 
which municipal funds can be utilised has been specified. It lays down 
the penalty for going beyond the Act. May I ask, Sir, why should the 
Government l»uve further powers to make rules to regulate the 
expenditure y The commissioners shouhl have full power within the 
provisions of clauses 9b and 97 of the Bill, to deal with municipal 
money providtvl they retain adequate working and closing balances and 
keep themselves within tlie Imdget provisions. 

Tht Mr. BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Sir, may 1 rise 

on a point of onler^ Gan the hon'ble imunber read out a printed spt^h 
which is already a public property ? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Was that printed?' 

Tht HofPblf Mr. BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Yes, Sir. 

» 

Dr. AMULYA RATAN GHOSE: It might have been printed but 
how c‘an it be public property.'' What i.s the meaning of public property? 

Tht HofPbIt Mr. BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: He is reading 
out from the proceedings of the All-Bengal Municipal Conference: the 
whole thing oppeariii here and he is simply reading it out. 

Mr. PRESIDENTS 1 am sure the Bai Mahasai will be able to refute 
the charge. 

MUNINDRA DEB RAI MAHASAI S I adopt it as part of my 
argument and 1 am using my own language. 

Mr* PRESIDBIITt Are you the father of the speech you ere mw 
Atlivering» or is it your child by adoption? ^Laughter.) 
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miMIIIDRA Oil RAI MAHAtAlt 1 ju«t ttmk ww* pointo from 
that. It ahould also be left to the commissioiieTs to determine how 
paymenti are to be made. If rules are necessary « the commissioaerfi 
may be required to frame rules for such purposes subject to Govemnieut 
sanction. But it .should not be left absolutely in the hands of 
Oovemment. 

Tlia Hofi'IMa Mr. BUOY PRASAD SINOIt DDYs I rise to oppose 
this amendment. It is very ne<’essary that such rule*uiakiug pi»wers 
should have a common standard for all municipalities. We must not 
forget that we are legislating for 117 municipalities and if each iiid 
every municipality liegins to frame rules for itself it would be a hopeless 
mess, estw*cially for the purpose of audit. 8o I think there should W a 
common standard. 

Mr. NARENDRA KUMAR BASU: 1 would like to support this 
amendment. The Hon'hle Minister himself has said that if each munici- 
pality W'ere to make rules for itself there will be a hopeless mess, hut 
the clause which it is proposed to omit is simply to regulate the 
application of the municipal fund to the pur|K>ses to which it is 
appltcahle. I submit that as the pur|>oses fiave been all detailed in 
clauses fHi and 97 very little, in fact nothing, is left to regulate. If a 
particular municipality spt»nds its money on any purpose other than 
those mentioned in sections Wi and 97 then it can he stopped by the 
other provisifms. If a muuh ipality wastes its funds and misapplies its 
funds to purposes other than in and 97 then it will Ik* possible ff>r 
the Local (loverniiuMit to check it under the proMsions in the lust 
chapter, but I do not see any reasfui why the I^ocal (Government must 
make rules for regulating the pur|Mise untler set tiems 9(i and 97 for 
which the muiutipul fund shall lie spent. Tinier settion liU every 
budget of a mnnicipulity Hlnill have to he siibmittetl to the fnaal 
Oovemmeiit and if the hmlget shows 

TIm Hofl’Mt Mr. BldOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: That is not it 
That was the law before it was changed, now only in the case of an 
indebted municipality it is to lie done. 

Mr. NARENDRA KUMAR BASU* 1 submit that only strengtlmui 
my case. If the budget is not to Ih» submitted to Oovemment then 
wbnt i« given with the right hand is taken away with the left. If the 
budget is not to be submitted! to (he I.#ocal Government, the munici- 
paliitea will not be under the lontrol of the l>ocal Government while 
preparing their estimates of expenditure hut as a result of this rule 
they will act the part of an adoptive father. Section 101 does not 
require any interference from the Local Govern men!. I, tberefore, 
liuulc tbai claSae 110 {a) is untenaUe. 
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Dr» NAREiH CHANDRA SEN GUPTA: As we have often seen, 
the Hon ’hie Minister’s arguments in support of this clause fall very 
short of the proposition which he is out to support. I do not know 
whether he has appreciated the full significance of the clause which he 
is out to support. 

The HOffbl# Mr. BldOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Not at all. 

Dr. NARESH CHANDRA SEN GUPTA: The clause gives power 
to Government to regulate “the applieation of municipal funds to the 
purposes to which it is applicable.” rnrler the rule-making powers the 
(Mvcrnment have power to say “you shall spend this money in this way 
or in that way, so much for this and so much for that.” I do not like 
to go at any length into the details of the principle of this clause. The 
application of the money may he regulated by rules, that is to say, 
Government shall have the power under this clause to make rules which 
may go so far as to say that out of the total amount at the di.sposal of, 
the < ominissioners this percentage shall he set apart for the officers and 
so miK li for conservancy, so much for that other thing and they might 
go int«> further details as well. In other words there will he hardly 
any necessity for the comtnissioners to frame a budget. The budget 
W'ouhi he there* ready-made. Ne\erthelesH we are assured that, the com- 
missioiiers are given full liberty to contred their budget in their own 
way without interference from Government. This is liberty indeed. 
It is just like tying a man hand ami foot and then giving him freedom 
to walk. 

Mr. H. P. V. TOWNEND: I might explain to tlie last two speakers 
that no rules cun he frametl by Governnieiit that are inconsistent with 
the principles of an Act and if Government tried to frame any rule 
which gr»es against the prim iples of the Hill it could not he upheld in 
any l ourt of law', and it couhl not ho supported by Government itself. 

h-.V) p.m. 

As to Dr. N, Sen Gupta, his general attitude is one of suspicion 
of all Government actions hut on inconsistent grounds. On some 
occasions he no faith in Government action: On others he thinks 
that Government can effect anything. S<»metimes he says that, Govern- 
ment should not have moderate powers hut should he confined to drastic 
measures: sometimes he thinks that Government should have no power 
to take any measure at all. On this octasiou he adopts the latter 
attitude, lie ohjet'ts to this clause bcH'ause Government might frame 
rules under it to regulate the application of the municipal funds. I 
would remind him that another member in his own hlm k of the House 
was prepared to wove an amendment to lay down that certain charges 
in section 97 should hsve precedence over sil others: it is only beesaw# 
Uk« auiMidmeBto w#r# nol put ia legri laaguagc .... but {wrhap. I atf 
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not entilild to rofor to information gathered in private eonveraation. 
Any how^ members of his own block proposed an amendment for provid- 
ing for the very principle which the member now rejects. Next, Sir, 
may I explain this matter of section 101 to which Mr. Basu refers F 
Fnder section 101, it is true, a copy of the budget is sent to the 
Government: but this is only for information, and the Government has 
no power to do anything with it. To say that by framing rules we are 
practically doing away with the pow-er of the munici|mlities to frame 
their own budgets is to betray colossal ignoraiu'e of what a budget is, 
and I do not know how to answer such an argument. There are rules 
under which Government frame their budget : hut would tiny meinbei 
here sugg!»st that in consequence it is useless to |)res4*rit it to tliis 
House. This argument is really without any vulitlit^ . Sir, 1 oppose 
the ameudment. 

The motion that tlause lltt uM he omitted was then put and a 
division taken with the following result . — 


AYES. 


aii, MMlvi HaMM. 

aaltaUlk, asi tahadur Oabtndra NaiS. 
iafwrp, Mr. P. 

•aM, Mr. MaraiHlra Kamar. 

Ciiattariaa, Mr. t. C. 
eKavdSarl, aalMi KlMiari MaSan. 
Satlaltaa, Mawlvt MMSamafiaS. 

Qliata, Dr. amalya Aatan. 

Dana, Daa« Sratvlla Kumar. 


Mail!, Mr. f . 

MaaatrjM, Mr. tyamaaraMiS. 

flai MaSaMit, Munladra OaS. 
Kay, Mr. tSanM tlwaiiaraturar. 
Kay, KaSu taiyaadra NalK. 
iamad, Maufvi Addui. 

Um Oudta, Or. Maratd OSaiidra. 
tSaS. Maulyi AMut Namtd. 


NOES. 


AtMl, Nawadtada KS«a|a MuHamiaad, 
KlWM Daliadur. 

ArmttraiiK, Mr. W. t. 

•aiiMk, Mauivi SKaili KaMm. 

DaMA, Mauivi fyad Majid. 

•ai, KaOu Lalil Kumar. 

■ a i itcH, Kai Daliadur KaaAad Chandra, 
•msiia. Kai tahib ranabanan. 

•atu, Kabu Jatindra Waib. 

•Irhwyrt. Mr. N. 

», Mr. I. N. 
ir. t. M. 

Kban Kabadur Mauivi Ali< 



Cbaudb uri, Ktiau ■a bbd u r Mauivi NaSfur 


Cbmud bu r y , Ntjl Mtfl Abmad. 

Oib i K , Mr. O. 4. 

SdKKiKDW, Ma j ar Od K tr b l W. V. 
eaaaar, Mr. C, O. 

Mii, Mai Sabadur Kamiai Kumar. 
SKI. Mai S a badu r Sa tym idr a Kumar. 
Karam ii, tba Nanwii Maamb K. 0. 



Oiltbrivt, Mr. K. N. 

Cuba, Mr. e. M. 

Hvndtrvaii, Mr. A. 0. K. 

Had«a, Mr. 4. 0. V. 

Mua* Mr. A. K. Sait-ul. 

Kavam, Mauivi Abut. 

Kban, Mauivi Amia.u«.lamafi. 

Kban, Mauivi Tamituddin. 

Kbaa, Mr. Kaiaur Kabmaa. 

L aav aa, Mr. O. W. 

Macuirv, Mr. L. T. 

Mitlar, tbt Maa'Mv fir KravaMi Obuadtr. 
Mamla, Kbaa Bahadur Mu b amai ad Abdul. 
Mubbarji, Kai Bahadur Bativb Dbaadra. 
Mat. Sabu Bub Lai. 

NaMmuddla, ibt HauWla Mr. Kbvmja. 
Ordivb. Mr. 4. B. 

r. H. C. V. 


A. f. M. 


Kay, Babu Ma piadra Marayaa. 

Ray, Cbawdbury, Mr. K. C. 

Maid, tba Nmcbia Mr. R. H. 

Kaia, Mr. 4. 

Kay, Mr. Baitatwar Bliidb. 

r. Si|df Kraaad SliigS. 
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i«riuH> tiMi SaIiHi Rttati M rti aii . T ii a m a n w, mr, w. H. 

irnif Hr. t. R. TawntNi, Hr. M. f. V. 

•in, »f. Oirltli CkaiMra. TwyMun, Mr. N. i. 

•taalttMi, Mr. N. I. WHUinsam Mr. N. R. 

MrMwmrgf, Mr. H. t. WmRImwR, tiM Mr. 4. A. 

THtfiUMy Mr. M. R. WartftMTtli, Mr. W. C. 

The Aye« being 17 and the Noeg 65 the motion was lost. 

Ofi AMULYA RATAN CHOSE: I beg to move that after clause 
110 (g) the following W added, namely: — 

“(2) All suc h rules shall have the force of law, provided that the 
rules are framed after proper consideration of objections or 
suggestions submitted within a reasonable time not less than 
three months by the commissioners or by the public likely 
to he affec ted, concerned or interested with such rules end 
after due publication.” 

Sir, my amendment ih clc*ar enough to make tlie hon’ble members 
understand what I mean. Of course the rule-making power of Govern- 
ment has already been accepted. Ilut my .submission is that the rules 
ought to be framed by Government after proper consideration of 
objections and suggestions by the municipalities or hv the public who 
are concerned with such rules, and without critiedsms bc>ing invited from 
thi^m and without hearing w’hat they have got to say, I think it will 
certainly not be reasonable to have those iul(*8 enac ted or to give them 
the force of law. Foi tiiis reason some time ought to be allowed to 
enable the public to send in their critieisms, if any, and aftc^r giving due 
consideration to these cTiticisms Government should make sutdi amend- 
ments to tlie rules framed hy them as are lUM'essary. Sir, these 
amended rules and thi*sc* uiiiendeci rulers alone should have the forc'e of 
the law: otftc'rwise not. With these words 1 commend my motion for 
the acceptance of the House. 

Khiii Eahailur Mauivi AZIZUL HAQUE: Sir, Dr. Amulya Ratan 
Ghose is fast developing into a non-officiul municipal expert, but he haa 
put us in such a diffic ult position that I find it difficult to charac- 
terise his motion, nor do I understand the object he aims at by tliia 
motion. He wants to thoroughly demcMratise the municipalitiee, yet 
in one single sentence, he would give all rules, whatever may be their 
nature, the force of law. m long as they are framed after consideration 
of objections. He would give such wide powers to the Local Qoveminent 
that they might promulgate any rule w'hich will be in the nature of 
law. As a medical practitioner perhaps he is not aware that Govern- 
ment under their nrie-iuaking powers never make any rules unlete they 
are first published and public criticisms are invited thereon. But 1 do 
not tee why my friend should say that such rules ehal! have the loioe d 
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Um, Soniituttea eTen rules enacted by Go^^emment h lound to be 
ultm ciVet* I think it would be very dan^rerous to have a provision like 
this. 

On NARESH CHANDRA SEN GUPTA: Sir, 1 am afraid 1 cannot 
support the Innguafte of Dr. Ghow^’s amendment. At the same time I 
hope that the Hon'ble Minister will set^ his way to accept some amend* 
ment in this sense that there ought to l>e some provision in the Act 
itself for the publication of draft rules Wfore those are finally made. 
There are such provisions in many other Acts. 

Mr* H. P. V# TOWN END: To save time I may say that there is 
already provision for this in the Bill. The whole of Chapter XXV deals 
with this. 

Mr. t. M. BOiE: May 1 say just «>ne word. I’nder the Bengal 
General Clauses Act it is expressly provided that all rules must be 
first of all published in draft and opinions called ftu thereon, and then 
after the time for seiMling opinions i.s 4»ver, Government shall finally 
make the rules. 

The motion of I)r. Aiiiulva Ualaii Ghose was then, hy leave of the 
Council, withdrawn. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Tl»e (luestum is that clause 110 stand part of 
the Bill. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 

rUfu^e III, 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The <{uestioii is that (lause 111 stand part of 
the Bill. 

MUNINDRA DEB RAI MAHASAI: I Wg to ino\e that in clause 
111 (/), in line 5, after the word **aiiy'* ihe word.s “one or more’* Ihi 
inserted. 

Bir, the clause authorisr^s the commissioners to “iiu|>oiie within the 
limit of the municipality rates, la\«»s, tolls or fees or any of them/* 
This seems to mean that either all the rates, taxes etc,, shall b<* imposed 
or only one <anyi should l>e imposed. In place of the words “any of 
them'* the worils “any one or more of them“ should lie used to make 
the meaning clear* 

Mni BENOD BIHARI SABKAR: Sir, i beg to oppose the amend- 
ttaftt. The change proposed is quite untiecesitary. 

T1m» motion of Munindra Deb Rai Mahasat was then put and loet. 
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Or. NAflEtH GHANOBA SEN GUPTA: I beg to move that to 
elauAe Hi (7) (a)^ the following be added, namely: — 

‘*or a tax upon persons occupying holdings within the muni- 
cipality ar< ording to their circumstances and property within 
the municipality provided that the amount assessed upon 
any person in respect of the occupation of any holding shall 
not be more than two hundred rupees per annum.’’ 

This is an enabling clause authorising the municipalities to levy 
rates and taxes and should be as comprehensive as possible, so that a 
municipality may not find itself powerless to impose a tax which it 
considers suitable. 1 know the principle of personal taxation has been 
delil»erately abandoned and instead of it the principle has been accepted 
that every one should be taxed on his holding. That is undoubtedly a 
sound principle, a principle of which no one disapproves. But there 
may be difhculties in the application of this principle to some rural 
municipalities in which the imposition of rates on the basis of holdings 
merely w’ould be disastrous to the tinances of those municipalities. 
Persons earning large incomes in these municipalities live in very 
Hiniill houses or houses of siiinll market value. If you assess them upon 
their holdings, they uill fia\e to pa> very little, even if you assess them 
at the maximum rate. .Veconlingly, persons who have larg^ incomes 
and have now to pay Hs. otl or more will find themselves in a 

position of being let off with a Miiall payment of Rs. (1 or Rs. II) for the 
matter of that, with the result that tin* hnanees of such municipalities 
would be frightfully re<luced. In suc h cases where the value of holdings 
is extremely low, I think an exception should be made to the generally 
accepted principle, that holdings rather tlian persons should be taxed, 
because to stick to that principle m every c ase would be unsound from 
the practical point of view. I do not say that it would not be possible 
to intrcaluc'e the principle of holding-tax in the bulk of munieipalities or 
even in all the munic ipalities. But supposing a case occurs in which 
insistence on this principle might mean a practical abolition of a 
municipality, it should have the power to impose a personal rat© or 
tax. For this reaauu I propose that this personal tax should l>e included 
under one of the several hea<ls of the taxes which a municipality is 
entitled to impose. It may be said that it will be inequitable to impoM 
a tax oil a person who happens to W more prosperous than others; but 
I fail to He<* why it should Ik* considered inequitable if he has to pay a 
larger rate than others. Again, Sir, there are Government aenrmnta 
drawing large salaries and living in small holdings who escape their 
just share of tax: Is this equitable? with regartl to this, 1 would juat 
point out one little thing. Amongst the rates and taxes which oau bo 
imposed on a person is a tax on trades, professions and callings specified 
in sohedek IT, so that a person who is following one of the tiedei. 
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ipfolMioii* and caUings^ mentioii^d m tliai schodule would l>e anaetied 
ouce upon kit holding and he would he again aeaeaaed to a tax by reatton 
of hi« trada^ profeaaion or calling. There i» nothing wrong in that : you 
tax a person there upon his bolding as a*ell as upon his trade* profession 
or railing* on account of the income that he deri%‘es therefnim. But 
Government servants, znmimirtri ofhcers. zamitulnn or other persons 
who are in enjoj^ment of salaries and inc^ome while living in the same 
municipality are not liable to l>e taxed under sub^lause {f). There is 
no reason w hy such people should not have to pay a higher rate than is 
justified by the value <»f the holdings they cKHupy. There may be cases 
where the imp(isition of a persciiial rate may be necessary, and that is 
the reason why I have proposed this amendment. 1 have inoveil ibis 
amendment not on ‘*the<ireticar’ or “uietaphysical’* grounds, but purely 
on practical grounds, that the retention of the clause as it at present 
stands may make the existence of many municipalities impossible. 


Tho Hon^blo Mr. BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Sir. I vcntuje 
to I'haracterise the argument of my esteemed friend. Dr. Naresh ('handra 
Sen (lupta. as an urguiiieiit of To*cessity. This time it is not a lueta- 
phv'^ical argument. He doe** not rare whether it is e<|uitahle or not. 
He »l«*e» not rare whether it is tlemocratu (»r uridemocTatic, but he is 
full tif sympathy with some of the muiii* ipalitiet which may lose a part 
of their income and therefore he is in favour of perMoniil tax. So I 
rharuc tense his argument as an argument of neceHsity. As he himself 
has admitted, it is a <listirict utIvuiMe upon the existing provisions ot 
the A(t anil it is rather late in the ilay to talk of personal tax. Simply 
liecuuse a man earns more monev than others, it is m> reason why he 
should jm> more It ought to be (ommensurute with the service that 
he <an get from the muniiupality . It ought to depend upon the bedd- 
ings that he occupies in a municipality and m>t on his personal income. 
There is income-tax for that. If lie earns more than others he has got 
to pav more than others by way of income-tax. There is a temleiicv on 
the part of our municipalities to reduce the amount of perwmal tax : 
some of them which used to iiniH>M» jiersonal tax in 1912-13 have now 
given it up. The number of municipalities that used to impose perwuuil 
tax was 72. It has come down to 59 iii I9:W)-.‘H. Wheieas tax on 
holdings is going up. In 1912-13 it was 3i, w'hereas in 1930-31 the 
number went up to 58; the amount that used to l>e realised from personal 
tax during the same period, rir.. Ks. 3,<9.(M)(), it has practically 
remaineil stationary. While the tax on holdings has risen considerably. 
wit,, from Rs. 14.30.000 in 1912-13 the amount increased to Us. 26.40,000 
in 1930-31. It is very unfair that, because a man has got more income 
bn should gay more, though be does not derive more service than thn 
mn who has lets income. A tax on persons is not imposed in the 
Fnnjab. the United Provinces or Bihar, and eo the tendency ie ngainet 
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ptnoMl It is not in force in England or in any 
oountiy. On these grounds I oppose the amendment of Br. Sen Onpla. 
Moreover, if we are to accept it, it will entail considerable changes in 
the whole Bill, because the Bill was drafted on the basis that a 
personal tax should not be imposed. 

Ral Sahib SARAT CHANDRA MUKHOPADHAYA: Sir, there are 
some rmfaual municipalities, such as our municipality of Tamluk, in 
which the tax on persons according to their circxunstances and pros- 
perity is in force for a very long time under the existing Bengal 
Municipal Act as the tax on persc^n seems to be fitted to municipal town 
like this where men of very good circumstances live in mud houses, 
there being very few brick built houses. In such municipality the 
introduction of rate on holding would so reduce its income that it would 
be impossible for the municipality like ours to go on. I'his can be 
illustrated by a few examples. There are munsifs and deputy collec> 
tors drawing a salary of Its. 300 to lls. 600 per month, who live in 
houses whose rents are not more than Rs. 12 to Rs. 16 per month 
(each holding) and so is the case of many pleaders and rich men of the 
town. For example the annual value of a holding (97 A) is Rs. 192 but 
the person who lives in it gets salary of R.s. 600 per month. So the 
rate (m said holding at 10 per rent, will be Rs. 19 per year but the 
gentleman pays yearly Rs. 72 as personal tax. The annual value of 
holding No. 174 is Rs. 84 and the tax on holding will be Rs. 8J i>er 
year but the gentleman occupying it pays tax Rs. 72 a year. 


Holding No. 

Annual value. 

Tax at 

10 per cent. 

Occupier pey* 
per year 


R«. 

Hm 

R4. 

90 1 A 

60 

6 

84 

39 A 

216 

211 

84 

41 

204 

201 

84 

85 

400 

40 

84 

103 

240 

20 

54 

03 

204 

26 

54 

138 

360 

36 

84 

eoA 

130 

13 

39 

02 

300 

30 

76 

88 

300 

30 

84 



So the rate on holding would cause another difficulty and hardship in 
a municipality like this. In this municipality there is a considerable 
area in which potir people live in small hute occupying some plots of 
lauds which they i^ltivate. As the term ''holding*’ includes agriciil* 
tuml holdings, tax^ are to be imposed on the annual value of tbeae 
lands which will cause great hardship on these poor men and will create 



OOTEttKlfEXT BIIX. 


m 


I 

whereas it would be found that the rich man who liee in 
Md houaas and have no other lands within the munidiuility would be 
l^aying leea tax than these pm»r men. 

For theae reowms 1 fully support the amendment. 

MUNINDRA DCB RAI MAHASAIS Sir, 1 beg to support the 
motion juat moved by my friend, Ih. Nareah Chandra Sen Gupta. The 
propoeal made in the Bill to nUiUsh the tax on persons which may at 
present l)e levied as an alternative to the tax in holdin^fs may cause 
imrdidiip in small municipalities. A {kmiv meral>er of once well-Uwlo 
family may inherit a bi^ houae but may not have any income worth the 
name. In small t<ia‘ns it may iH»t liavt* any letting value at all like 
big towns where one may let out u portion or the whole house and get 
an iiu'omc therefrom. A tax on persons would l>e more suitable in 
auch cases, Hpe<uully in small towns where there is no demand for big 
or even smaller houses. 

Mr. H. P. V. TOWNEND: 1 must congratulate the members upon 
their tactics. Thes have waited till the Hou’ble Minister has exhausted 
his right of sj>**aking by repl\ mg to tlie nc»t very weighty arguments of 
the mover, before bringing up tbidr heavy artilbo'v with a view to 
tietiiolisbmg iiis argument that (Iu.h Bill represents a great advanie in 
local self-government, I shall try to ansaer the sjHMikers, but 1 must 
apologise to t)u* Uoune if in> reply is not so <’on\incitig as that of iny 
llon’ble \\<tubl have been, if he bad known the particular 

line of attack that would be made in the i-ourse of the tlebate on this 
atneridment. 

The argument ol Uai Sahib is that it will be very bard for small 
niunicipalilies to be deprived the iiiconie winch they derive from 
individual*' who pa\ now a higher rate than they would if there were 
no tax on twrsons. lie is slating, in another form, the great objection 
to a tax on |»erM»ns : it is very unfair in its incideme. If the coinmis- 
aioners hapjicn to know' of (Tovernment servants drawing a certain 
salary, they can at once mme down on them and demand a higher rate. 
While, on the other hand, there is no way of finding out w*hat is the 
income of other p<H>ple with a view to taxing it. The cornmissiouers 
have no pow€*r of investigating incomes and very often ns we know 
there are hitter complaints made against municipalities almut unfair 
laxatiuii. The small municipal it ies view with dismay any prospe<*t of 
having to reorganise their ftiianf'es hut it di>es not follow that this re^ 
organiaation will not be to their ultimate good. If this tax on persons 
was really a sound method of taxation, it would lie reaaotiable for tbe 
number of municipalities which used this form of tax to grow larger, 
but as a matter of fact their number is gradually falling off during 
Hm last 11 or 12 years, with the result that there are noir only four 
omnicipalttiea^ in Bengal which rely solely upon this tax. If it were 
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inch a ffoocl tax I am perfec tly certain that more municipalities would 
have taken to it. An iny Hon'lile Minister mentioned in an earlier 
ftta^^e of the debate on thin Bill those municipalities which cannot raise 
funds without a tax of this sort should resolve themselves into union 
boards, wh;»re in a restricted form this tax obtains. It is really im- 
possible for us to hamper all the municipalities in Benj^al for the 
aake of a few, which should hardly be classed as municipalities in the 
proper sense of the term. 

Dr. NARESH CHANDRA SEN GUPTA: May I ask one question. 
Sir? Supposiiiff tliut a municipality cannot on on its holding* 
rate should it not revert to the position of a union board where a per- 
sonal tax would liavc to be fiaid? 

Th« Hofl'bid Mr. BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: In union board 
circumstunceN and property of a person within the union are taken 
into account, and not his income from all sources. 

Dr. NARESH CHANQRA SEN GUPTA: The same thing is 
provided for in my amendment. 

The motion of Dr. Naresh t'handrn Sen (iupta uii'i then put and 
lost. 

BaIiu KHETTER MOHAN RAY: I heg to move that clause 111 (/) 
(/) he omitted. 

The clause reads thus: “a tax <»n trades, profe.HHions and callings 
specified in sc'hedule IV at such rates as may he fixed hy the commis- 
sioners within the maximum rate fixed in the said s<‘hedule”. If a 
tax is levied upon the income of trades, professions and callings of 
persons living in a municipality, it will lead to great complexity in 
the uHsessmeiit (d tlie tax and impose additional burden on those who 
are already assessed to income and other taxes, so I consider it to be 
undesirable. That is why I move that it he omitted. 

Dr. NARESH CHANDRA SEN GUPTA: In connection with thia 
motion, I would like to draw^ the attention of the House to schedule IV 
which includes a company transacting business within a municipality 
f(>r profit; a merchant, banker, money-lender wholesale trader, owner 
or occupier of a market, baxar or theatre or place of public entertain- 
ment, bniker or d<dal in jute, cotton, precious stones, etc., whose place 
of business is valued at Rs. 100 per year, that is to say, with reference 
to their places of business. Then follow commission agent, architect, 
engineer, contractor, medical practitioner, dentist, barrister, retail tra- 
der, shoopkeejH'r. hatel-keeper, and so on, that is to say, a tax is payable 
by every person who carries on any profession of profit in that muBioi- 
pality and that tax will be levied upon the interne of that person by a 
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rule of the ihumb. Well. Sir, if the Oorerttmeni i« sattuhed m they 
apparently were in oppo^tin^ my lasit amendment, (hat no 

invidioiifi dint inction between man and man idiould In* made in reapeet 
of a tax with reference to income. I fail to nee how they can be jnatitifHl 
in impoaiofr this taxation accordinp to this schedule. 

[At (hvM) p.m., the Council was adjourned for prayer and it re- 
aaaembled at 0-40 p.ni.] 

Mluivi HA88AN ALI: Sir. I rise to ^fivc my support to the nmend- 
ment. A tux <»n profession, hu'^iness or cuUiniJr is a new projuisul. I'r»>- 
feasions and trades are always taxed hy the Income-tax Department and 
lawyers have also to pay li(‘ense-fees every _\ear. The im}>osition of other 
taxes on trades and professions cannot therefore be justified at all. 
There is no reason why these p«H»ple alone will have to pay another addi- 
tional tax. The j»eople are alreaily over-taxed and having rejrard to the 
ffconomir condition of the ('<nintry, I think the intnuluetimi id such a 
provision as this wiU lead to jrreat discontent in the country. 

Tha Hon’bla Mr. BUOY PRA8AD 8INCH ROY: Sir. 1 rise to 

oppose this amendment. A tax on profensioris or trades now' obtains in 
all advanced municipalities and 1 se<* no reason why it shoubl not lie 
imposed in the municipalities of Itenjrnl. ! do not think. Sir. that the 
House should accept thi.s proposal because we are (ifoinf: to place addi- 
tional responsiliilitie'^ on munici^talities, and unless we provide them 
with additional sources of revenue, we shall he Imildirit? castles in the 
air. There must be some additional source of income to enable these 
municipalities to di*'! bart;re their additional obligations. I must oppose 
the ameridiiient. 

The motion of Babu K better Mohan Hay was then put and lost. 

BMni KHETTER MOHAN RAY: Sir, f he^ir to move that in clause 
111 (/) (/*), line *3. after the words “the coiiiiiiissioTier’' ’ the words “at a 
meeting' hy a majority of at least two.thirdn of the whole numWr” lie 
inserteil. 

Or. AMULYA RATAN CH08E: Sir, I rise to supp<}rt the amend- 
ment moved hy Mr. Khetter Mohan Hun . The amendment is very sound 
in principle. As Government is anxious to put a check over the action 
of commissioners, 1 think (Government will he the first to accept the 
amendment. 

Tiia Mr. BI40Y PRASAD SINGH ROY: Sir. I rise to 

oppose this amendment by which the mover wants to lay down an 
impoMihle condition, rir., that two-thirds of the whole number of com- 
niitioners must support the tax before it can be enforced. That is a 
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oondiiton which will never be fulfilled. So it is no use providing this 
in the Act unless it is not meant to be a dead letter. I therefore oppose 
the amendment. 

The motion of Babu K better Mohan Ray was then put and lost. 

Mr. NARiNDRA KUMAR RA8U: Sir, 1 beg to move that clause 
111 (/) ig) be omitted. 

This is a new provision to provide for the taxation of dogs kept within 
a municipality. The only effect of this provision w'ould be to tax the 
people who keep dogs and it will put a premium upon jmriaJi dogs in 
municipal areas which generally circulate rabbies. 

The Mr. BldOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Sir, 1 accept the 

amendment. 

The motion of Mr. Narendra Kumar Basu was then put and agreed 
to. 


Mr. <1. E. ORDISH: Mr. Pre.sident, Sir, 1 beg <o move that clause 
111 (/) (h) l>e omitted. 

This clause is designed to give power to the municipal commis- 
sioners to impose a tax on advertisements. To my mind it has come 
very much before its time. I think it rather penalises the people 
who wish to promote business by means of advertisements; and I 
think rather than penalising them they should he encouraged. 
Furthermore, 1 feel that before munieipal commissioners are empower- 
ed to raise their revenue from such outside sources they should first 
justify such taxation by better ccdlectioii of ordinary revenue: when 
1 scat tfie rate (H)llection of mufa-xsul municipalities standing at a 
figure of 95 per cent., I shall be strongly in favour of extending to 
them the power now pnijKised. I see that the Hun ’hie Minister is 
prepared to accept this amendment ; therefore there is no need for me 
to continue. 

Tht HoiYM Mr. BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: 1 am prepared 
to accept this amendsieut. 

Dr. NARESH CHANDRA SEN GUPTA: Sir, 1 am entirely 
oppoaed to this ainendnient for the simple reason that when a person 
puts up an advertisement by laying out some money, be does so expect* 
ing to get a little income out of it and if this tax is imposed, he will 
have to pay a small additional sum for the purpose of displaying 
advertisements in tlm municipal areas. As it is, Sir, advertisementa are 
already an intolerahle nuisance as these disfigure most pkccMi, and if 
they are to lie endured Ibr commercial development, it seems, at any 
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mte, prop«r that the people who put up advertiaeiuente ought to pay 
•omethiug to the niunicipality for the privilege of (li«ftguriug tha 
municipal town. 

Tha Hoffbla Mr. BUOY PRABAO SINCN ROYt Sir, I with 
there were more uumer«ui« a(hertirtenieut«t. That i*», 1 think, a nign of 
prosperity in business, rnfortunutely in luuniripalities there 

is yet no sign of that, (toveriinient roii.*<iilers that the effect of u tax on 
advertisements at this stage would disetmrage business, and it Heeiiis 
rather premature to impose sm h a tax The time may come, as we all 
hope it will, wl>en it will be u profitable .source of income to the munici- 
palities but that has not yet tome. On this ground. Sir, (tovernmeiii 
is prepar€*d to aecept this amendment. 

Mr. NARENDRA KUMAR BASU: Sir, I rise to oppose this 
amendment. In spite of what the Hon'hle Minister has said, if you, 
Sir, would kimlly take the trouble of ativising memhers to read the 
language of the < luu.«»e. it will h«* seen that the Hon’hle Minister’s 
argument il«uw nt»t apply to this eluuse. The clause says: “a tax on 
advertisenuMitM ilispla\t‘d in puhlit plat es at sm h rates as may he fixed 
by the coninnNvi<(iuTs with the a{ipro\al <d the Ltual Ooveniment uml 
under ctmthlions ami limitations as the Local OoNcrnmcnt may, hy 
rules, f»res( rilK*/’ 'I’hat means, Sir, that it is iit>t t»hligtttt)ry hy this 
Hill, t>r li\ the A< t w Ihmi it bet tones law, tm e\erv utlvertiser tt> pay a 
tax to tht‘ mnnit ipalit\ , as it is t»nl\ iimler .sucli rules and ( tmtiilitins as 
the Iss al ( iovi tiiTiKMir ma\ , hy inles, aihiw that municipalities will 
have tht' opt am to imptiM* titi'* tax. We havt* been ttdd times without 
nnmlM*r that wt* are legi'^lating hv tins Hill not only for the prestml hut 
for the future; ami I am surprisrtl to find that this amt'mlment shotild 
stand in the name of a meuiher of the Kuroja»an group. My personal 
experieiua* of Kurope is not of re< ent tunes, hut fumi all what I hear 
and see in newspapers I fiml that theie is a tremendous hue and cry in 
Knglaml about the whole conntt\side being spoilt by advcutisemenlH, 
posters and hoardings. We are legishiticg for the future and therefore 
I think that this clause ought t(» retain its plaee in tie* statute so that 
when the time <'Oiiies tfie laaul tJoveininent may, h> rules, allow' munici- 
palities io im|Hw*e this tax. 

Mr. W. H. THOMPSON: Mr. Hie'^idiuit, Sir. I agn e with the last 
speaker (hat advertiJiemeiits are often an eye-sore and 1 would remind 
you. Sir, that, in Talcutta, you will find no advertisements on any 
telephone poles belonging to the Bengal Telephone (‘oqMiration, though 
you will find them on Government telegraph jmles. A necessary 
adjutiei of business in places where commerce has reache^l a state of 
development which it has not yet reaches! by a long way in mufaaal 
niuiiictpalittefl. Wbetber lesthetically advertisements are good or bad 
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it has been found that they are uaeful to the buyer in showing him what 
to ask for and to the manufacturer in putting his goods before the 
public. To tax advertisements l>efore they have hardly begxin to appear 
would be to stifle something which will ultimately extend and develop 
busiHcss in this country. There is one more thing that can be said 
about advertiseiuents. When a boy leaves his primary school, he very 
often lapses to illiteruey because lie so seldom again sees the written 
word. Did not one of Dickon’s chaructcrs learn to read and write by 
leading sliop-'<igns May not adveitisements be a means of advance 
in primary edmution in the same way?' 

7-5 p.ni. 

Mr« 8HANTI 8HEKHARE8WAR RAYs I am now inclined to 
oppose this amend nnoit, although 1 was rather prepared to support it, 
bi'cause 1 find Mr. (’(M>per is one ol the sponsors of this amendment. 
In eonneetiioi witli the Motor A ehicles Hill, he moved an amendment, 
and the Hon’ble Minister aeiapted it, and as u ri’suli of aci’epting 
that aniendnieiit of Mr. (’oofiei, the lloirhlo Minister lias now brought 
forward an amending Hill. I do iu»t kiu»\\ it tlie ll«>n’ble Minister by 
tt('ct*pting this unnMidnient ot Mr. (’oopei, will again exjierienee a 
similar diffi<*ulty in future. 

Mr. P. N. CUHA: Sir, the w’ording of the clause is extremely 
vague. It says that a munieipality shall have power to tax udvertise- 
monts displayed in “public places”, but public places within tin* juris- 
diction of a municipality do not necessarily belong to it. A municipality 
is perfintlv justified in taxing advertisements displased in plat'es 
belonging to it. but it <*uu have no right to tax ailverliseineiits elsewhere. 
As pointed out by Mr. I'lioiiipsoii, the (io\ ernnitmt is (diargiiig fees for 
hoardings displayed on the telegraph ]>osls, but these telegrapli jKwts, 
though in public places, do not belong to the (’ab utta Corporation, 
and so it is not getting any portion of the revenue whuh the (lovern- 
meiit is deri\ing. The clause as it stands is nn^auinglcss and confusing 
and 1 think it should be deleted, 

Btbu KI8H0RI MOHAN CHAUOHURI: I beg to op|H>se the 
iimemiment. If anylaKly likes to make some pnitit by advertising 
something, why should he not pay for it, specially when this can be 
<lone under the law and the rules to be framed by the Government. I 
do not any reason why it should be exempted. Tbe Hou^ble 
Minister on auother occasion said that the present Government is not 
eharging anything for audit fees, but should the future Oovemmeni 
want to do so, they may charge for audit fees. Similarly, although it 
may not at present lie necessary to charge for advertiaements, if in 
future there be much advertisement and if somebody makes prtdit out 
of it. I do not see any reason why he should not pay for it, and that 
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also under tlie sanctiou of the l^al Ooverument and under the mle«i 

to be framed by them. On the«e grounds, Sir, 1 oppose this 

amendment. 

Or* AMIILYA RATAN CHOSE: I beg to oppose the amendment 
not be<*ause it stands in the names of Mr. Ordish, Mr. ('ooper and 
Mr. W. H. Thompson, bxit beenuse it ma\ bring .some ineome to tlie 
Ixiture lunnieipalities of Bengal, The hiture munieipultties uit not 
supposed to remain in their present order, and Me shoulil not eompel 
future municipalities not to tax for udvertisernents on the ground that 
at present advertisements are nt»t rhurg»*d for. Let us hope that our 
municipalities will improve tlu\ bv day and an uci asjon shall uri.se m hen 

fees on adv«*rtisement.s ought to !»c le\ied. Moreover, as has b<*eu 

pointeil out by luy esteemed trieud Mr. Basu, this will W subject to 
the approval of the Local (iovcinmcnt, and that the commissitmers are 
not bound t«» ♦ harg«‘ for adv<*rti.semeiitH, Jmit tliev “may”, if they dt'sire 
to do so. So this IS not stu b a seritnis thing tliat the commissioners are 
going to lew a tax on Uilvertisements us ?iiMUi an this Bill is pussetl inti* 
law. It is simplv giving poM»*r to tln‘ » ommissioners that they may 
exeri'ise it, if tliev c(»nside*‘ that the municipality is in a poi^itioii to 
impwe a tax on advei tiHioneiits. As ft»r the plaee w liore an advertise- 
ment is to be made and wliethei that ran be charged f«>t . it is e(*rtninly 
under tin* rule-making powiT of the niunicipalit v as well a*« *»( the 
Lo<’al (iovernmeiit which hv rules will m*i foith which places, where 
advertisements have been made, shall he i hargcahle t<» advi ttisemenl 
tax. 

The motion id Mi. d K. ttnhsli was then put and agreed to. 

Mr* S* M. B08E: I heg to move that to eliiuse 111 [h ij)^ the 
words “and on hridges” be ndiied. 

1 find that in section ISfi (t > of the present Municipal Act 

The Hon’ble Mr. BldOY PRASAD SINCH ROY: Sn. (ioveiu- 

meat is prepared to accept this unicndment. 

The moti»>n of Mr. S. M. Bi>sc was then pul and agreed to. 

Babu SATYENDRA HATH ROY: 1 beg to move that after duuse 
111 (2) the following be added, namely : — 

“(J) The rates sj»ecified in dauses (<n, ^hf, and uJ) of '•ul»-M*ctiun 
</i shall not he imposed on any holding nut lieing private 
property which is useil exeltisivdy as a place of worship to 
which the public have the right of free access without pay- 
nieut or as a mortuary or which is <iuly registered a« a ptiMie 
burial or burning ground under this Act. 

(/) The eoniiniisioners at a meeting may, either wholly or partially, 
exempt fn>m the aforesaid rates any holding which is used 
exclusively for iiurfWKes of public charity.” 
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Sir, I may remind the House that a similar provision exists tinder 
the Calcutta Municipal Act, viz,^ section 12C. Section 126 states — 

“Buildin^^x used exclusively for purposes of public worship and 
public burial or burning grounds or other places for the disposal of 
the dead duly registered under Chapter XXXI shall he exempt from 
the consolidated rate.” 

As regards (6), (c) and (//), (b) refers to water rate, (c) refers to 
lighting rate, and (d) to conservancy rate. Cnder the present Act, 
the niunicipulities are empowered to exempt the holding rate but not 
the water rate, the lighting rate or the conservancy rate. In the 
imtf(inml munitipalities these are knowm as service rates. In the 
Calcutta Corporation, before the passing of the Calcutta Municipal Act 
of 1923, there were different rates, but in the Act of 1923, the 
Corporation has one consolidated rate. My object is that a similar 
provision he made on the lines of the Calcutta Municipal Act of 1923, 
to empow'er the mtmicipnlities not only to exempt the holding rate, hut 
also the w’ater rate, the lighting rate and the cf)n.servancy rate. 

The Hofi’hle Mr. BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: I rise to oppo.so 
the amemiment. In (’alcutta, under tl»e (’nlcuttu Municipal Act, there 
is one rate, namely, the conservancy rati‘. S(), there exemption means 
exemption from the consolidated rule. Here exemption from the bidd- 
ing rule has been provided for. The other rates are the lighting rates, 
the water rates and the conHervan'-s rates. Sir, tlii'y mean some 
expetulittire to the municipality. The municipality can make i harity 
of that aiiiount wliicli they get and for which th(*\ have not to spend 
money, l)ul they cannot make charity out of pocket. These services 
certainly mean some cost to the municipality. Simply because a place 
is a place for worship will not justify exemption from the taxes for 
water, light, etc. So, if Mr. Rov’s amendment is accepted, not only 
W'ill tlie municipalities lose the service rates hut they will also have to 
provide these services out of pocket. 

Dr. NARESN CHANDRA BEN GUPTA: 1 do not appreciate the 
arguments of the Hon*ble Minister against this exemption. If the 
uiiuiiidpality is going to levy the rates for the .services it renders, well 
it may levy the holding rate also. In the opinion of the Hon’hle 
Minister, the holding rate is excluded because the municipality give* 
no services for it. Sir, the municipality actually gives them service® 
for the holding rate. The roads, the drains and the sanitary appliance® 
are there. It is for that purpose that the municipality levies the 
holding rate. If the municipality is going to give service® to the 
charitable instituiiont, there is no reason why only the holding rate 
should he excluded. It i® not a fact that the holding rate i» excluded 
on the principle that the municipality ha« to render no service for it. 
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b«t hecMvm it i« a place for the of the public and for other 
charitable porpoeea^ becauae the aervicea rendered by the municipality 
are not for the benefit of the owners of that building* but for the 
general public. When you allow such exemption to n public temple or 
mortuarx’f i» it the owner of that temple or mortuary or the managing 
committee that is benefite<l hy it ? The gencittl public who fwHjuent 
such places are l>eiiefite<l by the services rendered by municipalities. 
If exemption on the holding rate is given on the principle that the 
public as a whole are agrtnnl to maintain a puhbo institution by paying 
out of their pocket, exemption may also be given in the matter of 
lighting, water-supply and other things on the same principle, The 
principle is not that a municipality lias to render any service free of 
charge, but the principle is that when a certain charitable institution 
serves the public* in general and the services of the munitipuliiy to 
that institution iKUiefits the publii- generally, the imposition of the 
rates should be on the piibli** in general and not up<m the particular 
holding in question. That is the groutul wliv all thest' rates should 
be e\empte<l as ih done in (’alcuita in resjM'et of the eonsolidattnl rate. 
It is true that in (’alculta Iheie is one consolidated rate, but if tiiis 
was the idea they might have maile surh distinctions by saying that 
half the rates miglit l»c exempted, rhey have not made that provision. 
The object of the c\emj»tion from ibc consolidated rate is that these 
public bniblmgs should have exempt urn from municipal rates or should 
have tree municipal stTvic(*s because tlu'v benefit tlo' public generally. 

7-2o p m. 

Maulvt SYED MAdID BAKSH: Sir, I Hboubl hke t<» su)>port ibis 
amendment. There ih no puiti<u]ai feMson tn>m whom rates and taxes 
could be realined in resp<*ct of placl•^ of w orsfup su« }i as a mosque or a 
temple. Novv water is ubsolutelv necewsarv for the peiformunce of 
religious litc-* and of ( t»ur*«e c <»n«*c; vum y will also be required to l>e 
looked after lM*cause these jdaces t»f worship have gf>t to 1m* kept clean. 
Xobotly is the ow nc*r o< a liouplc nr a mos<|uc aioi many of the mos(|nes 
are without anv mnhra} n. 1 nlcsn som»» propeity is deilicatetl to tt 
mostpie, there is no chaiity and there i*. m» owner. People generally 
go there, [M*rform their worship and go avvay. It would be very 
difficult for the inunn ipality t<» realis** (be taxes vvliirb will be levied 
and if the municipality dm‘s not render the servnes requiretl, the result 
will Ik* that these places of worship will Wconie insanitary. Thesi* 
places are freejuented hy a large riuinl»er of p€»ople and c’onse<|uently 
there is every likelihood of diseases spreading if these places are 
neglected. 

mu H. P. V. TOWNiND: Sir, I am sorry that I again find 
myaelf in oppoaition to I)r. Sen Oupta. Government ban been advtiiad 
by iti legal antboritiea that the word * ‘public" in the phrase “pttrpoaan' 
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of public charity” and »o on means not only the public as a whole but 
Jilso a section of the public. AVhy should provision be made that if 
aozne clmrity which lienefits section of the public of Bengal establishes 
itself in a small municipality outside Calcutta, for instance that small 
municipality should have to pay towards its upkeep? It is argued by 
Dr. Sen Gupta that when a charity serves the public as a whole the 
public, that is the municipality, should pay : that may be true. But 
why should not the public, in the shape of municipal commissioners, 
have a voice in the matter.^ The House has already accepted a provi- 
sion in HtM-tion 97 by which municipalities can make contributions 
towards various (diaritabie objects, and I think that clause is quite 
sufficient tor the purpose of giving help to charities, where it is needed, 
in the shape of contributions. 1 do not think that anything more is 
necessary in this direction. 

The motion of Bahu Satyendra Natli Bov was then put and lost. 

Mr, PRESIDENT: The (juestion is that clause 111, us amended 
hy the Council, stand part of the Bill. 

I'he motion was put and agreed to. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: To meet the wishes of a large number of 
members of this llou.se who liave written to me very strongly objecting 
to sit on Saturday, I have requested the IlonMile Leader of the House 
io communit'ute their views t<i II is BxielhMiey the Governor because 
His Kxeelleney has alreu<)y ordered Satin day to he includoti us a work- 
ing day ; hut when I made that request 1 inadt* it a (‘ondition that I 
ahull persuade the lion’hle memhers to sit from 2-dO p.m. to 7-30 p.m., 
every ilay. Let us then adjourn till 2-30 p.m., to-moirou and await 
His Excellency’s orders. 


Adjournment. 

The Council was then adjourned till 2-30 p.m., on Friday, the 26th 
August, 1932, at the Council House, Calcutta. 



PraMediiif* of the Bengal Legislative Council asseasbled under 
the provisions of the Government of India Act. 

The Cocxcii. met in the Couneil I’hamlter in the t'ounril Uoum, 
C*lcatta, on Friday, tlit* 2<ith Aiijfiist, at p.m. 


Preswit: 

Mr. Chairman (Khan Bahadur Maulvi A/t/.rr HwrK» in th<* Chair, 
the four HoiChlt* MemlwrH of tht* Ivvet ntivt* ('ounnl. thi* tlirtu* llou’ble 
Minidter^ and Itt] nominuted and tdtM ttnl luoinlu^rH. 


STARRED QUESTIONS 

(to whkh oral answers were given) 

Road leading from Banskhali to Dohazari station. 

M4S. Haji BADI AHMED CHOWDHURY: (a) Will t ho Hon hie 

Minister in i haif^e of the IamuI Self-ttovernineiit l)e]»artnu»nt ho pleated 
to slate — 

(i) wljether the jiroje<ted railway line fnnn Chittaff«>nj; to I)i»ha- 
zari huH lit‘en i»ju‘ne<l up t<i Dohazari ; and 
ill) whether then* ii any eart (»r motor road leadin^r from Hannkhali 
to the Dohazari station? 

C-') Has the Additional Suh»ii\ iHumal Otlleer of Chiltajfonj^ rejwirted, 
having Imm direc ted hy the (iovernimuit to do so, on the neeessity of a 
cart niad from Baiiskhali to Satkaiiiu, after careful inquiry into the 
inconvenience of the jmhlic, on their application? 

(c) Will the Hori’hle Mininier he pleased to plate the report on the 
table? 

(d) Do the Governinejit ( ontemplute cons! rm ting the jiroposed ntad 
with the money allotted to the F^rovincial Hoad Fund? 

MmiBTER in cliarga of LOCAL BELF-OOVCRNMINT DEPART- 
MINT (Ilia HaiPlila Mr. Bi|oy Prasad BingH Roy)s <a) (t ) Te«. 

(»i) They are connected by circuitoue rutcha roads, of which por- 
tions are inotorahle. It is not possible to gti by cart or by motor the 
whole way from Banskhali to Dohazari station. 
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(h) The Additional Snbdivisional Officer in a report to the Collector 
pointed out the desirability of a cart road from Satkania to Banskhali^ 
on an application from people in the locality. No such report was 
called for by (Government direct. 

(c) The report has not been received by the Ministry of Ijocal S^f- 
Governraent. 

(//) The Road Board Fund can be utilised only for projects of pro- 
vincial importance. 

Mauivi 8YED MAdIO BAK8H: Will the Horrhle Minister be 
pleased to call for a report? 

Tha Hofi^bla Mr. BidOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: We know, Sir, 
what is in the report. We have f^ot a letter from the District Magistrate 
and he has informed us of the cimtents of the report. 

Mauivi SYED MA«IID BAKSH: Will the Iloiride Minister be 
pleased to give us a sunimarv of that report ? 

Tha HocPbie Mr. BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: It is given in 
my answer {ii). 

Mautvi SYED MAdID BAKSH: If portions (»f the road are motor- 
able, will the Hon’lde Minister be pleased to state why people find it 
difficult to motor over tliem? 

The Hotl’bit Mr. BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Th at is a mutter 
of opinion; I cannot answ'er it. 

MiUlvi SYED MAJID BAKSH: Will the Hon hie Minister kindly 
see that the motor road is .ho repaired as to la* im»toiul)le, either through 
district boards or thnmgh haal luMlies*' 

The Hon’ble Mr. BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY; The Ministry of 
Ltx al Self-Government has no sm h control over local bodies us to 
COinjwl them to spend luonev over road, and the Road lioani Fund 
cannot lie spent nnle.ns the road is of [>io\mcial impurtuuce. 

MtUlvl SYED MAJID BAKSH: Wdl the lloiride Minister kindly 
•fe that a portion of (he tax collected unde*- the Motor Vehicles Act bo 
given to the district board and bn-al boilies coucenied to keep this road 
in repair? 

Ttio HmPMo Mr. BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: The Road Board 
has not yet decided how the tax will be distributed, so 1 cannot make 
any promise. 
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MiMto incliili wiwoH, eaiiiciini. 

mt. SATYA KINKAR 8AHANA« Will the Hon bit 

Ifiailier in charge of the Kilucatioii De^iartnient W pleaeed to lay on 
ike table a statement showing — 

(•) the number of middle English schools in the district of Bankura; 
(n) the number and names of such schools rtM'eiving Government 
aid; 

(til) the amount of aid reweived by each of them; 

(«r) ill how many of these schinds agriculture is taught as a subject; 
and 

(r) the i»er<‘entage of hoys in these schools w*hose family resource 
is agriculture? 

MINISTER in diargi of EDUCATION DEPARTMENT (Hit 
Hofi’bit Mr, Khwaja NaiifimcWifi): ii\ to (r> A statement is laid on 
the table. 


Stait^ment rrferted to in thr ounwcr to ftorrfd question No, 140. 


(i) 57 (including one for girls'. 

(ii) and (mi » 


Ssuiityi of M. K. 
SchooU, 


Amount of (iovortimeni 
grant rr*reivfHi |M*r 
month (luring the 
ytsir 11KU3U. 




Its . 

1 . 

Hunkuru 

50 

*1 

Uajagrum 

... 50 

.1. 

Vishn upur 

. . . 55 

4. 

Hukuliu 

... 54 

5. 

('hhutoa Hindu 

... 48 

«. 

Susunia 

... 25 

7. 

Onda 

... 50 

8. 

Panchmura 

... 55 

9. 

Bankadaha 

... 25 

10. 

Panchal 

... 50 

11. 

Shitla 

... 50 

12. 

Baliatore 

... 70 

in. 

lialbaaar Girls 

... 160 



m 


QUESTIONS. 


[ 26 th Ato., 


(iv) Ag^ri culture is not taught in any of them. 

(v) Exact information is not available: 80 per cent, may be taken 
as an approximate estimate. 

Bftbll 8ATYA KINKAR SAHANAs There are 57 schools in the 
district. Will the Hoirhle Minister be pleased to state why only 13 
receive Government aid and the remaining 44 do not get any financial 
assistance from Government? 

Tha Hon’bla Mr. KHWA<IA NAZIMUDDIN: The answer is 
obvious. There is not enough money to go round to all these middle 
English schools. 

Bibu 8ATYA KINKAR 8AHANA: Will the Ilon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state if all these 44 middle Englisli schools are not mostly in 
the rural areas? 

The Hon'bli Mr. KHWAJA NAZIMUDDIN: 1 cannot say that. 

Babu 8ATYA KINKAR BAH AN A: Ac(’ording to the Minister's 
estimate, approximately 80 per cent, of the students come from the 
agricultural classes (although, as far as I know, the proportion is 96 
per cent.). Will the Ilon’ble Minister be pleased to state why no 
agricultural education is imparted to the students in those middle 
English schools? 

Tba Hon'bit Mr. KHWAilA NAZIMUDDIN: AVe have got a 
scheme under which middle English and high KnglisI, scliools are to send 
teachers to the agricultural sc hoed at Dacca for training, and when they 
come hack, they will start the teaching of agriculture in those schools, 
provided they join in the scheme and meet the conilitioiLs laid down by 
Government. 


Niims of tols aiHf mtktabt rootiving Covorimiont aiil. 

M80. Babu 8ATYA KINKAR SAHANA: (n) Is the Hon ble 

Minister in charge of the Education Department aware — 

(i) that ever>' Hindu and Muhammadan householder in our 
eouuijry has to perform several religious ceremoniea, ritea 
and rituals during the year; 






9 » 


that the eervicee of pandits and ninulvu are neceasary in the 
performance of snch ceremoniei, rite# and rituals; and 
(«tt) that tah and maktabs supply patidUs and rmt«/rM to the two 
communities? 


(b) If the answer to (/I'i is in the nffirmutive, will the Hon'lde 
Minister be pleased to state — 

(i) the number of the tols and nutktubs in the district of Bankura; 
(ill the numl)er and names of toh and vutktiths ret*eiving Govern- 
ment aid ; and 

(ill) the amount of aid received by each of tlieiii? 


Tha Mr. KHWAdA NAZIMUODINs (a^ (,') and (ii) Yen. 

(ui) To/s supply pandits. Maktabs bein^ primary schtads only dt> 
not supply maul VIS. 

(b) (i) To/.* — 14. 

.l/iiA'f/ih^— -4d. 

(H) and uu'i A Ktatement is laid on the table. 


Statrment rvfvrrtul to in the ansirer to r/anse (h) (n) and (mi of starred 
question A’o, TV). 


List ok Maki\hs .vni* This i\ ihk oisrim r ok IUnki ra itKiKiviNis aii> 

KROM (tOVniNVIKM OI KINO 19dl-d2. 


M ah tabs ~ 

(1) Hunkura- Its. 512. 

(2> Vishnufuir — Us. 228. 
(di Badulani IN. JH-2. 

(4) Kapistha — Us. 7JI-2. 

(5) Natuiifrnun — Us. 19-2 
( 6 > Lai baasii r — IN . 1 Ji-K. 

(7) Dubraji— IN 17-8. 

(8) (fourlMVJsar — IN. 17-8. 

(9) Khatni — IN. 5-4. 

(10) Upnrbanda — Re. 79-8. 

(11) Puniskole — Rs- 17-4. 

(12) Dogaria — IN. 16-10. 

(13) Belara— Rs. 93-12. 


(14) Hiigdahiira — Us. 78. 

(15) Baligumu — IN. 3. 

(16) Angaria — Us. 75. 

(17) UalbandiK ' IN. 15. 

(18) dhcro — IN. 3. 

(19) Nmailchak — IN. 15. 

(20) Ninkajo](w.]U. J5. 

(21) Amsholiw-IN. 76-8. 

(22) Mohe^pur — IN, 15-12. 

(23) Knmarguria — IN. 16-2* 

(24) Ihibrajjmr—- Rf». 3-12. 

(25) Asanbani — IN. 51-12. 

(26) Dhammpur — IN. 15-12. 

(27) Knntadighi — IN. 56-4. 





Qvmnom. 


.Makiabi-^ 

(28) Talur— R«. 56-8. 

(29) Panpukur— R«. 40-8. 
(80) Nalduuga — R h. 47-0. 

,<31) Burojpota^Rs. 15-12. 
,(32) Bargaria — R m. 16-8. 
(;W) Idilchak—RM. 15-12. 


<34) 

(36) 

(36) 

(37) 

(38) 

(39) 

(40) 

(41) 



Pabaipur— lb. 28 ^. 
Kuamuri — B«. 3-12. 
Naira — Rs. 23-4. 
Bajitpur — Rs. Jl-12. 
Pearbera — Rs. 59-4. 
Mandarbam — Rs. 15-12. 
Mandalband — Rs. 31-8. 
Mougram — Rs. 24-4. 


(1) Vishntipur Sudarshan — Rs. 180. 

(2) l^atrasayer — Rs. 60. 

(3) Baiikura (tonganarayan — Rs. 300. 
,(4) Tiluri--R^>. 120. 


Bibu tATYA KINKAR BANANA: Will the liou'ble Minister be 
•lileased to stale the proportion of Hindu.s and Muhammadans in the 
<li»trict of Bankuru!^ 


Th« Hon’bit Mr. KHWAJA NAZIMUDDIN: 1 want notice. 

Khan Bahadur MUHAMMAD ABDUL MOMIN: Will the Ilorrble 
Minister be pleased to slate whether it i.s not a fact that t<fls imparting 
higher education in Sa.iskrit, us well as mahtuhn, ate really primary 
schools h 


The Hon’bM Mr. KHWAilA NAZIMUDDIN: It may be so. 

Khan Bahadur MUHAMMAD ABDUL MOMIN: WiU the Hon ble 

Minister he pleased to state il Hindu Iniys are taken in maktahf^ 

Tha Hon’blb Mr. KHWA4A NAZIMUDDIN: Ye.s. Maktalu can 
liave Hindu Wys. 

Mr. MARINORA KUMAR RAtU: WUI the Hoo’ble ItiaUter b» 
pleMed to etate whether the proportioit of Hiudua uid Mwh.mm.d.n. 
in the diatrict of Baukura i« anything like 4 to 41 per cent, f 


TIm HmSM Mr. KMWAdA NAIXMUOOiN: 1 wMit notio.. 



QT7S8TIOKS. 


141 



■irinT» nninTililw 

•til. Mr. SHANTI SHEKHAREtWAR RAVt (a) WiU tho 

Hon'U» Member in charf^ of tho Doparimmt W plenand to 

&tai« ike number of — 

(/) Bengali, and 
(2) non*Bengali 

police coDstablei* rerniited siuoe IhI January, 19J2J' 

(6) What fttep« hnxe biwi takcm U> rmruit Hengnlin an colmtable^f‘ 
(c) Ifii the Kon’ble Meiiilier awaiv of a feeling of dimiatiiifaeiion 
n^ongHt the piH>ple of thin province over the emploj'tnent of peraotia 
fn»m outaide Bengal in thia iK)lice force? 


MEMBER in ohargn of POLICE DEPARTMEHT (tht Non’bit 
Mr. R. N. Rtid): (a) (I) 314. 

(2) 845. 

(b) Recruitment in the Bengal Bolico ia oihui to Beiigulia juat aa 
much aa to any other <daaa. 

(c) (}<» vein men t are not uw^nn^ of «uch a feeling of difumtiafaction. 


Rai Bthilllir Dr. HARIDHAN DUTTs With reference to answer 
(<r), ia the Ht»ii'hle Member aware that Mr. S M. Bose and other 
mcmbera of tlna Council complained about this particular matter only a 
few month a back ? 


The HofBMe Mr. R. N. REID: I am afraid I am not aware of that. 

Mr. SHANTI SHEICHARE8WAR RAY: Will the llotCble Member 
be pleasfMl to #<tute if rciruitment to the Police Ib*partment in oilier 
provinces is open to Bengalis P 


The HMi’ble Mr. R. N. REID: I have no knowledge of the recruit- 
ing rule* in other provincee. 

Mr. iHANTI BHEKNARESWAR RAY: Will the Hoti'ble Member 
be pleased to state if recruitment to the Police in Bengal is open to 
Bengalis just as to non-Bengalis? 


U 


The Htn’fMe Mr. R. N. RiiO: Bo far a« I know, yea. 



QUESTIONS. 


[26 th Avn., 


m 


Librarm. 

MS2. MUNINDRA DEB RAI MAHASAI: (a) Will the Hon ^le 

Mirji«ter in ehurge of the Educiition Department be pleaeed to state 
whether jniblicatioijs from the League of Nations, the Lcagne of 
Nations Union, the (government of India, the Debates of the Legisla- 
tive Assembly, and the Council of State are received by the Local Gov- 
ernment for distribution among the educiitional institutions of Bengtil? 

(h) If so, will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state the names 
of libraries w'hich nM-eive* each of those publications ? 

(c) If the answer to (a) is in the neg'ative, will the Hon’ble Minister 
lu> plwiNOfl to state whether the Government are considering the desir- 
ability of taking steps for obtaining them for distribution to the 
libraries rts'clving supply of local Government publications? 


Th« Hon’ble Mr. KHWAdA NAZIMUDDIN: (a) and (r) No 

(h) Ihsvs not nriso. 

MUNINDRA DEB RAI MAHASAI: Will the Ilon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state the reasons why he considers it undesirable to take 
st<*iH for obtaining the publications for distribution to libraries which 
receive a supply of Local Government’s publications? 


Mr. CHAIRMAN (Khan Bahadur Mauivi Azizul Haqiia); The 

answer shows that that question dws not arise. Government have not 
said that it is undesirable. 


Tht Hon’bla Mr. KHWAdA NAZIMUDDIN: I do not think that 
the Government of India in view of their present financial stringency 
will agree U> increase th»*ir printing charges by circulating these papers 
to tho Lt>cul Oovernmont. 


Mr. EYAMAPROSAD MOOKERdEE: Will the Ilou’hie Minister 
bo pleiMWHl to state if the proceedings of the Bengal Legislative Council, 
particularly <»n the subject of the library raovemeuf, are circulated 
the different libraries? 


Tha Hon’bla Un KNWAdA NAZIMUDDIN: I do not know. 



QtTESTIONS. 


ta 

FfiHlit arrtsUNi and aanvldad in oonnaetian with alvil diaaiiadianii 

movamant. 

•Ids. tidNi SATYENDRA NATH ROYJ Will llon bla 

MfmiWr in charge of the l\ilitical Depnitment l>e pleaM'd to lay on the 
t^ble a statement showing — 

(i) the nmnljer of females arr<*ste<l in c(>nne<‘tion with the civil dia- 
ol>e<lience movement since l)e«'emlier, 1931 ; 

til) the numlier convicted; and 

(int tlie number undergoing senteuecs in jails on the iHKh July 
lust ? 

MEMBER in otuirga of POLITICAL DEPARTMENT (tha Hon'Iila 
Mr. R. N. Raid): (i) (I/) mi) A statement in lui<l on the table. 

Statemrnt rt/rrred to tn thr ansuer to xtarrrti qurition So, A5.7. 

NumlK*r of females anvsted in eonneetion with the eivil disobedi- 
ence moNeiiient for the period Jnnuary-Juiie, 1932 (i98. 

\uTnlK*r of females convicted in connection with (he civil dtsolmdi- 
ence iinnemerit for the jienod January-Juiie, 1932 f»00. 

Nuinlier of females undergoing sentein es in jails in conioM tion with 
the civil disolicdiem c movennuit on tht* 23rd July, 1932— 212. 


Taking possession of certain houses at Midnaporo for quartering 
additional polioa foroa. 

«IS4. Mr. R. MAITI: (O) Will the lioirble Memher in charge of 
the Ihditital I)ej?artment 1)*> pleased Ut state whether it is a fact that 
n(»ti(es under s»m lions o ami 22 (iHliname No. X <»f 19-12, i c,. the 
S|a*cial l*ouers < *T<linaiM'e, have lH‘en s4T\ed upon Habtis Kishoripati 
Hay anti AtuI ('handra Hose, HIea<ler«, ami Habu HrolKidh Nath Dan, 
Muktear, of the local Har, lerjiiiring them to vacate their rej«irlential 
houses within five days from the date of icivipt the itaid iiotifeH and 
place the same at the disposal of the (fo^eniment for qriiirtering addi- 
tional jwdice force and for joiblic ruHantage? 

ih) Ts tho llon'ble MenilM*r awaio that there are other hig ami 
unCK'cupied ImildingJi available n#s«r alKoit the Maid preiniscM, for 
instance, a hou«e lielotiging t« the Jhargram estate just in front of tho 
raid houife of Hiihu KtMhfunfmti Hay aemsM the roftd^' 



m 


QUESnOKS. 


[26m Ava., 


(c) If the answer to (b) is in the affirmative, what are the reasom 
for selecting occupied houses in preference to the vacant huiidingsP 

(d) Are the Government considering the desirability of selecting the 
vacant houses only, instead of the houses occupied by the people P 

Tha Hoffi’llla Mr. R. N. REIDs (a) Yes. 

(b) There are no suitable unoccupied buildings near the said pre- 
mises. The house belonging to the Thargram estate is frequentl}' 
occupied l>y the officers of the estate. 

(c) Does not arise. 

(d) Ordinarily vacant houses are selected, but that is not always 
]|KJS8ible. 


2-45 p.m. 

Mr. NARENDRA KUMAR BA8U: With reference to answer (&), 
w’ill the Hon’ble Member be pleased to state that the liouse, belonging 
to the .Thargraiii estate which is near the houses taken i>ossession of. is 
constantly cMcupiedP 

Th# Hon’IMt Mr. R. N. REIDS I am afraid 1 cannot answer that 
question without notice. 

Mr. NARENDRA KUMAR BASU: Will the llotride Member be 
pleased to state whether the gentlemen mentione<l in the (]uestion are 
Congressmen or notP 

The Nofi’bla Mr. R. N. REID: Here again I must ask for notice. 

Mr. 8HANTI 8HEKHARE8WAR RAY : Will the Hon ble Member 
be pleaseil to state whether Uovernment prj>p(>He to pay any rent or 
compensation to these gentlemen P 

Tha Mr. R. N. REID: I think there is a provision for 

payment of cmnimnsation under the Ordinance under the provisions of 
which these houses have lKH*n taken possession of. 

Mr. 8HANTI 8HEKHARE8WAR RAY: Will the Hon'ble Member 
be pleastnl to state whether Govev'ument have paid any compensation 
or notP 

Tilt Hon^lrti Mr. R. N. REID: I have no information on the 
tubjeoi. 



QUESTIONS. 


M8 

SHANTI SHEKHARESWAR RAYt Will the Hon’ble HemW 

be |ilea$ie«l to look into the mutter!' 

Tlli MwHIil# Mr* R* N* REID* I submit that the question ia a 
request for action. 


•ul»-Regittrar| Kalkini^ Faridpiif. 

*155* MiuIyi TAMIZUDOIN KHANs {») With refenmoe to the 
reply jr*'*^*^ to Ntarred quefition No. h4 nt the (’ouiicil meetinip heltl uu 
the 161h Kehruury, 1U32, will the Hon'ble MiuiKter in char^re of th»^ 
Kclucation Depart men t l>e pleu-Heil to Rtiit«»~- 

(t) whether the pe<iple of Kalkint have M»nt a numWr of repreaetk* 
tations to (lovernment throujrh reRjmiiBible public. Wlien 
siK'h union UmnU prayini;;^ ft»r the re-<»peiiin|< of the sub- 
re^ivtrv oflice at Kulkini; ami 

(tO whether the (iovernment have loiiie to a final deeiKion on the 
c|ue?»tion ? 

(It) Aie the (biverninent eoUNiderinif the ileeiriibility of re-opeiiintf 
the otfire by apfMiintinjf a paiil Huh-rej;ri}*trar or in the alternative con- 
ftiderin^^ the practii ability of runniiifr the office at Kulkini by appoint- 
ing? either the A/o/.t fahsiiJar of Kalkini »>r the M uhainiiiadan Marrin^re 
IlejriHtrar of the place um an cjr-o^cio Aub-re^riwtrar? 

The Hon*ble Mr* KHWAJA NAZIMUDDIN: t/i) (i) Ycm 

(n) No. 

(6) The alternative now AUfrir^<*t«d will \h> examined. 


Alltgid nwItrMitfiiant of a otiaiiliidar at Uit Bagumgafi) pp H a^a t atiaa* 

MM. BMu HEM CHANDRA ROY OHOUDHURI: (a) Will the 
Hon’ble Meml>er in <harg« of the Police TVimrtment lie pliutfied to Mtate 
whe-ther it i» a fact that the President of Tnion No, 8 of the |Rilice* 
station lie^utngtinj aubmitted a written coiiipliiint to the District 
Magistrate in June last, alleging that one of the rhatikidani carrying 
information of theft to the fRilice-Htation was roughly handled at tba 
thana? 

(6) If the answer to (<i) is in the afiirmative, will the HmiTdo 
Mambar be pleased to lay on the table a fO{)>' of the eomplaiiii showing 
what action, if any, has been taken on the I'ompiaini!' 



S46 QUESTIONS. [26ra Ano., 

Tilt Htti’llit Mr. R. N. REIDs (a) Tea. 

(&) A copy of the complaint ia laid on the Library taUe. Tbe 
complaint in under inquiry. 


Babu HEM CHANDRA ROY CHOUDHURI: Will the Hon ble 

Mcnihcr be pleased to state the name of the officer who ia in charge of 
the inquiry? 


Tht Hofi’bit Mr. R. N. REID: 1 do not know who is the particular 
offiier in charge of this inquiry, hut I presume it is the District 
Magistrate or one of the subordinatoH. 


Babu HEM CHANDRA ROY CHOUDHURI: Will the Hon ble 

Member be pleased to state when this intjuirv was begun? 


Tba Hofi’bla Mr. R. N. REID: 1 have no idea when this inquiry* 
begun. 

Babu HEM CHANDRA ROY CHOUDHURI: Will the Hon ble 

Member be pleased to state whether the allegations made in the com- 
plairit are not serious enough for prompt action? 


Tha Hon’blt Mr. R. N. REID: lh»ssibl,\ so, but I am not aware 
that prompt a< tion has not been taken. 


Otnoialiiig Munalfs. 

•157. MauIvi MUHAMMAD HOSBAIN: Will the Hon’ble Member 
in charge of the Ap|K»intment Dfqxirtmeiit be pleiwed to state— 

(*) the nnmbt'r of inunsifs (officiating) retrenched; and 

{u\ the |>tMcentag<' of Hindus ami Muhanimadaii.s amongst them? 

MEMBER in chargt of APPOINTMENT DEPARTMENT (tho 
Non*bla Mr. R. N. Reiil): (») Some iminsifis have beim kept vacant 
and, therefore, no jH'rsons have la'en appointed to fill them. It is not 
correct to su> that any officiating iiiunsifs have Wen retrenched. 

(it) Doea not ante. 



QUESTIONS. 


Mf 


iMi) 


HU. Mr. ANANDA MOHAN l>ODDARs Will iht^ Him blo 
M6Blbl^r in charge of the PiJitical I>e{iuriment he pleaatHl to lay on th# 
tfible a statement showing the figures, district hy district, — 

(t) the number of ja^rHoiiH, male and female, convicted of offencea 
in connection with the civil dint^beilience nnn'ement during 
the last one year; 

(ii) the number of jiersons at present detaimnl in the diffenmt 
jails under such «*onvictions; 

(tii) the number of [lersouH at |m»»ent detainee! in the Bengal jails 
without trial; 

(ir) the nnmf»s of |M*rs(»ns at present detniniMl in Bengal out wide 
jail without trial with the places of their detention; and 

(r) the names of |N‘rsonH at f»re»ent detaiiuHl outaide Bengal with- 
out trial with the places of their detention. 


Tlw Hon’bla Mr. R. N. REIDs (0, (ii) and (Hi) A atAiemeiit is laid 
on the table. 

(iv) and (r) (lovcrnment arc not pre|mred to give this information. 


SUUfmrnt rtffrrtd to in rUiujvrn (’t), (ii) and (Hi) of Martfd quf^ion No. J6S. 


IHvtrU-U ' 

N uf ^.nniiw 

an«i 

lu wHh 

tbr reil 

m<r»t'rin«*tiu frmn 
Jfti)n*rT. 0>32. 

Mat. 

i 

,v,itntN<f of of iwtrAntA 

tn«l«> .n.l timirr ll«i* 

tiNj Arwl OrUltMUfV* l» ^aIIs 

ii1rlA)tir«1 in )«U« iin wUhnitl trUl nn u**> 

Ihr eSH July, 1232. j tSnl 3wly. 1292 

) 

1 

MA[f 

! 


Mst«- 1 

1 rrnulf ll*a> 

rrtmlr 

n«rd«rfta I 

SWI 1 

21 

2 

2 ' 


l!lrt>«itm 

22 

2 




Bwakun 

223 

4<l 




MldMporr* 

i.lii 

77 




Hoofliljr 

i»3 

13 

1 

11 


Hovrsh 

n: 

i ‘ 


i 



9m i 

1 

132 




•HUU ASdaVwal SpMiAl ].«> 

rihni laiM jftu 

intm lam AiSSttksiAl 1*11 - tM 
Dwb [am fiMoiid k4mkmA 




M QUESTIONS. I2em Ax/., 


DMirtcU. 

Kiimher of MTsoos 
male and female 
cxmvtotcd for otfeneea 

In ronnectloD wHh 
the clrll disobedience 
movements from 
ianuaiy, 1082. to 
May, 1032. 

5timber of nersona 
male and female 
convicted and 
detained In JaiU on 
the 23rd July. 1032. 

Kumber of penona 
detained imdertiie 
Ordinances In JaBs 
without trial on the 
23rd July. 1032. 


Male. 

Female. 

Male. 

Female. 

Male. 

Female. 

CftloitU 

1.108 

05 

24 

21 



Ifadla 

268 

18 

1 

10 



Mttnhl4«bad 

20$ 

13 


125 



Jtmrrt 

118 

21 





Khulna 

200 

10 





JUJahahl 

163 

11 

20 

1 

1 


Plnajpur 

318 

82 





Jalpalgurl 

282 


1 




OarlMltoc 

82 


5 




Kaaf {Hir 

72 

16 


5 



Bogra 

100 

25 





Pabna 

887 

22 

3 

4 



Dacca 

&06 

61 

53 

12 

1 


MrnKiMitiigh 

60 


1 




f arldpur 

804 

2 

5 




Bahargani 

TO 

1 

2 

0 



Tlpiirra 

624 

58 

32 

1 



CIiKtag«ing 

23 



3 

5 


MakU 

16 






Noakhall 

223 

5 





CblttagT>ng UUI Tracts 








Tl»» civil (llRotM'dlcnrr roovrmcnt (if 1030 f'TAtnl In March. 1031. and waa rmUrt^Nl frum Jaiitiar>’, 1018, 
•4) the flgurva glvrn tu lb« aUtrincot for the {K'lltMl January t<i May. 1032. arc ihc afun>a fur Um 
laat >ear. 


Mr. NARENDRA KUMAR BASU: With rofmMice to the itchedulo 
rt'ferred to in reply to iinswer (ni), will the llon'hle Member be pleased 
to state whether there are any }>ersoUvS in the jails in Ih^ngal wdio are 
detained without trial but not under the Ordinanre? 

Tht Hoil*bM Mr. R. N. REID. There must be a numlier of persona 
undertriul in jails in Dengal. 

Mr. NARENDRA KUMAR BASU: 1 am not talking of under- 
trials, but I am talking of those who have not Imh'u brought to trial but 
have been detained in jail without Wing brought before a court of law. 

Hit HtN’Illi Mr. Ra N. REID: I must ask for notice of thia 
question . 
















QUESTIONS. 




OiprtMil piimt in Hit Civil Courts ot ftokurgim}. 

«iaa. LALIT KUMAR SALl Will the Hon^ble Member in 

clinrge of the Judieinl De()artnieni be )>lea6e<l to lay on the table t 
itftten&ent showing for the years 1931 and 1932 — 

(t) how many clerks have lieen appointed in the Civil Courts of 
the Bakarg^nj district; 

(ti) how many of them are Hindus and MuhammatlaiiN rt'spiK'tively ; 
and 

(Hi) how many of them belong to the depressed classes and what 
are their names and castes 

MEMSER in charge of JUDICIAL DEPARTMENT (the Hon’blt 
Mr. R. N. Rtid): A statement is laid on the tul»lc. 


StaU^ni rfftrrtd to in thf anmrr to atarrrd queMion No. 169. 


\tmr 

j 

Number 
(if <1.rk. 
.p{KSnt«><l 

S umb^r 1 
«>f Miodu 
rkrkt 

Numturr 
of Mu- 
fuunmiMlo) 
rlcrkt 

Number 
of dr- 
prwtml 
i-Ukm 
Ciilmlu) 

N.mMi .nd ruMrte. of 
Ihr d.|>rr»«rd rUm 
(Hindu rirrk.i 
•luiwn lb •'(damn i 

1 Rem*rk«. 

l 

1 

S 

3 

« 


A 

7 

l»3l 

to 

H 

It 

1 

(1) iiniiu tt«* 

h»ri (W iMibef. 

m*ny 

Tlirre WM o«« 

(‘briMiot 

i9n 

1 

1 

u 

Z 

3 

1 

1 

2 

( t ) a.)*u Sure*ii 

('luindr. N.tli 

(iutfiy 

<2) I hAttdrt 

Hc.i rturfier) 



Balm LALIT KUMAR BAL: Will the llon'ble Member bo pleased 
to state whether it is a fac t that jufft and the barber ('ommiinities do !K>i 
fall within the c ategory of th«» defiresHed cltiss<*s aceordiug to the eirc ular 
issued by the Uoveni merit cm tho 2Mth April, 1931 Y 

Ttia Hon’bia Mr. R. N. REID: I must ask for notiee so that 1 
might IcKjk into the drs umeiit to whicdi tho member refers. 

Babu LALIT KUMAR BAL: Will the Hon bio Meml>er Im pleased 
state ahether the District Judge of Hakarganj violated the (ioveru* 
ment circular of 23th April, 1931, by supposing that the two com- 
munities I have mentioned come tinder the category of depressed 
olaaaeaf 


Mr. CHAIRMAN! I cannot allow that question. 
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BaiW AMULYADHAN RAY: Will the Hon’ble Member be pleaetfd 
to Htate whal (iovernment Is jfoing to take with regard to the 

candidateM uho have been appointed af) belonging to the depressed 
claiiiieM hut who uh a matter of fart do not come under the classification 
of backward classeH for ministerial appointments? 


Mft CHAIRMAN: That is again a matter which the Hon’ble 
Member cannot answer without looking into the circular. 

Mr. SYAMAPR08AD MOOKERilEE: Has the Hon’ble Member 
any explunutimi to offer as to why favour has been show n to barbers and 
washermen ? ( Laughter. ) 


Bilm LALIT KUMAR BAL: Will the Hon’ble Member be pleased 
to state whet tier according to the circular I have mentioned one-third 
of th(» ministerial appointments should go to the depressed classes? 

Mr. CHAIRMAN: That is again a question which the Hon'ble 
Member (Uiinot answer witlumt referring to the < ir<'ular. 


UNSTARRED QUESTIONS 

(answers to which were hud on the table) 

Arrests in Howrah Town Hall and Municipal Offlco. 

78. Dr. AMULYA RATAN CH08E: in) U the IL.n’hle MemWr 
in c’harge of tin* Political Department aware that people are being 
arn*Hted ftjr h(»isting the (‘(uigrevs Hag on the Howrah Municipal Office 
huibling? 

(h) If so, umler which sei’tion of what Act were theNC arrests stated 
to have lu'eii made? 

(cl Are the (tovernnietit pn»p<»slng to issue instruetions to the 
officers coneeruetl to st(tp making stieh anrestsP 

The Hon’blf Mr. R. N. REID: in) and {hs No jK*rson was arrested 
for hoisting a (’ongress Hag on the ll«iwrah Municipal Office building. 
Some persons were arrested and prmet'uted under section 17 (I) of the 
Indian rriminal laiw Ainendmeiit .Vet (Act XIV of 1908) for holding 
unlicensed pna'cssions and uTiantborised meetings at the Howrah Town 
Hall and Muni<’ipul Office in defiance of an order under section 144, 
Oritninal Pror^edtire (Vde, i.sv\md by the Distritt Magistrate. 

(c) Does not arise. 




QUESTIONS. 


AttowMiew of Mtomn Momod in tko RaIoImM dMriot. 
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. Hk Mr. 8MANTI SHEKHARESWAR RAYt (a> Will the 
lIoB'ble Member in chnrpe of (be Political Department be pleaied to 
lay on the table a complete list of persons— 

(t) at present interned in various pla<'e« in and outside BaniT^l 
under the Reiifral rrimiiial liuar Amendment Act; and 

(it) the amount of the allowance each pets from the Government? 


(/i) In it a fact that the amount of altovrnnce pranted to certain 
detenus interned in the Rnjsliahi district has l)CN?n reiluced riw^ently? 
If so, why? 


Tha Hon*blt Mr. R. N. REID: (a) O) and (ii) Government defdine 
to pive this information. 

(/>) The allowance aanctioiied (or one detenu in Itajshahi district 
was reduced liecau^e the Di.strii’l. Mapistrati* re|>orted that the reduced 
albiwance would l»e adefjoate. 


Mr. 8HANTI 8HEKHARE8WAR RAY: With reference to answer 
(n) 0^ ‘‘>‘d Oi). Will (he Hoirblf* Member be phrased to state why 
Ooveniiueut lifeline (o piNc tins information? 


The Hon'ble Mr. R. N. REID: It has not been the practice in the 
past rifU’ ( fovi'cnineiit conHjder it <leHiruble to flo so in (he publio 
interest)-* 

Mr. 8HANTI 8HEICHARE8WAR RAY: With ref«*reiM <• to answer 
(h), will the Horrblc MciiilH-r he pleaseil to slate whether it is th<' 
practice to reduo* sufdi allowanceH on the n'piuts <»f Distriet 
Mapistrates ? 


Tht Hon’blt Mr. R. N. REID: I am afiaid I do not understand 
what the menibei means by “pr:i/ ti< e.‘* All(»waiM es have been reduced 
on the reports of District Majristiates. 


Mr. 8HANTI 8HEKHARE8WAR RAY: Will the Hon'Me MemWr 
he pleasfHl to state if it is the practice of the Government to reduce the 
ftUowances of detenus on the reports of District MapistraietP 



2SS atTESTIONS. Ato.. 

TiM Hm'M* Mr. R. N. REID: I have already anawered this 

question. 

BilNi illTENDRALAL BANNER4EE: Will the Hon ble Member 

be pleased to state whether there is any scale according to which 
allowances to detenus are paid? 


Thf HOfl^bte Mr# R# N# REID: There is not a hxed scale. The 
allowance in each case is based on the circumstances of the case. 

Mr. BYAMAPROBAD MOOKER^EE: Will the Hon ble Member 
bo pleased to state W'hether the detenu concerned is giren an opportunity 
to make any observations with regard to the reduction of the scale of 
allowance ? 

The Hofi’bte Mr. R. N. REID: I do not think there is anything to 
prevent him from doing so. 


Mr. BHANTI BHEKHAREBWAR RAY : Will the Hon'ble Member 
be pleased to state whether (Government received a petition from (he 
particular detenu in the Kajshahi district? 


Th» Hofi’blt Mr. R. N. REID: 1 nnist ask for notice. 

Mr. BYAMAPROBAD MOOKERJEE: Will the llorrble Member 
he pleased to state whether the detenu comerned is given an opportunity 
to make n representation before the final order is passed? 


Tht Hon’hU Mr. R. N. REID: I have ulreaily stated that thefe is 
nothing to prevent him from making a petition l>efore orders aro 
passed. 


EstMti told for arroort of Land Rovofiut, Cots and other duet. 

80. MUMINDRA DEB RAI MAHABAI: Will the Hon'ble Mem- 
b«r in charge of the Revenue l)ej>artment he pleased to lay on the table 
a statement showing for the last five years district by district the 
number o! estates — 

(i) sold for arrears of land revenue; 

(ii) sold for arrears of Hoad and Public Works cess; 





QUESTIONS. 


(jiQ aold for other Govemnietit dues: and 
(ft) taken over by the Court of Wimls? 


15 ) 


MtMBER in oKftrga of REVENUE DEPARTMENT (tho Hoii’tilt 

ihr Provtth Otniiiflif Mittor) : A statetnent is laid on the Library tabic. 


MUNINORA DEB RAI MAHASAI: (Considering the large numWr 
of estates which have been sold in recent years for arrears of land 
revenue, will the Him’ hie Member be pleased to state what action is 
propose<l to be taken to save estates frtmi lieing sold at this time of 
unprecedented di.stressj* 


Th^ Hon'blo Sir PROVASH CHUNDER MITTERS The numW 
of whole estates sold for arrears of land revenue in 192H-29 was 823 and 
the number of such estates sold in 1931-32 was (ilG. From these figures 
it will he stM*n that there has bwn a decrease in the number of estates 
aold for arrears of land revenue. 

[Here Mr President *the Hnn’ble Hajii Sir M.\.nmm‘I1a Nath UaV 
CliAroHi HI, h r , of Saiitosbi tof»k the (chair. ] 


Exclusion of <*East Bengal Times** from the approoed list of 
newspapers* 

81. Msuivi ABDUL CHANI CHOWDHURY: (a) Is the Horrble 
Meml>er in charge of the Pohti<al Department aware — 

{{) that Home time ago various (ioveni merit offices throughout 
lietigul were l inularised to the effeit that the name of the 
AVfxt liengal Ttmr$ of Dacca .should lie removed from the 
approved list of newspaperf ; 

(it) that the fUut Bengal Times is the only English weekly in 
Eastern Bengal ; 

(ill) that iM'cording to (tovemmeiit information as stated in the said 
circular the circulation of the Bast Bengal Times is I.OGO 
copioa; and 
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(tv) that Bome other papers having a less circulation than that of 
the East Benffal Times have been included in the list as 
the Palli Manyal^ Maldn Akhhar and Gourdut (the 
circulations of which are stated to be 500, 200 and 400 
copies, re8i>ectively)? 


ih) Is it u fact that a newspaper named Swayatiasashan has been 
included in the list of approved papers, even though its circulation is 
staled to be **not known^* to the Oovernnient? 

ic) Will the Hon 'bio Meml)er be pleased to state what method is 
adopte<l by (Government to ascertain the circulation of the paper which 
is approved or not approved for the publication of Government 
udvertifwunentsy 


The Hon*bl0 Mr. R. N. REID: (a) (t) Yes. 

(ti) No. 

(iii) Yes. 

(iv) Yes, with the exception of the Mangal which is not in 

the approved list. 

{li\ The ciri’ulation of the Sn'aydtfttufishdti is knovsn 
(c) By local iiujuirtes. 


Rai Bahadur SATYENDRA KUMAR DAS: Will the Hon'ble 

Mioubei be pleased to state tlo* rcasniis t<»r the exclusion fif the East 
lii'iufdl TtiiH's from the approved list of (JoveTumeut? 


Tha Hon*llla Mr. R. N. REID: IteiutiNC the tone of the paper 
was bad. 


Rai Bahadur SATYENDRA KUMAR DAS: With reference to 
answer at) (n), will the Hon'ble Meinlu'r be pleased to state the names 
of other wei'kly |MH>ers.'* 


Tht Hofi*lila Mr. R. N. REID: I must ask for notice. 
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GOVEENMINT BILL. 


Tti 0 Bengal Miinici|Nil Bill, 1932. 

[The dbcuttsiou ou (he Benjira) MunuMpal Bill, 1932, waii (liert 
reauiaed. j 


('l 4 Juse 112 , 

Mr. PRESIDENT; The question iH tliat rlauHO 112 dtund part of 
the Bai. 

Maulvi HASSAN ALI: Sir, I hejr to lunvo that in rlauMc 112 (/) 
(n), tJQ line 2, for the wt>rd “‘fifteen” (he vtird “ten*’ l»e hiiIimI itiited. 

Sir, we are all aware that the whole <‘onn1ry i« at the present ttiomeni 
jrroaninfJT umh r eroitotiiir distrej*?*. So it will l«» very hard fc»r the rate- 
payern, esperiully ui ninaller inuriiripulitie'4. if the\ have to |iay the 
iiinnicipal raten on the animal value t>f their holdiiiK'^ hy If) per rent, or 
even 10 per cent. Of <ourt*e in hi;r*fer nmnii ipalitiea (hey may be ablo 
to pay 10 per rent, hut not lo per rent. In the .Minnller munieipulitiea, 
it will, however, Iw* very difheitlt to pay more than 7J per eent. whieh 
in (he prevailin^^ rate under the present Muninpul A*!. 1 think, there- 

fore, that the rati* of per rent, should not exeeed in ease of smaller 
municipalities and in ease of hij^n-er muiiiiipalities the rate of 10 |>er 
eent. may be iiiijMised. 

•1 i>.m. 

MUNINORA DEB RAI MAHASAI: Sir, 1 am sorry to difl'er from 
the views «»f the mover of this aiiiendinent vv l»o wants to substitute (he 
word “ten” in jdace ot tlie word “fifteen “ The Bill provides that the 
rate in hcddiiijr** ‘‘hall not la* iinjMeed in an\ nmn ir ipility irodudei) in 
Sf'hedule \ at a rate exreediiiir fitti'en ptr rtufum Fifteen is the 
maximum per rentnm and I quite n^rree that tf»e maMinuin f annot be 
reaidied for some time to ronie ovvin^*’ to unpreee<|eri1et| finaio ia] < risis 
through whieh (lie (cointry is now pusHintr, but. Sir, the Hill is not lufunt 
only for (he present hut for the future that het* aheiol. It may noi be 
[Kissible to raise the rate even hy 1 or 2 per mifu/n at the jiresent 
moment, but this state of things eannot continue for all lime to (oirie. 
Increase in per rrntum may be held baek (ill (he dawn of bc*ttet days. 
There is no harm in having this provision in the Statute Bcnik. 

Municipalities included in Schedule V are big municipalities and 
aniesft additional funds are raised, they will never be in a fiosition to 
cope w'iih the growing demand for better sanitary arrangements. 

For instance, I ran refer to (he Tlowruh Municipality, The 
condition of its open drains is simply appalling and is a disgrace to 
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any municipality. It is a source of constant menace to the healtli ^ 
ihe town. But for the intervention of the river it would have forme<} 
part and parcel of the city of Calcutta. Yet it has a great future before 
it. It was the premier municipality in the rnufatsal only next to 
Calcutta. Unless there is a marked improvement in its finance, there 
is no hope for its further development. Such is also the case with the 
other big municipalities included in Schedule V and they should not 
grudge the increase in the maximum per centum. 

Thi Hofl*bl6 Mf« BUOY PRASAD 8INCH ROY* I rise to oppos^ 
this amendment. The maximum was 7^ per centum, but it is now 
proposed to increase it in the case of average municipalitieH to ten per 
centumf and in the case of municipalities included in Schedule V 4 
namely, Dacca, Darjeeling, Howrah and Chittagong, to fifteen per 
centum. The maximum is only indicated here; it is not compulsory 
that the maximum assessment must be made in every case; it will depend 
upon the municipal (Mimmissiouers whether they will fix the maximum 
or not. Unless the maximum limit is raised, how can a municipality 
be expected to discharge the variou.s ohligations which this Bill proposes 
to impose on them^ It is only a lead which this Bill will give to the 
commissioners. It is not compulsory that the maximum should be 
Assessed all at once; it is only the limit which sliould be fixed. 

The motion of Maulvi Hassan Ali was then put and lost. 

MUNINDRA DEB RAI MAHASAI: Sir. may I have your permis- 
sion to move the motion that stands in the name of my friend Rai 
Satish Chandra Mukherji Bahadur as m> own motion? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Yes. 

MUNINDRA DEB RAI MAHASAI: 1 hcg to move that in clause 
1 12 (/) (o), in lines and 4, for the wonls *‘teii per centum" the words 
"‘nine per centum" be substituted. The increase of per cerUum 
would lie a big jump. It would be better to, advance step by step and 
meet the oppositionists half way. It would then W vSj per centum, buir 
as there is no motion to that eftVt. I hope, 9 per centum will be accepted 
as u coiupmmise. I shtmld like to impress on the Minister the fact that 
the condition of things are not the same in all municipalities in the 
mufa*$nt. The maximum may W fixed but shoubl not l>e enforced 
everywhere, A sliding scale may l>e adopted to suit IcMal c^mditions. 
We should, however, remember that although the increased burden will 
fall on the ratepayers, they will get in return greater benefits in civic 
life. For instance, in my municipality at BausWia the ratepayers not 
only pay the maximum holding tax of seven and a half per centum but 
in addition to this they pay 4} per centum lor conservancy rates and 
4| per centum for water rate. Total lOJ per centum and in ihe near 
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tfc«y will hmYe to pay on# per centum more wltoa i)i« ilrtot 
ItitiilNme lamps will he repUcsd by slsctric lights. AH tbs ratspaysrs 
mm mostly in a rery bad way owing to widesprsad financial dsprsssion* 
y«| they do not grudge the increase as they get direc t benefit for sucli 
peyments. They find continuous supply of pure drinking water at their 
doom and the regular senriee of imthats. For th«M# two items 
indieidually they had to incur more expenditure than now. Better 
drainage requires more money and they will not grudge to }>ay more if 
UMps to decrease the amount they pay for the doctor’s Bill. They are 
<fnger to have lietter eduqption for their boys and girls and the 
sntinicipality is not lagging behind to help them. It has pro%’ided for 
free primary education, hut the ever bankrupt Uovemnient is hesitating 
' to pay i|s share of the cotitributioii under the Biss si hetne. 


1 would like to ap^wal to the memWrs look ahead and not try to 
reduce the uiHxituuui or go back to the old days. This would las an 
extremely retrograde step. 


Mr. NARENDRA KUMAR BASU: 1 rise to oppose this amend- 
ment. In doing HO I hIiuII ask the Bui Muhasai to re-rcad the spiHH*h 
he made on amendment r^>9. 1 do not think it is necessary to give to 

this (’oun<’iI any other reiifouiH for rejecting this amendment. As for 
the lertiflcate that the Itai Mahusai has given to the Bansbenu Munici- 
]iahty and its ebuirmati, tiiut h also u reason against the adoption of 
this amendment. 


Tht Hofi’bla Mr. BUOY PRABAO SINGH ROY 8 1 rise to oppose 
this amendment. 1 do not think that I iohmI repc^at the arguments of 
Mr. Basu. He has fully explained that the Biii Mahasai should re-read 
bis speech. 

The motion of Munindra Dtdi Bai Mahasai was then put and lost. 

Dr. AMULYA RATAN CHOSE; 1 heg to move that in clause 112 
(/; (/;>, in line 1, the word '‘exclusively’* 1 m* omitted. 

Sir, on any holding which is used exclusnely as a plme of public 
Worship to which the piihlh' have the right of fr«*e access without 
payment, the word "exclusively” is superfluous and will bring in many 
practical diflSiculties. There I propose that the word "exclusively” 
ba omitted. 

Tilt HmPbl# Mr. BUOY PRABAD BINCH ROY: I rise to opp^ 
this amendment. The word "exclusively" is very important; otherwise, 
if a part of a residential building is used as a place of public worship, 
Oiis cooc^eesion may be claimed. Why should the muoicipalitiee suSer 
ior Uie benefit of the owner of a private residence? 

The motion of 0r. Aniulya Ratan Ghoee waa put and loti. 


17 
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iaiNr KHETTER MOHAN RAYs 1 beg to more that in ckuse 112 
(/) (b)t in lines 1 and 2, after the worda *'a place of worship’* the 
words *‘a meeting place or a library” be inserted. 

Sir, 1 want to add these words in order to include the town-hall and 
public library to which the public have right of free access, within the 
purview of this clause. These are useful public institutions which 
should l>e exempted from payment of taxes. No doubt, it may be said 
that the commissioners can grant contributions to these institutions. 
But 1 can say that at Comilla instances arose where such instituticma 
presided over by the District Magistrate were not only not deprived ol 
contributions by the commissioners, but were assessed to heavy holding 
taxes. These institutions should not be left to the whims and caprices 
of the romniissioners. Therefore I should say that some provision 
should be made so that such public institutions as town-halls and public 
libraries are exempted. 

The Hon'bla Mr. BI40Y PRAEAD SINGH ROY: I rise to oppose 
this amendment. What would be the effect if this amendment is 
accepted. Mr. Kay suggests that any place of meeting should be 
exempted from the rates. It is a very vague expression, Sir, and what 
does he mean hy a place of meetingJ* As regards libraries, if they are 
deserving institutions, they should get a grant from the municipality; 
it is no n^ason why they should be exempted from the rates. That is 
the principle which is also followed in (’alctitta. If a library is 
considered a deserving institution, the Corporation gives a grant, but 
it is not exempted from the rates. That procedure should be followed 
also in the case of mufasiol municipalities. 

The motion of Huhti Khetter Mohan Itay was put and lost. 


Rai Bihadlir K AMIN I KUMAR DAS: 1 beg to move that in clause 
112 (/) {h)^ in line 3, after the word “access” the words “without 
payment” Ih» omitted. 

There is free access to buildings of public worship to which the pubBo 
has the right of free access without payment. I fail to understand 
what this exfirewuin “without payment” means. I End from the report 
of the members of Select C^>mmittee that this alteration was suggested 
formally, and they have made this alteration in order to make ill* 
intention clear. Whether the intention is clear or not, it is for the 
hon’ble inemliers of the House to consider. After all, <a place of publio 
worship where members enter without any payment, and if after going 
there the public pay something as pmntimi at the feet of the deity, or to 
the 1 do not know whether such holding should be excluded or 

whether such holding is liable to pay the rates. This is for the membera 
ol the House to decide. Formerly under section 28 of the old Aol U 
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w§mdd that M pUtm of public wmhip sboul<! bo excluded; it waa 
•o urttfrded to diatinguisb between place of public worship and priva^ 
wimkip aa our BuhnumamUtp. There are some cases where people hare 
free entry and after entry they pay something to the deity freely of 
their own accord, because our $hmtrtu enjoin the payment of pmnami 
to the deity for its worship and maintenance, and for the help of 
aofiyam and sadhus. Therefore, it appears to me that the words 
without payment* ore redundant. If (he intention is to make these 
places assessable, I think it is rather hard. With these words, I 
commend mj’ amendment to the acceptance of the House. 


3*15 p.m. 

Tha Hon'Ma Mr. BldOY PRASAD SINCH ROYt I do not think 
there is much difference between my view and (he view of the hon'ble 
member because he would not only not impose this tax if the ac cess is 
free, but he would not also im]K>se any tax if a voluntary payment is 
made to the deity or to the skrfHUt. That is not contemplated in the 
Bill. \V bat is contemplated is free iM'cess to the deity without payment. 
Therefore, we agree. What is the difference? I'o make the niifanitig 
clear the Select (’omniittee inserted this phrase. That is all. We do 
not want to tax tenifiles cmly l>e<'ause visitors pay a voluntary contribu- 
tion to the nhefmtt or to the deity. That is not within the purview of 
this clause. If the access is free, there should lie no tax. 

The motion of Ilai Bahadur Kamini Kumar Dus was put and lost, 

MUNINDRA OEB RAI MAHASAIs I beg to move that for clause 

112 {2) the following be substituted, namely: — 

**(2) The commissioners at a meeting may, either wholly or partially, 
exempt from the rates referred to in clause in) of sub-iuM tion (/) any 
bolding which is used exclusivtdy for pur}KMies of public charity or for 
purposes of free education.** 

Sub-section (2) of se<'tion 112 lays down that the coramissitmers at a 
meeting may, either wholly or partially, exempt from the rate on 
boidings any holding which is used exclusively for purposes of public 
ebaniy. Although free education falls under the c 4 itegory of public 
obnrity, yet I want to remove doubts or ambiguities relating to the 
InterpretatioD of the section that may arise in the course of the 
administration of the Act in the different municipalities in Bengal by 
ibe addition of the words **or for purposes of free education.’* This 
would also help to preserve nniformity in the application of this 
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Tut Kmi’M Mr. BMOY FRMAD tlNCH ROYs 1 un adviaad 

tiiAt free educatiou is included in public charity ; so ibis amendment is 
annecessary. 

The motion of Munindra Deb Rai Mahasai was put and lost. 

Dr. AMULYA RATAN CHOSE S I beg to move that in clause 112 
(2), in line 2, after the words ‘*any holding’’ the words ‘‘or part of a 
holding” be inserted. 

In this clause it is laid down that ‘‘the commissioners at a meeting 
may, either wholly or partially, exempt from the rate on holdings any 
holding which is used exclusively for purposes of public charity.” 
What 1 mean is that it is not always that an entire holding is leased for 
the purpose of public charity. Therefore, I suggest that part of a 
holding may also be exempted from such rates and taxes. ,1 need not 
dilate upon this point much because it is very clear. 

Tht Hon^Me Mr. BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY : I am sorry it is 
not very cbiar to me. How ('an part of a holding be exempted from 
rat(»s and taxes because a holding is assessed ^ If it is treated as a 
separate holding, it is to l)e re-numhered. How can the part of a 
holding ho assessed is bevond my comprehension. 

The motion of Dr. Amulya Ratau fihose was put and lost. 

Bibu KHETTER MOHAN RAY: 1 lag to move that in clause 112 
( 2 ) the words “or benefit** be added. 

The clause, as it stands, says that (‘ominissioners at a meeting may 
exempt from rate on holdings any holding exclusively used for public 
charity. 1 would like to add that a holding exclusively used for the 
purjiose of public benefit shuiild also come under the purview of this 
clause. 1 do not se<^ any reason why institutions beneficial to the rate- 
payers of a municipality should not be exempted from such a rate. 

Tht HtiPhli Mr. BI40Y PRASAD SINGH ROY: The words 

'‘public benefit” are rather vague. Suppose a few members of the 
public go and play bridge, will it be public benefit so far as this clause 
is concerned F So, if these words are inserted, it will be difficult to 
exempt any holding. 

The motion of Babu KUetter Mohan Hay was put and lost. 

Dr. AMUtYA RATAN GHOSE: 1 Wg to move that in clauM 112 
^ littr for the words “six rupees** the words “twent^-Sva 
rupees” be substituted. 
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this ftub-claiwe it ia laid down that wharo ih« aggregate annual 
waliMI of all tha holdings hold by any a ownar within a municipality 
doaa not exceed six rupees, the rate on holdings shall not be imposed 
on any of the holdings of the said owner. Six rupees is Um iiistgnifieaut 
a sttin. Therefore, 1 propose that “rupees twi*nty-five“ Uo sulwtiluted 
instead. It does not require me to dilate nim‘h on this point. It is 
clear and I commend this motion to the acceptauie of the House. 

•ata SATYENDRA NATH ROY: 1 strongly oppi>se this amend- 
ment because my friend is not conversant. InMiig <‘onfUH'ied with a 
municipality with an income of rupees twenty lakhs, with the conditions 
of other municipalities. In my municipulity there are eiglif thousand 
holdings of which, I think, only one tliousaiid are vnlutHl at Hs. 25 and 
in 80 per cent, of the municipalities there are hrddings of which ten to 
twenty per cent, are valiiei] at Its. 25, K%*en in the ('ah uHa Muiii<‘i|Uil 
Act (se<‘tion 12fi) power is given only to exempt land and holding of the 
value of Its. 20 and in the prestuit Act it is Hs. 0. Such exemption, as 
suggested hy Dr. (jhose, if introduced, will ettipi> the municipal purse. 

Tha Hofi’lila Mr. BMOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: I oppose this 
amendment. I n<H*<l not nay anything furtlor. 

The motion of l)r. Aiiiulya Hatan (ihost‘ was put and lost. 

SllNl SATYENDRA NATH ROY: I beg to move that in clause 112 
( 4 ), in line I, after tlie words “the LckhI (lovernmeiit inn> “ the aords 
“on the recommendation of the commiHsiom»rs of the muii irijmlity 
concerned*' W inserted. 

My object in moving this motion is ihst (iovernment should take 
action in improving or exduding 

Thu Hofi*IM« Mr. BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Sir, may 1 at 
this stage say that I am prepurini to accept this amendment subject to 
Mr, Roy’s omitting the wonl.s “of the munic ipalities concernecl” I' Tha 
Legislative Department ar*' of opinion that these words are unnecessary. 

BMNi SATYENDRA NATH ROY: I agree. 

The motion that in clause 112 (4)^ in line 1. after the words “tha 
Local Government may" the words “on the rwominendation of the 
commissioners" l»e inserted, was put and agreed to. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The question is that clause 112, as amended by 
tha Counciiy ataiid pari of the Bill. 

The motion waa put and agraed to. 
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Claute 113. 

Mr* PREtIDENT: .The queetion is that clause 113 stand part of 
the BiU. 


Dr* AMULYA RATAN CHOSE: I beg to move that in clause 113 
(7) (6), in line 3, after the word tanks" the words “or on vacant or 
unused and uninhabited land" be inserted. 

The clause lays down that the rate shall not be imposed on land 
used exclusively for purposes of agriculture or on any holding consisting 
only of tanks. After this word "tanks" 1 want to insert the words I 
have just mentioned. The reason for which the tanks have been 
exempted holds good in the case of unused or uninhabited or vacant 
land. In the case of tanks the owner of it may get some sort of incomoi 
but in the case of unused and vacant land the owner does not get any 
kind of income. Therefore, there is the more reason why such lands 
should bo exempted from taxes. It is a very reasonable proposal and I 
hope this will be accepted. 


BMni BEHOD BIHARI BARKAR: 1 beg to appose this amend- 
ment. It is not necessary to insert these words in view of what is 
contained in clause 128. If the hon’ble member will kindly read that 
clause, he will find that it provides for the remission or refund of rates 
when a holding remains vacant. Moreover, the words "vacant land" 
are somewhat vague and they may give rise to practical difficulty. 

The motion of Dr. Amulya Hatan (Iho.'ie was then put and lost. 


Dr* AMULYA RATAN CHOSE: I beg to move that clause 113 
(3) be omitted. 

This clause is a very unworkable and impracticable thing and 1 do 
not think this will be of any gcHMl if retained. On the face of it, as the 
thing is there in the clause, it is quite obvious that this sort of thing 
can hardly be made practicable within a municipality. That is why I 
propose that this sub-clause be omitt<Hl. 

Babu SATYENDRA NATH ROY: I oppose this amendment. My 
(riend says it is unworkable, but I think it is quite workable because it 
will relieve pereons who live at a distance from the tanks and it is a 
vary just clause. So I object to the amendment. 
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tlw HMi'Mt Mr. IMOV PRASAD tINCH ROYl Sir, I riae to 
<i|i|MNio thi« amendment. The charges muat vary a»ith the dtutaiii^ from 
the neareat stand-pipe, and this is the existing law, I would refer the 
bon'ble member to section 279 of the existing Art. So I do not think 
that the clause is unworkable as he seems to sup|M>se. 

The motion of Dr, Aiuulya Itatan (}hose was then put and bwt. 

Iif» PRESIDENTS The question is that clause 113 stand jiart of 
the BiU. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 

Clausr 114. 

iif* PRESIDENTS The question is that clause 114 stand part of 
the Bill. 

Dr. AMULYA RATAN CHOSE S 1 lK*g to move that after (dauae 
114 {/) {ft), the following he added, namely; — 

**K.rplmuitum. — The provision of an umlerground sewer for 
tarrying night-stiil and sewerage would amount to a provi- 
sion for rltMinsing of latrines, urinals and cesspmds under this 
c 111 use. ” 

Sir, I need not say anything on the motitui : I simply move it. 

Mr. H. P. V. TOWNENDs Sir, 1 may say on liehalf of (iovernment 
that (Iovernment have every sympathy with the object of this amend- 
ment. The only thing is that on tooking into the matter we find that 
(he explanation suggested would introduce difficulties into the Bill. 
In some municipalities in Bengal there is a system of underground 
sewerage which i.s not connected up with latrines, etc. If the amend- 
ment is accepted, then a municipality would he enabled to evade its 
duty of cleansing the latrines and 1 think it w'ould not be right to give 
any chance to a municipality to evmie its duty in this respect. The 
acceptance of this explanation would mean that the municipality could 
put in some sewers with two or thiee depots within the area and then 
would not do the w'ork of cleansing the latrines in return for the (ax 
levied. The only doubtful point almut the clause, as it stands, lie* in 
Ibe words **and cesspools.” \o sewerage system in Bengal could 
ifcrectly cleanse cesspools: it might, therefore, seem that the levy of the 
tax would be impossible if a sewerage sj’stero is introduced, because it 
would be impossible to satisfy the condition, laid down in this clause, 
of cleansing ceespools. But this is not so. If cesspools remained after 
a sewerage system were intrmluced, it w'oiild l>e the duty of (he munici- 
pality to'cleanse them. But if the municipality wanted to avoid having 
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to do thin, it could do 00 by utilising clause 341 of the BiU, — if of 
course it is passed by the House. Under this clause it could order all 
cesspools within the area to be closed: and then clause 114, as it now 
stands, would be adec|uate, and would cover the whole purpose of the 
amendment which the mover seeks to introduce. I hope that this 
explanation will satisfy the mover and that he will see his way to 
withdraw his motion. 

The motion of Dr. Amulya Ratan Ghose was then, by leave of the 
Council, withdrawn. 

Dr. AMULYA RATAN CHOSE* I beg to move that after clause 
114 (J!) (r), the following be iiisertcMl, namely: — 

“(d) that the rate shall not exceed fifty per crnfum of the conser- 
vancy rate where special arrangements such as septic tanks, 
latrines and the like are made by the owner or occupier of 
holdings the annual valuation of which is less than five 
thousand rupees; 

(c) that the rate shall not exceed twenty per centum of the conser- 
vancy rate where no arrangement Uis the case of shops, 
etc.,) is made for privies, urinals or septic tanks. 


Sir, it is a matter of common knowledge that private owners of 
holdings constriu t septic-tank latrines at their own cost and they 
provide for the cleansing, etc,, of these latrines at their own cost, and 
in such cases it is highly unreusonahle tlutl they should be compelled 
to pay as much taxes as one who will avail of all the services of 
cleansing latrines by the municipal conservancy department. There are 
holdings, I mean holdings which are inhabited by Europeans where 
they have got their own latrines — the comincHie system — and they 
employ their own methart. They should not he compelled to pay the 
lull amount of conservancy rates because they do not get the full 
ctNiservancy services like other owners. Therefore, my suggestion is 
that in such cases where that sort of s}»ecial arrangements exist, 50 per 
cent, of the esmservuncy rates should be charged and where there are 
no such arrangements of course full rates will Ite charged. In the case 
of shops, etc., the rates should not exceed }>er cent. There are towns 
where the shopkeepers have got no latrines or urinals. They simply go 
to their shops, sell their stocks and go away. Thai is not their 
permanent abode, and, therefore, they should also l»e exempted from 
paying the full amount of taxes. That is why I hare made this distinc* 
lion between two classes of inhabitants in a municipality and these two 
claaaes should have special consideration in respect of the consenraaoy 
rateti With theae words, 1 eommend my motion for the acceptance of 
Ibis Honit. 
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IW BilnAMr 0r« HAHIDHAN OlITTs I rw# to oppom tkig timd- 
mmi* My frmud in mkinff • principle wkieh, if once nceepted, wm 
do wai know where it wnll end. May I draw bin attention to the fact 
that m Calcutta arhen there wan a scarcity of water many ratepayem 
sank tubcKwells within their premises^ Might I ask Dr, Ghose whether 
thoae who sunk tulie-w'ells should be exetiipt^nl from the water-tax? 
This ia against the principle of living in a munici|>ality where the rate- 
payers join each other in the form of a confideracy for the common gtHwl 
of all. Some people may l>t> fortunate enough to be able to afford to 
have their own septic tanks: I do not see why my friend should be 
anxious to help such rich i>t*ople. The rich w ho can afford to have these 
things should not grudge paying the ordinary municipal rates and 
taxes. If we intnHluce (his system and if it is extended to ( ah uttap 
many tax-payers who have sunk tul)e-wells will have to W exempted 
from the water- rales. 

The Hofi«bln Mr. BldOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Sir, 1 rise to 
oppose this ninendmeiit . If this principle is accepted, then it may lead 
to considerable difficulties and it ma> affect the finaiu'cs of the munici- 
pality because the intnaiuction of septic tanks l»\ sptH'iai nrrun^ciucnts 
by half a dosen ratepayers M<uild not uppreciably decrease the cosl of 
the niunu'ipality on (onservancy. So, if a rich ratepayer ( nines forward 
and say “I have niude in\ own urrangeinents, I am not going to pay 
the conservancy rates,*’ (hen tht* municipal finances will suffer. Sir, I 
refer the hon’hh* member to clause III (,‘J) wheie an exception has la'im 
provided for; uii\ one (ominir under that exieption will automatically 
get rediK'tioii ; s<» 1 think it is not at all necessary to introduce thia 
safeguard. 

The motion of Dr. Araulya Uatan (those was then put and lost. 

Mf« C. C. COOPER: With your fH^rmission, Sir, T propose (<? 
change the amendment of wdiich I have given notice. I move that 
the fullstop at the end of the provitai to clause* 11 -I (.i) be deleted and 
the following W added : — 

**which ia, in the opinion of the Isiical Government, of sufficient 
capacity and in ever>‘ resper*! adequate for the efficient treatment and 
diapoaa] of all sew'age in the area servisd by it*V 

Sir, the prftviso, as it stands, is too arbiitary, and obviously need# 
qualifying. The amendment supplies a very reasonable qualification to 
the clause. 

Tlia Nan’Mt Mr. BldOY PRABAO tlNCH ROY: Sir, (iovernmetil 
are prepared to accept this amendment. 

The niotkm cd Mr. 0. G. Cooper was then put and agreed te. 
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MNl KHITTER MOHAN RAY: I beg to move that after the 
proviso to clause 114 ( 3 ) the following be added, namely: — 

^'Provided also that in the case of a market, stall-keepers and 
vendors and other persons selling goods shall be held to be 
persons living within or habitually resorting to the same/* 

Hr. President, Sir, my reason for moving the amendment is to luake 
the meaning of the phrases ‘‘living within or habitually resorting to the 
same** clear and unambiguous. The meaning is not so clear as it at 
Arst sight seems to be. At Comilla, the municipal authorities, who 
were not pulling well with the officials of the Tripura Eaj Estate, 
taking advantage of the sections 325 and d2G of the present Act in 
which the identical phrase occurs, wanted to assess an excessive tax on 
a market belonging to the Tripura llaj. Procedure adopted by the 
commissioners is this: They stationed two peons on each gate of the 
market, who took censii" ef the persons entering it from early morning 
till night when the market closed, for two or three successive days or 
thereby, the commissioners said, they succeeded in ascertaining the 
number of persons habitually resorting to the market. Though this is 
not the intention of the legislature, it is clear that these words are 
capable of siu’h interpretation as was done at Comilla by the commis- 
sioners. It is reasonable in order to avoid any ambiguity ; the meaning 
ehould be made clear. Therefore, I have moved the said amendment. 
1 hc^ the House will accept it. 


3-45 p.m. 

Babu BENOD BIHARI 8ARKAR: Sir, 1 beg to oppose this 
amendment. It is first of all unnecessary. If the hon’ble mover will 
kindly go through clause 115, he will see that it has been laid down that 
the commissioners may require the owner or o<'cupier of any holding to 
furnish a true and correct list of the number of persons living within, 
or habitually resorting to, such holding for the pu~pose of determining 
the oonsarvancy rate. No separate clause, as suggested, is, therefore, 
necessary. Heteover, the mover wants to exclude customers frequent- 
ing markets or shops for the purpose of calculation. This is not 
reasonable. Why should not be conservancy rate l>e fixed in relation 
to the number of customer habitually using privies and urinals P 1, 
therefore, oppose the amendment. ^ 


Mr. NARENDRA KUMAR BAEU: I think the member who 
Spoken on beluilf of (government has not understood what the proposed 
amendment means. In clause 114 ( 2 ) powers are givmi to oomnii* 
•loners to levy the rate at a certain amount per head on the number 
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Itving within or habitually raaortinir to such pramiiK'a or |ilao««. 
Th#^^ropo6al is that in the ease of markets, the oommisitioners should 
not bo asked to try and do the impossible, that is to say, levy a rate on 
the number of persons resorting to a market for the purpose of market* 
ing* That is a fluctuating body and is never constant. So, it will bo 
impossible for the commissioners to levy a rate on the number of persons 
going to the market for the purpose of purc'hasiog gocxls. Horeovor, 1 
do not think it is either practicable or just on the part of the member 
who has just spoken for Government to say that the clause does not 
include purchasers and that no one would l>e likely to take them into 
account. The mover of the amendment has shown that in one munioi* 
pality at least the impossible was attempted and such foolish action 
might be taken by other people also if this is not made clear. I, there- 
fore, whole-hearte<lly support the amendment. 


Khaii Bahuclur MUHAMMAD ABDUL MOMIN: 1 think there is 
a lot of misapprelumsitm aKont this proviso. I think in clause 114 (i) 
there are only two alternative methmls of compounding the rates or of 
taxes, and the disi retimi is entirely with the commissioners as to how 
this should he done. They may either take one metluMl or the other 
method. If the party assessed is not satisfied or if the municipality is 
so unreasonable as to adopt the inethml which Bahu K better Mohan 
Kay has stiggested, I think the asHess4*e can very well say that he is not 
going to compound in that way. He w-ill pay it in the orilinary way. 
The amendment is, therefore, absolutely fallacious and 1 opfiose it. 


Mr. H« P. V. TOWNCMD: I have nothing to edd to the sjmhw’Ii of 
the Khan liahudur who has said just what I was going to say in 
opposition t<» (he amendment. I oppose the amendment. 

The motion of Iluhu Khetter Mohan Hay was then put and a division 
taken with the following result : — 
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MasaassStaya, Aal SaMS Sarat caasSra. 
sassar, Mr. SftaaSa M aS aa . 
rassar, ShS NMHNnas rra«as. 

Aal Maaaaai, MimiiiSra Saa. 

Aay, AaSs KAattar M aAsa* 

Aay, Mr. Miaati MiaMiarMwar. 

Aaiit, AaSa Hataiii. 

Aay, iaa« ist yt it i r a 
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Afni, NftmitaMNi KImja lHHiaimiMd, 
KIMM MiMMfllr. 

Armtirafig, Mr. W. L. 

Maylvl tliaifc Mahiin. 

■al, tabti unit Kimiar. 

■al, Rai tahib iarai Cbaiidra. 

Earma, flaj talilb Raaalianaa. 

■atir UMin, Kliaa tahib Maaivi 
MahaaiaMd. 

•irliaiyra, Mr. N. 

■laiHly, Mr. t. N. 

•••a, Mr. 1. M. 

CbaiNlburi, Kbaa Rahadar Maalvl All. 
aiauamafi. 

Obawtfhunr, Naji tadl Ahmtd. 

OalMii, Mr. 0. J. 

Oaaplfifar, Majar^aaral w. V. 

Oaaptr, Mr. 0. 0. 

Oaa, Rai Babadar Kamiai Kamar. 

Oat, Rai Bahadur Satyaiidra Kumar. 
BuMfji, Mauivi Nur Rabman Kban. 
rarMui, iba Haa*bl« Nawab K. 0. M., 
Kbaa Babadar. 
faiMut, Mr. L. R. 
dorrMiar, Mr. J. Oaaipb«ll. 

Oaniali, Rai Babadar latil Kamar. 
Obumavi, ib« Haa'bla Aibadj Sir Abdal* 
htrim. 

Qilabritt. Mr. R. N. 

NaadarMa, Mr. A. 0* R. 

Hadta, Mr. 4 . 0. V. 


Naataia, Maaivi Habaauaad. 

Hub, Mr. A. K. raM-al. 

Huaaaia, Maaivi utafat. 

Kbaa, Maaivi Amia4ia.XaaHa. 

Kbaa, Mr. Raiaar Rabauui. 

Laaaaa, Mr. C. W. 

Mittar, tba llaa*bla Sir Pravaab Cbaadar, 
Mamia, Kban Babadar Mabammad Abdal* 
Mulliab, Mr. Makuada Babary. 

Natimaddia, tba Nan'Ma Mr. Kbwaja. 
batra, Mr. B. F. 

Fbilpat, Mr. H. C. V. 

Rabman, Maaivi Aiinir. 

Rabmaa, Mr. A. F. M. Abdurv 
Ray, Baba Nacaadra Narayaa. 

Ray Cbawdbury, Mr. K. C. 

Raid, tba Naa’Ma Mr. R. N. 

Raaa, Mr. i. 

Ray, Mr. taitatwar Singb. 

Ray, tba Nan'bla Mr. Bijay Fraaad tiagii. 
•arkar, Baka Baaaa BIkarL 
•arkar, Rai tabib Rabati Mabaa. 
tan, Mr. B. R. 

•an, Mr. Oiriab Obaadra. 
ttaplatan, Mr. H. B. 

Thamaa, Mr. M. F. 

Townand, Mr. H. F. V. 

Twynam, Mr. N. 4 . 

Wilkinaan, Mr. M. R. 

Waadbaad, tba Han'bla Mr. d. A. 


The* Ayen beiiiK Noon 5^), tlu* motion was lost. 

Mfi PRESIDENT: Tlu* (juestion i.H that (laiHo 114, as amended by 
the r»un(’il, stand part of the Bill. 

The motion was put and airreed to. 


Chusr IV). 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The question is that clause 115 stand pari of 
the Bill. 

MiuIyI MAtiAN ALI: I heK to move that clause 115 be omitted. 
I think, Sir, this clause is redundant. This is always done and is really 
not necessary. I, therefore, propose the omission of this clause. 

4 p.in. 

Tht HEfPMi Mr. iMOY PRASAD SINaN ROYS Sir, 1 me to 
oppofMH this amendment. The clause is not reihindant; it exiata in tlio 
present Act and it is very necessar> to fix a conservancy rate to find oii 
the numlier of people liringr in the premises. 

The motion of Mnnlvi Haasnn Ali was then put and lost. 
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Hr* raitlOlNTs The question » that clauaa 115 staiid part of 

thaSm. 

Hke iBoiioii wa« put and agreed to. 


Aew clause USA* 

Mr* NARCNDIIA KUMAH BA 8 U 1 Sir, I beg to more that after 

clauae 115 the following be addiHi, namely : — 

‘'115A. In any municipality not iiMduded in Schedule V, the 
Jiggiagate of the ratee charged under i»ection.H 112, 113 and 114 ehaU not 
axeeed twenty per centum on the annual value of holdtiiga.'* 

Sir, the objet't of my amendment in that if no maximum ia fixed cif 
the total taxation, the rateti levied would amount to 274 cent, in 
the smaller municipalities and 324 tlie larger ones. Even the Calcutta 
maximum ia 23 and it ia not proper to have a municipal tax of more 
than 20 per cent, on the annual value of the holding, in the mufas$al, 

Babu SATYENDRA NATH ROYs I give my support to the 
amendiiieiit moved by Mr. Hasu. It is very nec'esniiry for at present 
under the Calcutta Municipal Act the uiaximuin rate is 23 per cent.; 
but as fur u» I am aware — and I think my friend Hui Bahadur Dr. l>utt 
will «upi)ort me — within the last 4() years the rate has not l>een higher 
than 194 per cent. It is projmsed to give jaiwers to the municipalitiea 
to impose a rate t»f 10 |>er cent, on the annua! value of holdings, 74 per 
c>ent. water rate. 3 per cent, lighting rate and 7 per cent, conservancy 
rate, the t«»tal la»iug 271 j»er cent. 1 think there mnst W a limit to the 
total percentage cd the rates aiul what we now cull in ('alcutta as the 
consol idatc*d rate is not more than 23 per cent. I fail to see the reason 
why in the muf*u$itl it should l>e more than 2(* f>er rent. It is aliscduiely 
necessarj’, and the municipalities should acljust the different rates in 
such a way that the total rate is iii»t higher than 20 per cent. With 
these observations, 1 support the amendment. 

TtM HoiYblt Mr. BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Sir, 1 rise* to 
oppose this amendment. The mover has said that the rate should tied 
be fixed at more than 20 per cent, as it would lie improper Uf do so. 
But 1 would just remind him that under the existing Act it is now 25 
per cent, which consists of 74 per cent, ns holding rate, 74 per cent, 
water rate, 3 per c.ent. lighting rate and 7 per rent, conservancy rate. 

Sir, Mr. Boy has said that in Calcutta the rate is 194 
the maximum that can be charges! under the Act is 23 per cent. Bo 
lie teems to think that the rate should not l>e more than the Calcutta 
rate. 1 would remind him, Sir, of the difierenoe in the tyttem of 
aMeeement between Calcutta and the ms^$td taunieipaUiiea. In 
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CftloutU in the caee of rented buildings the annual value is assessed cm 
the rent mtnu# a certain percentage as the cost of repairs. But in the 
case of residential buildings, the annual value is assessed on the capital 
value of the land plus the capital spent on the construction of the build- 
ing viinus depreciation ; whereas in mufassal municipalities the rate ia 
assessed on the letting value of the land and the letting value olthe 
building, so that makes a good deal of difference between the Calcutta 
rates and the mufassal rates. The system of assessment is entirely 
different; so what is 25 per cent, in the mufassal is certainly much less 
than what is 19} per cent, in Calcutta, because here the cost of the land 
is taken into consideration, whereas in the mufassal it is not the capital 
value of the land but its letting value which is taken into account; and 
that is what my friends forget. The existing rate is 25 per cent, and 
Mr. Basu proposes that it should not exceed 20 per cent; so it will be a 
retrograde proposal. At the same time, I would remind my friend how 
many new responsibilities we propose to impose on these municipalities ; 
in order to enable them to meet the additional obligations, we must 
increase the sources of income at the disposal of the municipalities. For 
these reasons, Sir, I oppose this amendment. 

The motion of Mr. Narendra Kumar Basu was then put and a division 
taken with the following result: — 


AYES. 


All, Maalvi NtMan. 

■antrjl, Mr. A. 

•uu, Mr. NsrsfiSra Kumar. 
llrSmyrt, Mr. M. 

OaitttrjM, Mr. a. C. 

OHauShurl, aaSu KIMiarl Mahan. 
CMuShury, Maulvl Nural Abtar. 
Sastullah, Maulvl Muhammad. 
OhiM, Dr. Amulya aatan. 
Hakim, Maulvl AMul. 

Htmain, Maulvl MuhauMMad. 
Nua, Mr. A. K. Paal*ul. 

Khan, Maulvl TaaOtuSiln. 

Maltl, Mr. R. 


Momin, Khan Bahadur Muhammad AMul. 
Mukhoaadhaya, Hal iahih Barat Chandra. 
Nag, Baku Suk Lai. 

Poddar, Mr. Ananda Mahan. 

Rai Mahatai, Munindra 0th. 

Ray, Baku Amulyadhan. 

Ray, Baku Kkattar Mahan. 

Ray, Mr. thanti Shakharatamr. 

Raul, Baku Matanl. 

Ray, Baku Satyandra Natk. 

Banana, Baku Batya Kinkar. 
lamad, Maulvl Abdut. 

•hah, Maulvl Akdut Hamid. 

Thamaa, Mr. M. P. 


NOEt. 


Altai, Naufahiada Khwaja Muhammad, 
Khan Dahadur. 

ArmatranB, Mr. W. L. 

•akth, Maulvl Bhaik Rahim. 

•al, ftahu tallt Kumar. 

•al, Ral Bahih Barat Chandra. 

•landy, Mr. I. N. 

Dasa, Mr. t. M. 

C hd Md liu ry, Hajl nadl Ahmad. 

Ca hm , Mr. 0. #« 

OadpHiDir, MajarOs a a ra i W. Y. 

Oaapar, Mr. C. Du 

Oati Ral Dahadvr RaaMiH Kdmmr. 

Dms Ral R aha du r B a ti Mi dra Awaar. 

D«tt» Ral Ra had wr Or. MaHdRaa. 


Btttufji, Maulvl Nur RaRmaa Khan. 
Paraaui, iha Han’kla Ranah K. 0. «« 
Khan Bahadur. 

Panaut, Mr. L. it 
Parraatw, Mr. d. Cm a p ha l t 
OmiBall, Ral Bahadur Baall Hwsmn 
Ohutnavl, tha Han'Ma Allmd| Sir AMal- 
kartm. ^ 

OilaiiHat Mr. R. N. 

H yndar a a n , Mr. A. O. R. 

Radii, Mr. d. o. v. 

H at i a l n , Maulvl Latafat ^ 

Khaa, Maulvl AnHnmafamau. 

Khan, Mr. Ranur Rahman^ . . 

Lataau, Mr. 0. W. 
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Hi 


» Mr. A. r. n. AM«rs 
- -JWA Aiirf , Mr. K. C, 

mm, nmmt Mr. a. m. 
ilit% Mr. J. 

Mty« Mr. teiMtwar tificii. 
Mii^ Mr. mrrnt Kumar. 


mm, Mr. •« A. 

•m, Mr. OktoA CAmiara. 

•tapMtmi, Mn N. K. 

T rwmai, Mr. N. A. v. 

Twynmn, Mr. M. 4. 

WUMubmi. Mr. N. A. 

WMtfMwi, lilt Mr. 4, A. 


Th® A3re8 beinf^ 28 and thr Noe« 48, the motion was lost. 
4*15 p.m. 


Clause //<?. 

i^RESIDCMTl The quoation m that rlaioie IIG niand part of 

the Bill. 


KHETTER MOHAN RAYS I hejj to move that to clause IIB 
if) the foilou'in^^ he addinl. namely: — 

subjw't Ui a deduc t ion of a reahoimhle perreuta|;re on account of the 
annual repairs." 

The Hofi^bla Mr. BldOY PRASAD SINGH ROYs It ia in the 

exiatiiiK Act. The present lettirij? value ediall form the hnaia. If the 
buildiufi^ i» out of repair, the rental will lUH’ienaarily come down. In a 
mufassal municipality the (rrona annual rental in calculated on the rent 
realii»ed, and not on the perc'entiifr© of the capital co«t of the building. 
So I oppoHP thi« amendment. 

The motion of Bahu Khettei Mohan Kay waa put and |o«t. 

MUNINDRA OER RAI MAHASAI: I he^ to move that thcr 
proviao to claune lib l>e omitted. 

The proviso to this clauee rune thus: “provided that where the value- 
ao aacertained exceeds one lakh of rupees, the percentajfe on the annual 
falue to Im? levied in res pec I of »o much of the value as ih in excess of 
•»« lakh of rupees shall not exceed one-fourth of the percentage 
determined by the commissioners under section 121.“ 

This proviso is a concession to the well-to-do people, to the rich 
merchants, to the big millowners. There is no analogy to this in the 
Calcutta Municipal Art. If a person has a big holding, be should pay 
proportionately higher rate. According to Kosher in his Treatise on 
the Principles of the l.aw of Hating, rating must l>e equal, that is to 
•ay, that the method of assessment must be such as to assess all occupiers 
(owners in respect of the rate of holding) fairly and equally in pro}K>r- 
tioM to the value of the property. This proviso should, therefore, be 

rnigmsd. ‘ 
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ibii amendment, beeause it will be Tery kmrd on ownm 
in the mufuital if we are tQ charge taxes on the capital colt of the 
building. So provision for some concession has been introduced in this 
section, and this is an existing provision. It is nothing new. 1 oppose 
this amendment. 

The motion of Munindra Deb Itai Mahasai was then put and a 
division taken with the following result: — 

AYES. 


BaiMrJi, Mr. S. 

OlMHR, Or. AMulya natsfi. 
Msitl* Mr. a. 


PRSesr, Mr. Anaiiea MMmui. 
Rai MalMMi, MufilnSra OeS. 
Rsiit, aeSii HMMii. 


NOES. 


Afial« NimibiAeA KSvAjA MmIiamiiimiS, 
KSM aaiMieiir. 

Ati, Mr. AlUf. 

ArfiiRtfe«a Nr. W. L. 
aalMli, Mawivi Siistii Rahim. 

■laiiSy. Mr. t. N. 

StM, Mr. a M. 

Oahaa, Mr. D. 4. 

OappiiioRr, Maiar>eaiiaral w. V. 

OMi Ral Bah aear Kamiai Kumar. 

Oat, Ral BahaSur SatyaaSra Kumar. 
Paraaui, tha Han*hla Nawab K. 0. M., 
Khaa BahaSur. 

Pawaat, Mr. L. R. 

Parraatar, Mr. 4. Oamsball. 

Oaasali, Rai BahaSur tutll Kumar. 
Ohiitaavl, tha Haa*hla Alhaaj Sir AhSal- 
harlm. 

Oilahritt, Mr. R. N. 

Ouha, BaSu Prafuila Kuaiar. 

Wa ai ar a aa, Mr. A. 0. R. 

Naioa, Mr. 4. 0. V. 


Hutaaia, Mauivi Latafat. 

Khaa, Mauivi AmiR>ui*ZaRian. 

Khan, Mr. Raxaur Rahmaa. 

Laatan, Mr. O. W. 

Mittar, tha Han'Ma Sir Pravaah ChaaSar. 
Mulliah, Mr. MukunSa Bahary. 

NaMmuSSia, tha Naa'Ma Mr. Khvm|a. 
Patra, Mr. i. p. 

Philpat, Mr. H. c. v. 

Ray enawehury, Mr. K. C. 

Rais, tha Haa'hia Mr. R. N* 

Ray, Mr. iaiiatwar tiagh. 

Ray, tha NaaiRa Mr. Bijay Praaae tiagh. 
taaSatullah, Mauivi MuhammaS. 

Urfcar, Bakv StaaS Bihart 
tan, Mr. B. R. 

San, Mr. Oiriah ChanSra. 

Staplatan, Mr. N. B. 

TawnanS, Mr. H. P. V. 

Twynam, Hr. H. 4. 

WNkinaan, Mr. M. R. 

WaaShaae, tha Naa'hia Hr. 4. A. 


The Ayes being (J and the Noes 41. the motion was lost. 


Khtn tshBilur MUHAMMAD ADDUL MOMIN: With your 
pemiissioti, bir, I again remind you of the request that Mr. Thompson 
made the other day, and which you also supported, that as we are 
wasting the time of this House in this sort of divisions, you should use 
your discretion and ask members who are in favour of it, to stand up, 
m by any other means which you think fit. 

Mr. iNANTI tHEKHADitWAD DAYS May 1 point out that the 

House has been very fair in connection with this legislation P There 
have been very few* divisions so far. 

Mi. DlimOiiiTs I have often said that the Chair wholly dia- 
approves the idea of any membor nailing a diviakia light-hnaiiodly; 
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sa|r9e«t4Ni very aeldoni proves effective. If 11 ttembers 
the member who has called the division by show of hands, 1 
Ittiipl ask the House to divide. That means that we are wasting time 
h different ways; first, by I'lmtiting the hands raised; and then 

sanding members to the division lobies. It must 4 therefore, he left 
to 01 # good sense of the members themselves. 

MIININOIIA OEB RAI MAHASAIs I beg to move that after 
clause 116 (3) the following be added, namely : — 

**(#) The IsK'al (ioverniient may direct that the proviso to sub- 
section shall not have effm^t in any municipality which 
it may name in this behalf.*' 

Tht HoA’bIt Mr. BUOY PRASAD SINCH ROY: I rise to oppose 
this amendment. This change ha.-* b«Hni made b\ the Select Committee, 
and I do not think any dis( nmination is justified. On this ground I 
oppose the aiiieudineut. 

The motion of Munindra lb»b Hui Mnhasai «us put and lost. 

Of. AMULYA RATAN CHOSE. 1 heg to none that after clause 
lie (J) the f<dlo>ving 1 m* added, nuiiiely 

"{4) The Ijo<'u1 (iovernment shall pay to the (*oiiiniissinners of everj' 
municipality at the close of each financial year the amount 
realize<i on account of court-fees afiixed to all applications 
submitted before the commissioners to which umler the law 
a couit-fee is to Im» fixed. Fot the purf>ose of asi'erlnining 
the amount received on account of such court-fees, the ls»cal 
(lovernment may reipiire the municipality to k#»cp such 
a<*counts and submit stnh returns us it may ('oiisider 
niH'essary.” 

TN Hoil*M# Mr. RldOY PRASAD SINCH ROY: May I rise on a 
point of order, Sir^ The House has already refused this in another 
amendment. It has accepted the principle of court-fees. It is com- 
Mitted to it already. S(» I think this is out of place. 

Of. AMULYA RATAN CHOSE: In that case I will not proceetl 
further with the amendment. 

Mr* PRBSIOBNT: The question u that clause 116 stand part of 

«k#BiU. 

The motion was put and agree<I to. 

[A.t 4^ p.m. the Council was adjourned for prayer and it 
t#naa«inbl^ at 4Ab p.m. ] 
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Mr. PRESIDENT: The question is that clause 117 stand part o! 
the Bill. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 

iVeif (Causes 117 A and 11711. 

MUNINORA DEB RAI MAHA8AI: 1 heg to move that after 
clause 117 the following he inserted, namely: — 

“11 7 A. If, during the currency of any period prescribed by sub- 
section {/) of section 12'1, the ownership of any land or building, or 
portion thereof is subdivided into separate shares, the chairman may, 
on the application of any of the co-ownera, after giving the other co- 
dwners an opportunity to he heard, divide the assessment of such land, 
building or portion in the following manner, namely: — 

(i) If the ownership be subdivided into two or more shares without 
separate allotments, or if as the result of such subdivision 
there is a separate allotment of such land, building or 
portion into two or more separate pcirtions, which are not 
entirely independent, the chairman may, if he thinks fit, 
apjwrtion the assessment among the shareholders according 
to the value of their respective shares without assigning any 
separate number; 

(it) if, os the result of such subdivision, there are separate allot- 
ments of such land, building or portion and, if such 
allotments are made entirely independent and capable of 
separate enjoyment but not in wnformity with the provisions 
<»f this Act or of any rules or bye-laws made thereunder 
relating to Imildings, the chairman may, if he thinks fit, 
assess such portions separately after assigning to them 
separate numbers under this chapter : Prt)vided that by 
such separate assessment the total assessment for the entire 
premises shall not be increased; 

{Hi) if such separated portions of such land, building or portioii 
are, or are made, entirely independent and capable of 
separate enjoyment in conformity with the provisions of this 
Act or of any rules or bye-laws made thereunder, relating 
to tmildings, the chairman shall assess each portion sepamte- 
ly by assigning a separate number thereto ; provided that by 
such separate assessment the total assessment for the entire 
premises shall not be increased : Provided also that snoll 
apportionment or separation of the numbers and aaseosment^ 
as ihs oi|se may he, shall remain in force and the rate shall 
he IsTie^ acoordini^y until the expiration of the said periods 
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If uuy land or building, bearing two or mora municipal 
nulil^rs, or portions thereof, be amalgamated into one or more new 
pfolniiaea, the ehairman shall Asmm them, on amalgamation after aaatgn- 
tug to them, one or more numbers, aa tbe case may be, for the purpoae 
of this chapter : 

Provided that no assessment on amalgamation of premises shall be 
mmle by the chairman unless there is a cause for the revaluation of any 
such premiss except on an application being made to him by the 
owner or owners thereof, in which case such assessment, if made, shall 
remain in fon*e for the unexpired period of the valuation of the ward 
in which the said premises are included : 

Provided also that the total assessment on amalgamation shall not 
be greater than the sum of the previous assessments of the several 
premises amalgamated/* 

Sir, the amendment ahich I have just mo%ed has betm taken from 
the ('alcutta Mnnicijuil Act. lM*iiig siN-tioiis and 13*t of the 

aaid Act with slight alterations and iiKnlihcations here and there. 
This amendmeiit has also Iwmi urged hy the working ctiminittce of the 
AU-Beiigal Municipal ('onfcrence and I hoja* (he lloirble Minister will 
not |H>uiu*e niMHi me hy rising on a point of order for taking their 
«uggest**<l amendments, long ns they are, vcrhntim from their printed 
paper w*hich has been distributed to the menilK«rs of this ronncil incdud* 
ing the Hot/ble Minister himself. The mandate of my constituency is 
to work on the lines <»f the amendments suggestinl by the collective 
wisilom of the inunicipalities in Bengal assiunbled on the cacasion- 

Mr. H. P. V. TOWNENO: May I assume that the onl\ argument 
in liai Mahusni's favour is what we find in the printed hm>k h* 


MUNINORA OEB RAI MAHAtAIS Sir. in voicing their sentiments, 
I may have iK^casion sometimes to use the vc^rv language as a vehicle to 
transmit their views in order to give true expression to their thoughts 
and feelings and 1 think the world will not tumble down under the deep 
anas and the Bhnghat will not 1 k} consigned to hell if 1 do mi. From 
kia ministerial pedestral he may flonl their collective wisdom which I 
cannot. 

Sir, I think some provision in the Bill is necessary for the partition 
of holdings or the division of holdings if required by the owner or 
owners or for amalgamating two or more holdings into one. Tbe 
absence of such a provision in the Act of 1884 has been kf^enly felt and 
it ahould be remedied in the present Bill. If this provision finds a 
placo in the Statuto Book, it will no doubt help In tbe better eoUectton 
of taxes. 
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Mr. B. C. OHATTERJEE: 1 am ali^ associated with this amend- 
ment. With your permission, Sir, I would like to modify 4be amend- 
ment which is somewhat in a revised form and I hope it may he 
acceptable to the Hon’ble Minister. 


The Hofi’ble Mr. BldOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: I have been 
already supplie<] with a copy of the amendment of Mr. Chatterjee. I 
am prepared to accept it. 


Mr. B. C. CHATTERilEE: Shall 1 read it, Sir? 
Mr. PRESIDENT: Yes. 


Mr. B. C. OHATTERilEE: Sir, I hejc to move that after clause 117 
the following be inserted, namely : — 


Amok- 
meot in 
MM of 
land or 
bttUdtnff 
subdivided 
into sofm- 
rate 
•bares. 


“117A. If, during the currency of any period prescribed by sub- 
section (/) of section 12d, the ownership of any land or building or 
portion thereof is subdivided into separate shares, the commissioners 
may, on the application of any of the co-owners, after giving the other 
co-owners an opportunity to he heard, divide the uss(*ssnieut of such 
laud, building or portion in tlie following manner, namely: — 


(i) If the ownership be subdivided into two or more shares without 
separate allotments, or if uh the result of such subdivision 
there is a separate allotment sind» laiul, building or portion 
irito two or more separate portions, whiidi are not entirely 
independent, the <*ommissioj»ers may, if they think fit, appor- 
tion the assessment among the shareholders according to 
the value of their respective shares without assigning any 
separate numlmr; 


if, ns the result of such subdivision, there are separate allot- 
ments oi such land, building or }>ortioD and, if such 
allotmeuts are made eutindy independent and capable of 
separate enjoyment but not in conformity with the provisioiia 
of this Act or of any rules or bye-laws made thereunder 
relating to buildings the commissioners may, if they think 
fit, assess such portions separately after assigning to them 
separate numbers: 

Provided that by such separate assessment the total asssetmeni 
for the entire premises shall not be increased ; 
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»uch H4fparat«d poKkma of atich land* buiidmlt or portion 
jire, or are made, entirely iiide|nfii<leti( and rapable of aepamta 
enjoyment in i*tmformity with the provii«ioitf( of thia Aet or 
of any rules or bye-laws made thereunder, relating to build* 
ings, the comTnissioners shall assess each portion separately 
by assigning a sepumte nuniliier thereto: 


Provided that by such separate assessment the total aasesaxuent 
for the entire premises shall not be increascsl : 


Provided also that such appt»rtionment or separation of the numbers 
tnd aasessment, as the case may be, shall remain in ft»n'e and the rato 
iball be levied accordingly until the expiration of the said peritid. 


117B. If any land or building, bearing two or mure muniiipal 
aotnbers, or portions therecd, be amnlgamated into one or more new 
[>remises, the ciimmissioners shall ass(*ss them on amalgamation after 
issigning to them one i»r more numWrs, as the case may be: tietag 

Provided that no aMs<*ssmeiit on ainaigamation of premises shall be i«d. 
made by the c(»iiirnissioner.s unless there is a c’auj»e fi>r the rtnahiution of 
»ny such premiM'** except on an applouition being made to them by the 
owner or own<*r*» tliere(»f, in \%hit'h caso siu'h nsses*»tiient, if made, shall 
remain in forr** for the unexpired period of valuation; 


l*rovide<l also that (he (<»tal «ssf“isim»!if on nmalganiation shall not l»o 
greater than (he huiu «»f the previou** u^se-siiientM of the several premises 
iimalgamated. " 


Babu SATYENDRA NATH ROY: thi (I point of information. 
Is it an inspiretl ninendnient h\ the llon’hle MinisUu? 


Mr. B. C. CHATTERilEE: 1 cunriot sa\ that on oath. It is 
aeither inspiration nor inforiimtion, I have niotlified my amendment 
and the Hon'lde Minister has alreadv a<‘eept«'d if. 


Mr. H. P. V. TOWNENO: May 1 point out that in the revised 
linendment the word **commi.ssi<mers’* appears in plat e of *Moiirrnan"* 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Have you taken note of the alterations?' Are 
tboie alterations act^eptable to you?^ 

Mr. B. 0. OHATTERdEES The Ilon'ble Minister has aocepUtl my 
lltaratioiis'; I am not accepting his. 



m GOVERNMEIfT [26th 

Mr# PRiilDENT: Tern may amicably settle that between ymir- 
selves. ( Lau^fhter. ) 

The motion of Mr. B. C. Chatterjee was then put and agreed to. 

The motion of Munindra Deb Rai Mahasai failed. 


CUiutet 118 to 120. 

Mft PRESIDENT: The question is that clauses 118, 119 and 120 
stand part of the Hill. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 


Clause 121, 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The (piestion is that clause 121 stand part of 
the Bill. 

Babu KHETTER MOHAN RAY: I beg to move that in clause 121 
for the word “meeting” wherever it occurs the words “special meeting 
at which at least two-thirds of the whole number of commissioners are 
present” be substituted. 

Sir, the reason for this amendment is very clear. 

Determination of the percentage on the valution of lioldings at 
wdii(*h any rate on tli-e annual valuation of holdings should be levied 
is a very important matter. The commissioners must c arefully examine 
at what percentage of rate, the holdings ami the owners thereof in 
general- are ('apable of bearing s<i that, the percentage determined by 
them may not entail hardship on the tax-payers. Two-thirds of the 
commissioners should <'ome to an agreement on the subject and this 
should be <lone at a meeting specially convened for the purpose. It 
may be argued tlmt the two-thiids of the commi.ssioners may not be 
present at a purtit ular meeting. If any meeting fails on that score, 
it may be done at any adjourned iirnMing where (juorum is not nfH^es- 
swy. These art* mere safeguards against excessive taxes which should 
be adopitul by the House, With these words, I commend my am^nd* 
ment for acceptance of the House. 

Mr. AN AND A MOHAN PODDAR: Sir. I rise to support this 
amendment. The meeting in which the perc^entage of rate on holdings 
would l>e dekniiinetl should W as well represented as possible. Tki# 
is an important matter. On it depends the resources of the mitiiictpal 
fund as well as the i'onvenience of the ratepayers. So this matter shoiiM 
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mi ^ detemined si h mteting in wkicli nt leMt two*ikiffd« of tlm 
eoBttiiiiwionerg are not present or which is attended hy such a number 
of oommiiiaioners as would form a bare quorum. The meetinir aitaiti 
shomld be a special one. The attention of all the commimtionera should 
be dmwn to the vital importau<^» of the subject, so that the comtnis^ 
aionera may make it conviMiieut (o be present. Sir. this amendment 
ta a very simple one and I riHjuest the Hoii*ble Minister to accept it, 

Tlw Hoifbla Mr. BldOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: I rise to opp«>se 
the amendment. Mr. Ray's iimeudmeiit is an impossible one. His 
proposal is that two^thirds of the whole iiuiiibcr of rommissioners must 
be present at a meeting at whit b rates have >fot to he tietermined. 
Two-thirds of the whole tiumher of conitnissioners will never turn up 
and the rates will never he tixe<i. Mor^*over, this prtivisloti is Imsed 
on the existing sec tion 1(12 and there is no surh provision for tw’o* 
thirds of (he whole number of comiiUNsioners. neither is it in the 
Calcutta Municipal Act. It has worked very well during the last r>() 
years in the mufatsal niuntcipulities and it has Wen working very U’ell 
in the Calcutta Cor|M>ration during the last few* years. So 1 do not 
think that there is any justification for this amendment. 

The motion of Hahu K better Mohan Ray was then put and lost. 

Mr. K. C. RAY CHOWOHURY: May I draw ycmr attention, Sir. 
to rule which authorises the President to take votes hy show of hands F 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The tlue.Htiou is that clause 121 stand part of 
the Bill. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 
b p.m. 

Clause 122. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The ■lucittiuti i., that claui., 122 porl iil 

the Bill. 

Rai iahMlifr SATYENDRA KUMAR DAS: Sir. I beg to move that 
in clause 122 (c) the words ’‘and cncupier** he oitiiiied. 

My reason fdr moving this atneudiuent is that metipiers var^* every 
now and then. 

TRt NwPMt Mr. ildOY PRASAD SINGH ROYl Sir, the cKcupier * 
name may be necessary* for the realisation of rates and taxes when 
Mie owner is a non*reeident one. Ho I oppose this amendment. 

Tbe motion of Rai Bahadur Satyendra Kumar 0as was put and lost. 
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Mr. PRitlOCNT: The question is that clause 122 stand part of the 

Bin. 

The motion was put and a^^reed to. 


Clause 123. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The question is that clause 125 stand part of 
the Bill. 

Mr. NARENORA KUMAR BA8U: I be^c to move that in clause 
123 (/), in line 2, the words “unless otherwise ordered by the Local 
Government’* be omitted. 

Sir, this clause says: *‘A new valuation and assessment list shall, 
unless otherwise ordered by the Loral Government, be prepared in the 
same Aianner as the original lists, once in every five years’*. My pro- 
posal is to make the preparation of the list compulsory in every five 
years, so that the list may be fairly up-to-date. The date of prepara- 
tion ought not to be left uncertain. 

Khan Bahadur Maulvl AZIZUL HAQUE: Sir, I am afraid my 
friend has not understood the implications of the clause. Take, for 
instance, u year when there is a severe economic distress. That would 
not be a pniper time to have the assessm;'nt list prepared. In such 
cases the Local Government should have discretion whether to postpone 
it or not. 

The Hon’hle Mr. BldOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Sir, I rise to 
oppose the omendment. The Khan Bahadur has fully explained the 
implications of this amendment. 


The motion of Mr. Narendra Kumar Basu was then, by leave of the 
Council, withdrawn. 

Mr. PRESIDENT* The question is that clause 123 stand part of 
the Bill. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 


Chute 124, 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The que.stion is that clause 124 stand part of tha 
Bill. 

Dr. NARitH OHANORA SIN CURTAi I b«s to imv. tiiat ia 
danw 124 (/), in use 1, the word* "at a meeting” be mnittod. 
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iiRke mAsoii for Baking the oQitft«ioa of these wordti it that iher* are^ 
Mlfftftl duties enumerated in this claute wkieh are more or leas of m 
miaSeterial character. For instance^ when a holding it irantferred from 
on# perton to another, a change has got to be made by changing the 
name. It it suggetted that the commissioners must meet solemnly at 
a meeting and authorise that change? If these words **at a meeting** 
be left out, then it will mean that the lommissioners may do it at a 
meeting or otherwise, that is, by delegating powers to the cbainnan or 
Tice-chairman, and anything done by them under this power will b? an 
act done by the commissioners; but if the Act requires that this should 
be done by the «*ommissioners at a meeting, it means that a meeting 
must be called even for the purpose of doing things of such insigniticant 
character. So I submit that it will he quite safe to leave out iho ivords 
at a meeting** in (he cose of purely departmental municipal acts. 

Th# Mr. BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROYS I rise to opi>ose 

this amendment. The Select romiuittee has inserted these words '‘at a 
meeting” and I think ver>' rightly. I would refer the House to the 
sub>clauses. The commissioners at a meeting may at any time direct 
alteration or amendment of thi' usseaHineiit list, amongst other things, 
by altering the valuation of. or assessineiit on, any holding which, in 
their opinion, has been incorrectly valued or assessed. Sir, 
these are very important matters and th**se shtMihl not be left to indivi- 
dual commissioners or < Kairman or vice-chuirinun. Hevaluntion or the 
reassessment of a holding must he done by the coniniissioners at a 
meeting. So I oppose the amendment. 

1 he motion of Dr. Xuiesh ('hiimlni Sen (hqitu was put and lost. 

Or. NAREBH CHANDRA BEN GUPTA: I heg to move that in 
(dause 124 </) (r), in line 3, after the wonl *'iism*sHe<r’ th«' words “by 
reason of fniml, misrejiresentiition or inistnk"” be inserted. 

Sir, this clause, as it has been drawn up after its amendineiit by 
the Sele€*t ('ommittee, seeks ti:» give to (he ('ommissioners pow"*rs %^hich 
perhaps are not fully visualised. You can alter the valuation or assess- 
ment of any holding, if, in the opinion of the cotiiinissioners, it liaa 
been inctirrec'tly valued or assessed. After (he valuation roll is pre- 
pared and after the Ap{K*al Committee has given its decision, the r<im- 
mlMioners at a meeting are given the power not inertdy to alter the 
aaaeaament but also to alter the valuation <»f aiij^ holding without any 
qualification whatsoever. That is going against the principle of the 
Bill and against the provisions of claum* 135. The original clause was 
that the alteration^ enhancement or anything else eoitld lie made only 
when the valuation or assessment had been incorrectly made by reason 
#f fraud, miarepresentation or mistake. That I can undersiatid, but 
to give the commieeioners a blank cheque would be to nullify clause 
1B5 wkicli makea the Appeal Comntiitee*s decision final. 
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Mr. NARfliOIIA KUMAfl BAtU: Sir, I oppose the amendment. 
My friend will be able to visualize why the Select Committee made this 
4 ;haQge if he will take into consideration the fact that it may be that 
before the next valuation ig made, the house may be damaged or destroy- 
4 ?d by earthquake, fire or by any other things beyond the control of 
anybody. In that case the commissioners ought to have power to alter 
the valuation even before the next valuation. 

Tht Hon’Iila Mr. BldOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Sir, I rise to 
oppose this amendment. Government would prefer to stick to the 
ohange made by the Select Committee. I have no other observation 
to make. 

The motion of Dr. Naresh Chandra Sen Gupta was then put and lost. 

Mr. AN AN DA MOHAN PODDAR: 1 formally beg to move that to 
clause 124 (1) (/*), in line 4, after the word “diminished” the folloiving 
be inserted namely : — 

“owing to the reduction of rents due to the economic 
conditions, or” 

Tha HofPbla Mr. BldOY PRASAD SINGH ROY; Sir, 1 rise to 
.oppose the amendment. 1 would refer the hon’hle member to the words 
in Hub-<‘lauHe (f) of clause 124: “has been diminished from any cause 
beyond the control of the owner.” I think that covers the purpose 
which the mover has in view. 

The motion of Mr. Auunda Mohan Potidar was then, by leave of the 
Council, withdrawn. 


('Iauu\i 72J anJ I'JO, 

Mr. PRBSIDENT: The question is that clauses 12’> and 120 stand 
-part of the Bill. 

The motion was put ami ugretnl to. 

Clmi»r 127. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The question is that clause 127 stand part of 
the Bill. 

Dr. AMULYA RATAN CHOSE: Sir, I beg to move that in clausa 
127, in line 5, after the words “such holding” the following be inser*«d| 
iiamely : — 

“for any past or subsequent period.” 
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, 1 nmd not say many words in support of my amsadmoiit. I 
want to make tlie clause quite clear as to wWtker tke amount 
pa|ilils on account of a boldingr is in respect of any past or subset 
qmini period. 


p.m. 

Tim Hon’Ma Mr. BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: A past or sub- 
sequent pcrio<l will naturally 1 h* indeiiiiiie, and it would be unreason- 
able not to mention a time-limit. I» tlien*forc, oppose the motion. 
The motion of I)r. Amulya Ratnn Uhose was put and lost. 


Rai Bahaclur SATYENDRA KUMAR DAS: 1 to move that 
in the proviso to clause 127, in la.Ht line, for the words ‘*um* year’* the 
words “three years’* be substituted, 

I would like to submit in this connection that the potir ratepayers 
experience very jrn»Ht difficulties tii seeurin^r rf^tuumendation frtmi 
the ward commissioners, and when once they f(et it, 1 think it should 
last for three years. I think, Sir, that the peeuniarv eircumstaiu'es of 
a poor man very rarely vary in one year. With these few words, I 
inme my amendiuent. 


Tilt Hail’Ma Mr. BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: 1 rise to opjawie 
this amendment. Discretion should be left to the commissioners and it 
should not be fixed for three years from the be^innin^. If the commis- 
sioners want, they may extend th • period by one year. 

The motion of Hui Bahadur Satyendra Kumar Dus was pul and lost. 

Or. AMULYA RATAN GHOSE: I be^ to move that in the provist) 
to clause 127, Iasi fine, for the wonU *'<ine year'* the w#iriU “two \ears’‘ 
be aubstituted. This is only a change of linr*. In the Bill it is one 
year, but I want to make it two years and I do not think fbivenunent 
will have any objection to a< cep! it. 

Tht Hufi’SH Mr. BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: On the same 
grounds I oppose it, Sir. 

The motion of Dr. Amulya Butan Ohom» was put and lost. 

MUNINORA DEB RAJ MAHASAI: I beg to move that to tbw 
provioo to clause 127 the words “from the dote on which the order ta 
pfMmed'* be added. 

Th© piovioo runs thus: Provided that such re<luetic>n or remiaaion 
•boll not, unless renewed by the commisstonrrs, at a meeting, hav© 
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effect for more than one year. This is analogous to section 106 of the 
Calcutta Municipal Act. This section ought to apply only to taxes 
that have fallen due and not to future taxes. It would cause great hard- 
ship if it is applied both to past as well as future taxes. 

Mr. H. P. V. TOWNEND: The position is this : assessment is made 
for the financial year and if this amendment is carried, it would disturb 
the period for which taxes have to be paid ; and it would be extr^ely 
difiicult to know what the result of the assessment would be. It would 
also introduce confusion into the accounts of the municipalities. So 
there is no other alternative before Government than to oppose this 
motion. 

The motion of Munindra Deb Ilai Mahasai was put and lost. 

Mfa PRESIDENT: The question is that clause 127 stand part of 
the Bill. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 


Clause 128. 

Mr. PRESIDENT. The quevstion is that clans? 128 stand part of 
the Bill. 


Dr. AMULYA RATAN CHOSE: 1 heg to move that in clause 
128 (/), in line 1, after the w«)rd "holding” tbe words “or part of a 
holding” he inserted. 

Sir, I make an attempt for tlu* tliird time to hee if I can get my 
situation improved after coming over to tluH side of the House. In 
this matter I want to make it dear that when any holding has been un- 
occupied and unprmluctive of rent for 00 or more consecutive days, the 
commissioners shall remit and if the rate or rates have been paid, shall 
refund thrt^ quarters of the amount due on account of such period. 
Ill this matter it is oftentimes the case that a holding may not be entirely 
vacant hut vacant for most of the period, and in that case if the owner 
of the holding asks for remission for some part of the holding, that re- 
mission ought to be granted; otherwise, the owner of the house will 
be always at a loss for the vacant pi'riod thus caused. With theea 
reasons, I move for the act‘eptaiice of this motion. 

Mr. NARENDRA KUMAR SAtU: I*beg to oppose the amend- 
nient. Sir, Dr. Ohose has not been able to tell tbe House whm in the 
present Act there is any provision for asuesameni of part of a holding, as4 
as long as there is no such provision, I submit, with all respect, that 
the House will make itself ridiculous by sccepting such an amendment* 
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moiloii fomially. 

TKt» niotioii of Dr. Amulya Katan Ohose wa^» put and lost. 
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Dr. AMULYA RATAN CHOSiS 1 to move formally that in 
9lnniie 128 for th*' word *‘8ixty** wherever it oeeurs the word ‘^thirty** 
be anbstituted. 

Tht Hon’Mt Mr. BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: I oppoae the 
amendiiient. I do not think it should be lea* than daya; otherwise, 
it would make the clauae unworkable. 

The motion of Dr. Auiul\u Uatan (Ihoae wan put and lost. 

Rit B«lu|clur SATYENDRA KUMAR DASt I bofr to move that in 
proviHO (i), in elauHo 128, in line.M 4 to 0, for the words “on whii'h surh 
notice is deliverctl at the of the rom miss ion !*rs“ the words “of pay- 
ment*’ be substituted. My leusons for moving' this motion are these: It 
is found that in some cases the ratepayers having paid tlieir taxes at 
the full rate apply for refund after six months from the ilate of didivery 
of notice, whieh. under the Act, eannot he refunded. 

Babtf BENOO BIHARI SARKAR: 1 think. Sir, the ohjtv t of the 
mover will be s«‘rv<‘d if the weirds “remission <m“ he inserted after the 
word “for” in the third line of proviso 1. 


Rni BalMMlur SATYENDRA KUMAR DASs i am prepared to accept 
it. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: It u'uuld be better if Ibis motion was moved aa 
n aubsiantive amendment by you, Mr. Sarkar. 

Baton BENOD BIHARI SARKAR: All right, Sir. I lieg to move 
that in line of proviso (i) of clause 128 . the words “remiesioii or” be 
inaerted after the word “for”. 

The motion waa put and agree<l to. 

The motion of Rai Bahadur Satyendra Kumar Das failed. 

Dr. AMUtYA RATAN CHOSE: 1 beg to move that in ebiuae 
128 (2), in line 4, for the word “may” the word “ihall” lie subitituted. 
t do not prant to make any speech on this, but would atmply commend 
it to the aoct^^tance of the Houae. 
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Ttii Hofi’ble Mr. BMOY PRAMD SINCM ROY: In a cane of entire 
bolding, Home dincTetion should be left to the commissioners. So I 
oppose the amendment. 

Tlie motion of Dr. Amulya Ratan Ghose was put and lost. 

Dr. AMULYA RATAN GHOSE: I beg to move that in clause 
128 (2), in line 6, the words “not exceeding three-fourths” be omitted. 

This is an unnecessary clause and should be omitted. 

Tha Hofi’ble Mr. BUOY PRAtAD SINGH ROY: I rise to oppose 
the amendment. A limit is very nece 8 sar 5 \ 

The motion of Dr. Amulya Ratan Ghose was put and lost. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The question is that clause 128, as amended by 
the Council, stand part of the Bill. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 


Clause 129. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The question is that clause 129 stand part of 
the Bill. 

Dr. AMULYA RATAN GHOSE: I beg to move that in clause 129^ 
in line 4, for the words “ten days” the words “thirty days” be substi- 
tuted. I think, Sir, sufficient time ouglit to be granted for this matter. 
This is not 8U(‘h a serious thing that one ought to come within 10 days 
and if 30 days be substituted, I do not think there would be a very' great 
disaster in the municipality. Therefore. I commend this motion to the 
acceptance <»f the House. 

Mr. GIRISH OHANDRA SEN: Thirty days would be too long a 
period; so Government would oppose this motion. 

The motion of Dr. Amulya Ratan Ghose was put and lost. 

Mr. PRESIDENT : The question is that clause 129 stand pari of 
the Bill. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 


Clauie 130, 

Mr. PRBSiQiNT: The question is that clause 130 stand part of tbo 
The motion was put and agreed to. 
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Clansts 131 <iW 132, 

' UMiif Maulvi AZIZUL HAgUE: Before you tnJte Ufr 

elttttae 13K Sir, I would make a .sukiiiiHjiioii to \'ou. Clauaea 131 mid 
130 «re very iinportatit from thi* ttntniei|»al point of view and we would 
like to sugjreiit that di»eus»Mi<«j on thene t'lauj**'« he postponed till 
Monday. I have a)>tke<] other iiienihorfi of thi« llou^e aa well aa thir 
Mon^ble Minister, who alno is ujj^reeahle to this post|H)nement, 1 a'ouU! 
now pray to you. Sir, to postpone this matt*»r till two days nfterw’ards; 
two daya will he auffirient for our purpose. 

Tlia Hon^Mt Mr. BldOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: I do not object 
to thiR sufr^estion, if this will facilitate matters. 1 undemtand that 
theae two clauses will he taken up on Monday nest, 

5-30 p.m. 

Mr* PRESIDENT: As the Ifon hle Minister has no objection and 9 
compromise is possible, the consideration of these idauses may be put oS. 

THa Mr. EldOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Kir. 1 may just 

submit that there is no proposal of a conipromis<\ but I only pfave my 
consent to my frieiols* sufTRestiun to posl|Miue the motter. I do not 
know what they want. 


Mr. PRESIDENT: T think that the JloiiMde Minister should not 
have driven way unless he ihoujyht very seriously that there should be a 
compromise. 


Tht HOfi'INa Mr. BldOY PRASAD SINGH ROYt Sir, 1 have no 

information on that fwiint as yet. If they want some time to consider 
this matter. 1 do not want to stand in the way. 


Mr* PRESIDENT: That dcH»s not help much; anyhow as ihtr 
Rou'fola Minister does not object to the matter bein^ postpoofnl, it may 
be postponed till Monday. 


ClauMf 133. 

Mf« PRESIDENT t The queation is that clauae 133 eland part of 
ibe BOl. 

The nuNtoa was put and agreed to. 
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Clauie 134. 

Mr. FREtlOENT: The quegtioo in that clause 1S4 stand part of 
jthe Bill. 

The Hofi’hle Mr. BldOY PRASAD SINCH ROY: Sir, I beg to 
move that in clause 134 (2), in line 5, for the word ‘Afresh’' the word 
-**firHt’’ be substituted. 

Sir, it is only a printing mistake. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 


Babu SATYENDRA NATH ROY: Sir, 1 beg to move that clause 
J34 (3) be omitted. 

Sir, this ameudinent is necessary because when the work of the 
AsseMHiueui Appeal Committee goes on, tlie services of the assessor are 
not required and generally are terminated. Under these circumstances, 
the assessor is not present when the Appeal C'ommittee is sitting. I 
think, tlierefore, the lloirble Minister will see his way to accept this 
amendment. The assessors are appointed only for six or nine months 
and as soon as their work is finished, their services are dispensed with 
ami they are not piesent when some of the assessment appeals still 
remab undisposed. So, if they are not in office when the appeals are 
heard, it will be difficult to servo notices on them. 

Tha Hon’bia Mr. BldOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Sir, I do not 
think that Mr. Uoy is correct in presuming that the assessor will not 
be in office. The assessor mu.st be there to advise the commissioners 
before the appeal is disposed of. 

The motion of Balm Sutyeiulia Noth Hoy was then put and lost. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The <|uestion is that clause 134, as amended by 
the Council, stand part of the Bill. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 

Chtu$e 13*5. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The que.stion is that clause 135 stand 
the Bill. 

Tbi Hon’Mf Mr. BUOY PRASAD SINCH ROY: Sir, I beg to 
^ove that for clause 135 (/) the following be substituted, namely:— 

“(/) Every application presented under section lt34 shall be beard 
and determined by a committee consisting of the chairmaii, a commie* 
aioner appointed by the commissioners at a meeting and a petioS 
.appointed by the L^l Oovemment.'* 
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in moTing this amejiciment I may say tliat it is an i&aoTatioa 
wli^^ Las been suggested, vir., the appointment of a Government 
niMRmee on the Appeal Committee. Though he will be in a minority, 
llie i^resence will have a very great moral effect on the two gentlemen 
sitiilig on the committee. As is well known to the members of this 
House, this is the weakest p<unt existing in the Municipal Act and the 


presence of an outsider, an impartial person who is not dependent on 
the vote of the ratepayers, is very necessary and it is a salutaty prttvision 
which has l>een suggested by (f«>vernment in the Hill. 


Mr. NARENDRA KUMAR BAtUt Sir. ! rise to oppose this 
amendment and T think the Hon’ble Minister in giving his reasons 
ought to have t<dd the House that the Government is going back 
OB the considered recommendation 4»f the Select (’ommittee. I submit 
that the Ilon’ble Minister has showm scant cnurte-^y to the memlwrs of 
the Selec t ('ommittee. When alterations of this nature are delil^erutely 
proposed by Government, the l!<»n*ble Minister has not a word even to 
say about the reasons for the proposal. 1 think that (his is one r>f the 
clauses who h were ( hanged by the Seleet Committia* in i»rdt*r t*> lessen 
the interference of the Jx)cal Government in the internal affairs of the 
niunit'ipalities and I think the llon'ble Minister has ad^ant^ed no reason 
vi'h> in every muiiicipulit\ in Heiigal- —w hether big or small— there 
should be a representative of tlie laical Government to sit on the Apps»al 
Committee, I (b* not think the reawms gis'en by the Horride Minister 
are in any way sound unri I do not supjMirt the pio|M»Ha| for the decision 
of the Sel<»ct (’ommittee being changed. 


Babu SATYENDRA HATH ROYs Sir, 1 strongly oppose this 
amendment. The Hon ’hie Minister in introducing the re|jort of the 
Select Committee gave ua to understand that the Bill is ti great step 
forward, but I should say this provision is a step backw’ard liecause, it is 
an accepted fact that at present the coin mission ers enjoy the right of 
oot only hearing hui determining assessment appeals. It appears that 
OoMMggiient is very* suspicious of the commissioners and the Hon 'hie 
means to say that the future Goveniment will also lie 
auspicious of the commissioners. So it must have one man apf>otnted 
by the Ijocal Government to locik after these assessment appeals in order 
to see that the appeals are decide<l according to the wishes of the Ijocal 
Government. We also know that regarding the appointment of assessors 
they want to have this power. This action on the part of the Hon ’hie 
Minister reminds me of a Bengali adage tomor, rh/thi kahti 

tfffiwr/* that is, everything is yours, but I must have the key which 
means Government want control over everything. 
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Mr. H. Pt V, TOWNiNOs Sir, I am very wnry thirt the Hon'ble 
ICiniater wa« not able to reply on the subject of his attitude towards 
the Belect Committee. The Minister is criticised because he did not 
explain at greater length his reasons for going back on the deciai^ 
arrived at by the Select Committee. One reason, I may say, for his not 
giving a fuller explanation is that the Minister is not in the best of 
health and it is very trying for him to sit through a long debate when 
people raise all sorts of objections and when he feels that opposition is 
made to the measures proposed, and that divisions are called, rather for 
the sake of mere opposition 

*- 1 ; W 

•if. NARENORA KUMAR BASUs On a point of order, Sir. I 
objec't to Mr. Townend or any member of Government saying that there 
is opposition for its own sake and I do object to any such remark being 
made by anybody, be he a member of the tndian Civil Service-— 

-I** 

Mr. H. P. V. TOWNEND S Sir, it has been pointed out this 
afternoon and I think, Sir, you accepted the fact that divisions have been 
called for flimsy reasons 

Mr. PRESIDENTS I do not think, Mr. Townend, you should 
labour that point when it hurts Mr. Basil’s feelings. 


Mr. H. P. V. TOWNEND. Sir, I sincerely apologise if I have 
offended any one. 

Mr. NARENDRA KUMAR BAtU: Very well, Sir, you may taka 

it from me that we shall oppose every motion that is being put by 
Government 

Mr. PRESIDENT: That is not the attitude you should take up, 
Mr. Basu. 

Mr. NARENDRA KUMAR BASU: That is not meant for the 

President. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Beeides, Mr. Townend has expressed regret. 

Mr. NARENDRA KUMAR BASU: Sir, he r^ted it. 

Mr. PMtIDBNT: I do not think Mr. Townend repeated it with 
the intention to give offence to you. 
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|ll!i H. B. V.'TOWNtNDt I vnh«id to point out Uiat the iwumm 
iflk||i|iy Minister wn« so xtry tired and why he was so brief in explain* 
Inf^Ua motion. If my remark hurt the feeliuirs of any one in the 

» I certainly withdraw it and I hope Mr. Ba»u will accept thii. 

< 

mwk f»lli9IOENT: 1 think he oufrht to. It is not unusual or 
unparliamentary on the part of Government or of the opposition to 
minimii»e in the course of the debate, the importance of the attitude 
that a particular side takes, or condemn, or belittle the tactics it adopts. 

;«Shat ottirht to be taken in good spirit unless the actual words employed 

such a purpose are unparliamentary, or do not buckle themselvea 
with reality. I think Mr. Toa^nend did not mean anything by his 
remarks. That is now past. 

Mr* H* P* V« TOWN END* I thank you, Sir. The Minister had 
explained in his minute of dissent, which had la^en printed and 
circulated for the information of the IIoum*, the reasons why he did not 
accept the proposal of the Select Tommittee: and perhaps this was why 
be referreti to them so briefly when he was s{H*aking on this motion. 
The position is quite dear. The whole point is that the greatest 
difficulty of all in mufii$»al municipalities is the question of assessment. 

An elec'ted commissioner always feels that liehind him there are 
ratepayers who may not agree with what he is doing, even though he is 
very sure that he is doing his very liest. Some years ago when I was 
in Barisal. the then choirniun of the municipality came to roe and 
completely broke down because, he said, it was alisolutely iiiijmssihle 
for him to do what he thought right in the face of the opposition of his 
supporters among the commissioners, who did not like to have their 
friends corre<*tIy assessed. It was in view of this sort of thing that this 
change has l>een proposed. There is no ‘Vtep Imck,” T think, as 
Mr. Roy says. He remarked that the roromissioners have eujoysid 
certain powers. It may Iw true that they have * ‘enjoyed” the present 
position because it prolnibly gives them a certain amount of power and 
makes them feel important in making assessments, and the like. The 
real question is whether they have taken the matter seriously enough 
and whether they have t'onsidered it from the viewpoint of the interests 
of the people. There is reason to think that they have not and that 
they have not been ns strict— T would not like to say as impartial — in 
the matter of these assessment* as Government would like to see them. 
Mr. Roy has protested against treating commissioners with suspicion. 
It is not a matter of suspecting individual commissioners, hut Govern* 
meni has good ground for suspecting the efficiency with which these 
duties are performed. I hope the matter is now quite clear, and that 
the attitude taken up by the Minister is apparent to the House. 
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Th# Hmi'M Mr. BUOY BflAtAD SINGH ROYS May I make a 

personal explanation? Mr, Basu has accused me of not putting 
forward any reason why I want to reverse the decision of the Select 
Committee, but I fully explained the reasons in my Note of Dissent. 
I have been misrepresented. It has been said that I did not give any 
explanation. This is not a fact. I put forward clearly in my Note of 
Dissent why Government wanted to re-insert the original provision. 


Khan Bahadur Mauivi AZIZUL HAQUE: If I intervene in this 
debate, it is because 1 had the misfortune once to act not as an assessor 
myself, but in an assessment appeal in a certain municipality. Well, 1 
am not prepared to accept fully the contention of Mr. Townend that 
there is complete lack of efficiency in viufasml municipalities. I am 
prepared to admit so far that on occasions it was quite possible that a 
municipality and the municipal commissioners are not always up to the 
mark. After all, what are these mufasml municipalities, and are not 
the people living in it very important factors? I think municipal 
commisMoners in discussing this question ought to look at it also from 
the point of view of the ability of the ratepayers to meet the claims of 
the Assessment Department. I know that in the district of Nadia there 
is a munii'ipality where the people had made great fortunes and raised 
palatial building.s which are now tenanted by people who are compara- 
tively fKK)r, and if you want to prepare the a.ssessment on the basis of 
valuation, it might be very diffi(‘ult for anylnxly to live in those palatial 
buildings. At one time, Sir, I was really in favour of an amendment 
of this nature which the Hon'hle Minister ha.s suggested, but I am not 
now in favour of an iimeudment which sugge.sts outside interference. 
Sir, the mutter wa.s disemssed threadbare in the Select Committee 
and the responsibility wa.s left to a very large extent on the 
munici(ml foiuinissioners. If this responsibility is to be placed more 
and more ufM»n the people themselves, I do not see why it will be 
necessary for (iovfrnment tc» interfere with a view to thrusting upon 
municipalities a certain . number of outsiders. Mr. Townend says 
municipal ('ommissioners are not very vigorous. Is that any reason why 
an o\itsider who is not acquainted with the circumstances of the people 
should be appointed with a view to see that the assessment is increased 
from lis. 2(l.()tK) to Its, lO.tKK). There are dangers on both sides, and, 
therefore, I think that an unqualified statement is very dangerous in 
these circumstances, I feel that though I may he prepared to accept 
the amendment just now, a time will come when we must give a certain 
amount of responsibility and power to the municipalities. I belong to a 
municipality whose fiuanciNi are not very solvent, and when I was on 
the Assessment Committee, I examined the matter as to the ability of 
the ratepayers to pay the taxes, and I may say, on occasions I contidmd 
that che Assessment Committee was not right. After all, Sir, theoe 
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mnuoisuoiiers have to tnaintain their municipalitiee. They 
liAV# to maiiitain their lights. They hare to maintain their roadsp their 
canietfmncy and water-supply, and (he commissioners know that they 
thall have to meet their requirements. It is, therefore, up to them to 
put a limit to their activities and it is not for an outside agency to say 
what that limit should be. I think. Sir, it would W lietter if the 
section is left as it is, ahd thereby leave it to the municipalities to 
develop in their own way their <»wn hwiiil *>elf*governing institutions. 

•ir. B. Ca CHATTERdEE: I am so sorry. Sir. that there should Ire 
a misunderstanding, but I would app<*al to the Hoifhle Minister to 
realise that this clause prexeuts the working of the principle of self- 
government. Take, for uistam c, the (Jovernmeiit that we are going to 
have, the (iovernment under the Ministers, in-^tend of under the 
Civilians. There is little doubt that as an administrator the average 
memlH*r of the ( ivil Serxjee ih more eftirient than the average Minister 
at the present moment, but «*ven so. we want fioverninent by Ministers 
at the cost cd some efticuency 

Mr# PREBIOENT: I do nr>i think you should make a ('omparisnn 
like that. 


Ilf* Bt C* CH ATTERdEE S I am saying that tin* average member 
of the Indian Civil Service has had a far better training us an 
administrator 

Mil** PRESIDENT! I mu**t usk you, Mr. (’hniterjee, not to refer 
to that matter at all 

Mr« B« 0. CHATTERdEE: I am trying to explain the principle of 
self-government . Sir. We do not want the bug-lwar of efficiency to 
ox’crride the princ iple of Kelf-goxerniiieni bodies 

Mr. PRESIDENT: You can say what principles should be laid 
down in order to make self-governing institutions really s4df-go\erning ; 
but, 1 do not see any reason why you should compare the memlYerit of 
the Civil Service with the Ministers and things like that. 


Mr, B. 0. CHATTERdEE; I am not referring to particular 
Ministers like Mr. Singh Roy or Mr. Xaximudditi. What I am Maying 
ii this theft when we want the f*overninent to be in the hands of the 
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repretentativ 0 « of the people rather than in the hands of tha pembers 
of the Indian Civil Service, although from the point of view oflUciency, 

1 have no doubt that all over the world, take England, for i|Pailce 

. , 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I have already ruled tliat you must not make 
these comparisons. 

Mr. B. C. CHATTERdEES My whole point is this that those who 
have faith in self-government must have the patience to stand by and 
bear with some amount of inefficiency 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I am afraid I cannot permit you to go on in 
that fashion. 

Mr. B. C. OHATTERJEE : You liave not heard what I have to say, 
Sir. I am saying that those who have faith in these self-governing 
institutions must have patience enough to stand hy and see some amount 
of inefficiency in the beginning, in order that by gradual experience 
the representatives of the people may in time develop efficiency. 
Initially there is hound to he a certain amount of inefficiency on the 
port of the representatives of the people who are entrusted with the 
work of a government or of a municipality. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: That is decidedly l>etter — comparison is odious. 

Mr. B. C. GHATTERdEE: Now, Sir, wliat does this amendment 
mean? It means that the members of a municipality are not to have 
the full right to assess the rates and tuxes \vhi<‘li they are going to call 
ujKm their electors to pay, although they have been entrusted by their 
electors with the power of assessing t)je rates and taxes on behalf of the 
municipality 

TN Hofl’bl* Mr. BldOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: On a point of 
order, Sir, Why should not this amendment also stand over, because 
clause ISo (/) has Ihh»u postptmed, and the two things must go 
together Y 

Mr. PRESIDENT: When at your request 1 postponed the other 
two items, I wanted to know what the effect would be on subsequent 
disou.ssion with regard to other clauses; I was given to understand that 
no further difficulty would arise. 

KInui UMkn Mauiri AZIZUL HAQUE: I must say, Sir, that 
ibis is an itepi, so far as this clause is concerned, should be pCMitpongBy 
as the two items should be taken together. There are two parts of it, 
oaa relates to the Commissioners ind the other to Oovemment. 




QaWNMENT mth, fM. 

^HitlOiNT: PeriOMUy 1 am opposed to id«a o! potW 
beeaime that iateiHTarts witb the ordinary rour»a of buainaai ; 
naHir ai»^lieii there in no earthly ehaaee of a comprontiae. But it 
nimble liliiiiater a-anU it, I hare no objei'tion. 


Mr. NARCHDRA KUMAR RAtU: We do not want any poet* 
ponement; we have already dificuaeed the matter for half an hour or , 
more. 


nit Hwi’bli Mr. SIdOY RRAtAO tiNGN ROY: There wae no 
objection on the part of the llou^^e to ffive the other poat|[M>nement ; to 
why object to this? It is interference. 

Mr. NARiNDRA KUMAR BAtU; Mr. President, is it permissible 
for the Minister to call my submission to the House, interferent'e? 

Mr. RRESIOENTf That may be his (»pinion. 

Mr. B. C. OHATTERdEEs AVhat uhoiit my spmh? 

Mr. PRESIDENTS Mi ('hatterjee, >oti may rest assured that you 
will have an opportunity to continue, hut let me first dispose of this 
matter. If the Hoirhie Minister stunts a postponement, he must be 
couvinceil that there is u fair thatiie of a rompromise liein^ reached, 
but if this is not hi.s belief, t>r if he h ri^allv iinaillinfc to chunfr<* his 
present attitude. I think it is clearlv his duty not to ajrret* to a 
postfK>ncment, 

Tho Non’blt Mr. BldOY PRASAD SINCH ROY: What 1 sugRest 
is this. As I have already ajrreed to the postponement of the other two 
clauses, this also should he jMistponed. I should have pointed this out 
before, and I rejrrel not having ilone so. I hope that my friends will 
not stand in the way, Innause the tliri»e clauses must ^o together. 

Mr. SHANTI SHEKHARESWAR RAY: May i ask the Hon bb 

Minister whether he intends to conmle something? 

Mr. R. 0. OHATTERdSE: He hopes for a compromise. 

Mr* RREBIOENT: It is not my busmens to know what be wishea 
In concede. My point was this, that before the Minister agrees to a 
poetponemeal, he must be sure of bis own self. I abnli postpone the 
coiisideraium ol this item after Mr. Chatierjee has finished his speech. 
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Hr# Bf C« OHATTBRJEE: My point is this: that the ejectehite of 
a municipality want to give powers of raising a tax to the cjommlMionerg 
just as we want to give the Hon'hle Ministers this power. This is 
really a constitutional question. When the electorate of a municipality 
have elfHted a number of men to the municipality, they have done so 
wuth the idea that they are going to be faxed by their elected represents- 
ti%*es, and they sundy lose all right of self-government if their elected 
^presell tatives are going to have a person thrust on them by OoVem- 
merit, who is to take part in the assessment of rates and taxes. That 
cuts absolutely at the very root of self-government. From that point 
of view, I wouhi ask the Hoii’ble Minister not to press this amendment. 


fJ p.ni. 

Babu SATYENDRA NATH ROY: On a point of order, Sir. May 

I inquire whether the consideration of the whole clause 135 is postponed 
or of this particular amendment I* There are other amendments 
intimately connected with thi,. amendment. 1 hope the llon'ble Minister 
will clear the jioint. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: All the amendments in regard to clause 135 
have been postpiuied us a matter of course. 

Mr. SHANTI SHEKHARESWAR RAY; On a point of order. I 
want to say something about the proposal of the llon'ble Minister. 

Mr. PRESIDENT. ^ ou need not say anything now. 


C la lines I.i() and l.>7, 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The question is that the clauses 13(5 and 137 
stand part (»f the Bill. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 


( la use Ids. 

Mr# PRESIDENT: The que.stion is that clause 138 stand part of 
the Bill. 

MUNINORA DEB RAI MANASAI: I l>eg to move that a.ft6r 
clauae 138 the following be jnserte*!, namely; — 

‘^Provided that a rel>ate of half an anna in the rupee shall l>e granteif 
for payment of a »uiu not ex<‘eeding nt|>ees fifty per annum within 
days of the servw'e of the notice of demand. ' 
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’pyb pranrision u pTopo6«d to be iojK^ried to foeililoto the colleciioii 
of bipes/ The ftmount hae been limited to 50 advteed23r for the 
beaflit of the poor tax-payer and to provide a^rainat unneeeaaary 
depletion of the municipal finances on account of radiate on lar|re auma 
of money of which advantage will be taken by the more well-to-do 
among the ratepayer® at the cost of the municipal ity. Thin will also 
help in the creation of a habit in the poor tax-payers to make punctual 
payment®. The saving of a few annas a ill lie an additional inducaiueiii 
to many of them. It will in the long run be of immeiiso benefit to the 
municipality. 

Tht Hofi'ble Mr. BUOY PRASAD SINCH ROY: I rise to oppose 
this aniendinent because half an anna rebate will not be a great tempta- 
tion to the rutepay4‘rs to pay their rates in time, (hi tlie other hand, 
if the rate of the rebate is increu>e<l, it might mean a loss of revenue to 
the municipality. 

Dr. AMULYA RATAN CHOSE: I support the amendment and in 
supporting it I beg to point out that tlii.s sort of arrangement has given 
very gocnl result in the ca.^e of (he Telephone t’ompany, the Electric 
Supply (\irporntiuM aiiil the (ins (*ompati\ ; they have all made this 
arrangement. I*eoph‘ for very .«mall rebate hurrv up to (he offices of 
the company concerne<l for paying their dues in time. This is a healthy 
sugge«>ttoii made by Hai Mahusai and thin might be a goml inducement 
to the ratepa\er«i and a very g<M#d thing for the municipalities also, 
berauHC they will b»* able to make u good collection every (|Uartf>r. 
Although It <»ne anna or half an anna on rates which are more thsu 
Re. ] or Hs. 2, for a man who pays, .*.ay, lU. o(l or Us. lOt) per quarter, 
it will he a gfanl rebate to him. I do not think that u higher rebate i» 
granttsl by these companies, hut they get very gfani results by giving 
thi« rebate. With these words, I supjxirt the amendment. 

BidHi KISHORI MOHAN CHAUDHURI: 1 rise to supfMirt this 
amendment. lM»cause »u<‘h a rebate is allowed in the case of the road 
cess as well. It is a great inducement to the p<»ople to pay off their 
dues ill time and I hope many people would take advantage of tliia 
concession. If such a rebate is granted in (he case of the road c*ess, I 
do not see any rea.son wdiv it shciuld not he given here also. 

Ral BahMltfr SATYENDRA NATH DAB: I rise in support of the 
funendment. The amount having bwn limited to Rs. 50, I think only 
the pfxir people will earn (he rebate and thus jieople who pay more than 
5(1 will not be entitled to it. Two pice for every rupee up to Us. 50 
will be a inducement for them to pay off their arrears. In the 
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TMifoital mtmicipftlitieg whi^ lukldings and taxes are 

payable quarterly and small in amount it will s#Tena a great induce- 
ment and the amount being limited to Bs. 50, it will provide against 
the depletion of the municipal fund for large sums of the money as paid 
by well-to-do ratepayers. 


Mf. i« M> B08C* On a point of order. May I just point out that 
amendment No. 1489 deals with exactly the same point and these two 
may be taken together? 


Mr* PRESIDENTS I have noticed that, but let us first see what 
the decision is on this motion. 

Mr* H. P. V* TOWN END: The argument advanced in fUpport of 
amendment since the Hoirble Minister spoke is that the Gas Company 
and the Telephone Company have a somewhat similar system. The 
policy adopted by these companies is to charge a verj^ high rate and 
then allow a substantial rebate, which is e(]ui valent to a penalty if 
people do not pay within a certain date. If members want that the 
municipality should increase its rate.s and then allow rebates on them, 
they must bring in an amendment to that effect. But the amendment 
l>efore the House is that not the taxes shall be increased first and a 
rebate given later, but that a rebate should be given on the taxes as 
they stand. Further, the rebate is to be given in a manner which will 
cau.se the utmost )H)Hsible trouble with the least po.ssihle gain. It would 
l)e throwing away municipal revenue. The rebate would aflfect onljf 
people who paid small sums : it would not affect tax-payers who pay 
very large sums and as reganls whom a .sy.stem of rebates might con- 
ceivably prove useful. The reason why the Telephone and other com- 
panies grunt this rebate is to induce more people to join their system. 
In a municipality there is no pos.sihle chance of any new tax-payer 
being tempted by a rel>ate to come forward to join in paying taxes, 
l>ecause every one will be paying the taxes in any case. The analogy 
to the rmd cess i.s open to precisely similar criticism; if people fail 
to pay the cess in time, there is a penalty : but it is smaller if thev 
then pay promptly. The road cess, however, is not reduced in such 
cases. The two things are not .similar at all. There is nothing to say 
for the amendment. 

There is another point. The amendment would open the way to a 
great deal of swrindling by the servants employed by the municipalities. 
It would be very difficult for the payments of small rebates to be 
properly checked. 

The motion of Iftmindra Deb Rai Mahasai was then put and ket. 



l|p] ^ GOYEBSliBipBISt.. SM 

iir. 4l« quMtuHi if tbwt davM UtB BtiUMl pftrt of 

iliiBiU. “ 

The motion wag put and agreed to. 

Clauies 139 and 140. 

I|r» PRiilDENTt The quegtiou i* that elau^eg 139 and 140 stand 
jpart ot the Bill. 

The motion wag put and agreed to. 


(laune 141. 

Mr* <pRC8l DENTS The quegtion is that clause 141 stand part of 
the Bill.^ 

Mr* S. M. B08E: I beg to mox*e that in clause 141 (i), after the 
words ‘‘presentation of the BiH’', the words “and within nine months 
thereof” l>e added. 

There m no limit of time prescribed ff)r the service of the notice of 
demanfl It t an Im* presented at any time within the period of limitation. 
I Wlieve the period of limitation for reahring tuxes is six years (Article 
120 of Schedule I. Limitation Act). Vnder the Bill as it m»w staiuls, 
if holding rates full due, say, on the 1st January 1931 (for the third 
quarter), tlie Bill is to l>e submitted by the dlst March 1931. I’lider 
the ameiub'd (dause 142, the municipality may wait till 31st December, 
19fio, l>efore serving notice of demand and cun attach within 31st 
l)eceml>er, 1930 (within six years). In other words, the municipality 
may keep the matter of distress hanging on for nearly five years beffire 
giving the notice. This is. I think, un reason able un<l will result in lax 
administration and heavy unrears of taxes. A summary prcw^edure 
should be used as soon us (Kissible. So 1 suggest that the notice should 
be served within nine months tnnu the presentation of the Bill — in 
other words distress must be Ievie<l within tiro yearn of the amount 
be<^ming due — a further delay may mean that owing to transfer of 
boldingf the municipality may lose its right of distress. 


6-15 p.m. 

R iiW I BENOD BtHARI BARKARs Sir, I oppose this amendmetii. 
There ia no auch time-limit in section 1*20 of the BimgaJ Municipal Act 
4«i which this clause is based. There will be various practical difficulties 
if a rigid time-limit is laid down. 
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Of* AMULYA RATAN CHOSE: Sir, I also rise to oppose the 
amendment which seems to be rather grotesque. The mover seems to 
suggest that the commissioners of a municipality will be so irresponsible 
that they will sleep over the realisation of dues for nine months. If 
he had proposed a shorter time, we could have understood that there 
were some reasons behind it. But the proposal to give nine months* 
time for the realisation of dues seems ludicrous. 


The Hofi’ble Mr. BldOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: May I |u 

out to the mover of the amendment that if a time-limit is pu^; many 
demands will become time-barred and consequently the municipalities 
will be involved in financial Iosh? 


The motion of Mr. S. M. Bose was then* by leave of the Council, 
withdrawn. 


Mr. PRESIDENT: The question is that clause 141 stand part of 
the Bill. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 


('JauH* 142. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The ({uestion is that clause 142 stand part of 
the Bill. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 


Clause 143. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The question is that clause 143 stand part of 
the Bill. 


RMNi SATYENDRA NATH ROY: I beg to move that clause 
143 (la) be omitted. 

Sir, if the municipal authorities are given the power to issue warrants, 
they should also have the power to withdniw the same. There may be 
many reasons for withdrawing a warrant ; but this clause provides that 
the warrant will not be discharged unless the payment is made. I will 
just cite an instance. Suppcise a warrant is issued and in the meantime 
the owner of the holding dies and nobody is there in the house. There 
cannot be any payment and the municipal commissioners cannot keep 
the warrant hanging on indefinitely. In these circumstances, the ooon> 
mtssioners should be given the power to withdraw the warraskle. 
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1lM HoifM Mr. BUOY RRAtAO tlNOH ilOYt Sir, I oppose tlie 
elilMSiidiiieiit. There is distinctiou l>etireeu discharglnfr e>^warmiit and 
witIkdrawiAg a warrant. If the object of the warrant ceam to exist. 
1 de not think there is any reason why the (commissioners should not 
withdraw the warrant. There is not much reason in the proposal put 
f on rtt d by Mr. Roy. 


!Pie motion of Babu Satyendra Nath Roy was then put and lost. 


RATAN CHOSE: I heg to move that in clause 
l4^|Ti0, in line 8. after the word “due” the words ‘*or at least half of 
the sum due** be inserted. 

I also move that in clau.se 14‘t in lines *1 and 4. the words 

‘‘together with ont*-fourth of the costs referred to in se<‘tion 142*’ In* 
omitted. 

Sir, in support t)f these uiiiendmeuts I beg- to say that if a warrant 
is issued and if it is so desired by the niunicipality that the whole sum 
should^ be realised, it may not be alw'ays possible for the defaulting 
ratepayer to pay the whole amount. It may l»e that he w'ill he able to 
pay half at one time and then will ask for time for paying the balance, 
and the municipal authorities shoubl have the pf)wer t<» discharge the 
warrant after accepting half the amount paid. 

As regards one-fourth of (he cost, referred to in section 142, that 
will be a very rigid and stringent measure on the ratepayers. If they 
have already been unable to pay (heir regular taxes and when they are 
already under the heavy burden and humiliation of not lM*ing able to 
pay the taxes, it would Iw* very hard on them to realise cost as well as 
the taxes due, (K (^)urse the cost is very little and practically no 
realisation of cost i.s made in the rase of a distress warrant. Therefore, 

I propose that after the word “due” the words “or at least half of the 
0U1II dua** be inserted and that the words “together with one-fourth of 
costs referred to in section 142’’ l>e omitted. I need not dilate upon 
this matter any furtlier. It will give the ratepayers a reasonable 
opportunity of paying up their dues. With these words, I commend'^ 
my motions for the acceptance of the House. 


Babu BENOO BIHARI BARKARs Sir, 1 lH*g to oppose this 
amendment. It is absolutely meaningless. A warrant cannot In* dis- 
charged if one-third or one-half or l;20th of the amount due is realised, 
and in case of hardship, the Bill provides that the commissioners may 
even remit the whole of the amount due or part of it. 

If the hon’ble member would only read the Bill l>efore trj'ing to 
improve it, he will earn the thanks and the gratitude of all the members 
ol this House who have to listen day after day to his speeches, in which 
we have never been able to discover any sense or meaning. 

The motions of Dr. Amulya Ratan Ghose were then put and lost. 
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Mf« PllftIDilfTS .The question is that clause 143 stand pari oi 
the BUI. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 


Clause 144. 

Mfi PRESIDENT* The question is that clause 144 stand part of 
the Bill. 

Rai Bahailur SATYENDRA KUMAR DAS: I heg to move that in 
the proviso to clause 144, in line 3, for the words “suflScient notilia** 
the words “three hours’ notice” be substituted. 

Sir, my reason is very simple and clear. The word “sufficient” is 
very vague and I submit that “three hours’ notice” is quite enough 
for the purpose. 

Mr. H. P. V. TOWNEND: Sir, if the hon’ble mover will agree to 
substitute the word “reasonable” for “sufficient” Government will be 
prepared to accept the amendment. 

Rai Bahadur SATYENDRA KUMAR DAS: 1 accept the amendmait 

suggested by Mr. Townend. 

The motion that in the proviso to clause 144, in line 3, for the lAwd 
“sufficient” the word “reasonable” be sub.stituted, was put and 
agreed to. 

Mauivi MUHAMMAD HOSSAIN: 1 beg to move that after the 
proviso to clause 144 the following be added, namely: — 

“If there is nobody to take charge of the houne, after the distress 
warrant is executed, the |iolice shall on the requisition of the officer 
charged with the exei^ution of the warrant take charge of the hoifUl ' 
and keep guard over it and the cost of guarding over the house shall be 
a charge on the house and movables found therein.” 

Sir, my object in moving this clause is that in the present clause 
there is no mention as to what should be done in case of a house which 
remains vacant. Suppose a house is vacant and there are tome movable 
articles in the house and with the sanction of the chairman or vice- 
chairman the executive officer goes there, breaks open Che doors and 
takes away some of the movables which would cover the dues, leaving the 
remainder in the house quite unprotected. So in order to avoi^ karaet 
meat both to the municipality and to the owner of the htrasey t|Je 
clause should be accipted. 
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' mm Hmnim Mr. BIMY BRAMD tlNOH IlOYl 1 tiw to 

opiteM this unendmeiit. I do not think that Aie poIic« should bo 
broui^t in, and to the existing Act there is no such proTisioa. Mora* 
orer.'it will be difficult to calculate the cost. For all these reasons I 
ofSim this amendment. In the Calcutta Municipal Act there is no 
smIi provision. This should be left to the exe<'utive of the municipality. 

The motion of Maulri Muhammad Hossain was then put and lost, 

Mr. PRCtlDENT* The question is that clause 144, as amended by 
the Council, stand part of the Bill. 

- m,« motion wa* put and afrrfe<i to. 

Clause J4S. 

PUCSIOCMTl Tht* 4|uoMion in that <’lauB«* ntand part of 
the Bill. 

Dr* AMULYA RATAH CHOSE t I beg- to move tiiat in rlaua«» 
146 (/), in line 1, the words “with coiitN“ lie omitted. 

Bir, Hui in just only to relieve the pcMir paople from horduhip. It 
will aiuply \>e haraNAin^ a man if bin lieloiifrinfp* are sold by the inuniri* 
unlaas they can realise costs from him. If he pays his dues, Ut 
him be feltered of (he cost : (hat is what I su#r|rest. 

0-30 p.m. 

Ufa Ea Ma BOSE# I Tise to a point of onler. We have already 
passed clause 143 iJ) which says that wdien a warrant of distress is 
iMued, it shall not be dis< har^rd before it is exec uted except upon pay- 
ment of the sura due together with one-fourth of the msts referred to 
in lection 142. But, Sir, in this amendment Dr. (Diose seeki to remove 
4hat, whereas we have already agreed to clause 143. 

Mr. PREtfOENT; I think it is ill order. 

TN HMYbM Mr. BlilOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Sir, I oppose tho 
amendment. W ho is going t4:> defray the costs? A municipality is not 
a charitable institution ; a party may be in difficulty, but the municipality 
has Bevertheleii got to realise its rates as well as costs of this realisa- 
Dr. Ghoie as a municipal commissioner will not be discharging 
his duty |0 the ratepayers if he is generous only to one section. 

^The mdhloii of Dr. Amulya Ratan Gbose was put and loal. 
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Mr* FRESIDiNT: The question is that clause 145 ata&d part of 
the Bill. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 


Clauses 146 and 147, 

Mr* PRESIDENTS The question is that clauses 146 and 147 stand 
part of the Bill. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 

Clause 148. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The question is that clause 148 stand part of 
the Bill. 

Dr. AMULYA RATAN CHOSE: I move that to clause 148, the 
folhming he added, namely: — 

“within three years from the date of default or tlie date by which 
the rate has become due.” 

The tlauHe lays down that instead of pnxeeding by distress and 
sale, or in case of failure to realize thereby the whole or any part of any 
tax, loll, fee or rutt^ the eomnuHsioners may sue the person liable to pay 
the same in any court of competent jurisdiction. After that I propose 
to add “within three years from the date of default or the date by which 
the rate has become due.” 

Mr. S. M. BOSE: I oppose this. Already under Article 120 of 
Schedule 1 of the Limitations Act a period of six years has been pro- 
vided. This amendment seeks to alter the period from six to three years 
and I think a municipality should always have a longer rope. So, I 
oppose the amendment. 

TN HoiPblo Mr. BItlOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: ExacUy on tho 
same grounds I oppose it. 

The motion of Dr. Amulya Ratan Ghose was put and lost. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The question is that the clause 148 stand part 
the Bill. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 

Clause 149. 

Mr. PRBStOiNT: The question is that clause 149 stand pari of 
the Bill. 
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ft OHATTEMEEt I move thftt in elnu«e 149, in line 2, for 
Ibri words '‘any tax, toll, fee or rate'* the words “any tax, toll, fae, 
iWli or other money doe under this Art“ he substituted. I have come 
nearor to the HonM>le Minister in order to make myself heard better. 
1 hope, therefore, he aill he able to accept the amendment which seems 
to be quite reasonable. 


Tilt Hofi’bla Mr. BUOY BRA8AD SINGH NOYt Sir, I do 
it. 

The muioii was put and ajrreed to. 


Mr. PRESIDENT: The question is that clause 149, as amended by 
the Council, stand part of the Hill. 

The motion was put and u^riMHl to. 

[At tMo p.rn., the (Nuinnl was adjourned for prayer and it re- 
oosenihled at (>-55 p.ni.] 


(liiutrs 160 to tS'J, 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The (piestiun is that rlauses ir>0, 151 and 152 
stand part of the Hill, 

The motion was put and agreed to. 

Clamff 163. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The quest ion is that clause 153 stand part of 
the Bill. 

Dr. AMULYA RATAN CHOSE: T move that in clause 153, in line 
4, after the word “(fovernrnent'” the words “or mountMdnr or #e mnunii- 
dor landlonr* Ik* inserted. 

.Sir, if the (lovernment is mt much keen ulKitit realisation of their 
rents, why should not there be a provision for the real ir,at ion of rents 
by mauntsdur or nr uonimndiu'f That is why I have moved lhi*» motion. 

Tim HofPbM Mr. BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: I rise to oppose 
the motion. It is against tlie public policy that different grade# of land- 
lords should have a priority of claim over the claims of municipalities, 
again, why is I>r. (}hi>se si> keen to secure the interests of maurasdariF 
Thai is an exprenuiion which he has perhaps used without realising its 
implications. There are various grades of landlords. Simply by 
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putting in the wordi ^^mauroidar or ne maura$dar*\ he. does not safe* 
guard the interests of any of them, or of any other class of persons, that 
he wants to protect. This expression is sought to be very loosely used. 
So I oppose it. 

The motion of Dr. Amulya Ratan Ghose was then put and lost. 

The Hon’IHe Mr. BlilOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: With your per* 
mission, Sir, I would like to move an amendment in place of the amend- 
ment which stands in the name of Maulvi Syed Majid Baksh, who is 
absent. 

Sir, J beg to move that in tlie fourth line of (dause 153, after the 
word “Government” a comma and the words “or of the rent (if any) 
due to u landlord under th(‘ Bengal Tenancy Act, 1885” be inserted. 

SabU dATINDRA NATH BASU: Sir, this amendment gives 
private landholders rights superior to those of the municipality in the 
matter of realisation of their dues. It is in direct conflict with the 
law us it prevails within the urea t<i which the (hdcutta Municipal Act 
applies^ There such a right does not exist. The claim that has priority 
over that of local bodies is the claim of Government; next to Govern- 
ment come the local bodies. The local lM)die8 exercise powers delegated 
to them by the legislature, but the claim of the local bodies is all the 
same a public (bmiand and there is no reason why such a demand 
should 1 m* HulMirdinated to the claim.s of private landlords. Then, there 
will be two municipal laws, the Calcutta Municipal Act, extending 
over a stretch of land, 17 miles in length and u fairly good breadth, 
and containing agricultural lumls. Tliere wdll l>e one law for one area 
and another law, nr., the Bengal Municipal Act, for the adjoining area 


Mr. H. P. V. TOWNEND: May I exphdo. Sir? The amendment 
was to have been moved by Maiulvi Syed Mujid Baksh. Our law officers 
advised us that this clause, us it Ht4M>d, was in conflict with the Bengal 
Tenancy Act. Agricultural laud inside a municipality is subject to 
the Bengal Tenancy Act and other laud is subject to it unless by a 
special notification it is excluded from its ojFeration. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: But Mr. Basu^s opfmsition is with regard to 
the amendment of the HonTde Minister. 

Mr. H. P. V. TOWNEND: 1 was explaining, Sir, how' it came about 
that Government introduced this amendment. It was found that there 
would he a tontradiciion between this Act and the Bengal Tenancy 
Act unless we repealed certain dauses of the Bengal Tenancy Act, 
which Government do not want to do 
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j MMi KNiTTEII MOHAN RAYS Sir, in the Bengal Teniincy Aol 
rdill is a first charge, but are we going to ahrogiite the law^ That it 
tba position. If we do not want to abritgnte the law as it is in the 
Bengal Tenancy Art, then 1 do think this motion should be oarried 
in order to make the meaning tleiir. If this amendment is not 
carried, even then there would Im* no change in the position of the 
law, because in the Bengal Tenatiry Art it in rlearly laid down that 
rent shall lie n first charge on the holtliiig. For the Bengal Tenancy 
Act was passed by the Governor General <d India in Council. If it 
be the intention of the framers of the danse 15^1 to repeal section fiT* 
of the Bengal Tenancy Act in so far it coiiceroH the dues to the munici* 
pality, by omission of “rent" after “revenue" this Act would lie a/fro 
rircj, as this ('ouncil has no jaiwer to iiuidifv any section of the Bengal 
Tenancy Act without the sanction of the (toYeriinieiit of India. How-- 
ever, 1 would like that the ameiidiiietit in tht‘ name of my friend 
Mauivi Syed Majid Baksh, moved by the llioi'lde Minister, should 
be accepted by the House in r*rder to avoid any ambiguity and also to 
make the intention of the leginluture clear. This clause, if left, as 
it is now in the Bill, may be interpretetl tn sotiie f)UHrters to be in 
dirtH't conflict with the law as laid down in set timi Oft of the Bengal 
Tenancy Act. I, therefore, rtH|uest to locept the amendment bi avoid 
any semblance of conflict of laa in different statutes. 


Mr. 8 . M. B 08 C: M y frieiitl, Mr. Bay. has jiint stated that under 
(he Bengal Tenancy Act rent shall be a (irst i barge, but under clause 
I5«'l it is already proviilcd that bind revenue should be a first charge. 
So my friend's point that ue are seeking t<> alter the law bolds gisid 
here alwi, although the Bengal Tcnaiicv .\ct may have said soniethitig 
else. Here we have already laol down that (Joverniuent shall come 
first amongst all others. So, if yon an* altering one thing you might 
also alter the other thing. Further piihlo interest demands that ail 
public dues should always have a first charge and it is against all 
accepted rules of law that [tnvute individuals should come in and ask 
for priority of claim ns against local iKulies. As my friend, 
Mr. J. X. Hasu. has suiil. under the Calcutta Municipal Act the law is 
the same as here. 

7 p.m. 

KImw Miailiir Maului AZIZUL HAQUI: Sir. I think the amend- 
ment of the HonTde Minister is a retrograde step. I quite realise 
that there is a likeiihcMKl of there lieing a conflict in law. If any 
nmendment be necessary, it should Iw* to this effetjt; vi*. * "Subject 
to the prior claim of land revenue and notwithstanding anything con- 
Inined in any other Act." 
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Tlie laud revenue ahould be the first cluuige, tke municipal taxes 
the second and the rent the third. I think, therefore, that the Hon’Ue 
Minister should he prepared to accept an amendment of the nature I 
have proposed. 

Tim Hon’Mi Mr. BldOY PRASAD 8INCH ROYs Sir, We have 
some difficulty in this matter. I think that I can accept the amend- 
ment proposed by Khan Bahadur Maulvi Azizul Haque, subject to some 
examination by our law offirers. I submit that it is very difficult to 
accept such amendments sujrifested on the floor of the House. 

Mr. PRESIDENT. Then you w’ant another postponement. 

The Hofi’bie Mr. BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Sir, it is a highly 
intricate matter and I cannot make up my mind at the moment. 1 
would, therefore, ask you. Sir, to give us a little more time to have it 
examinwl by our law officers. With >our permission, I would withdraw 
iny amendment for the present. 

The motion of the Hoii’hle Mr. Hi joy IVasud Singh Roy was then, 
by leave of the ('<nincil, withdrawn. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: In fact, (he consideration of the whole clau.se 
had beti(»i he p(»stponed. 

The consideration of clause bVJ wa.s ac<ordingl\ postponed. 


(lauxvit 1J}4 to /.>,9. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The (niestion is that dauses IM to 109 stand 
part of the Bill. 

The inoton was put and agreed to. 


Ciausf 160. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The question is that clause 160 stand part of 
the Bill. 

P*** ^^BLYA RATAN CHOSE: I beg to move that in clause 160, 
in line 4, after the word “immediate” the words “and lawful” be 
inserted. 

Sir, the obje<q of this amendment is that whenever the owner of any 
ot^age or animal is not resident within the limits of (he municipality, 
tbf person in whose immediate nm/ lawful possession the carriage 
or horse or any other animal is for the time being shall have to pav aad 
take out a licence for the same. 
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iHi Mr. BIMY Bit AMD tlNCH ROYt If the wwd» 

be iniierted, the question of lan^ful poesenHiou will h»ve 
to he detei^iiiiied before the iaxea can be realined. therefore, oppoee 
tile anendmeiit. 

The motion of Di;, AmuJ^a Hatan (Jhoee wae put and lout. 

Mr. BRCSIOENTs The quei«tiou im that clause 160 stand part of 
the BUI. 

The motion was put and agr4‘ed to. 

Chiusr /67. 

Mr. RREilOENT: The (jiic.^fioii IS that «lMUHe Kil stand part of 

the Bill. 

BiIhi KHETTER MOHAN RAY: Sir, 1 hejj- to move that after 

idause 161 the foUtiwjiiju^ he added, iiaiiielv : — 

“Provided that no oirriuj^i* Mhith has not Immmi hrouwht into use 
of whiidt H M» duiiiii^eii a'< to he unfit for use sfiall he liable to the 
tax . ’ ’ 

Sir. the reason of in\ moMiitir this aiiiendiuent i>* that under this 
clause ^^^pl> 1 mm aune a man Ioih urot a < arriiiKe v^hieh is not used nr 
whieh is unfit for use, he <^hoiild he hnhle tu pay tlie tax. 1 think there 
should h‘ a proM«ion e\i*nij>iinj? HiM-h a person from payment of the tax. 


Mr. H. R. V. TOWNENO: S,r. t Government ih prepared to aeeept 
the aineiidinent jiroviiled the mo\er is ajtrreeahh* to a slijjrht modi6c*ation 
in the wordiiijir. The proviMi will then ifiid tlius — 

“Provided that mi arriage whieh has not lM*en brought into use 
or which is so duinuKcd a.^ in the opinion of the lommissioners to be 
unfit for use shall he liable to the ta.\.“ 


BaBu KHETTER MOHAN RAY: Sir, 1 accept the alteration pro. 
poaed by Mr. Townend. 

KImm BaiUMlur MUHAMMAD ABDUL MOMIN: Sir, I would 
oppose this amendment, iMN^ause^ it seems to me that it is quite unnecea* 
aaiy to mention anything about a carriaire which is not used. What 
the mover’s intention is is that a earriajre mhieh is not used should not 
ho linUe to the tax. If a carria^^e which is m* damaited aa to be unBi 
for uae it should be sold as scrap iron. But, if you exclude uaeloos 
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cwTMi( 3 ^ 6 *, th6ii what about a latnc horso which is also unfit for tiboP 
I think it is better to leave these thin^fs out of the Bill and ooBa- 
plicate matters. ^ 

The motion of Babu Khetter Mohan Ray, as modified by 
Mr. Townend, was then put and afp-eed to. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The question is that clause 161, as amended 
by the Council, stand part of the Bill. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 


ClauMs 262 to 165, 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The que.stion is that clauses 162 to 165 stand 
part of the Bill. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 


Clause 166, 

Mr, PRESIDENT: The quest ion is that clause 166 stanil part of 
the Bill. 

MUNINDRA DEB RAI MAHASAI: Sir, 1 hi‘g to move that to 
clause 166 the following be aiided, namely: — 

“In such cases the tax shall be levied by the municipality, within 
the jurisdiction of which the carriage, horse or animal is kept/’ 

Mr. GIRISH OHANDRA SEN: Sir, Government are prepared to 
accept this amendment subject to a slight alteration. If the mover is 
agreeable to accept this alteration, his amendment will be accepted. 

The aiiiendment as altered w ill run as follows : — 

“In such cases the tax shall lie levied by the commissioners of the 
municipality within the jurisdiction of which the carriage, horse or 
other animal is kept.” 


MUNINDRA DEB RAI MAHASAI: Sir, I accept the altomtion. 

Mr. PRISIDBNT: What about the addition of the two linM 
posed to be added to the clause by the mover? 
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llv; QimiH OHANDRA SEN: Obverameut accept the addition. 

motion that in clauae 166, line 4, the worda **kept or'* Ue 
omitted w|Mi put and agreed to. 

The motion of Munindra Deb Rai Mabaaai wan then put and agreed 
to. 


Mr. PRESIDENT: The question ia that rlauae 166, an amended by 
the Council, stand part of the Bill. 

The motion waa put and agreed to. 

( hwsf m. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The (|U»‘Htion is that clause 167 stand part of 
the Bill. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 

.Vrir clause 107 A . 

Tht HOfl’ble Mr. BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Sir. may I have 
your permission to more that after elans© lti7 the l»>lIowing be insertetl 
aa 167A: — 

**The (ujr on prtifessutn*, trades aiui calltnps. 

0 

167A. When it has been dcMermiiied that ri tax shall be imposed 
on professions, trades and tailings, every person who exercises in the 
municipality, either by himself or by an agent or representative, any 
of thi* professions, trades or callings specified in BcIumIuI© IV, shall 
take out a half-yearly licence and pay the tax imposed under clause {/) 
of sub-section (/) of section 111.** 

Khmi Bahaiiur Maulvi AZIZUL HAQUE: Sir, on a point of informa- 
tion, may 1 inquire how '‘professions** come inP 

Tim Hon’bla Mr. BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Sir, it is the 
new heading we have proposed. 

The motion was put and agn^ed to. 

Clauses lOH and 169. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The question is that clauses 168 and 160 stand 
part of the Bill. 

Mr. GIRISH CHANDRA SEN: Sir, may 1 have your p<*rmisston 
to move that clauses 168 and 169 be omitted P 

The motion was put and agreed to. 
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Clause 170, 

Mr« PRESIDENT: Th'.» question i» that ( -ause 170 m 

the Bill. 

The motion waH put and ajrreed to. 


Ctauxe 171. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The <|ueMtioii is that clause 171 stand part of 
the Bill. 

Miulvi HASSAN ALI: 1 he>f to move that in clause 171, in line 2, 
for the words “six rupees” the words “four rupees” he substituted. 

Under the present Bengal Municipal Act, th* maximum fee is Es. 4 
and in view of that, I su^ffrest that the present rate should be retained. 

Th« Noii’bla Mr. BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY r It is the maximum 
limit which has been sujrjrested in the Bill and any lower rate may be 
accepted by the commissioners. So, I do not see any reason why 
the hon*ble member objects to it. 

The motion of Maulvi llussan Ali was put and lost. » 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The (piestion is that clause 171 stand part of 
the Bill. 

The motion was put and agrei'd to. 


(lausf 172. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The question is that danse 172 stand part of 
the Bill. 

MVNINORA DEB RAI MAHASAI: I bef? to move that clause 172 
be omitted. 

Tilt Hmi’M Mr. BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: I formally 
api)<»se the amendment. 

The motion of Munindra D<4) Uai Mahasai was put and loaf. 

Mr. PRBSIDBNT: The question is that clause 172 ttand part 
of the Bill. 

The motion wat put and agreed to. 
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^ Claims 173 to I7S. 

Mr* PllliiDiNTs !|[^e qu«»«tion ia that clauaea 173 to 178 stand 
part of the Bill. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 


Clause 179. 

Mr* PRESIDENT: The question is that clause 179 stand part of 
the Bm. 

•nbu KHETTER MOHAN RAY: I beg to more that in clause 
179, in line 3, for the words ^'adjacent to*' the words "within a mile 
from*’ he substituted. 

The reason for my moving this amendment is that the woed/'adja- 
cent” is very vague, and in order to be definite in tin* matter should 
have some such words as “one mile,” “two miles,” ete, 

Thi Hofi’bk Mr. BldOY PRASAD iINCH ROY: I rise to oppose 
this amendment. There should not be any definite limit outside the 
municipal limit.s. The present wording of the section has nmrked 
very satisfactorily, and it has never lieen considered vague, 8o I 
oppose this amendment. 


Df« AM||I*YA RATAN CHOSE I 1 want to support this amend- 
ment. So far aa the word ”adja<'ent*’ is ront'ertied, it is a very vague 
one and it does not give a clear idea aa to how far the limit is to ba 
applied. It is very’ reasonable that some limit ought to be there for 
that purpose and, therefore, I support the amendment. 


^ Mr. H. P. V, TOWN END: The whole point is what the word 
"adjacent** means. U means an area which is not attached to munici- 
pal limits; so there is no reason why there should be any misunder- 
itanding.v 

The motion of Bahu Khetter Ifohan Ray was put and lost. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The question is that clause 179 stand nart of 
the Bill. 

a 

The motion was put and agreed to. 
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ClauH IBO, 

Mrt PRESIDENTS The question is tliftt clause 180 stand part of 
the BiU. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 

Clatue 181. 

Mr. PRESIDENTS The question is that clause 181 stand part of 
the BiB. 

Mr. CIRISH CHANDRA SEN: With your permission, Sir, 1 wish 
to move the amendment which stands in the name of Maulvi Syed 
Majid Baksh, namely, that in clause 181, in line 1, after the words 
“when it“ the word “is” be omitted. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The question is that clause 181, hm amended 
by the Council, stand part of the Bill. 

The motion was put and af^reed to. 

Clmm 182 to 198. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The question is that clauses 182 to 195 stand 
part of the Bill. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 

ClnuM 196. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The question is that clause 196 stand part of 
the Bill. 

Dr. AMULYA RATAN CHOSE 1 1 beg to move that clause 196 (/) 
be omitted. 

Tilt Hen’Mt Mr. SldOY PRASAD SINDH ROYS 1 rise to oppose 
this amendment. Exemption from payment of toll for Oovemment 
stores or persons in charge of them should be allowed. This privilege 
has always been allowed to the Government, and there is no reason 
why it should be withdrawn. 

The motion of Dr. Amulya Ratan QKoee was put and loai. 
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fltolNi KHETTEil MOHAM RAYl I beg to move tbAt in tb# 

to clause 196 {2)^ in line 2, after the words *^any claat of 
petmns^’ the words **or bona fi,d€ students in any recognised sohooli 
in attending and returning from such institution^* be inserted. 

Tlie Hon’lile Mr. BI40Y PRASAD SINGH ROY: I rise to oppose^ 
ibis amendment. The commissioners may exempt the school f*hildren 
if they like as provided in clause 196 (2). 

The motion of Babu Khetter Mohan Ray was put and lost. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The question is that clause 196 stand part of 
ibe Bill. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 


Clamt m, 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The ((itestion is that clause 197 stand part of 
the Bill. 

Ral BafuMlur SATYENDRA KUMAR DAS: 1 beg to move that 
in clause 197, in line 2, after the word “tolls’* the words “taxes, 
rates or other municipal clues” la* inserted. 

By this addition these other rates, etc., may also lie realised with 
the assistance of a police oHicer. 


The HtwPSIa Mr. BMOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: I rise to oppose 
this amendment. 1 consider it out of place absrdutely. We are deal- 
ing with the general provisions regarding the ccdlection of tolb. These 
words should not come in here. 

The motion of Rai Bahadur Satyendra Kumar Das was then, hy 
leave of the Council, withdrawn. 


Mr. PRESIDENT: The question is that clause 197 stand part of 
the Bill. 

The motion was pnt and agreed to. 

CtauMM 198 io 201, 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The question is that clanses 196 to 201 stand 
part of the Bill. 

The motfon was put and agreed to. 
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Clause 2^4 

Mr. BRitlDEMTs The que»tk>n 202 stand part of 

the Bill. 

MUNIIISilA OEi RAI MAHASAIS 1 beg to move that clausa 
202 (a) be omitted. May I suggest that this be oousidered along 
with the other clauses which have blton postpo&edi# ' 

Mr. PREIIDCNT: Yes, 1 think so. 


AtfJoiimnMiit. 

The Gounoil was then adjourned till 2-30 p.m., on Monday, the 29th 
August, 19S2, at the Council House, Calcutta. 
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ffmrm lib^km.m$bmeqmntlf .tcaiiatoari td 
Wanyi: (Q.) 21-23. ^ 



AppoinUnaiii of dafoaaaad O t aaa rn m tbo 
wmrdmkUm: fQ.) tS. 

Afypointaiani of diipn—rid cUmhwmi a« Huh- 
loapoctof y of Kxoiar : (8.4dl74. 


■MarJI, Kaaiuih Oiiaiiira, RaJ Bahaiar 

Bengal Tenancy Act eatablialiment 
Mymenaingh ; (8. Q.) 31. 

Bill. Bengal Munid{>al. 1333 : 66, 68, 7 
72. 74, 78, 73. 83. 107. 

I.4eave of offlooni undnr the oourt of ward 
<8. Q.) 30-31. 

tVr*KWi« am^tofl. rtinvictml and tletainr 
f<ir offnnt'tiM in (HintuHsMon with tlio niv 
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()iniH.Htt>n of 4H*rt«ifi word** in linen (1 atni 7 
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Fiffflttr, Mr. J. OiwpiiD 

Bill, Bengal Mi>tur Vehictiw* Tax (AlH^d* 
month 1932 4142. 

H6 i9 , Dr. Awutya DtlM 
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fMeaae of civil diadbedlefioe priNonem, 

173. 

DiMimatH, 19a Haa^Ma tir A li M itt r i ii ^ 

llouUlent r«*ui»d iIm' fiierw of the HarSlitga 
Briiige ; 86 87. 

Irrigation wurka for ngricidt nral ptiqirmna 
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of Mualmia i» fba Court of 
mm^rnritamf : (8. Q.) 18S. 


KIhii, MtiBvi Ta rt ai ii M —ixmek/ 

Eetabliahment of a Mualiin girls' high 
school in Calcutta: (Q.) and (S. Q.) 
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Estates in, sold for sm'ars of («sse« ; (Q.) 
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164-165. 
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Obeervation by— that if an Hon*ble 
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entitled to it ; 158. 

In reply h> a com|jlaint about the diffi- 
culties of consulting statements laid 
on the Library table, that it is the usual 
practice to place voluminous state- 
ments in the Library, and that a 
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^ 197, 199-200. 209. 215-217. 221. 115. 
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